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Our Easter Mission
Inside this issue:

Jesus said to His disciples, “The
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Pray to the Lord of
the harvest that He may send
forth workers into the harvest.” (Matt. 9:37-38) These
words of Jesus raise some important questions. Why is it that
there are so few laborers? Is the
task of carrying out the Great
Commission just too difficult?
Jesus sent out the disciples to
preach, teach, heal, exorcise, and
raise the dead in Matt. 10. He
also warned them that they can
expect both religious and civil
persecution. In spite of this, they
were still told to make a bold witness for Christ. He also told them
that they will find divisions
among families concerning Jesus.
Maybe this is one of the reasons that there are so few missionaries in the world today.
Many assume the mission is too
difficult. There could be too
much persecution and uncomfortable division within our families

and communities concerning Jesus, and the response is to avoid
missionary work.
Could it also be that there are
so few laborers because we fail to
pray for one other to be missionaries for the Kingdom of God?
Jesus tells us to pray for each another for the purpose of us “all”
becoming engaged in missionary
work.
For me, the Easter Mission of
telling the Good News of Christ
is one that we are all called to
share with others. May we pray
for each other that we would all
be missionaries in the places
where we live and work. Pray
that your Christian family and
friends would be willing to be
sent forth in order to bring in the
“harvest.”
Scott Swartzendruber
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true, modern-day
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Several people have
asked about the Pastoral Search Committee process.

In Pursuit
It is considered a good thing to be self-reliant, independent
and capable in our society. These are things that I must
admit that I often have strived to be and strived to teach my
children to be. Having these traits can bring positive results. They help to get things done successfully. That’s
what we want to happen, isn’t it? We want to be able to go
out into this big world and do what we want to do. We
want to accomplish things and to have others see that we
accomplish things. We want to have control over what we
do, when we do it and how we do it. And we want others
to think we do things well. We want, we want, we want.
There is the snag. What is the driving force? What is the
focus? Isaiah 30:1 says this:“Doom to you, rebellious children, says the Lord, who make a plan, which is not mine;
who weave a plot, but not in my spirit, piling up sin on
sin;”
Is my self-reliance and independence sin? For myself, I
am coming to the conclusion that more often than not it is
sin in my life. I have been slowly reading a book by Andrew Murray. It is called Absolute Surrender. In it Andrew Murray says “ . . . the condition of God’s blessing is
absolute surrender of all into His hands. Praise God! If our
hearts are willing for that, there is no end to what God will
do for us, and to the blessing God will bestow.”

When I have a headache I first reach for aspirin. When
my body aches I first reach for ibuprofen. When I can’t
balance some numbers I first ask Jonathan or Curt to look
them over. When Larissa is struggling I first tell her what I
have done in the past that has worked. When equipment
breaks I first ask my Dad or call a repairman. When I have
a difficult situation at work I first try to solve it with my
brain. The list goes on and on and on.
It has become evident to me that God wants to be my
first option in every single situation in my life. He has
made it abundantly clear to me. I am making some progress, but I must admit I am failing probably 95% of the
time. It is a major sin in my life that is separating me from
the full power of God in my life.
The other day I was sharing this with Larissa. She
shared with me a scripture or two (2 Corinthians 13 and I
Samuel 12) that she thought applied to my situation. (And
she was right.) Anyway, our conversation meandered over
to other things and she told me she had a canker sore in her
mouth. So what do I do? I immediately tell her what I usually do to
help canker sores. (It hadn’t even
been 60 seconds since we had discussed my struggle.) Then I looked
at her and told her that I did it again. Is my self-reliance
Absolute means: total
and independence
So I prayed for her and with her,
sin?
Surrender means: to cease resistance and submit to their then she proceeded to take my earauthority.
lier suggestion.
How do I absolutely surrender to God? I have come to
It’s not that God doesn’t want us
the conclusion that I can’t do it. It is impossible for me to to work things out in our mind or to
totally stop resisting God and to submit to His authority.
talk to others about problems or to
That is completely depressing, but I believe it is the truth.
take medications, etc. It is all about who is first in our life.
The only way for absolute surrender to God to happen in
I need to always, in every situation, seek God first, look for
me is for me to plead for God to make it happen within me. Him and listen for Him.
I need to ask God to help me to be willing to allow Him to
That is my current challenge in my pursuit of God. 2
come into me and make me willing to absolutely surrender
Corinthians
13:3-4 talks to us about how Christ was crucito Him. Only He can do this. I am completely incapable.
fied in His human weakness and how He lives by the power
So that is what I am
of God. It also shows how we are weak but the power of
praying for God to do in my
God is directed at us. Our weakness (our dependence on
life. I am discovering that I
God) brings us to the point of God’s power in our lives beam worse off than I ever
yond anything we can imagine. How awesome is that?
imagined. The first thing I
May we all be in a place of absolute surrender to God! The
noticed in my life when I
results will be amazing!!!
started praying this prayer is
that I often try to solve problems in my life before I go to
As always in pursuit, Dawn Wyse
God. So I decided that I needed to go to God first with
these things before I acted. That’s when I noticed how pathetic I am.
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Word from Worship Commission
In February I wrote an article for the Mustard Seed. Before it was
Appreciation and generational bridge-building goes both ways. Chareven in your mailboxes I was wishing for a do-over or supplement to ter members may participate in new ways to worship and the young
can learn by asking someone older what they enjoy or the meaning
my words.
No apology or explanation needed for the comment, “We recog- behind that worship tradition. And have you ever noticed some senior citizens prefer the worship band and there are teenagers who
nize the only way to be a multigenerational church is to build relationships between generations.” It was so obvious it probably did not would state their music preference as hymns, or classical? This reneed to be written the first time. However, the remarks that followed, minded me of spiritual director Jeannette Bakke’s quote, “There are
“Learning to appreciate a variety of worship styles can be a starting no generic persons.” This challenges me to hear life stories and not
to assume stereotypes! Don’t assume stereotypes! What will you do
point,” makes me cringe. This church is rich in stories of multigenerational relationships, multitudes before I ever attended KMC. I this month to grow outside your generational comfort zone?
have been blessed by many, many experiences with those who are
not exactly my age! Blending worship is not a starting point but
another way to continue interacting. I pray you will excuse me and
not take my comment literally but as I intended it: be deliberate and
keep working at connecting and understanding those who are not
your own age.

Please be in prayer regarding our worship at KMC. Are you willing to share musical talents, lead in worship through music, read
scripture, help with visual worship (drama or arts)? Please feel free
to share with me regarding your suggestions or willingness to utilize
your gifts in our worship services.

Karen Schrock, Worship Commission Chair
Continue to be gentle and gracious with each other in our genera- 656-5274
tional differences. Continue asking yourself, “who feels connected
kschrock328@gmail.com
at our church?” Are you willing to do your part to build relationships beyond your current friendships? May our focus always be
finding ways to bring God glory and work
together in our worship! May we give of our
Are you willing to share musical talents, lead in worship through
gifts and talents and appreciate the God given
music, read scripture, help with visual worship (drama or arts)?
talents others share to express worship even
when we would like to see more of our way.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Library Notes
(The following is a book report written by Irene Brenneman. The
This book will be difficult to put down and its message
note that came with the report reads “Have you read this book? of hope and perseverance will remain with you long after
If not, you must! It is the most gripping book I’ve read in a long you’ve finished reading.
time.” And thus this review. You will find this book, plus many
You will find “The Price of Freedom” in the New Books
more excellent books in the library! Stop by soon to see! editor)

Section of the library. If it is checked out, ask to be placed
on a waiting list to be next in line to read it.

The Price of Freedom
Irene Brenneman
Are you looking for a true, modern-day miracle story? If
so, read “The Price of Freedom”!
This is the gripping story of two teenagers who determined to be true to God no matter what obstacles stood in
their way. They experienced extreme hardships and faced
death just moments away. Imagine being trapped inside a
cargo container on board a ship not knowing your destination. That’s what happened to Simon and Wesley. But
because of their faith in God, ingenuity, and the miracles of
God these brave young men finally escaped from communist Romania to Canada.
Volume XXII, Issue 4
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Meaning of the Cross
The four ends of the cross point all four directions
meaning Christian love can reach any direction to touch the
hearts of people wherever they are. To me, it signifies a
loving God, one that loved us so much he sent his son to
die for our sins so we could be saved by accepting what he
did for us on the cross.
It evokes emotion of love or disgust depending on your
To me, the cross predominantly symbolizes Christianity
belief or nonbelief in God. To a nonbeliever, the cross
and everything God has given us through Jesus, His Son. It could mean hypocrisy, foolishness, or fairy tales. Dependfirst started out as a way for Christians under persecution to ing on his experiences with those who believe in the cross,
identify another Christian. Gradually, it became the mark it could evoke hatred and war. Many wars have been
of the Christian church and you can see it today, everyfought in the belief that the cross held the guarantee of vicwhere. We mark church tops and cemeteries with it. You
tory for the warriors on both sides.
can see its form in telephone poles going on forever down
It is used as a plus sign in math.
the road. We wear it as jewelry and use it as bookmarks. It
In that context, it means more is to be
is popular in secular and religious areas as decoration and
added to the total. We utilize it as a
adornment.
sign denoting positive rather than
It’s an empty cross to signify that Christ is no longer
negative things. For instance, we
dead, but risen, living and working in our lives. It symbolcould say that possessing carpenter
izes life and power to a Christian (I Corinthians 1:18).
skills is a plus when building a new
Some believe in its power to exorcize demonic spirits. The
house. Sometimes we put it behind
Bible speaks of Jesus casting out demons in Matthew 8.
something to denote the concept of
Christ carried the cross to Golgotha where he was crucified.
more. For example, you could say
It signifies suffering. (John 19:16-18). We sometimes
that fifty + people were present at the
speak of bearing out cross, meaning carrying our burden
meeting.
like Christ, for greater reward in the future.
In language it is the twentieth letter of the alphabet. We
It can denote reverence as people make the sign of the
speak of things as fitting to a t, meaning that it fits percross when they worship. In religious ceremonies the cross fectly. When we say the letter t, it could be that we mean
is held up in processions as the leader of those that follow the drink, tea.
after. Almost anyone looking at the cross will tell you it’s
For me, the cross signifies the day when I can have tea
a connector, like a plus sign, signifying a joining of one to
in heaven, with a new body that fits me to a t, which can
another, just like those telephone poles mentioned earlier.
It’s seen as a universal Christian symbol accepted by every only be a +!
(I came across this paper recently that was written for a class
back in 1996. As I reread it I discovered it says almost the same
thing I believe at this date in time. The only thing I would add Is
I love and treasure it much more than I did when it was an assignment. I’m hoping it will spark some thoughts about what the
cross means for you. A S)

Christian denomination regardless of their doctrinal differences. It signifies we are all connected through Christ.

Aline Schipper

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WMSC News
March 6th meeting of WMSC found 35 women and children
ready for work. There was work to do for everyone; quilting, knotting comforters, tearing and rolling bandages,
knotting rugs, embroidering, and sewing on the machine.
Work completed was 7 knotted rugs and 2 health kits. The
project aid for the month was the food pantry and there
were a number of donations. We had a wonderful meal of
chicken and homemade noodles. The devotional was given
Page 4

by Shirley Zillmer. Join us next month when we have a
special guest, Jeff Miller, giving devotions. Our material
aid is yardage, 2 yards minimum. Our meal is supposed to
be chef salad, but the “kitchen staff” like to surprise us
sometimes.
Jennifer Brenneman

Mustard Seed

NEWS FROM CROWDED CLOSET
The Crowded Closet Association Meeting was held on
March 11, 2013 at East Union
Mennonite Church at 7 pm.
Present were the Crowded

Closet board and association
church reps. The meeting began
with a skit from Jane Yoder
Short and four other ladies on
the story of Moses and the Basket and the five ladies who had
an impact on his life when he
was small and saved his life
from being killed.
The agenda for the evening was
approving the new bylaws and
new board members. Julie
Bartel, current board member,
will be Leader of the board.
Carla Liechty is being replaced
by Roger Farmer, Bob Cummings is replacing Barry Graber
and Nici Bontrager is replacing
Elva Evers. Bob works at the
Closet and is a retired Methodist minister(39 Yrs). One of the
new bylaws is that one of the
board members must be a nonMennonite..

Egli’s help, hauls for them),
totaled $54,349 . MCC wants us
to recycle as much as possible.
E-bay sales brought in $16,557.
Off site sales, which is
taking Gift Shop items
to church bazaars, etc.
How many of you have ever volunteered at The Closet?
totaled $6,320. Thrift
Shop USA sales have
increased 14% the last year.
This year we are having half
price sales on the third Thursday of
each
month.
This
means
50%
off of
all
thrift
items
and
25%
off in the gift shop. They are
open till 8 pm that day. In addition, pink tag sales are held in
the antiques area on the
Wednesday before, so folks
don’t have to fight the crowds
on half price day.
Each table was given a sheet of
questions. One question was
“Do you think your church understands the needs of Crowded
Closet?” How many of you
have ever volunteered at The
Closet? It takes a lot of people
to get things done for the store.
Remember what a worthy cause
MCC is and the contributions it
makes to the help feed and
clothe the less fortunate.

You’re Invited!

Margaret Miller gave the treasurer’s report. The totals were
for January-December 2012
during which Crowded Closet
sent $579,000.00 to MCC. Income from the Gift Shop was
$72,215. Thrift sales were
Your KMC rep, Elsie Mast
$789,136. Salvage sales
(cardboard, bales of clothing,
plastic recycle, and scrap metal
which Wilbur Mast, with Grant
Volume XXII, Issue 4
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A Note From the Elders
Several people have asked about the Pastoral
7. Pastor Scott is given information and the opportuSearch Committee process. Below is an outline of
nity to visit with the candidate.
the pastoral search process followed by most Men8. Information about the candidate is presented to the
nonite congregations. Completing the Congregacongregation.
tional Information Form will require a substantial
9. The candidate is presented to the congregation for
chunk of time as will answering questions concerna visit and trial sermon.
ing our congregation’s theological perspectives. At
10. The congregation votes on the proposed candidate.
points along the way the committee will be asking
the congregation for input, as well as reporting to
An 80% approval vote is suggested.
the congregation. Once underway, the process
Adapted from the Mennonite Church USA, Leadership Decould take up to a year.
velopment
We have begun contacting people to serve on the committee and are awaiting responses. Frank Yoder as Elder will
chair the committee.
Pastoral Search Committee Process Outline
1. Meet with Tim Detweiler, Conference Pastor to
review the process.
2. Prepare an accurate and balanced portrait of the
congregation by completing the Congregational
Information Form.
3. Answer the questions about the theological perspective of the congregation in response to Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective. You
should also become familiar with A Mennonite Polity for Ministerial Leadership. This book describes
credentialing understandings and procedures.

Results of the Listening sessions
Thank you to those who shared your comments about the
question of whether or not Jeff Miller can be a candidate
for the associate pastor position if he feels led to apply.
While there were several people who said Jeff should not
be a candidate, a clear majority said they would be fine
with Jeff being a candidate if he
was interested. If Jeff is interested in the position, he would
go through the process as would
any other candidate.
Church Constitution

As mentioned in the last Mustard Seed, some have raised
questions about whether the
4. Forward a copy of the completed Congregational search committee process follows the current guidelines. In
Information Form, to the conference minister.
This signals your readiness to begin looking at can- looking further at this question we discovered the current
church Constitution (2004) does not specify the make-up of
didate resumes.
the search committee. The previous Constitution (1991)
5. Review the list of candidates, made available by
does specify who should be on the search committee. In
the Conference Pastor. This includes brief bioany case it would likely be a good idea to begin the process
graphical information. After identifying potential
of updating the Constitution.
candidates the Conference Pastor will provide the
Ministerial Leadership Information form and refer- Marcus Miller, Elder Chair
*For the complete process as recommended by Mennonite
ences as appropriate.
6. Conduct initial interviews with one or more candi- Church USA, go to the following link:
dates. If a candidate appears to be a good fit, the
http://mennoniteusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/
committee will conduct further interviews. At this InstructionsForCongregtionalSearchCommittee.pdf
point the committee works with only one candidate. This may include discussions related to the
job description.

Page 6

Mustard Seed

Joy Comes in the Morning!
The statistics tell a story of too much demand and not
enough supply. Unlike automobiles, sweaters, or plywood,
human organs cannot be manufactured in greater numbers
when the demand is there. More than 115,000 people are
currently waiting for an organ. Imagine everyone who
lives in Iowa City plus all the football fans in Kinnick Stadium at a sold-out football game and that gives you a sense
of how many people are waiting for a kidney, a heart, a
liver, or another organ and a chance to live.

fear and apprehension that one might expect in this situation. The tests leading up to the surgery sounded like tests
usually do—unpleasant, a bit humiliating, and too numerous.

Fred’s own words tell the story best.
The day was September 27, 2012 the same day as my first
kidney transplant of 1974. There was some planning that
had to happen before my second transplant. We were seekWhat the statistics
ing a donor for about eight years and there were many ofdo not say is how an
fers from generous people but no matches. We began workindividual life can
change if they are given ing with Mayo hospital in 2008 and we made annual trips
there to continue to be checked by them to see if my body
an organ. At Kalona
Mennonite, we have a would endure a second transplant. In 2010 they set a date
to transplant my sister Mim’s AB kidney into my Type O
living example of this
body. They had some past experience with AB-O incomin Fred Yoder. Fred
recently received a kid- patibility but it was a fairly new procedure. In September
of 2010 they told us they had some “bad outcomes” and
ney that was given by
they were taking a break to find out why.
his sister, Mim Nisly,
It was difficult to accept that because we had done a lot
who also attends Kaof preparing as a family and told a number of people what
lona Mennonite. For
we thought was going to happen. We accepted the situaFred, it was the second time he had received a kidney.
tion and continued to do dialysis from three to six times a
When he was a teenager, he began to be aware he had a
health issue and in 1974, he underwent a kidney transplant. week.
That kidney functioned for about 30 years, a remarkably
In early 2013, we received a letter from the chief translong time for a transplanted kidney.
The average life span of a transplanted
kidney is 10-12 years. That is testament This surgeon, as all surgeons are, was optimistic and believed this would work for me.
to the care Fred took as he watched his
health over those years in order to
maintain a healthy kidney. But even the most diligent atplant surgeon asking me to be part of a study for the use of
tention to his food and other factors did not prevent the kid- a cancer drug for transplants. He was trying to get approval
ney from deteriorating.
from the FDA to use the drug. We decided we didn’t want
When Fred’s kidney began to fail, he went on dialysis in to do that. Along with the hoops they expect you to jump
through, there were numerous side effects. So we waited
2004. At that time, doctors also began to search for a potential donor as they anticipated another transplant. Dialy- until we returned for our annual visit in April. In talking to
sis does not do the work of cleaning blood as well as a kid- the surgeon, he said I only had a small window of opportunity because of my age and health. His associate said no
ney and even though it went well for Fred, it took its toll
over time. In the process of searching for a donor, the doc- one who had used the drug had any of the named side eftors determined that Mim was the closest match although it fects. This surgeon, as all surgeons are, was optimistic and
was not perfect. Mim agreed to donate one of her kidneys. believed this would work for me.
Seeing her brother in pain was a strong motivation to do
We came home and discussed it with my siblings and
whatever she could to help.
others. We talked to Mim again to see if she was willing to
Mim’s experience working at the University Hospitals give me one of her kidneys and she consented. (cont. on
and Clinic prepared her for what was to come. She had
page 8)
seen these procedures before and that helped alleviate the
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(Cont. from page 7)
It took me a while to decide because I knew we would
have a new regiment of drugs, possible different side effects, and my age was also a factor. I was expecting some
answers as a result of our prayers but I didn’t get an earth
shaking answer. Mim, Judy, and I all had some God winks
that shed some light but nothing to tell us to do it. I was
doing okay with dialysis but it also was having some negative effects on my body and six days a week was becoming
complicated. We were discreet about telling people because of the possibility of it not happening. We decided
being tied to a machine was not the quality of life we
wanted. So I told Mayo we would be part of the study.
The date was set and I would be at Mayo September 18, to
do a body work up and five treatments of plasma exchange.
That removes my plasma and they replace it with new
plasma to remove the high antibodies I had. They gave me
another six
treatments
after the transplant. Not
only does it do
the exchange
but also decreases protein
and other nutrients. The
first five were
okay but the
last three
caused bumps
in the road.

to see if they could find anything in the abdomen that was
causing the problem. They didn’t find what they were
looking for but they noticed one of my native kidneys had a
growth on it and would have to be removed. About two
weeks later it was removed and some repairs were done on
the abdominal wall. It was not cancerous which was a surprise to the surgeons. Judy and I were elated and thanked
God for another positive answer.
That procedure was difficult to bounce back from. I had
to relearn to walk, get my strength back, and regain an appetite. I was released from the hospital after two weeks late
on a Friday night and was readmitted on the following
Monday because of wound leakage. We were released
again to the transplant house after eight weeks and returned
to Iowa on December 4. I did a lot of physical therapy because I was determined not to bring a walker home with
me.
Judy, Mim, and I were very thankful for the prayers of
God’s people which were people at KMC and friends. Our
family was very supportive and most of them were there for
the transplant including my son and grandson. The chaplain read Psalm 24 before the transplant and continues to
speak to us today. Scott and Jan, along with a number of
other people, visited us which was very generous as were
the cards and gifts we received. Some people have told us
they are continuing to pray for us.

Fred and Judy are back in Iowa and Fred is recovering his
strength. As a living donor, Mim has had the pleasure of
seeing her gift being used. When I talked about fear and
apprehension, she said that she felt confident because she
knew people were praying for her. When I asked her what
she would say to people who ask about becoming an organ
donor, she said they should do it—share and give back.
Summing up the whole experience, Fred quotes this scripWe had the
transplant and ture from Psalm 30:5 “For his anger lasts only a moment,
but his favor lasts a lifetime! Weeping may last through
I was never
the night, but joy comes in the morning.”
concerned
about the kid- Frank Yoder
ney, it worked well from the beginning and the plasma exchange did what it was suppose do—remove all the antibodies. Every time I had plasma treatment I also had an
intravenous dose of the cancer drug. Fortunately because
of the study we were not required to pay for the drug which
is very expensive.
I had some other issues pop up and they did a CAT scan
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!!
Well first off I just have to say that I won’t trust Punxsutawney Phil again. This has been a terrible early
Spring! So how are your NCAA brackets doing?
Ours have suffered a lot, but sure have been fun
watching the upsets. Now for what’s happening…..

cently. They bought some pizzas and baked them at
the church. Sounds like they all had a great time; they
even worked
on jigsaw puzzles.

We enjoyed seeing the KMC kids “waving” their
palm branches as we sang the opening hymn last Sunday. It’s always good to see the kids involved in the
worship service.
The Agape SS Class treated the senior singles of
KMC to a noon meal several Sunday’s ago. They
served pork loin with all the trimmings. Good job,
Agape Class.
Laura Richenberger, the daughter of Duran &
Tracy Richenberger, is engaged to be married to Micah Scott and a fall wedding is planned.

Nicole Hershberger is in her
Jack & Glenda Seward recently traveled to Italy.
third year of colThey went with a tour group and visited Rome, Ven- lege at Iowa State University. She recently applied for
ice, Pisa (including the tower). No, they weren’t
Veterinary School at ISU and was accepted and will
choosing the newest pope, however they were visiting start in August, 2013! Congratulations Nicole.
Assisi when it was announced that the new pope
Frank Yoder went on a business trip to Germany
would be called Pope Francis the First, taken from the for 10 days. While he was there he also went & visname of St. Francis of Assisi. According to Jack,
ited the family he stayed with about 40 years ago
they had a great time.
when he was a high school exchange student. I’m
Wilbur & Elsie Mast recently visited Frieda
(Nussbaum) and her husband Bob Lynn in Arkansas.
Frieda was the wife of the late former pastor here at
KMC (Elton Nussbaum) and she says to say hello to
all. It’s always good to hear about former KMCers.
The Lamplighter SS Class had a party at KMC re-

sure he had a great time.
OK, that’s it for now. I’ve got to get back to my
BB games. Hope you all have a good April. Hopefully the snow will go away and we can hunt mushrooms and follow our favorite baseball teams.
So long for now,

Ed V. & Carol Miller

I just have to say that I won’t trust Punxsutawney Phil again
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