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The Revelation Of Jesus Christ    
 

 

INTRODUCTION: REVELATION 1:1-3 

 

REV.  1:1  �     This book is the personal revelation [602: apokalupsis (ap-ok-al'-oop-sis); from 

apo = “off “and kalupo= “cover”; lit. “off cover”, take the lid off, uncover, disclose, make naked] of 

Jesus Christ.  This book is an “unsealed book” (Rev. 22:10),  unlike the book of Daniel which is 

sealed until the time of the end (see Daniel 12:9) when the wise will begin to understand it more and 

more fully. 

 

These things must soon take place [5034  en tachos (takh'-os);  with quickness or speed, hastening, 

quickly, shortly here, coming speedily].  The emphasis is on the HOW?  not  on the WHEN? 

 

John is a servant [1401  doulos (doo'-los); from 1210 – “to bind”; a slave (literal or figurative, 

involuntary or voluntary);  a bondsman, a man of servile condition,  devoted to another to the 

disregard of one's own interests].  In v. 9 John further identifies himself with the saints in the 

suffering, kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus.  Note that angels (messengers) are 

also fellow servants of God:  Revelation 19:10 and 22:9.  Paul describes for us the characteristics of 

a servant in Galatians 1:10 and 2 Timothy 2:19-26. 

 

REV.  1:2  �     John testifies to everything he saw which was the “Word of God”.  In John 1:1,2,14 

we are told that the Word was in the beginning, it was with God and it was God and that Word 

became flesh and dwelt (lit. “pitched a tent”) with us.  In 1 John 1:1 he tells us: That which was 

from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 

at and our hands have touched-- this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 

 

Note that “...the testimony of Jesus Christ...”  is the “spirit of prophecy” according to Revelation 

19:10.  This “testimony” or “prophecy” can be divided up into three major sections; past, present and 

future, as defined by v.19 and shown in the table below: 

 

Revelation 1 things you have seen past 

Revelation 2, 3 things which are present 

Revelation 4 - 22 
things which will take place 

after 
future 

 

 

REV.  1:3  �     The book promises a blessing for those who read, hear and keep (take to heart) 

what is written because ---  the time [2540  kairos (kahee-ros'); an occasion, set or proper time, due 

season, measure of time; characterized by events of a period and stresses quality (of time)] is near.  

In contrast to a season of time is [5550  chronos (khron'-os); a space of time (long or short), duration 

of a period, time interval; stresses quantity (of time)].  Both kairos and chronos are used in Acts 1:7 

where Jesus uses them to tell the disciples it is not for them to know the season or time of  the 

restoration of the Kingdom of Israel. 
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Note that  the “blessing” in this verse is the first of seven “beatitudes” in the Book of Revelation: 

  

1 Revelation 1:3 
Blessed is he who reads & hears the words of this prophecy, 

and keeps those things written in it ...... 

2 Revelation 14:13 Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on ..... 

3 Revelation 16:15 Blessed is he who watches & keeps his garments ..... 

4 Revelation 19:9 
Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of 

the Lamb ..... 

5 Revelation 20:6 Blessed & holy is he who has part in the first resurrection 

...... 
6 Revelation 22:7 

Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this 

book ..... 

7 Revelation 22:14 Blessed are those who do his commandments ...... 

 

 

To keep these words means taking them to heart, holding them fast, observing them, and guarding 

them. In other words, “obeying” by acting upon the truth found in the Revelation of Jesus Christ, 

which is His testimony!  Having died to sin and being made alive by the resurrection power of Jesus 

Christ it means being “sold out” to Him who saved us, keeps us and loves us.  By living the truth we 

demonstrate that (1) we believe Jesus Christ and (2) we love Him.  This is all part of being a servant 

(slave of Jesus Christ).  Note what James 1:22-25 says regarding the action of belief. 

 

Note that Jesus considers this of utmost importance; Revelation 22:6,7, 12-20 

 

 

 

THINGS PAST, THE RISEN & GLORIFIED CHRIST: REVELATION 1:4-20 

 

REV. 1:4  �   “John, to the seven churches...” The apostle begins this much in the manner of the 

Jewish prophets. They often name themselves in the messages which they receive from God to 

deliver to the people; e. g. "The vision of ISAIAH, the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah 

and Jerusalem." "The words of JEREMIAH, the son of Hilkiah; to whom the word of the Lord 

came." "The word of the Lord came expressly unto EZEKIEL, the priest." "The word of the Lord that 

came unto HOSEA, the son of Beeri." "The word of the Lord that came to JOEL." "The words of 

AMOS, who was among the herdsmen of Tekoa." "The vision of OBADIAH; thus saith the Lord." 

"The word of the Lord came unto JONAH." So, "The revelation of Jesus Christ, which he sent and 

signified to his servant JOHN." "JOHN to the seven churches," etc. 

 

 Grace [5485  charis (khar'-ece);  graciousness (as gratifying), benefit, unmerited favor, gift, 

loving-kindness, merciful kindness] and peace [1515  eirene (i-ray'-nay); peace, set at one again, 

quietness, rest] the favorite greeting of the Greeks and Jews, respectively.  ....”from Him who is, and 

who was and who is to come”....  NOTE:  This description is repeated in v. 8. 
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 In Chasad Shimuel, Rabbi Samuel ben David asks: "Why are we commanded to use three 

hours of prayer? Answer: These hours point out the holy blessed God; shªhuw'  (heb 1931) hayah  

(heb 1961) hoyeh  (heb 1961) wªyihªyeh  (heb 1961); he who WAS, WHO IS, and WHO SHALL 

BE. The MORNING prayer points out him who WAS before the foundation of the world; the 

NOONDAY prayer points out him who IS; and the EVENING prayer points out him who IS TO 

COME." This phraseology is exceedingly appropriate, and strongly expresses the eternity of God; for 

we have no other idea of time than as past, or now existing, or yet to exist; nor have we any idea of 

eternity but as that duration called by some the eternity that was before time, and the endless duration 

that shall be when time is no more. That which WAS, is the eternity before time; that which IS, is 

time itself; and that which IS TO COME, is the eternity which shall be when time is no more. (from 

Adam Clarke Commentary) 

 

 ...... “and from the seven spirits before His throne”.... represent the life and knowledge of 

God, His very Word!  They are seven in number to signify a completeness and fullness in all that 

they represent.  We will come to see that the seven spirits of God represent His very presence, life 

and light, being sent throughout the earth. 

 

These seven spirits are referred to in Revelation 3:1 as the seven spirits of God held by Jesus Christ 

(who is the living Word).  In Revelation 4:5 they are associated with seven lamps blazing before 

God’s throne, the seven spirits of God; and again in Revelation 5:6 they are identified with seven 

eyes of the lamb (who was slain and found worthy to open the scroll sealed with seven seals) and 

represent the seven spirits of God sent throughout the earth.  Note Zechariah 4:1-6, 8-10 talks about 

seven eyes of the LORD which range throughout the earth in the context of a golden lampstand 

having seven channels with seven lights representing the Word of the LORD.  Also, in Matthew 

6:22-24 and Luke 11:34-36  we are told that the eye is the “lamp” of the body.  In scripture, life is 

pictured as a lamp.  See Proverbs 20:27 where the spirit of a man is called the “lamp of the LORD” 

that searches the inner depths of his heart!  (See also Job 18:5-6; 21:17; Psalms 18:28; 119:105; 

132:17; Proverbs 13:9; 24:20).  Therefore, we see that the seven spirits of God represent His very 

presence, life and light, being sent throughout the earth, seeing, knowing and evaluating that which 

pertains to man.  (See also Hebrews 4:12). 

 

REV.  1:5  �     ...... “and from Jesus Christ who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the  

dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.” 

 the Faithful & True Witness:  See  John 8:17,18; Rev. 3:14; 19:11 

   the Firstborn from the dead:   See  Psalms 16:10; Acts 13:33; 1 Cor.15:20-22 

   the Ruler of earthly kings:    See  Psalms 2; Isaiah 9:6,7; Ephesians 1:20-22; 

             Revelation 17:14; 19:16 

 

• Jesus Christ loves us!  John 3:16 

• As the Lamb of God He has freed us from sin by His blood.  John 1:29; Rom. 5:9;    

   Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14. 

• Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.  Heb. 9:22. 

• The life of flesh is in the blood.  (Blood = Life    Sin = Death).  Lev. 17:11. 
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REV.  1:6  �  Jesus Christ has made us to be a kingdom & priests to serve His God and Father.  See 

1 Peter 2:9,10; Revelation 5:9,10.  To Him be all the glory [1391  doxa (dox’-ah); splendor, 

brightness, majesty, opinion, judgment] & dominion [2904  kratos (krat'-os); vigor, great (literally 

or figuratively), power, force, strength] forever. 
 
REV.  1:7  �    This verse combines OT descriptions of Messiah’s coming. He is coming with the 

clouds [ Deut. 33:26; Psalms 104:3; Daniel 7:13; Matthew 24:30; Rev. 14:14 ].  Those who 

pierced Him (i.e., the Jews)  will mourn [ Psalms 22:16; Zechariah 12:10 ].  
 
Both verses 6 and 7 end with “AMEN”.    This word means “surely”, “truly”, “faithful”, “so be it”. 

It was a custom, which passed over from the synagogues to the Christian assemblies, that when he 

who had read or discoursed, had offered up solemn prayer to God, the others responded "Amen!" and 

thus made the substance of what was uttered their own.   The word "amen" is a most remarkable 

word. It was transliterated directly from the Hebrew into the Greek of the New Testament, then into 

Latin and into English and many other languages, so that it is practically a universal word. It has 

been called the best-known word in human speech. The word is directly related --in fact, almost 

identical --to the Hebrew word for "believe" ('aman), or faithful. Thus, it came to mean "sure" or 

"truly", an expression of absolute trust and confidence.  Jesus is called the “Amen” in Revelation 

3:14.  The word “Amen” is the LAST word in the book of Revelation --- the LAST WORD in the 

Bible! 
 
REV.  1:8  �     God and Jesus are the Alpha & Omega, First & Last, Beginning & End.   See also 

Revelation 1:17; 2:8; 21:6; and 22:13.  This description goes back to Isaiah 44:1-6; 24; 48:12 

where it is applied to the LORD (Jehovah) of  hosts!  Note that this description of God is linked to 

His creative power; i.e., everything that was created, including time itself, exits between the God of 

eternity past and future.  Also, note that the first book of the Bible, Genesis, starts off by saying, “In 

the beginning, God created ...”. 
 
 [The beginning and the ending] That is, as aleph (') or alpha  (grk 1) is the beginning of the 

alphabet, so am I the author and cause of all things; as tau (t) or OO  (grk 5598), omega, is the end 

or last letter of the alphabet, so am I the end of all things, the destroyer as well as the establisher of 

all things. This clause is lacking in almost every manuscript and version of importance. It appears to 

have been added first as an explanatory note, and in process of time crept into the text. Griesbach has 

left it out of the text. It is worthy of remark, that as the union of 'aleph (') and tau (t) in Hebrew make 

'et  (heb 853), which the rabbis interpret of the first matter out of which all things were formed (see 

the note at <Gen. 1:1>); so the union of A  (grk 1), alpha, and OO  (grk 5598), omega, in Greek, 

makes the verb aoo), I breathe, and may very properly, in such a symbolical book, point out Him in 

whom we live, and move, and have our being; for, having formed man out of the dust of the earth, he 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and he became a living soul; and it is by the inspiration or 

inbreathing of his Spirit that the souls of men are quickened, made alive from the dead, and fitted for 

life eternal. He adds also that he is the Almighty, the all-powerful Framer of the universe, and the 

inspirer of men.  (from Adam Clarke Commentary) 

 

Almighty  [Gk. 3841  pantokrator (pan-tok-rat'-ore);  the all-ruling, Almighty, Omnipotent; 

i.e. God (as absolute and universal sovereign) ]  This word is used in the New Testament only 

one time outside the book of Revelation (which uses it 9 times) in 2 Corinthians 6:18 where 

Paul is quoting Old Testament scripture.  The equivalent O.T. word is [Heb. 7706 Shaddai; 

almighty, most powerful; the Almighty (referring to the true God)].  This word is used 49 
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times in the O.T., and is used extensively in Job, 31 times; Genesis, 6 times; and Ruth, 3 

times. 

 The title “Almighty” should not be underestimated for this name expresses the power and 

authority required to be Creator.  Some believe that this verse is speaking of God the Father, others 

of Jesus Christ.. Ultimately it can be said of both and so is applied to Jesus in verses 11 and 17!  

Note similar titles applied to the Messiah (Christ Jesus) in Isaiah 9:6: Wonderful, Counselor, 

Mighty God, everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Colossians 1:13-17  tells us that Jesus Christ is 

both creator and redeemer.  As such, He has a claim on every soul for Jesus Christ is truly, 

Almighty! 
 
 In Revelation 4:11 the Lord Almighty (on His throne) is being worshipped because He is 

Creator, and in Revelation 5:9,12 the Lamb is being worshipped because He is Redeemer. 

 

REV.  1:9  �  The apostle John calls himself a “brother” and “companion”
1
 in the suffering and 

kingdom and the patient endurance that are ours in Jesus. 
 

We are companions in Tribulation with Jesus Christ.  See John 15:18-21; 16:33; Acts 5:40-

42; 14:21,22; Romans 8:16-18; 2 Timothy 1:8,9. 
 
 Note the connection between suffering/tribulation & patient endurance which carries the 

idea of perseverance, steadfastness, unswerving loyalty and faithfulness in the face of trials and 

temptations, literally, pressure.  This is one aspect of the Christian life that is not talked about too 

much, but the scripture tells us that those who would live Godly in Jesus Christ will indeed suffer 

persecution (2 Timothy 3:12).  Note that in Revelation 3:10, the church (at Philadelphia) is told that 

because they have persevered in the face of the trials the world brings upon the Church, they will be 

kept from the trials God brings upon the world!     See also the following scripture: Romans 5:3-8; 

2 Thessalonians 1:3-5; Philippians 1:29; James 1:2-4; 5:7,8; Revelation 14:12. 

  

Tribulation/Suffering  [2347  thlipsis (thlip'-sis); pressure (literally or figuratively), a 

pressing together: This word is metaphorically translated afflicted(-tion), anguish, burdened, 

persecution, tribulation, trouble, oppression,  distress]. 

 

 John was on the small, rocky island of Patmos (about 10 miles long and six miles wide) off  

the southwest Turkish coast in the Aegean sea. He was exiled there (according to a tradition 

preserved by Irenaeus, Eusebius, Jerome and others), by the Roman emperor Domitian (ruled A. D. 

81-96) in A.D. 95 for preaching the Word of God and the Testimony of Jesus (which is the spirit of 

prophecy, Revelation 19:10). ).  Because of its desolate and barren nature, Patmos was used by the 

Romans as a place to banish criminals, who were forced to work at hard labor in the mines and 

quarries of the island. Because Christians were regarded as criminals by Domitian, the Apostle 

probably suffered from harsh treatment during his exile on Patmos. An early Christian tradition says 

that  John was in exile on Patmos for about 18 months, from where he returned to Ephesus in A.D. 

96 after the assassination of Domitian.  The shoreline of Patmos offers magnificent views of the 

Aegean sea. A famous monastery, St. Christodulos, was founded on the island in 1088 near which is 

                                                 
1
 Companion [4791  sugkoinonos (soong-koy-no-nos');  a co-participant:  companion, partaker with). participant with 

others in anything, a joint partner.  From a word related to koinonia = fellowship] 
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a thriving school, attended by students from all parts of the Archipelago.  Many ruins of can still be 

seen there today which attest to the ancient use of this island. 

 

 

 Testimony [3141  marturia (mar-too-ree'-ah);  evidence given (judicially or genitive case):  

record, report, testimony, witness.  Includes the office committed to the prophets of testifying 

concerning future events.  What one testifies, a testimony, that is, before a judge; as Jesus 

does of the Father as the True & Faithful Witness. This word is derived from “martus” which 

means “witness” and from which we get the word “martyr”. 

 

 All those who claim to be followers of Jesus Christ also have the Word of  God and His 

testimony.  We are to be ready to share the testimony (Gospel) of Jesus Christ anywhere, anytime 

with anyone! 

 

REV.  1:10  �  John received this Revelation on the Lord’s day, i.e., on Sunday, the first day of the 

week when the early Church assembled together for worship in commemoration of the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ.  (e.g., Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2).  The Apostle was “in the spirit”,  which simply 

means he was worshipping the Lord through prayer and meditation on God’s Word.   

 

John heard a loud voice behind him that sounded like a trumpet.  The idea here is that this voice was 

so powerful, it literally shook the air (and probably John’s stomach), much like the sound of a 

roaring waterfall, freight train or a tornado.  This sound is again expressed in verse 15 as “many 

waters”. 

 

Loud voice  [3173  megas (meg'-as);  big, great (-est), high, large, mighty and 5456  phone 

(fo-nay');  a tone (articulate, bestial or artificial); noise, sound, voice]. 

Trumpet [4536  salpigx (sal'-pinx); a trumpet, perhaps from 4535  salos (sal'-os); a 

vibration, to billow (through the idea of quavering or reverberation of the air]  

 

REV.  1:11  �  This voice was the voice of the resurrected, glorified Christ Jesus (vv. 17, 18).  The 

voice told John to write on a scroll what he sees and send it to seven churches.  These are: 

(1)  Ephesus, (2) Smyrna, (3) Pergamum, (4) Thyatira, (5) Sardis, (6) Philadelphia, and (7) 

Laodicea.  To each one of these churches is repeated the following admonition: 

 

He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches ........ 

 

[Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22] 

 

 This is referring to having a “spiritual ear” --- one having been sanctified by the cleansing of 

the blood of Jesus Christ.  See Leviticus 8:22-24; 14:14, 25. 

 

Summary Of Revelation 1:9-11 

 

As Christians, we are called to  

• Patient Endurance 

• Suffering for the sake of the Gospel 
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 As Christians, we are all companions with Jesus Christ in 

• The Kingdom of God 

• The Family & Fellowship of God 

 Jesus Christ reveals, uncovers Himself before the churches 

REV.  1:12  �   John turns to see who had the loud voice that was vibrating the air. He sees seven 

golden lampstands.  Verse 20 tells us that these represent the seven churches (listed in verse 11). 

 

REV.  1:13  �   John’s first impression of someone who looks like “a son of man” [huios tou 

anthropou] dressed in a long robe reaching the feet and having a golden sash around his chest.  This 

person is dressed in a priestly robe!   

 

 The term “a son of man” is important doctrinally  it identifies the Savior fully with man.  

It is the complement to Jesus Christ being Immanuel,  “God with us”. The first Adam was made in 

the image of God; Jesus the “Last Adam” was made in the likeness of man. This expression sets 

Jesus forth as “the second man ..... from heaven” as opposed to “the first man ..... from the earth”. 

(see Gen. 1:26, 27; Rom. 5:15-21; 1 Cor. 15:20-23, 45; Heb. 1:1-14; 2:9-18).  Jesus Christ was the 

promised “Seed” ( Son )of the woman ( man ) that would bruise the serpent’s (Satan’s) head (Gen. 

3:15).  Also, Paul talks about the Messiah being the promised “Seed” (i.e., son) of Abraham (Gal. 

3:16-19).  Finally, this term is a reminder that the Old Testament prophetic blessing centering on the 

coming Messiah are to find their fulfillment in the Seed of woman (Psalms 8:4; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6,7). 

 

The phrase “son of man” has far reaching significance.  Jesus referred to Himself by this title 

85 times in the four Gospels [ Matthew = 33; Mark = 15; Luke = 25 and John = 12] and is routinely 

used in connection with His mission which was to ....”seek and save that which is lost” (Luke 

19:10); with His death, burial & resurrection (Matt. 12:40; 20:18; 26:2); and His second coming 

(Dan. 7: 13, 14; Matt. 24:37-44; Luke 12:40).  “The Son of man” is our Lord’s human title, as “the 

Son of David” is distinctly His Jewish name and “the Son of God” is His divine name.  In this title 

for the Lord is universal judgment committed (John 5:26, 27).  The apostle Stephen saw the heavens 

open and ......”the Son of man standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:56). 
 
 In Ezekiel the expression “son of man” is routinely applied to the prophet himself, but there 

it suggests what the prophet is to God – not what he is to himself. As “son of man”, Ezekiel was 

chosen, spiritually commissioned and sanctified by God for a unique mission: To remind God’s 

people during their captivity in Babylon that He has not forgotten His promise to send the Messiah, 

the “anointed Savior”, the Seed of  woman.   This expression is also used of Daniel (Dan. 8:17). 

 

REV.  1:14-16  �   John describes the person who was speaking to him.  Verse 18 identifies this 

person -- it is the resurrected, glorified, Lord & Savior – Jesus Christ!  Note carefully the description 

given, for each aspect is significant and expresses the character of  the Messiah as the coming Judge.  

The description given here by John is similar to the description given by Daniel (Dan. 7:9; 10:5,6) & 

during the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17:2). The description is summarized in the table below: 

 

Feature Description Significance 

head & hair white like wool, like snow wisdom, eternal age (Ancient of days) 

eyes flame of fire consuming, purifying knowledge 

feet burnished bronze, glowing like in a judgment for sin 
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voice sound of many waters (waterfall) overwhelming power 
right hand holding seven stars sustaining messengers of churches 

mouth sharp two-edge sword the Word (Logos) of God, Truth 

face shining like the brightness of the sun glory & honor, source of life and light 

 His head and hair being white as wool, white as snow speak of ancient character and wisdom.  

The eyes being associated with fire speak of the effect fire has – it is a cleansing and purifying agent, 

burning up the chaff and refining precious metal.  Fire also is a consuming agent, it brings the 

“dross” to the surface where it can be removed, it removes what is on the surface and reveals what is 

hidden behind the facade, below the surface.  The feet of bronze speak of judgment for sin  in the 

OT, items which were made from bronze included the bronze laver and altar of sacrifice, both used 

during the sacrificial atonement of sin.  The voice literally vibrated the air with power that could be 

felt and well as heard (cp. verse 10).  Anyone who has been next to a large waterfall, or near a 

tornado, freight train, or even next to 30 racing cars will understand what this means. We learn in 

verse 20 that the seven stars are angels [Gk. 32  aggelos (ang'-el-os); from aggello (to bring tidings); 

a messenger; especially an "angel"; by implication, a pastor: a messenger, an envoy, one who was 

sent, an angel, a messenger from God]. These “angels” may actually be referring to the seven pastors 

which were messengers to the seven churches.  So the Lord Jesus Christ upholds them in the hand of 

honor, the right hand.  The sharp, two-edged sword is elsewhere identified with the Word of God 

(Isa. 11:4; Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12; Rev. 19:15).  The Word of God creates, sustains, judges, convicts 

and saves.  Finally, just as the sun gives light and life, so the glorious “Sun of Righteousness” 

(Malachi 4:2) gives light and life and comes with “healing in His wings”.  Note the following: 
 
Rev. 21:23  The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God 

illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. (NKJ) 
 
Rev. 22:4-5  They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. There shall be no 

night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall 

reign forever and ever.  (NKJ) 
 

Notice, we do not have to guess as to who this person is, He identified in verses 17 & 18 as 

the First and the Last, the one who was dead and is alive forevermore, this person is none other than 

the crucified, resurrected Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ – the Word of God (John 1:1-5,14). 

 

REV.  1:17  �   The sight of Jesus glorified was too much for John to bear, he falls at Messiah’s feet 

as though dead.  Remember and contrast John’s previous relationship with Jesus, it was he who 

reclined with Jesus and rested his head on Jesus’ breast!  Jesus is an intimate Friend, Savior, and 

Shepherd, and High Priest, but He is also Holy and He is coming to judge mankind for its pride and 

wickedness as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!  (Revelation 19:11-16).  But  “fear not .....” 

 

REV.  1:18  �   A reminder of the supreme significance of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Paul 

reminds us in 1 Cor. 15:17-19  that if Christ be not raised from the dead we are still in our sins, and 

if we have hope in Christ only in this life we are of all people most miserable because we are 

sacrificing our lives for a lie. But Jesus is the one who lives, He was dead, and is alive forevermore. 

See also related scriptures: 1 Cor. 15:3, 4, 20; 54-57; Rom. 1:3,4; Eph. 1:19-23. 

 

Because of  Jesus’ victory over death we are told that he has the keys of Hades and Death 

(i.e., the contents of the fourth seal, Rev. 6:7,8).  This implies great authority over matters of Life & 
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Death (Rev. 20:11-15).  Jesus has been given power to raise the dead to life and then to judge them 

(John 5:21-29; 11:25,16).  Note that Hades is not the same place as Hell, also known as Gehenna, 

the Lake of Fire.  Note that these two, Death and Hades, will one day be cast into the Lake of Fire.   

(see Rev. 20:14). 

REV.  1:19  �   This is the  key verse that unlocks the pattern and summarizes, in outline form, the 

contents of the entire book of Revelation.  John is told to “write” (i.e., communicate) basically about 

the past, present and future.  Since this is an “unveiling” of Jesus Christ, it represents the things He 

wants us to know about the three periods of history.  Remember the promise given in verse 3:  

“Blessed is he that reads and hears the words of this prophecy and heeds the things written in it”. 

The book of Revelation then is summarized in the table below: 

 

 

Revelation 1 things you have seen past 

Revelation 2, 3 things which are present 

Revelation 4 - 22 
things which will take place 

after 
future 

 

 

REV.  1:20  �   Here we learn the symbolism of the seven stars, they are the angels or messengers 

to the seven churches; and the seven lampstands, they are the seven churches enumerated in verse 

11.   

 

So then, in reality, verse 13 tells us Jesus Christ is standing in the midst of the churches, that 

He has a presence in the churches and is observing them.  He is present in your church. This implies 

two things:  That the glorified, risen Lord & Savior, Jesus Christ, is (1) the Observer and (2) the 

Caretaker of the churches.  We see in Rev. 2:5 that a church which no longer loves Jesus and does 

not repent will have its lampstand removed, i.e., its “impact” will be removed from the community. 

Note that the lampstand is not the light, it only carries the light which is Jesus Christ (see John 1:3-

5,9).  Jesus’ desire is to use churches and individuals which seek to serve Him, obey Him and 

worship Him because they love Him. Churches are to let their light shine on the lampstand before all 

men so that the Father is glorified.  As Jesus said: 

 

Matt 5:14-16 -- "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do {men} 

light a lamp, and put it under the peck-measure, but on the lampstand; and it gives light to all who 

are in the house.  Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, 

and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” (NAS) 

 

Jesus is both the audience and maintainer of churches.  But more is implied in this passage 

of Revelation.  Jesus is the risen Christ and therefore is the Savior of the churches, as the Ancient of 

Days He is the Lord of the churches.   

 

There is also a more subtle message here.  The glorified Jesus Christ, as the one who is 

walking “in the midst of the lampstands” and whose “eyes are like flame of fire” and “feet like fine 

bronze glowing in the furnace”, is also the Judge of the churches. And that is just what He is doing 

in the letters to the seven churches in Asia, inspecting them and judging them.  1 Peter 4:17 tell us 
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that judgment begins first in the ...”house of God” so what will be the end of those who are not saved 

!?  

 

So the last verse of this chapter, the first section of Revelation (things which were seen) ends 

with an introduction to the second section of Revelation, the churches (things which are). 

 

 It is interesting to note that all of the attributes or characteristics of Jesus Christ described in 

verses 13 to 18 will be applied to each of the seven churches individually, specifically dictated by the 

particular problem or need of each church. 

 

Summary Of Revelation 1:12-20 

 

 Jesus Christ is revealed as 

 

• The Son of Man 

• Resident Observer present in the churches 

• Caretaker of the churches 

• The Lord & Savior of the churches 

• The Righteous Judge of the churches 


