
 

 

Robby and Deanna Nichols (Ellie, Douglas, Patch) 
 

Manila Mail 
Dear Friend, 
 

It’s summertime in the Philippines and that means, it’s scorching HOT! Local Filipino schools 

have been out for summer break since March but Faith Academy (Faith) will carry on through 

May. This is because our school’s calendar coincides with the summer-time tradition of our 

family's home country, the U.S. 

A Few Faith Facts 

 

Faith was founded 56 years ago by a small group of American missionary teachers seeking to 

serve the mission community by providing a school to prepare MKs (Missionary Kids) for 

college entrance in the U.S. Soon after opening, Faith became an international school and now 

families representing our student body come from over 20 countries!  

 

One of Faith’s primary goals has been to provide affordable schooling for families. For this 

reason, teachers at Faith are sent missionaries, raising their own funds to keep tuition costs 

down for families. Robby and I thank God for sustaining Faith through frequent transitions 



the school faces in meeting the various needs of the ever-changing mission community. We 

praise God when we realize how many nations are involved in fulfilling the Great Commission! 

 

This school year has been a year of accreditation for Faith and we are presently gearing up for 

a visit from WASC and ACSI to assess how we’re doing. Many on staff have worked on writing 

and re-writing the documents needed for the accreditation so we are all in scholar-mode… 

Guess that’s a good mode to be in as educators. It definitely has helped us feel for the students 

and what they go through to turn in papers and meet deadlines! 

 

Partners in Faith 

 

Thank you for your interest in MK education and for your support of our ministry. We depend 

on your prayers for our family and we know you are counting on us to share with you what’s 

happening. 

 

What's Happening 

 

During our most recent school break, Robby and I helped to lead ACTION’s Field Conference, 

which involved four days of fellowship, worship and retreat for our Philippine members. We 

were assisted by visiting Member Care missionaries, Keith and Marilyn Kaynor and John and 

Georgie Reed who took on the teaching and devotional times and shared on finding joy in the 

midst of stress and trials. It was a timely message! 

 

As we look to next year, we face a few changes in routine. Robby will be taking on leadership 

for the high school P.E. department while he continues to teach and coach basketball. Pray for 

him in this transition as it includes mentoring new teachers on the team. 

 

(Deanna) I have one more quarter working as Alumni Coordinator at Faith (a job I have really 

enjoyed) however I sense God leading me to work from home next year to provide some extra 

support for members of our family. Please pray God will show me what He has in store as the 

year unfolds. I may be able to help ACTION with some administrative needs and I’m planning 

to continue serving on the Parent Advisory Committee at Faith. 
 

(Kids) Ellie is a high schooler (9th grade), Douglas, a middle schooler (7th grade) and Patrick is 

in his last year of elementary (5th grade) so the Nichols kids pretty much have all 3 divisions 

covered! They have done a great job keeping up with school and friends but Robby and I are 

realizing how limited our time with them is. We are savoring our family times while we still all 

love hanging out! Would you please pray for each member of the family, that we would love 

God with our hearts , souls and minds. 



 

We thank God for close family friends we’ve made here and treasured friends and family we 

miss back home. In January we enjoyed a visit from my parents, David and Donna Jenkins 

who brought with them encouragement, insight and hugs. We're looking forward to a visit 

from Robby’s parents in November, when they will share in the dedication of ACTION’s 

birthing center, Shalom. 

 

Travel’s a Trip 

 

We are not due for a family furlough this summer but Ellie and I are planning to travel to the 

U.S. for the wedding of my brother, Michael (23) who will be marrying Hana Halvorsen on 

July 14 in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

 

FYI, Robby and the kids have recently been able to attain dual citizenship (American and 

Filipino) enabling them to come and go between both countries without the worry and expense 

of visas! [Deanna’s] application as spouse is a bit different and when completed will have 

similar benefits, but for now, it will be necessary to have Robby meet up with me upon my 

return (in Tokyo or Taipei) to accompany me back into the Philippines. Would you please pray 

about these details? ~ Thank you very much! 
 

 

ACTION Team Conference 

Pami Ellis, Rafi Sison, Robby 

 

Let us know how we can lift you up in 

prayer too! Your faithful support is a huge 

encouragement and we want you to know 

we appreciate you and thank God for His 

provision through you. 

 

Love in Christ, 

Deanna 

 

Robby and Deanna Nichols 

Ellie, Douglas, Patch 



 

 

Gifts given for Robby and Deanna, 

through ACTION are tax deductible 
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