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 * STEP THREE
READ Genesis 50:20-21.
Using power and authority to serve and benefit others is a concept contrary 
to what we usually see in our culture. This concept actually may go against 
the very reasons we desire power and/or authority.

As a group, READ John 13:3-5 and Matthew 20:25-28 and 
DISCUSS the following questions:

What did Jesus do in the place of all power and authority? 
How does it compare to what we most often see in our culture today? 
How does it relate to what we've seen with Joseph's power and authority? 
Does it look like what we do with power and authority? Why or why not? 
Do you personally know someone who exhibits this kind of serving attitude? 
What qualities of character do you see in his/her life?
Has your attitude about being in a place of power and authority been 
changed throughout our study of Joseph? If so, in what way? 

 * STEP FOUR
From The Place of Help, Oswald Chambers writes:

“Am I getting nobler, better, more helpful, more humble as I get older?
Am I exhibiting the life that men take knowledge of 

as having been with Jesus, or am I getting more self-assertive,
more deliberately determined to have my own way?

It is a great thing to tell yourself the truth.”
READ Philippians 2:1-11.

LOOK BACK and CONSIDER the areas in your life in which you have 
some type of power, authority, or influence over someone. 
SPEND TIME praying and thinking through the following questions:

What's my attitude like regarding my position of power or authority? 
Am I guilty of “lording it over” others? If so, do I need to ask for forgiveness?
What's my attitude like regarding serving vs. being served?
Is there an improper attitude or behavior I need to confess before God?
Is there someone with whom I need to talk it over?
Is there an attitude or behavior I need to change?
Is there someone I need to forgive?
In my current place of power, authority, or influence, how can I begin serving? 
Am I willing to do that? If not, what holds me back?

GROUP MEMBERS: Are you willing to share any promptings brought 
about by your personal reflection on the questions above?

PRAY:
Father, give us eyes to see the truth in our own lives.

Give us courage to turn our hearts and our attitudes to You.
Forgive us when we become prideful and self-serving.

Remind us of Jesus' attitude - that we may become more like Him.
It's in His name we pray.

Amen.

Bible reading guide:
Finish reading Joseph's story in Genesis chapter 50.
scripture memory verse: Philippians 2:3

 * STEP ONE
READ Genesis 41:40-46.
As a group, DISCUSS the following:

None of us is in the position of ultimate power, but each of us has some kind 
of power or authority. Our power may be the influence we have in other’s 
lives as a parent, a teacher, an employer or employee. The power we wield 
may simply be in controlling the line of day-after-Thanksgiving sale shoppers. 
No matter how big or seemingly insignificant the authority may be, all of us 
wield power in some capacity at some point.

As a group, IDENTIFY as many instances/situations in which each member 
has power and authority. 

 * STEP TWO
What would you do with ultimate power? RULE or SERVE? Would you 
expect or insist that others serve you? After all you have the power.
We may know the right answers and even uttered the words “if I were in 
charge things would be different.” But really, what would we do? 
Ultimately, what would that kind of power and authority do to us?

REFER to the instances/situations in which someone has power and 
authority in Step One. Honestly CONSIDER and DISCUSS with the group 
the following questions:

What am I like in situations of power or authority? What's my attitude like? 
Do I believe I've earned my place of power and authority? Is it my right? 
Do I use my authority to get my own way or push my own agenda? 
Do I see my place of authority and power as a place in which to be served? 
Do I view my power as an indicator of my own importance and usefulness? 
Do I view others as simply the ways and means of getting things done? 
Do I use my power and authority to serve? 
Do I use my influence to serve the needs of others? 
Do I see power and authority as a responsibility in which I serve others?

WHO WE ARE in the smallest of situations of power and authority is largely 
WHO WE WOULD BE with significant power, authority and influence. 
Keeping that in mind, how would it look if you were given ultimate power?
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