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November 12/13, 2011

While a prisoner, he actually made those around him better. Later in the story we 
recognize that Egypt, and the world around it, became a better place because 
Joseph had been there.

 

LOOK at the sentences you wrote describing your present circumstances.

CONSIDER the following and WRITE down your responses and thoughts:
What can you do within your current situation to make others around you better? 
Is there something you can do to make things better for others? How can you serve 
those who are in a similar situation as your own?

NOTICE that Joseph left things better than how he found them. When your 
circumstances change and move you forward, what kind of trail do you leave 
behind? Do you make others better by being a part of their lives? When faced 
with struggles and difficulties, are you a benefit or burden to those around you? 

 * STEP THREE
READ Genesis 39:6b-18, and Luke 9:25.
Joseph chose the high road, the road of integrity, even though it landed him 
in prison. Taking shortcuts, manipulating others, cheating, and sacrificing our 
integrity are temptations we'll always face. Joseph understood that what he did 
affected his own character, but also recognized his actions affected others and 
his relationship with God. Joseph chose to persevere… and not give up.
Do you realize he persevered for 13 long and difficult years from the time he was 
sold into slavery (age 17) until he began interpreting Pharoah’s dreams (age 30)? 

SHARE and DISCUSS as a group your responses to the following questions: 
In what ways are you tempted in your current situation? Who would be impacted 
by your cheating or taking some type of shortcut? What would integrity look like 
in your current situation? What about perseverance?

 * STEP FOUR
Character is formed by looking upward (to God) and outward (to others) --
not inward and downward. 
Cheating and giving up are inward and downward focused.

ANSWER the following:
Have I been focusing inward and downward in some way? How can I change that 
and look upward and outward? How can I stay the course when I'm tempted to 
take a shortcut, cheat, or simply give up? 
We're best able to stay the course by doing the first things Joseph did… 
focusing on God and serving others. 
LOOK at what you wrote in Step One describing your current situation. 
READ through what you could do to make things better or serve others in your 
current situation (Step Two). What can you do this week to begin doing that?

CONSIDER sharing with the group one thing you'll do over the next few weeks 
to serve someone else or to make things better than they are now.

PRAY: Lord God, help us keep our eyes focused on You. Holy Spirit, show us how 
we can love and serve others better today and the days ahead. Help us release the 
angst over things which we have no control over and to trust that You are always 
with us. Build in us the character of Christ. Amen.

Bible reading guide:
Continue reading Joseph's story in Genesis chapters 43-45.

scripture memory verse: Luke 9:25

 * STEP ONE
The last two weeks we've looked at the building of Joseph’s character --- 
specifically the positive attitude and focus he maintained despite his circumstances. 
Last week we uncovered layers of deceit and dysfunction which were prevalent 
in Joseph’s family of origin. By beginning to understand our own family of origin 
dynamics, we can gain insight into WHY we respond the way we do to struggles, 
setbacks, disappointments, and even successes. We discover the power of 
awareness and reflection when we begin exercising our right to choose. 
Will we continue down the path modeled before us or choose a different one? 
Pastor Paul emphasized that all families have blessings and curses. It's our choice 
to reject the curses and choose better paths. It's also our choice to embrace the 
blessings and pass them on. 

DISCUSS the following quote: 
“Every time you make a choice you are turning the central part of you, the part of 
you that chooses, into something a little different from what it was before.” 

C.S. Lewis - Mere Christianity 
What's daunting or sobering about what this says about the choices we make? 
What's exciting or perhaps liberating about what he's saying here? Do you agree 
with his emphasis on the importance of the choices we make? Why? Why not?

 * STEP TWO
READ Genesis 37:36, 39:1-6a, 39:20-23, 40:6-7, 23 noting the various situations and 
circumstances Joseph was in. WRITE short sentences describing each situation.

DISCUSS the following questions regarding Joseph’s circumstances: What do 
you imagine was difficult for Joseph? What was positive about his circumstances? 
What challenges did he face? Did Joseph have control over his circumstances? 
What did he do about those things in which he had no control?

WRITE a short sentence or two describing your circumstances. DESCRIBE 
your current situation and circumstances as accurately as possible. The goal isn't 
to convince others or ourselves that our situation is better or worse than it is, 
but to honestly state the reality we currently face. 

What's challenging and/or difficult about your current situation? 
Do you currently have control over it? What's positive about your current situation?
LOOK back through the verses and ANSWER the following questions:
What were the results of Joseph being a servant in Potiphar’s household? 
By being a prisoner in the king’s prison?

Joseph didn’t choose his circumstances, he chose his reactions and behavior in 
the midst of them. He chose to make things better as he served others. 
The circumstances for Potiphar and his household improved dramatically. 

JOSEPH  **  th e s e rvant   * 


