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Reuben replied, “Didn’t I tell you not to sin against the boy? But you wouldn’t 
listen! Now we must give an accounting for his blood.” 23 They did not realize 
that Joseph could understand them, since he was using an interpreter.
 Genesis 42:22-23

Then Reuben said to his father, “You may put both of my sons to death if I do 
not bring him back to you. Entrust him to my care, and I will bring him back.”
 Genesis 42:37

“Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, the first sign of my strength, excelling 
in honor, excelling in power. 4 Turbulent as the waters, you will no longer excel, 
for you went up onto your father’s bed, onto my couch and defiled it."
 Genesis 49:3-4

JU DAH - Man of Sacrifice
Judah recognized them and said, “She is more righteous than I, since I wouldn’t 
give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not sleep with her again. Genesis 38:26

Then Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the boy along with me and we will go 
at once, so that we and you and our children may live and not die. 9 I myself will 
guarantee his safety; you can hold me personally responsible for him. If I do not 
bring him back to you and set him here before you, I will bear the blame before 
you all my life." Genesis 43:8-9

Then Judah went up to him and said: “Please, my lord, let your servant speak 
a word to my lord. Do not be angry with your servant, though you are equal 
to Pharaoh himself."  32 "Your servant guaranteed the boy’s safety to my father. 
I said, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, I will bear the blame before you, 
my father, all my life!’ 33 Now then, please let your servant remain here as 
my lord’s slave in place of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers. 
34 How can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! Do not let me 
see the misery that would come upon my father.”  Genesis 44:18, 32-34

“Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your 
enemies; your father’s sons will bow down to you. 9 You are a lion’s cub, O Judah;
you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a 
lioness — who dares to rouse him? 10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, 
nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs 
and the obedience of the nations is his." Genesis 49:8-10 

JOSEPH - Man of Courage & Forgiveness
Deeply moved at the sight of his brother, Joseph hurried out and looked for a 
place to weep. He went into his private room and wept there. Genesis 43:30

next steps
* RECOMMENDED READING *
Joseph: A Man of Integrity and Forgiveness ~ Chuck Swindoll 
The New Birth Order Book ~ Kevin Leman

FAMILY BACKGROUND
� Father was a liar
 � Family was “blended”
  � Father was permissive
   � Father played favorites
    � Family was fractured
     � Father loved

 

How will you respond to the family you have?

THREE BROTHERS
The Firstborn - REU BEN

When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. “Let’s not 
take his life,” he said. 22 “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here 
in the desert, but don’t lay a hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from 
them and take him back to his father. Genesis 37:21-22

The Middle Child - JU DAH
Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up
his blood? 27 Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him;
after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed.
 Genesis 37:26-27

The Younger Brother - JOSEPH
Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been 
born to him in his old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him. 
4 When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they 
hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. Genesis 37:3-4

THREE MEN
REU BEN - Man of Regret

When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not there, 
he tore his clothes. 30 He went back to his brothers and said, “The boy isn’t there! 
Where can I turn now?” Genesis 37:29-30
 

JOSEPH  **  th e boy   * 


