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Jesus Calls the Church to be a Place of Service
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 
14 You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people 
light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may 
see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven." Matthew 5:13-16

The Beautiful Lady
For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly 
than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the 
measure of faith God has given you. 4Just as each of us has one body with many members,
and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many 
form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6We have different gifts, 
according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion 
to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, 
let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; 
if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 
9Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10Be devoted to one another 
in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, 
but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer. 13Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 
14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice; 
mourn with those who mourn. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, 
but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 
20...“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good. 
 Romans 12:3-16, 20-21 (See also I Corinthians 12:12-16; 20b-21)

Working for the Harvest
“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 
35Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes 
and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the reaper draws his wages, 
even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be 
glad together. 37 Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. 38 I sent you to reap 
what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped 
the benefits of their labor.” John 4:34-38
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