REMEMBER, IT’S LIKE YEAST

“Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
Matthew 16:6b

THREE SIGNS OF TOXICITY
HYPOCRISY LEGALISM JUDGMENTALISM
Where love is central, law loses its power and its necessity.

Where love is absent, law becomes central and the best we can do.
(derived from Galatians 5:22-23)

CHECKING THE LEVELS OF JUDGMENTALISM

Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear him.
2But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered,“This man welcomes
sinners and eats with them.” Luke 15:1-2

A STORY ABOUT SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down
on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: '°“Two men went up to the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. ' The Pharisee
stood up and prayed about himself:‘God, | thank you that | am not like
other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector.
12] fast twice a week and give a tenth of all | get '*“But the tax collector
stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his
breast and said,‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner’ '*“| tell you that this man,
rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
Luke 18:9-14

WHAT JESUS REALLY SAID

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged.? For in the same way you judge
others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured
to you. *Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye
and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? * How can you say to
your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye, when all the time

there is a plank in your own eye? > You hypocrite, first take the plank out of
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your
brother’s eye. ® Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls
to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn
and tear you to pieces.” Matthew 7:1-6

ONE MORE STORY

Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he
went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. ¥ When a woman
who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the
Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, * and as she stood
behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears.
Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on
them. 3** When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself,
“If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what
kind of woman she is — that she is a sinner” *° Jesus answered him,“Simon,
| have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. *' “Two men owed
money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and
the other fifty. * Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he
canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?”
“Simon replied,“l suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.”
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. * Then he turned toward the woman
and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? | came into your house.

You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her
tears and wiped them with her hair. * You did not give me a kiss, but this
woman, from the time | entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. * You did
not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. ¥ Therefore,
| tell you, her many sins have been forgiven — for she loved much. But he
who has been forgiven little loves little.”  Then Jesus said to her,“Your sins
are forgiven.” ¥ The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who

is this who even forgives sins?” *° Jesus said to the woman,“Your faith has
saved you; go in peace.” Luke 7:36-50

NEXT STEPS

RESOURCES (may be available at JW Bookstore)
The Divine Conspiracy -- Dallas Willard
Connecting -- Larry Crabb

The Safest Place on Earth -- Larry Crabb

The Jesus | Never Knew -- Philip Yancy

Toxic Faith -- Stephen Arterburn, Jack Felton
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