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Retreat Speaker - Raymond Blanton was born in Arlington, TX and was raised throughout the 
north Texas region.  After undergraduate studies at TCU, Ray and his wife, Hope, moved to 
Philadelphia for 4 years to attend Westminster Theological Seminary.  He graduated in 2004 

with a Masters of Divinity degree with an emphasis in 
Counseling.  Between 2004-2011 Ray worked in Higher 
Education Administration across the country.  In 2015 Ray 
graduated from the University of Nebraska at Lincoln with 
a Ph.D. in Rhetoric and Public Culture.  Ray is currently a 
Professor of Communication at Creighton University in 
Omaha, NE.    
 
Ray, most recently, has spent much of his time studying 
the mythology of the road in biblical/rhetorical/American 
history and culture.  More specifically, Ray has given much 
attention to the Delta blues and the sermonic discourse of 

Martin Luther King Jr in the American civil rights movement.  Secondarily, Ray has given 
attention to working class conditions, sacred rhetoric in the life and work of the Apostle Paul, 
and aesthetics related to the realms of visual rhetoric studies.  In seminary, Ray focused on 
counseling and was most interested in apologetics.   
 
Ray has served in a multitude of capacities in the church, including both traditional and church 
plants, in youth/college/young adults, music, missions, sexton (3 years in seminary), 
teaching/preaching, and cultural apologetics.  Ray continues to serve his church in Lincoln, 
Redeemer PCA, through cultural apologetics, men’s ministries, and speaking/teaching.  With all 
of Ray’s travels and life journeys he has gained a lot of experience from a variety of churches.     
 
Retreat Topic - The Journey:  A Life Worth Living 
 
Life is often viewed as a journey, from one event to the next, from one experience to the next, 
and the biblical picture is no different.  Life is a journey, both literal and metaphorical – a road 
upon which we encounter both triumphs and tragedies.   This retreat series will focus 
exclusively on Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem as a means of guiding us on how to (1) set our face 
and (2) know our place in order to (3) run the race.  We’ll be looking at the idea of setting our 
face, delving into the sacred spaces and sacred places in life and their role in the journey.  We 
will also look at the need to know your place as we look at the Samaritan ethics and how those 
give us insights into our contemporary struggles.  And finally we’ll be looking at how we might 
run the race set before us, the testifying tasks that we are called to as Christians, fathers, 
brothers, sons, employees, and husbands.  Life is a journey, join us on this journey as we 
investigate Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem and consider a life worth living.     


