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News & Upcoming Events Strengthening the interrelationship between Christ, Man, and the Created World.  

Dunedin, New Zealand November 8-18. Duane is 
traveling with Dr. Robert Smart to learn more about 
the agrarian culture of NZ, and to assist Dr. Smart in 
several conferences at Grace Theological Seminary 
and Grace Bible Fellowship.  

Podcast Interview Doug Faulkner, Director of Imman-
uel Bible Fellowship, sat down with Duane and had a 
conversation about the beginnings and purpose of 
Ithaka Fellowship. You can listen to the podcast by 
going to www.ibfoundation.org. 

New Lyceum A class room is now available on the 
property for retreats, tutorials, lectures, and counsel-

ing. Duane and Julie  are currently tutoring three 
High School students in the subjects of philosophy, 
American history, and Shakespeare. The cover poem 
was written by one of the students as an assignment. 

Winter Lecture Series Plans are being made for a 
seminar on the topic of biblical wisdom and culture. 
More information will be coming soon.  

A book manuscript is in the making on the im-

portance of wisdom and sapiential imagination in the 

everyday moments of home life.  Who knows, maybe 

some day Duane will have the courage to submit it 

for review and publication. 

About Ithaka Fellowship, Inc. RECONCILING ALL THINGS TO CHRIST 

home n Ithaka. It is there, in the midst of marriage, 
family, community, and terraced fields that Odys-
seus rediscovers the timeless values of truth, good-
ness, and beauty. Ithaka Fellowship is simply the 
retelling of this redemptive story in the context of 
gospel truths and grace-centered living. 

Board of Directors 

Al and Keri Hany, Gridley, Illinois; Rev. Tom Becker, 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania; Rev. Duane and Julie Otto, 
Gridley, Illinois 

Contact Information 

Email Address: duaneotto@mac.com 

Phone: 309-747-2305 

Internet: www.IthakaFellowship.org;  

Mailing Address: 5821 E. 1000 North Road, Gridley, 

Illinois, 61744 

Permissions: In Review grants permission for any 
original article to be photocopied for use in a local 

church or classroom, provided they are 
distributed free, and indicate the source is 
In Review.  

Philosophy & Mission 

Ithaka Fellowship, Inc. is a nonprofit agrarian 
study center located in central Illinois. Our 
mission is to reconcile all things to Christ by 
exploring the interrelationship that exists be-
tween Christ, Man, and the Created World 
through teaching forums, sapiential living, and 
land stewardship. 

Joining the Fellowship 

Ithaka Fellowship, Inc. was founded in 2007 by 
Rev. Duane Otto, MDiv, MAC, and his wife, Julie, 
MS. With each passing year, the Lord is gra-
ciously adding to the group. If you would like to 
join the Fellowship, simply request to be added 
to the mailing list by using the contact infor-
mation listed below.  

What’s in a Name? 

Ithaka Fellowship’s name is derived from 
Homer’s classic tale, the Odyssey. As you may 
recall, the story begins in a world very much like 
our own, a world consumed with unbelief, 
relativism, and aggression. But as the story 
unfolds, a man by the name of Odysseus 
breaks free and triumphantly returns to his 

  

 

IN REVIEW 

The end of August in the Heartland annually 
means one thing: death. It’s a good death—a 
necessary one. Indubitably, the corn stalk 
everywhere is nearing the end of a slow, 
starved killing. Its leaves are baked, and its 
ears drooping. Only a faded green, a small 
image of recently thriving life, remains. The 
fall breeze conducts field music—an incon-
sistent rattling, an erratic and soft maraca 
sound. The stalk’s foundation has come upon 
tough times, resembling the face of a tried 

war veteran. It’s hard, cracked, and tired. 
Hope springs eternal, even in times of life-
lessness. For death is a reminder of life 
promised; in the corn massacre that is the 
season’s harvest, the hungry are fed. 
Memory reminds one that the ground will 
be tilled, and with the fresh layer of soil 
comes preparation for a new work and new 
life. For now, let the farmer be festive in his 
gathering. He knows as well as most the joy 
and the necessity of death.  

 The Farmer’s Harvest by Michael McLean 
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D 
ear Friend,  

Welcome to the third 

edition of In Review. 

When I think of the formative 

years leading up to this minis-

try—years of study, prayerful 

reflection, and soul searching—I 

am reminded of the mustard 

seed parable presented in the 

gospels. Jesus says a small fledg-

ling work of faith can grow into 

something substantial, tall, and 

significant; and that, by God’s 

grace, is certainly becoming our 

testimony. 

Though we are not your typical 

study center, we are pleased to 

say that we are seeing meaning-

ful growth, the kind that comes 

after deep tillage and spring 

showers, that period of grace 

when the daily challenges posed 

by life have less to do with har-

vesting and more to do with 

planting, watering, and nurtur-

ing that which is weak and vul-

nerable.  

To say it differently, I often tell people that Ithaka 

Fellowship is presently a way of life, a lesson in 

patience, a ministry of hidden work, and an all 

consuming quest to live in harmony with the land, 

others, and Christ. I am sure in time (when the 

season of life can afford it), this ministry will take 

on some of the more traditional characteristics of 

a study center, but for now we are content with 

the daily blessings that sustain us in the moment 

and inspire greater acts of faith for tomorrow—

like the kindness of our board of directors, grow-

ing funds to plant gardens, the beginnings of our 

Summer Internship program, the new Lyceum, 

and the many stimulating conversations and “aha” 

moments that come when people make the trek 

out to the farm to learn about a life reconciled 

completely to Christ.   

You see our passion, and yes even the future hope 

that we have for this ministry, rests in the com-

prehensive nature of Christ’s redemptive work on 

the Cross.  

How so? When our Lord took on the role of Sav-

ior, He did not lay aside the relation of Creator, 

leaving the care of creation as a lower spiritual 

value. Rather, as the puritan Richard Baxter has 

rightly put it, “It is the work of Christ [as Savior] to 

bring us back to God, and to restore us to the 

perfection of holiness and obedience...faith in him 

is the way to our former employment and enjoy-

ment of God [in the garden].”  

I pray this edition sheds some light on the truth of 

Baxter’s words. To admire and delight, to revere 

and worship, to understand and serve God, as He 

is revealed in all His works (both creation and 

Word), is truly a life well lived. And it may very 

well be this life—as witnessed in our eating, play-

ing, working, parenting, and loving—that increas-

ingly bears witness to a watching world the true 

beauty of Christ’s goodness. 

From the President & Founder 
Rev. Duane David Otto 
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The Ithaka Odyssey 

New Summer Internship Program 

T 
he word Odyssey evokes all kinds 
of images. For some it brings to 
mind the epic heroism of Homer’s 
Odysseus and his long journey 

home to the shores of Ithaka after the fall 
of Troy. For others it is symbolic, like the 
poem of Constantine Cavafy, representing a 
spiritual journey, a quest full of adventure 
and trials made meaningful by the destina-
tion as well as the manner in which one 
travels.  

At Ithaka Fellowship, Odyssey is best under-
stood as the journey of living a comprehen-
sive life, a life shaped by wisdom, faith, 
work, prayer, devotion to Christ, His Word, 
and a sincere desire to understand the 
times and wisely steward the relationships 
declared good but adversely affected by sin 
in the Garden.  

This quest is now being offered through our 
Summer Internship Program. The Lord gra-
ciously introduced the possibilities of such a 
ministry through the inquiry of our first 
intern, Kyle Romine. Kyle is a native of 
Bloomington and a senior at Johnson Uni-
versity in Knoxville, TN. Presently the Lord is 
preparing him for Zambia, where he will 
steward Lifesong’s strawberry farm.  

Kyle is a godly man with a big heart for the 
land, Jesus, and the poor. His many endear-
ing qualities will be missed on the Otto 
farm. 

The new Lyceum (place of learning) 

Julie with Karen (from Atlanta). 
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do not, however, find joy in the world 

today. In the place of gladness, we find 

despair.  The joy created for abundance, is 

now foreign to mankind.  

Since the Enlightenment (c. 18th century), 

philosophy has undergone a major shift. 

As the sciences expanded and mankind 

learned more about how the Universe 

works, questions were answered. With 

less and less mystery in the human mind, 

philosophy became rationalistic. As man 

reasoned through the questions of the 

Universe, there was no need for Divine 

Revelation any 

longer, for man 

had the answers 

and no longer 

needed the an-

swers of the Bi-

ble. Eventually, 

philosophy con-

cluded that man 

is a machine. 

When the ma-

chine dies, noth-

ing happens, thus 

life is a meaning-

less string of events leading to death. 

Purposeless man is then filled with des-

pair. 

Louis-Ferdinand Céline, a French novelist/

essayist, described the despairing situa-

tion of Modern man this way:  

“Not much music left inside us for life to 

dance to. Our youth has gone to the ends 

of the earth to die in the silence of the 

truth. And where, I ask you, can a man 

escape to, when he hasn’t enough mad-

ness left inside him? The truth is an end-

less death agony. The truth is death. You 

have to choose: death or lies. I’ve never 

been able to kill myself” (Journey to the 

End of the Night. 1932).  

Humans, created to experience joy, are 

currently filled with great despair. This is 

why the Christian Festival is desperately 

needed today. Despairing man is thirsty 

for joy. Our preaching and our teaching 

have their place, but Modern man has 

heard our sermons and lessons, and they 

are tired. They don’t believe Jesus is the 

Son f God and 

they don’t be-

lieve the Bible is 

true.  

When they see 

us rejoice, how-

ever, they will 

listen. They will 

visit the Christian 

Festival with 

wonder because 

they cannot un-

derstand how 

hearts can be glad. They will listen to our 

Christian Song because they themselves 

are so miserable and unhappy. All of their 

reason cannot explain away our joy. Psalm 

22:3 says, “Yet you are holy, dwelling in 

the praises of Israel.” God inhabits the 

praises of His people. We show God to a 

godless world with our praise. We show 

God by our Festival. So celebrate heartily, 

O Christian, for it may be the means of 

salvation to a world in despair. 

Over 150 folk came out to enjoy the homespun music 
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I 
magination. According to a respecta-
ble dictionary, it is the capacity of the 
mind to form images, ideas, or con-

cepts not present to the senses and or-
ganize them into a coherent and meaning-
ful whole. This is the broad definition. 
From here it can be split into two types: 
common and creative, both of which are 
used extensively throughout the Bible, 
particularly the wisdom literature. 

Common imagination is a skill often used 
for ordinary tasks. For instance, we find it 
always at work in the book of Proverbs. 
What is the ill effect of a lazy man? What 
is the outcome of a calming word? What 
flies away like an eagle toward heaven? 
What are the ways of a man greedy for 
gain? What is sweeter than honey? With-
out the specificity of doctrine or creeds, 
the Old Testament Sages were always 
flexing their imaginations, using common 
metaphors and experiences to expose the 
next generation to the subtle mysteries of 
God. 

Creative imagination however has a way 
of penetrating the veil of divine mystery 
even further, making this particular di-
mension more essential for the matura-
tion of the human soul. According to Pro-
fessor Perdue, its power lies in, “The abil-

ity of one’s mind to look beyond the sta-
tus quo of this present world in order to 
shape a new reality that provides a con-
text for faithful living.” Wendell Berry 
defines it as such: “The power to see 
things in their eternal aspect…to know the 
timeless as it moves through time, the 
eternal presence that is both in and out-
side time and that comprehends the 
things we know and remember.”  

In other words, creative imagination is 
“sapiential” in nature. By “wisely” synthe-
sizing the details of God’s Word with the 
extraordinary graces of God as they are 
presented in creation, one is able to see 
beyond metaphor and the common cate-
gories of integrated wholes to a more 
ennobling and glorious end. Simply put, 
one is able to see more of God and the 
beauty of His kingdom with creative imag-
ination.  

King David had this spiritual eye when he 
wrote: “The heaven’s declare the glory of 
God, and the sky above proclaims his 
handiwork. Day to day pours out speech, 
and night to night reveals knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words, 

whose voice is not heard” (Psalm 19:1-
3). 

The Gift of Sapiential 

Imagination 

By Duane Otto 

Biblical Wisdom 

Reconciling All 

Things 
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Presently, we live in an age that prefers 
to define the mystery of God with sys-
tematic or creedal language. Certainly 
the prophetic message includes the ben-
efits of these formulaic decrees, but the 
Prophets understood the value of sapien-
tial language, too. They knew how to 
express what they believed about God, 
man, and the created world through the 
imagination. They were gifted storytell-
ers, poets, and thinkers, always crafting a 
nuanced poem or minting a pithy proverb 
in order to address ambiguity and instill 
within the heart of God’s people a vision 
of the good life (Jeremiah 6:16) – a rela-
tional vision of reality shaped by Kingdom 
categories and expectations, not worldly 
standards and comforts.  

The good news is that wisdom is still 
calling, still inviting us to take up the 
unique path she offers. For instance, in 
Proverbs 1, 7, 8, and 9, Solomon presents 
her invitation as both urgent and im-
portant as she strolls through the city, 
beckoning those who have ears to hear 
to enroll in her course of study. As she 
passes along its walls, teaches in the 
gates, and cries out from the street cor-
ners, she is inviting all who are simple of 
heart to come and learn from her, to see 
life through her eyes.  

What does she offer? In chapter 7 we see 
at least twenty-one spiritual qualities. For 
the sake of brevity, here are just four:  

1. Because she is by her very nature an 
attribute of God (“permeating all 
things”), she offers an intimate un-
derstanding of reality without veer-
ing into pantheism. More specifical-
ly, she is comprehensive and unerr-
ing in her grasp of the cosmos.  

2. She is the breath of God, able to 
“renew all things” by entering the 
souls of holy men, renewing the 
generations, enabling men to en-
dure and making them friends with 

God (cf. 2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8).  

3. She is “pure emanation” of divine 
glory as well as “effulgence of eter-
nal light,” giving those who possess 
her a peaceful, radiant kind of glory 
in their character  and actions.  

4. Intimacy with God is her primary 
role. That is why possession of her is 
said to be more valuable than 
wealth (cf. Psalm 19; Prov. 3:13-18; 
8:10-11, 18-19).  

Once possessed by those who seek her, 
wisdom becomes our teacher. In Per-
due’s words, she creates “a structure, a 
pattern of activity, a time, and a place to 
exist,” and a sense of well-being that 
enables us to live peaceably, sacrificially, 
and lovingly with God, creation, and hu-
man society.  

Friend, it is my sincere conviction that 
both sapiential imagination and discourse 
is one of the greatest needs of our times. 
I am convinced that the timeless fruit of 
wisdom cannot be fully understood or 
grasped through creedal or systematic 
language alone, no matter how many 
books we read. The wisdom literature, 
with its emphasis on creation, provi-
dence, reverence, beauty, and moral 
order has the grace to nurture and devel-
op a weightier kind of soul, one that, if 
humbly employed, could be our greatest 
witness to the false reasoning that per-
meates the minds and hearts of so many 
in our contemporary culture. 

Let me encourage you to go back to the 
wisdom literature and read the sages in 
the context of creation. Do not simply 
look for principles to guide your life, but 
look for the worldview that shapes their 
thinking. Wisdom is global. It is royal. It is 
a way of life, a path that Jesus Himself 
walks. 

Article was adapted from a Friday night talk given at 
Ithaka Fellowship. 
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A 
ll throughout history, man has 

gathered to celebrate for a vari-

ety of purposes. Births, wed-

dings, military victories, memories, and 

accomplishments have brought people 

together to rejoice for thousands of years. 

But central to the Christian Festival is 

something totally absent from other festi-

vals of this world: God. God has so filled 

our hearts with joy that it is only natural 

for Christians to celebrate. 

The river of celebration runs deep in the 

Christian tradition. Beginning in the Old 

Testament, we find a long list of God-

centered Festivals. There were the Feasts 

of Booths, Weeks, Trumpets, Lots, Passo-

ver, and the Day of Atonement. A com-

mon theme among the feasts was rejoic-

ing in Yahweh. When addressing the Feast 

of Booths in Leviticus, the Le-

vites are told, “…and you shall 

rejoice before the Lord your 

God seven days. You shall cele-

brate it as a feast to the Lord for 

seven days in the year.” (Lev. 

23:39). A further study of Jewish and 

Christian history would reveal an even 

longer list of God-centered celebrations. 

So, contemporarily, we find ourselves at 

the end of a rich history of Jewish and 

Christian Festivals. 

It is easy to examine history as an artifact. 

For a time it might hold our interest, but 

eventually we place it in its glass case and 

return to the present. The Festival, how-

ever, is not merely a static, historical fact. 

The Christian Festival is a direly needed 

remedy for contemporary man.   

Humans were created to experience joyful 

union with their creator, for joy is an es-

sential part of the human experience. We 

Summer Intern From Johnson 

University, Knoxville, TN 

Given at the Music Fest on the Lawn 

The Festival 

By Kyle Romine 

Good friends 

from PA 

joining the 

Festival 


