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THE CHRIST THEIF: 

WHEN JESUS WIELDS HIS ADVENT CROWBAR 

We’ve all seen the picture of a halo-wearing Jesus standing at the door 

and knocking. 

 

Not as familiar is the ski-mask-wearing Jesus who jumps our fence, 

pries open our back door with a crowbar, and skulks inside to steal our 

stuff. 

This December, as we step into Advent, it’s the Christ Thief who de-

mands our attention. 

 

 “Behold, I am coming like a thief!” Jesus tells John (Rev 16:15). 

 The day of the Lord will “come like a thief,” Paul tells the church 

(1 Thess 5:2). 

 And Jesus says his advent will be like a home invasion (Matt 

24:43). 

  

I know, not exactly how I envisioned the Son of God back in Sunday 

School, either. 

 

But we need this other picture of Jesus, too, especially in this pre-

Christmas season where we prize—and deify—all the wrong things. 

"Perhaps, during Advent, a season with pornographic levels of con-

sumption in which our credit card debts and our waistbands expand, 

the idea that Jesus wants to break in and jack some of our stuff is really 

good news," writes Nadia Bolz-Weber in Accidental Saints.  

 

We need God’s Son to show up on our doorstep, not with a knock but a 

crowbar. 

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=We%20need%20God%E2%80%99s%20Son%20to%20show%20up%20on%20our%20doorstep,%20not%20with%20a%20knock%20but%20a%20crowbar.&url=http://www.chadbird.com/blog/2016/11/20/the-christ-thief-when-jesus-wields-his-advent-crowbar&via=b
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=We%20need%20God%E2%80%99s%20Son%20to%20show%20up%20on%20our%20doorstep,%20not%20with%20a%20knock%20but%20a%20crowbar.&url=http://www.chadbird.com/blog/2016/11/20/the-christ-thief-when-jesus-wields-his-advent-crowbar&via=b
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Come, Lord Jesus, and steal our control. We are control hoarders. Every room in the house 

of our life is stacked with plans and schedules we manipulate to deceive ourselves into assum-

ing we have a firm grip on the chaos of our lives. We don’t. One short in our home’s electrical 

wiring can send it all up in smoke. One quick glance at the phone in our laps can send us into 

the back of a semi and into ICU. We are not in control. We are in Christ. Come, Lord Jesus, 

steal our self-confident plans and replace them with God-given trust that, no matter what hap-

pens, we are safe in the home of your grace. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, and steal our independence. We pride ourselves on needing no one. 

Standing on our own two feet. But it’s all a lie. And a rather comical one at that. The lady 

standing in the grocery store line thinks of herself as an independent woman—but without 

farmers she’d have no groceries to buy. Without construction workers there’d be no store. 

Without her employer she’d have no money. Without assembly line laborers, she’d have no 

car to drive them home in. And without seamstresses, she’d be standing there buck naked. In-

dependent? Whatever. Our lives are thoroughly enmeshed in a web of dependence. Come, 

Lord Jesus, steal our self-important arrogance and replace it with God-given gratitude for all 

that you do for us through the hands of others. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, and steal our sacred sins. The idols of our “righteous causes” hang in 

every room of our homes. Our political and religious crusades that make us feel important in 

the eyes of God and others. They give us a sense of identity and purpose and meaning in life. 

These causes may (or may not) be good, but we transmogrify them into our mini-gods. And 

we castigate those who disagree with us, belittle them, and say with our actions—if not our 

words—that they’ll never be as special to God as we are. Come, Lord Jesus, and steal our na-

vel-gazing worship, and replace it with love for our adversaries, ears to listen and mouths to 

shut up, and hearts brimming with compassion for all. 

 

Advent is a season of preparation, readiness, awareness. 

 

 Prepare us, O Lord, to be prepared by you for your advent among us. 

 Ready us, O Lord, to suffer the destruction of all our precious faux gods, that we might 

have true riches in you. 

 Make us aware, O Lord, that you give and take away, you kill and make alive, you ransack 

our homes to steal all the stupid stuff that keeps us from you, and replace it with simple, hum-

ble gifts wrapped in crucified love. 

 

Visit our homes, O Christ Thief, during this Advent season, wielding your sacred crowbar. 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Visit%20our%20homes,%20O%20Christ%20Thief,%20during%20this%20Advent%20season,%20wielding%20your%20sacred%20crowbar.&url=http://www.chadbird.com/blog/2016/11/20/the-christ-thief-when-jesus-wields-his-advent-crowbar&via=bir
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December Baptismal Birthdays 

William Berbaum—12/01 

Lana Gehring—12/02 

Diane Herrmann—12/03 

Alexandra Wong—12/06 

Jennifer Marquardt—12/09 

Ethel Severn—12/10 

Charles Braun—12/14 

Vern Vikingson—12/21 

Judy Keith—12/25 

Daniel Barber—12/26 

Timothy Barber—12/31 

 

December Birthdays 

Josephine Sobecks—12/01 

Andy Pritchard—12/06 

Barbara Arnoux—12/08 

Vern Vikingson—12/09 

Bruce Cueno—12/10 

Gail Wycoff—12/10 

Bruce Paras—12/12 

Debra Gehring—12/13 

Thomas Arnoux—12/15 

Walter May—12/17 

Quirin Ortmanns—12/18 

Marie Schwarz—12/20 

Leslie Christiansen—12/26 

Peter Marquardt—12/29 

Marjorie Nachowicz—12/31 

December Anniversaries 

Timothy & Jennifer Marquardt—

12/28 
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A WORD FROM WENDY 

Christmas Giving 

Ninja Turtles, Marvel Super Heroes, Anna and Elsa dolls, board games, Play stations, DVDs, 

books, Legos, I-pads, cameras, phones and on and on….what should you give your child for 

Christmas?  It can be overwhelming!  I guess this is a question many parents ponder.  Am I 

giving too much?  Am I not giving enough?  What should I give? Maybe a good way to start is 

to think about what do they NEED? What do they WANT? AND, what would be a fun SUR-

PRISE?   

 

How do you go about figuring out what to purchase for your child or other loved ones at 

Christmas?  When you are considering purchasing some high-tech piece of equipment or intri-

cate apparatus of some kind, think about what you could purchase that would give YOU more 

time with your children and family/friends.  After all, I believe that is truly what they all want; 

they may just not admit it! 

 

Breakfast with Santa is coming on Saturday, December 10th from 9-11am.  I hope you 

will join us for this fun event.  We will have Santa in the library, breakfast in the church base-

ment and crafts.  Our upstairs preschool age children will have their program at 9am in the 

church.   This year we are doing a little play called, “A Night like No Other.”  Also mark your 

calendar for Saturday, January 14th from 9-11am as we celebrate Open Arms 10th Birth-

day! 

 

I hope you, our Immanuel congregation members, all KNOW how truly blessed the staff and I 

feel to be serving, learning and growing right alongside all of you and our Open Arms children 

and their families.  It is a GIFT we get to re-open each and every day and it is pretty wonder-

ful! 

 

As we move into 2017 please remember there are many ways you can all help serve in our 

school ministry.  Praying is the #1 form of support.  If you would like a specific list of staff 

names to pray for please let me know.  All included we total about 40 people!  You can also be 

an afternoon door greeter on Mondays/Tuesdays.  Please ask Lois Wycoff about this oppor-

tunity.  We also need more prayer pals.  Please see Debra Zara about this exciting opportunity. 

 

Blessings to you all during this very special Christmas season! 

 

Wendy Pritchard, Director of Early Childhood Ministry 
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Kat’s Corner  

Where did the year go? Immanuel and Open Arms had a very busy year and it flew by. The last 

few weeks have been consumed with planning and developing our 2017 Budget. Our Board of 

Directors have their plates full with decisions. I am also preparing a new look for our Annual 

Giving Statements.  

 

Let’s review some of the improvement projects throughout our facility completed throughout 

2016, ALL within the 2016 Budget. 

 

 We completed our PLAYGROUND Fundraising Campaign with a highly successful Family 

Fun Night / Spaghetti Dinner which included a raffle and talent show. Thanks to gracious 

givers, from both Immanuel and Open Arms, in spring, we had a new educational based 

playground installed which was FULLY funded by donations of over $12,000.00. 

 With remaining funds from the playground, we were able to purchase 5 folding picnic tables 

which are used by the children throughout the week, and families at events like GRILL 

Night.   

 We had a frustrating State Fire Marshall visit in 2015.  We were informed we had to upgrade 

17 doors and the pass through openings in the Gym Kitchen to bring the facility “UP TO 

CODE” according to the State of Illinois. We had a year to complete the improvements. This 

project presented many challenges including BIG COSTS. By the GRACE of GOD, we were 

able to complete the tasks in late October to the tune of around $51,000.00. Note that this 

project was a 2016 Budget item. 

 We had the east parking lot seal coated and re-stripped.  

 The trees around the building all got a much needed trimming. 

 Thanks to some ComEd incentive programs, we were able to upgrade to energy saving LED 

lighting in several areas of the building. The biggest improvement was completed in the 

gym. These lights include motion sensors which activate the lights on and off. These lights 

were much needed as over 50% of the old lights did not work and used a lot of energy. 

$6,000.00 

 We had some church lights transitioned to LED with less success. Please understand, we are 

not done with this process and will continue to search for a better solution which provides a 

better spread of light over the pews. $1200.00 

 We added the church basement, library, classrooms, and kitchens to the list of LED transi-

tions. This is an ENERGY cost upgrade, as well as a marketing move to give the building a 

fresh updated look for members and prospective families. There are several NEW childcare 

facilities in the area so we need to remain competitive. This LED lighting efficiency should 

save us $1000’s in electricity costs over the next few years. The lighting improvements were 

covered with remaining funds in the 2016 Repairs and Maintenance Budget. $15,000.00 
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 We transitioned from using a contracted janitorial service to clean the facility to a hired part 

time employee crew. Contracted services were costing over $30,000.00 a year and we were 

not satisfied with the quality of service. In October, we started maintaining our building 

with our own staff who have a vested interest to our success, and the building is much 

cleaner at less cost. Special thanks to all the staff who have worked together through the 

transition process. 

 Thanks to a Nicor Gas program, we were able to get over 1000 feet of water pipe wrapped 

with insulation in the boiler room and church basement ceiling for FREE. This should help 

with heating costs over time and hopefully control the excess heat released in the area. 

WOW! No wonder this year flew by. If you get a chance, take a walk through the building. 

Praise God that we were able to accomplish these projects without tapping into any reserve 

funds. Thank you to ALL who support our ministry through prayer and faithful stewardship 

giving. We will continue to be good stewards and use our resources wisely as we continue to 

serve our community. 

As we head in to the home stretch of 2016, you may want to consider reviewing your contribu-

tion totals. Did you meet your personal giving goal? Did you fall short? Either way, we ask that 

you prayerfully consider a year end gift of gratitude. If you would like to preview your 2016 

Giving Statement, please contact me and I will be happy to provide a year to date statement. 

As we move to a new year,  you may want to consider electronic offering giving. This can be 

set up easily and is a FREE service provided by Thrivent Financial. You can choose to set it up 

to remit weekly or monthly. You may also choose which date you would like the draw to be 

taken from your account. If you’re interested, there are enrollment forms available on the table 

in the narthex or contact me and I will either mail or email the forms to you.  

My Christmas prayer for each of you would be that you stay ever so mindful throughout this 

joyous season that Christmas is about CHRIST! May you not get caught up in the shopping, 

presents and bows and forget the amazing GIFT God gave us that one HOLY NIGHT. I invite 

each of you to join us for a joyous celebration of Christ’s birth on Christmas Eve at 7pm and or 

Christmas Day at 10am. 

 

Keeping Christ in Christmas – Kathy Gerken       
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 It is December so many of our thoughts turn to gifts.   For the next several weeks, 

most of us will be on the hunt for those perfect gifts to give.  (If you are one of those 

who finish before Thanksgiving, please don’t tell the rest of us.)   As the little ones pre-

pare for the Open Arms Christmas program, they learn poems and songs about God giv-

ing us His Son.   That is the gift!   We have been given a Savior.   Because of Jesus, we 

have received forgiveness from all of our sins. 

 As I was reflecting on God’s great gift to us, I realized that there is a second gift 

that we don’t spend as much time discussing.   We don’t talk as much about Jesus’ gift to 

us.   Yes, Jesus’ death on the cross brings us forgiveness BUT He also gives us some-

thing as He returns to heaven.   Think about the Gospel of John where Jesus prays for 

His disciples and He says, “I will ask the Father and He will give you another Helper to 

be with you forever.”  (John 14:16)   Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit will come to be 

with us. 

 Too often we overlook the gift of the Spirit.   The Spirit lives within us and is 

called our Helper and Comforter.   December can be overwhelming with the long list of 

all that there is to do.  For some, it is overcome by the circumstances of life (health prob-

lems, family issues, job struggles) that demand we focus on them rather than celebrating 

God’s gift. But the Spirit comes to bring peace, joy, and love.   We have been given a 

Counselor who walks next to us through the ups and downs. 

 As we prepare to celebrate God’s gift of His Son may we always remember that 

the gift doesn’t stop there.   Jesus won the victory.   He gives us His Spirit to be with us 

and comfort us until the day of His return.  What a wondrous gift this little baby is to 

each of us . . . because of Him, the world was forever changed. 

           

A NOTE FROM ANN 

A Word about Hospital Notifications 

Immanuel staff would like to remind all of our members that hospitals no longer alert churches when 

members have been admitted as patients.  Because of the privacy laws that have been enacted, hospitals 

are no longer free to release the names of current patients.  Even if you identify Immanuel Lutheran 

Church as your home church, we are not given that information.  No longer can we make a phone call 

to area hospitals to receive a list of our members who have been admitted. 

 

If you or a loved one is scheduled for surgery, a hospitalization or time in a nursing facility, please alert 

us here in the church office (847-724-1034).  The alert needs to come from you.   If you do not notify 

us, we have no way of knowing where you are.  Thank you for understanding this change that has come 

with the new laws. 
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Advent/Christmas Services 

Wednesday, Nov. 30 7 PM  Midweek:  Two Families 

Wednesday, Dec. 7  7 PM  Midweek: Our Way 

Wednesday, Dec. 14 7 PM  Midweek:  A List! 

Wednesday, Dec. 21 7 PM  Midweek:  Open the Door 

Saturday, Dec. 24  7 PM  Candlelight Worship Service 

Sunday, Dec. 25  10 AM Festival Communion Service 

Advent Bible Study:  The People of the Nativity 

1:30 PM 

 

Tuesday, Nov. 29  Joseph 

Tuesday, Nov. 6  Mary 

Tuesday, Nov. 13  The Shepherds 

Tuesday, Nov. 20  The Angels 
 
 

Advent Midweek Suppers 

Served from 6-6:30 PM on Wednesday Nights 

 

 Nov. 30  Soup and Sandwiches 

 Dec. 7 Lasagna 

 Dec. 14 Chicken Potpie 

 Dec. 21 Chili & Cornbread 
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Youth Group  Sun., Dec. 11 5-7 

PM 

 

Join us as we prepare together for the celebration of 

Christmas.  We will be baking and decorating cook-

ies for the cookie plates. 

Santa Breakfast 

Saturday, December 10 

9:00 AM Preschool Children’s Christmas Program in the 

sanctuary 

 

9:00-11:00 AM 

 Breakfast in the Church Basement 

 Pictures with Santa 

 Activities and crafts in the Basement 

 

This is an exciting morning for all our families.  We encour-

age our Immanuel families to join us in the celebration. 
 

Book Club    Wed., Jan 25  

 

If you are looking for a good read over the holiday, we 

invite you to join us in reading Orphan Train by Chris-

tina Baker Kline.  (Please note the author; there are 

several books with this title.)   It tells a captivating sto-

ry of two very different women who build an unex-

pected friendship: a 91-year-old woman with a hidden 

past as an orphan-train rider and the teenage girl 

whose own troubled adolescence leads her to seek an-

swers to questions no one has ever thought to ask.   

There are several copies available at the library (even 

one in large print). 
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Cookies to the Shut- Ins   Sunday, Dec. 18 

 

It has become a tradition to give the gift of Christmas cookies to our shut-ins and all 

members who are 80 & older.  We are inviting you to be a part of this holiday gift.   

Here is what we need: 

1. Cookies to share 

2. People to deliver a plate or two 

 

Here is how the process will work this year: 

 

 Before church, any cookie contribution will be taken to the church basement. 

 In the basement “lobby” area will be tables with plates laid out.  Simply take your 

cookies and distribute the cookies among the plates that are there. (There will be ap-

prox. 20 plates) 

 After church, simply come downstairs and pick up a plate to deliver on your way 

home.  The plates will be sorted by the direction the home is from the church.  Each 

plate will have the address and the directions to the home. 

 If you are a member who has celebrated his/her 80th birthday, you can pick up your 

plate after church. 
 

Christmas Box for the Kirbys 

We are taking a break from breakfast boxes for the month of December so that we can fill some 

other day to day needs of the Kirby family.   Here is a list of items that are needed.  These items 

are also posted on the bulletin board in church.   When you bring an item, please take it off the 

bulletin board so that we can give them all the items that are needed.    There is a gift basket for 

the items in the narthex (lobby) of the church. 

 

-Suave shampoos and conditioners  -bars of soap--unscented 

-Finish dishwasher tabs    -refill bottle of liquid hand soap 

-paper towels     -plastic spoons and forks 

-paper plates      -aluminum foil 

-Ziplock sandwich bags--lunches   -brown paper lunch bags 

-salt for ice on my front steps   -Ivory liquid dish soap 

-Crest toothpaste--sensitive (no tarter or whitening or baking soda) 

-A long bathrobe—XL for Julie for those days she isn’t feeling well 

-men's antiperspirant Degree or Mitchum--teenage boys 

 

Please note:  Unscented, allergy free items are the best for the family. 



Please refer to your weekly worship bulletin for any changes or additions to the calendar.  

Immanuel Lutheran Church & Open Arms Christian Child Development Center  

1850 Chestnut Avenue, Glenview, IL 60025 Church: 847-724-1034 Open Arms: 847-724-6092 Fax: 847-724-1038 E-mail: info@immanuelglenview.org  

Church: www.immanuelglenview.org Open Arms: www.openarmsglenview.org  

Every Sunday (except when noted):  

Sunday School 8:45 am  / Teen & Adult Bible Study 8:45 am  

Parent & Me Class 9:00 am / Worship with Holy Communion 10:00 am  

 

December 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 
Bible Study @ 
1:30 & 7 

7  
Advent Supper 
@ 6 

Advent Worship 
@ 7 

8 9 10 
Santa Breakfast 
@ 9 

11 
Youth Group @ 
5 

12 13 
Quilting @ 9-
11:30 

Bible Study @ 
1:30 & 7 

14 

Advent Supper 
@ 6 

Advent Worship 
@ 7 

15 16 
Moms Group @ 
7 

17 

18 
Cookie plate 
delivery 

19 20 
Bible Study @ 
1:30, NO 7 PM 
Class 

21 
Advent Supper 
@ 6 

Advent Worship 
@ 7 

22 23 
Office/School 
Closed 

24 
Candlelight 
Worship Service 
@ 7 

25 
Festival Com-
munion Service 
@ 10 

26 
Office/School 
Closed 

27 28 29 30 31 



1850 Chestnut Avenue 
Glenview, IL  60025 

847-724-1034 
Fax: 847-724-1038 

Email:  info@immanuelglenview.org 
Website:  www.immanuelglenview.org 

Immanuel’s Mission Statement: 
We serve the Lord with joy and gladness through 
loving others as He loved us, by serving others as 

December— Upcoming Events 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP EVERY SUNDAY. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL (AGES 3-6TH GRADE):  8:45 AM 

YOUTH BIBLE CLASS: 8:45 AM 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS: 8:45 AM 

WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION:   10:00 AM 

 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church & Open Arms 
Child Development Center 

   

Tues.   12/6 Bible Study: 1:30 and 7 

Wed.   12/7     Advent Supper: 6 PM     Advent Worship: 7 PM 

Sat.     12/10   Santa Breakfast: 9-11 AM   

Sun   12/11   Youth: 5-7 PM 

Tues.  12/13 Quilting: 9 AM 

Tues.  12/13   Bible Study: 1:30 and 7 

Wed.   12/14   Advent Supper: 6 PM     Advent Worship: 7 PM 

Fri.  12/16  Moms Group: 7 PM 

Sun.   12/18   Cookie Plate Delivery 

Tues.  12/20   Bible Study: 1:30    NO 7 PM service 

Wed.   12/21   Advent Supper: 6 PM     Advent Worship: 7 PM 

Fri.  12/23  Office and School Closed 

Sat.  12/24 Christmas Eve Worship: 7 PM 

Sun.  12/25 Christmas Worship: 10 AM 

Mon.  12/26  Office and School Closed 

Mon.  1/2  Office and School Closed 

Tuesday afternoons-1:30 PM—Bible Study (Church Basement) 

Tuesday evenings-7:00 PM—Women’s Bible Study (Youth Room)   

Wednesday mornings-9:15 AM—Men’s fellowship 

 

IMMANUEL’S STAFF 

PASTOR 

Rev. David Barber 

DIRECTOR OF EARLY CHILDHOOD  MINISTRY 

Wendy Pritchard 

Director of Family Life Ministry 

Ann Barber 

Business Administrator 

Kathy gerken 

Director of Music 

Tim Marquardt 

Administrative assistant 

Beth Neal 


