
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 11, 2012 

 

The Honorable Mike Simpson 

United States Congressman 

802 West Bannock, Suite 600 

Boise, ID 83702 

 

Dear Congressman Simpson, 

 

In a few weeks, the House Committee on Appropriations will begin to develop our nation’s 

Fiscal Year 2013 budget.  In partnership with the Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS), Idaho’s fifty soil and water conservation districts leverage federal dollars to preserve, 

sustain, and enhance the state’s natural resources.  This partnership is an example of proven, 

responsible government that empowers Idaho’s private land owners.   

 

Before you hear the committee debate on the Agricultural Appropriations budget, and before you 

develop the Interior Appropriations legislation, the Idaho Association of Soil Conservation 

Districts (IASCD) would like to share our thoughts on the vital conservation programs used each 

day in our state. 

 

We fully understand the difficult decisions the Appropriations Committee has to make in funding 

or eliminating federal programs.  IASCD fully supports a federal budget that reduces 

unnecessary government spending, and properly reflects our nation’s difficult economic 

situation.  However, agriculture and natural resource spending almost always bears the brunt of 

spending cuts.  For example, if we use the FY 2011 funding level adjusted for inflation, the 

NRCS Conservation Operations account in the FY13 Agricultural Appropriations budget would 

be $904 million, representing a 6% reduction from the FY2005 appropriated level.  We would 

request you support $904 million in this account for this budget. 

 

Funding has continued to decrease for Conservation Operations, but the interest and demand of 

the resources remains high.  Programs such as the Conservation Stewardship Program, 

Conservation Reserve Program, and the Environmental Quality Improvement Program (EQIP) 

are all excellent examples of federal programs that help private landowners to conserve natural 

resources wherever possible.  Unfortunately, President Obama’s plan for economic growth 

threatens natural resource conservation on private land.  The President’s proposal cuts EQIP by 

$100 million over the next ten years.  IASCD understands the tough choices being made, but feel 

this is an unwise budget cut.  Congress must consider the long-term value of investments in 

conservation. 



 

Idaho’s conservation districts provide technical assistance, monitoring, planning, documentation, 

education and training in many areas concerning Interior Appropriations.  This includes 319 

Nonpoint Source Grants and State and Private Forestry.  The 319 program has gained 

tremendous momentum in Idaho, especially in the southeast region.  The Portneuf Soil and 

Water Conservation District currently has two more grants pending to continue with work in the 

Marsh Creek and Middle Portneuf watersheds.  319 grants allow for further improvements in 

water quality, as well as reductions in sediment, nitrogen, and phosphorous into the streams.  In 

fact, the second phase of the grant treated 13 sites on Marsh Creek, and reduced sediment 

loading by approximately 969.6 tons per year.  If these two grants are approved for funding, it 

will bring approximately $736,950 into Bannock County over the next three years.  Therefore, 

IASCD requests that 319 Nonpoint Source funding for FY13 be set at $227 million. 

 

Also, the critical interests of our Idaho’s forests, from fire prevention to good management 

practices, are furthered by the State and Private Forestry programs.  The Latah Soil and Water 

Conservation District has partnered with a number of agencies and applied for a $300,000 grant 

to improve the ecological health across the West Fork tributary of the Big Bear Creek.  They 

plan to use funds to improve forest health, reduce wildfire risk, improve water quality, and raise 

the steelhead trout habitat rating to “good”.  Also, one of their objectives is to develop a Forest 

Stewardship/Conservation Plan to cover 789 acres.   Therefore, IASCD asks State and Private 

Forestry programs be set at $355 million for FY 13. 

 

Finally, our staff is willing to work with you and your staff to find offsets to fund these critical 

programs.  We strongly believe that we cannot ask for increases in funding without cutting or 

eliminating programs in the budget that are ineffective.   

 

On behalf of the IASCD Board of Directors and our member districts, I appreciate your work 

and the work of your staff during this tedious appropriations process.  Thank you for considering 

our requests, and please let us know if we can ever be of assistance to you.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Kit Tillotson 

IASCD President 


