
 

 

 

 

 

 

June 12, 2012 

 

The Honorable James Risch 

United States Senator  

350 N. 9
th
 Street 

Suite 302 

Boise, ID 83702 

 

Dear Senator Risch, 

 

This week, you and your colleagues will be debating the 2012 Farm Bill.  The Idaho Association 

of Soil Conservation Districts (IASCD) supports this legislation as it contains critical funding for 

natural resource conservation programs that are utilized in every part of Idaho.  We ask for your 

support of the Farm Bill when it comes before you on the Senate floor.   

 

In Idaho, the fifty soil conservation districts have a remarkable track record in working with 

farmers, ranchers, rural and city residents, and communities to protect and preserve our state’s 

natural resources.  The federal dollars invested in Title II programs in the Farm Bill ripple out 

into our communities and impact all facets of our economy; less sediment in rivers means a 

pristine river for fishing or rafting; healthy soil means a more plentiful crop; responsible land 

management means a balance between species habitat and grazing. 

 

The current bill advances and simplifies conservation programs.  First, the Regional 

Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) replaces legislatively-designated geographical 

programs with an opportunity for regional programs to continue to expand.  Second, the 

consolidated Agriculture Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) simplifies wetland and 

agricultural land easements.  Third, the current bill streamlines the Environmental Quality 

Incentives Program (EQIP) and the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), allowing easier 

access for producers who wish to take advantage of either program. 

 

We fully understand the difficult decisions the made by your fellow Senators when crafting this 

version of the Farm Bill.  IASCD fully supports legislation that reduces unnecessary government 

spending, and properly reflects our nation’s difficult economic situation.   

 

Each of our board members serves on a local conservation district board, and we have assisted 

willing land owners to develop common sense solutions to environmental challenges they face.  

These solutions are crafted by people with significant knowledge of the local land and expertise 

in natural resource management, not an overreaching federal agency.  

 



The work accomplished by our districts, in partnership with the Idaho Soil and Water 

Conservation Commission and the Natural Resources Conservation Service, is an example of 

good public policy and good government.  This partnership provides useful information about 

land use change, soil erosion and health, water quality and quantity, and wildlife habitat.  

 

We will continue to champion a belief that Idaho’s natural resources will be preserved using 

these responsible approaches that include incentive driven programs, public-private partnerships, 

and the concept of local, self-government. 

 

As always, please feel free to contact IASCD if our board or our district supervisors can be of 

assistance to you.  I can be reached at 208-344-1221. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Kit Tillotson 

President, IASCD 

 


