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We Are In Store For A 
Busy Few Months!
It’s a bit late, but I hope the new year has started 
off on the right foot for you and your district.  We 
have already been at work in the capitol talking 
to new legislators, checking in with the returning 
representatives, and saying hello to old friends.  
Our “Welcome Back” letter was one of the first to 
be distributed to all those serving in the state 
capitol, and our next letter to JFAC/Ag 
Committee members went out on Thursday.

We have said it before, but we will need all of 
you to write a letter to your legislator this year, 
especially if they are new to the legislature.  
IASCD staff is ready and willing to help you craft 
a great letter, so do not hesitate to give them a 
call if you need assistance.

This week we were able to secure five legislative 
presentation dates and our Legislative Display 
date.  As you know, the Soil and Water 
Commission will be presenting their budget to 
JFAC on January 30th, and we booked our 
Legislative Display date for January 29th.  It is 
vital you write to your JFAC member and invite 

them to stop by your table.  The more they know 
about the non-regulatory, voluntary conservation 
your district promotes, the easier it will be for the 
Commission on January 30th!  IASCD will also 
invite all legislators, as well as Governor Otter 
and Lt. Gov. Little to come by and visit the 
district displays. 

I want to also thank those districts who took time 
to respond to a letter sent last month regarding 
the $500 dues increase.  Your Board of Directors 
is meeting this week to discuss these responses, 
and develop ideas to help districts who may not 
be able to cover the full dues increase.  We 
always welcome your thoughts, suggestions, 
criticisms, and ideas to help improve your 
association.  We cannot exist without the 
support of your district and your board.

The next few months will be busy, but I am 
hopeful I’ll see you in the capitol, at a district 
meeting, or during the upcoming Spring 
Division meetings.  As always, we will continue 
to keep you updated on all IASCD happenings 
via email, our blog, Facebook, or our 
eNewsletter!

Sincerely,

Kit Tillotson, IASCD President

A Note From President 
Tillotson
Kit sat down at his 
computer to welcome 
your district to 2013, 
and share a few big 
dates on the horizon for 
IASCD and districts.  
Check out his note on
Page 1.

Wood River SWCD’s 
Legislative Meeting
Wood River SWCD 
hosted a legislative 
meeting.  Read more on
Page 2

Phase III of Marsh 
Creek
The Portneuf SWCD 
has done yeoman’s 
work on Marsh Creek.  
They provided IASCD 
an update on the 
project which you can 
read about on Page 2.

River Armor?

Kootenai-Shoshone 
SWCD is adding river 
armor to the Couer 
d’Alene!  
Page 2

Upcoming Events
You are going to want 
to review all the 
upcoming legislative 
dates, presentations, 
workshops, meetings, 
and symposiums!  Save 
those dates in advance!
Page 3

Financial Audits & Your 
District
Do you need to file a 
yearly financial audit?  
Our training this 
month should be 
helpful!

   A Monthly eNewsletter	 Issue No. 10 - Jan/Feb

The bison’s thick coat is so well insulated 
that snow can settle on its back without 

melting.  

Idaho Association of Soil 
Conservation Districts

Representing Idaho’s conservation districts as the primary entities to coordinate 
voluntary, locally-led efforts to sustain & enhance Idaho’s natural Resources.  

http://iascd.wordpress.com
http://iascd.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Idaho-Association-of-Soil-Conservation-Districts/195767520438131
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Idaho-Association-of-Soil-Conservation-Districts/195767520438131
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Wood River SWCD 
Hosts Legislative 
Meeting
In the above photo, Doug Albright with Wood 
River Soil and Water Conservation District chats 
with Representative Donna Pence about some of 
the conservation projects the Wood River SWCD is 
currently accomplishing.

Wood River, Blaine, Camas, and Gooding 
Conservation Districts, along with Lincoln 
and Blaine county commissioners met with 
Senator Michelle Stennett and Representative 
Donna Pence before they made their way to 
Boise.

The meeting was an informal get together to 
touch base with legislators and friends as they 
begin the 2013 session.  Each district spoke 
about projects and issues that are important to 
their area. 

Many districts are in the same situation as far 
as budgets and funding.  The districts asked 
the legislators to remember the importance of 
conservation districts, and reminded them the 
money invested in districts returns to the state 
three-fold.

The county commissioners spoke about 
serious issues they are facing in their counties.  
Senator Stennett and Representative Pence 
reported on current topics they will face 
during the legislative session including 
property taxes, sage grouse, and government 
budgets. 

Bret’s Corner  

Phase III of the Marsh 
Creek Watershed
                                                                             
The photo above shows work done to restore 9 feet 
of bank between the gauges and the river.  Prior to 
restoration, the banks had eroded all the way back 
to the gauges, putting them in danger of falling 
into the river.  

Phase III of the Marsh Creek Watershed 
Project began in the fall of 2010 and is
scheduled to end December 31, 2014. 
Currently there are four landowners 
participating in the project working on 
fencing, off-site watering facilities, use 
exclusion, heavy use protection, streambank 
stabilization, and corral relocation. The 
landowners are continuing on with the 
tradition of success in the Marsh Creek 
Watershed Project.

This project has also provided the opportunity 
for the Portneuf SWCD to work with Trout 
Unlimited (TU), Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game (IDFG), United States Fish and 
Wildlife Services (USFWS), United States 
Forest Service (USFS), Portneuf River Project 
(PRP), and Portneuf Watershed Partnership 
(PWP).

Four contracts have been established between 
the Portneuf SWCD and interested 
landowners. To date there has been 9,642 feet 
of four strand barbed wire fence installed,
400 feet of corral fence installed, 12 acres of 
streambank excluded to reduce impacts from 
grazing livestock, and 300 feet of streambank 
restoration on the main stem of the Portneuf 
River.

The severely eroding banks of the Portneuf 
River endangered USGS and NOAA gauges
(pictured top right in the photo). By 
rebuilding approx. 9ft of bank this project was 
able to save the gauges along with a 
tremendous amount of historical data.

Kootenai-Shoshone 
SWCD’s Riverbank 
Stabilization Project
A large crane places the armor on the bank of the 
Coeur d’Alene River in December 2012.  

The Kootenai-Shoshone SWCD just finished a 
riverbank stabilization project on the Coeur 
d’Alene River on December 15th.  The project 
included 4,000 feet of bank armoring and 
revegetation at a cost of $217,000.  Estimated 
sediment reduction is over 1,400 tons 
annually.

The project is located on Idaho Fish and Game 
property, and was funded by a 319 Clean 
Water Act grant.  Project planning, funding, 
and permitting took over two years.  Once 
complete, the project itself took thirty days to 
finish.  Much of the credit goes to the district’s 
NRCS partner, particularly Brett Holmes in 
the Coeur d’Alene field office.  Without him, 
the district would not have been able to take 
on jobs of this size.  KSSWCD Supervisor 
David Fortier also played a major role in 
keeping the job on track.  As a result, the 
contractor finished the job 15 days ahead of 
schedule and $10,000 under budget.

The Coeur d’Alene River suffers from boat 
wake-induced erosion, where the boat wakes 
undercut the banks and major sloughing 
consequently follows.  The NRCS design 
protects the banks from the undercut, and the 
willows planted under the armor will 
eventually grow through it so the rocks will be 
nearly concealed.  This will take between 5 
and 10 years.

Armoring on the river must be done during 
the winter months during drawdown.  The 
working conditions during this time were 
perfect, and the river did not ice up!

The KSSWCD, IDEQ, and the Coeur d’Alene 
Tribe surveyed the entire river in 2008, 
identifying the key erosion points and 
estimating the annual soil loss.  This project is 
based upon those investigations.
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Calendar Of Events
There are a number of upcoming events this winter & spring. 
January 18th &19th- IASCD Board of Directors Meeting. Boise 
Hotel and Conference Center. 8:00am start on Friday.
January 29th - Legislative Displays on the fourth floor of the 
State Capitol.  9am to 4pm.
January 30th - SWC Presentation to the Joint Finance and 
Appropriations Committee. 
February 12th - IASCD & SWC presentation to House 
Environment Committee at 8am & House Ag at 1:30pm.
February 13th- IASCD & SWC presentation to Senate 
Resources at 1:30pm.
February 11th or 15th- IASCD & SWC presentation to House 
Resources at 1:30pm.
February 14th- IASCD & SWC presentation to Senate Ag at 
8:00am.
February 15th- Wood River SWCD’s Weed Workshop.  
Shoshone, ID. Lincoln County Community Center.  9:00am to 
4:00pm.
February 28th to March 1st- Payette SWCD’s Ag Symposium 
and Soil Health Workshops.  Four Rivers Cultural Center in 
Ontario, OR.  Registration starts at 7:30am.

Five Minute Supervisor Training
Title 67, Chapter 4: Independent Financial Audits By Governmental 

Entities -- Filing Requirements

If you are the kind of person who likes to get their taxes done and out of the way as 
soon as possible, then this training is for you.  Title 67, Chapter 4 of Idaho State 
code discusses the minimum audit requirements for all local governmental entities, 
including soil conservation districts.  Financial audits are to be performed by 
independent auditors in accordance with generally accepted governmental 
auditing standards.  The auditor you hire shall be employed on written contract.

State code provides the following minimum requirements for an audit:

●  If your annual expenditures (from all sources) exceed $250,000, then you need to 
file a full and complete audit of financial statements each fiscal year.

●  If your annual expenditures (from all sources) are between $100,000 and 
$250,000, you may elect to be audited on a biennial basis.  

●  If your annual expenditures (from all sources) do not exceed $100,000, then you 
have no minimum audit requirement under the section of state law.

You need to file 1 copy of each completed audit report with the legislative services 
office within 9 months after the end of the audit period.

IASCD Board of Directors
Kit Tillotson — President
Billie Brown — Vice President
Steve Becker — Treasurer
Rick Rodgers — Secretary
Lynn Bagley — Director
Lynn McKee — Director

Nancy Weatherstone — Executive Assistant
Bret Rumbeck — Executive Director

Contact Us
Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts
4696 West Overland Road
Ste. 232
Boise, ID 83705
ph: 208-344-1711
fx: 208-344-1177

web: http://www.iascd.org
blog: http://iascd.wordpress.com
Find us on Facebook!
Check out our YouTube Channel
We have photos on Flickr

http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title67/T67CH4SECT67-450B.htm
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title67/T67CH4SECT67-450B.htm
http://www.iascd.org
http://www.iascd.org
http://iascd.wordpress.com
http://iascd.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Idaho-Association-of-Soil-Conservation-Districts/195767520438131
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Idaho-Association-of-Soil-Conservation-Districts/195767520438131
http://www.youtube.com/user/IASCD1944
http://www.youtube.com/user/IASCD1944
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iascd
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iascd

