
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

October 25, 2011 

 

The Honorable Raul Labrador 

United States Congressman 

33 East Broadway Avenue 

Suite 251 

Meridian, ID 83642 

 

Dear Congressman Labrador, 

 

Over the next month, you and your colleagues will be faced with a difficult 

challenge of approving or disapproving the Joint Select Committee on Deficit 

Reduction recommendations to cut federal spending by $1.2 trillion.  In fact, 

you will probably review a number of different options from the Committee, 

both parties, and various industries and interest groups.  As you analyze these 

proposals, we ask that you keep in mind the cuts already made to Farm Bill 

programs, specifically the $2 billion in cuts already made to the conservation 

title. 

 

In Idaho, the fifty soil conservation districts we represent have a remarkable 

track record in working with farmers, ranchers, rural and city residents, and 

communities to protect and preserve our state’s natural resources.  We all serve 

on local conservation district boards, and we have assisted willing land owners 

to develop common sense solutions to environmental challenges they face.  

These solutions are crafted by people with significant knowledge of the local 

land and expertise in natural resource management, not an overreaching federal 

agency.  

 

The work accomplished by our districts, in partnership with the Idaho Soil and 

Water Conservation Commission and the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service, is an example of good public policy and good government.  This 

partnership provides useful information about land use change, soil erosion and 

health, water quality and quantity, and wildlife habitat.   

 

In a day of partisan fighting, we are a unique example of an ideal that is not 

solely owned by Republicans or Democrats.  Natural resource conservation has 

been embraced by 235 years of Americans who have farmed, ranched and 

worked the land, or those who have spent a weekend camping by their favorite 

river.  Additional cuts to federal conservation programs will ultimately lead to 
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more federal and state regulations that will prove far too costly to the farmer and to the taxpayer.     

 

Locally-led, non-regulatory conservation is the most effective way to help individual land 

owners and communities preserve natural resources using a voluntary approach to land 

stewardship.  The federal dollars invested in these programs ripple out into our communities and 

impact all facets of our economy; less sediment in rivers means a pristine river for fishing or 

rafting; healthy soil means a more plentiful crop; responsible land management means a balance 

between species habitat and grazing.   

 

We will continue to champion a belief that Idaho’s natural resources will be preserved using 

these responsible approaches that include incentive driven programs, public-private partnerships, 

and the concept of local, self-government. 

 

As always, we are here to answer any questions you or your staff may have.  We can be reached 

at 208-888-1890 x. 108.  Thank you very much for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Randy Purser              Kit Tillotson    Steve Becker 

President              Vice President    Treasurer 
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