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Idaho Association of Soil
Conservation Districts
Representing Idaho’s conservation districts as the primary entities to coordinate
voluntary, locally-led efforts to sustain & enhance Idaho’s natural Resources.
A Monthly Newsletter
IASCD On Boise
Community Radio!
IASCD President Kit
Tillotson and Executive
Director Bret Rumbeck
were on Elemental
Idaho last month. Find
out more in the article
below!

Issue No. 5 - May/June
A Note from the
President
Kit Tillotson gives a
review of the June
Board Meeting.
Page 2

Forestry Contest
Linda O’Hare with the
Bonner Soil and Water
Conservation District
gives a great write-up
on the 25th annual
Forestry Contest. Find
out who won and the
number of hamburgers
consumed on Page 2!

Bylaw Update

The Board of Directors
reviewed & made
proposed changes to
IASCD Bylaws.
Page 2

Elemental Idaho is a collaborative
production of Radio Boise and the Idaho
Council of Industry and the Environment.

We were invited on the show to talk about
the work conservation districts do in
Idaho, and to share more about this
unique blend of federal, state and private
conservation is vital to natural resource
land owners.
sustainment here in Idaho. I cannot thank
“This was an outstanding opportunity for Beth Markley and Pat Barclay enough for
our member districts and for IASCD,”
the invitation!”
said Kit Tillotson. “We were given time
Kit and Bret began to prepare for the
to discuss the history of conservation
interview a week earlier. They put
districts, describe the work our districts
together a list of practice questions,
do, and why non-regulatory, voluntary
IASCD

Supervisor Training
What are some critical
elements of open
meetings? Where can a
meeting be held? Read
about it on Page 3.

developed responses, and then created a
“cheat sheet” with the best answers.

IASCD’s Radio
Interview Is Online!
On Monday May 21st, IASCD President
Kit Tillotson and Executive Bret
Rumbeck were guests on Elemental
Idaho, an hour-long program discussing
environmental public. It airs Mondays at
noon on Boise Community Radio,
KRBX, 89.9 FM.

Gooding High Team
Wins Envirothon!
Congrats to Gooding
High! They’ll head to
Pennsylvania this
summer. And thank
you to our sponsors,
volunteers, and
advisors for another
successful Envirothon.
Page 3

“We received some responses from
districts on current projects they are
working on or have completed in the last
few months. I want to thank Vicki
Lukehart, Robbie Taylor, Ken Stinson,
Jane Sandstrom, and Jeff Burwell for
submitting projects and talking points. It
really helped Bret and me during our
conversation with Beth.”
If you click here, you’ll be taken to the
summary of the interview. To listen to the
interview, click the Play button just
below the text, and above the YouTube
advertisement.
The YouTube advertisement is NOT
how you listen to the show!
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On June 8th and 9th, the Board of Directors
held their annual summer meeting at the
Boise Hotel and Conference Center. We had a
very long & tedious agenda, but were able to
accomplish our work on your behalf Saturday
afternoon.
One of the highlights for the Board and for
me was being able to learn more about
parliamentary procedure. I want to thank Mr.
Rick Waitley for his time (and patience!) to
teach us how to run a smooth, effective
business meeting. The Board and I will
continue to sharpen these skills over the next
few months.
Another item discussed and put into motion
was a scholarship for new supervisors to
attend our annual business conference. The
Board felt this scholarship program would be
a fantastic way to build capacity for districts
and strengthen IASCD at the same time.
Funds would be raised through a raffle for
high-dollar items such as a week at a timeshare, farm equipment use, or fertilizer. If
you have any ideas, or anything you feel
would be a good donation, please let your
division director or me know! I am looking
forward to sharing more information on this
scholarship program later this summer.
In the coming weeks, districts will be
receiving a letter from the Board of Directors
asking for Fiscal Year 2013 dues. You will
notice that we have asked you submit dues by
September 30th. The Board felt this due date
would ease accounting issues for staff, and
allow fairness for districts to vote on directors
this fall.
As always, I want to hear from you on ways to
improve your Association. We are here to
serve our membership, and promote the work
you do each day to conserve and sustain our
natural resources.
Sincerely,

Kit Tillotson, IASCD President
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Forestry Contest Recap

winning Rookie team consisted of 6th graders
from Farmin Elementary in Sandpoint.

This year was the 30th anniversary of the
Idaho State Forestry Contest, and to help
celebrate this year we added a “museum”
which had photographs from all 30 years of
the Contest. The first contest in 1983 had 35
participants, this year we had a total of 371.
We gave 30th Anniversary T-shirts to all the
team winners (24) for the top 3 places, and
added a 30th Anniversary Cake for dessert.
We appreciate all
the support and
donations given
this year that
enabled us to help
make the 30th
Anniversary a
memorable one.

We thank IASCD for donating to this event
which brought youth all the way from
Genesee to Bonners Ferry together with
forestry professionals for a fun and creative
contest in the forest at Careywood.

There were 127 competitors in the Junior/
Senior Division competition. This Division
includes both junior and senior high school
age students who compete in all ten stations
covered in the Forestry Contest Manual. The
Rookie Division which includes fourth
through sixth grade school students who study
the same manual but compete in only 4 areas,
had 154 competitors. Novices make up the
last category, and we had 87 grade school
students ranging from 1st graders to 5th
graders participate in this area.
Overall attendance at the Contest which
includes around 200 volunteers and 30
coaches and chaperones is estimated at 600 –
and the number of burgers cooked and eaten
is estimated at 720.
Careywood Eager Beavers 4-H won the
Senior Division competition, while the
winning team in
the Junior
Division was
from Post Falls
Middle School.
Both of the top
individual
scorers for the
Junior and
Senior Divisions were from Post Falls. The
Rookie Division top scorer was from Borah
Elementary in Coeur d’Alene, and the

This article was submitted by Linda O’Hare
with the Bonner Soil and Water Conservation
District.

By-Law Update
On Saturday June 9th, the IASCD Board of
Directors spent three hours combing over the
IASCD bylaws again, and addressing
comments/concerns from member districts.
Staff has made all the edits, and has sent the
new bylaw draft to member districts.
“Many of these changes were simply fixing
sentences and clarifying director
responsibilities to ensure we are in
compliance with our own bylaws,” said Vice
President Billie Brown. “Specifically, we
cleaned up the Treasurer and Secretary
functions, and added in language to prohibit
IASCD Directors from voting at the annual
business conference.”
One major concern was in regard to the
Endowment Fund. Staff researched this
section of the bylaws to try and determine
how the fund was created,
who donated funds, and
when funds were
transferred to the state
LGIP fund.
“Over the last few months,
I spoke with supervisors, former supervisors,
and former staff to try and determine the fate
of the endowment fund,” said Bret Rumbeck.
“The fund, as currently written, does not exist
any longer. Endowment fund moneys were
transferred to the LGIP fund in the state.
Therefore, the Board agreed to remove the
Endowment Fund from the bylaws.”
The IASCD Board of Directors asks districts
review the changes this summer in order to
discuss any issues during Fall Division
meetings.

IASCD
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Gooding High School Envirothon
Team Wins State Competition
On Tuesday, May 8, 2012 the Gooding High School Envirothon
team won the 2012 Idaho Enviorthon. In July the team will
travel to Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania to compete in the Canon
Envirothon Competition July 22 to 27, 2012. The team is made
up of team captain Emma Fredericksen, Zackery Kast, Francisco
Garcia, Oran Agee, Amanda Richards and their advisers Becky
and David Freiberg. They were sponsored by the Wood River
Soil and Water Conservation District.
115 students participated in this year’s Envirothon, with each
team being made up of five to six students, plus one adviser.
Also, nearly 30 volunteers and instructors donated their time to
teach lessons, correct exams, and assist teams. The top five
finishers were: Gooding High School Team B, Gooding High
School Team A, Mackay High School, Dennis Technical
Education center Team A, and Kimberly High School.
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IASCD wants to thank the following businesses for their
financial contribution to this year’s state competition: the
Bureau of Land Management, CHS Foundation, IASCD
Auxiliary, Idaho Barley Commission, Idaho District
Employees Association, Idaho Farm Bureau Federation,
Idaho Grain Producers, Idaho Mining Association, Idaho Pea
and Lentil Commission, Idaho Power Company, Idaho
Rangeland Resource Commission, Idaho Soil and Water
Conservation Commission, Idaho Sugarbeet Growers
Association, Lactalis American Group, National Wild
Turkey Federation (Idaho Chapter), Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Northwest Farm Credit Services,
Thompson Creek Mining Company and the United
Dairymen of Idaho.

Top Left to Right: Zackery Kast, Francisco Garcia, Oran Agee.
Bottom Left to Right: Amanda Richards, Emma Fredericksen.
Photo Credit: IASCD

Five Minute Supervisor Training
Conservation District Board Meetings
Regularly scheduled meetings are fundamental to conducting conservation district business.
Monthly meetings serve several purposes including scoping, determining board policy,
identifying conservation needs, and much more. These meetings are critical to fulfilling legal
responsibilities, communicating conservation needs, and taking district action in the
community.
As a governing body of a public agency, a conservation district is required to comply with the
Idaho Open Meeting Law (67-2340 through 67-2347). A good rule of thumb is very simple:
The public’s business ought to be done in public.
Here are some critical elements of open meetings that apply to conservation district board
meetings:
All meetings must be open to the public.
Meetings must not be held in a location where discrimination on the basis of race, creed, color,
sex, age, or national origin is practiced.
Written minutes must be recorded for all meetings and be made available to the public.
Minutes shall include: members of the governing body present, all motions, resolutions,
orders, or ordinances proposed and their disposition, and the result of all votes.
Any member who knowingly violates open meeting law provisions shall be subject to a civil
penalty not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500).

IASCD

IASCD Board of Directors
Kit Tillotson — President
Billie Brown — Vice President
Steve Becker — Treasurer
Rick Rodgers — Secretary
Lynn Bagley — Director
Lynn McKee — Director
Nancy Weatherstone — Executive Assistant
Bret Rumbeck — Executive Director

Contact Us
Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts
4696 West Overland Road
Ste. 232
Boise, ID 83705
ph: 208-344-1711
fx: 208-344-1177
web: http://www.iascd.org
blog: http://iascd.wordpress.com
Find us on Facebook!
Check out our YouTube Channel
We have photos on Flickr
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