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Legislature Increases 
Two-To-One Match By 
$50,000
It feels like I have been repeating myself during the 
past few updates, but once again, we had a very 
busy month in the state house!  On February 15th, 
Senate Agricultural Affairs Chairman Steve Bair (R-
Blackfoot) went before the Joint Finance-
Appropriations Committee to request an additional 
$209,700 to fully fund the two-to-one state match.  

This request came from an IASCD and SWC 
legislative presentation before the Senate Ag 
Committee, and a lengthy meeting with Chairman 
Bair.  We answered his questions and discussed how 
a fully funded match would benefit our state’s 
natural resources.  

Chairman Bair took this information before JFAC 
the very next morning.  He let the committee 
members know that local soil and water 
conservation districts play a critical  role in reducing 
the TMDL’s in Idaho’s streams and rivers, and the 
fully funded match would put more conservation 
on the ground.

IASCD then led a proactive campaign encouraging 
districts with JFAC members to write them to share 
how the match would benefit natural resources in 
their area.  IASCD staff worked with each JFAC 
member, asking their thoughts about the full 
increase, and sharing district stories.

A few days before the SWC’s budget came before 
JFAC, the last district letters reached JFAC members.  
IASCD board members and Executive Director Bret 

Rumbeck worked with Representative Steve Miller 
(R-Fairfield) on the final increase of $50,000.  An 
additional $20,000 was also included in the SWC’s 
budget to allow them to recover indirect costs for 
professional services related to cooperative 
conservation projects.  

I want to applaud the work of our member districts 
who communicated with their JFAC legislators.  It 
was your outreach, combined with the efforts of 
IASCD board that resulted in this $70,000 increase in 
funding.  This type of campaign can only be done 
with a unified, strong association and partnership.

The budget passed the Senate on March 20th, and 
the House on March 25th.  It now moves onto the 
Governor for his signature.  You can see how your 
legislator voted by clicking here.  

Again, thank you for all your work!

Kit Tillotson

IASCD President

Increase in State 
Match Funding
The SWC’s budget was 
before JFAC on March 
5th, 2013.  IASCD was 
able to increase the 
SWC’s budget by 
$70,000.  This included 
a $50,000 increase in 
the state match.  More 
info can be found on 
Page 2.

New IASCD Contact 
Info
Yes, we moved again!  If 
you haven’t updated 
your address book yet, 
please see Page 2.

Request From the 
Idaho Outfitters and 
Guides Commission
The IOGLB is seeking 
comment on a proposed 
rule change regarding 
outfitting on private 
land.  Districts are 
encouraged to review 
and comment on this 
proposal.
Page 2

Soil Health Initiative

Find out more about a 
fantastic new initiative 
in Idaho!
Page 2

Senate Confirms 
Commissioner Norman 
Wright
The Idaho State Senate 
confirmed Norman 
Wright to serve as a 
commissioner on the 
Idaho Soil and Water 
Conservation 
Commission.  

Supervisor Training
We’re here to help your 
district AND keep you 
out of jail!  Please learn 
more about the Bribery 
and Corruption Act on
Page 3
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Your IASCD Board of Directors and 
staffers have spent quite a bit of time in the 
state house this year.  Your support letters 
to your legislators have been critical to our 

efforts!  Thank you!

Idaho Association of Soil 
Conservation Districts

Representing Idaho’s conservation districts as the primary entities to coordinate 
voluntary, locally-led efforts to sustain & enhance Idaho’s natural Resources.  

http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2013/S1170.htm
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2013/S1170.htm
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JFAC Increases District Match Allocation

On February 15, 2013, 
Senate Agricultural 
Affairs Chairman Steve 
Bair (R-Blackfoot) 
presented to the JFAC 
the budgets the his 
committee had 
reviewed.  Bair stated 
they had reviewed the 
SWC’s budget, and 
referenced the two-to-
one match was $209,700 
short of full funding.  

IASCD and the SWC presented to the Senate ag 
committee on February 14th, and discussed the 
importance of a fully funded state match.

Chairman Bair let JFAC know that districts use 
match funds to leverage grants from the Office of 
Species Conservation, Bonneville Power, DEQ, and 
even private grants.  He also said that local districts 
can play a great role in reducing the TMDL’s in 
Idaho’s streams and rivers.  He then recommended 
an additional $209,700 be added to the state match.

A few weeks later on March 5, JFAC set the FY 2014 
budget for the SWC.  Representative Steve Miller 
(R-Fairfield) made the main motion to support a 
$50,000 increase to the two-to-one state match, and 
for an additional $20,000 to allow the SWC to 
recover indirect costs for professional services 
related to cooperative conservation projects.  

The SWC’s budget passed the Senate on March 20th, 
and the House on March 25th.  It now awaits the 
Governor’s signature.  If you click here, you can 
track its progress.  

IASCD Has Moved Once Again; New Contact Info

If you’ve had trouble 
getting ahold of IASCD 
staff in the past week, 
it’s probably because 
we have been packing 
boxes, cleaning file 
cabinets, and strapping 
heavy desks onto the 
top of Nancy’s car.  

While the IASCD Board of Directors reviewed the 
FY 2014 budget at conference, they were informed 
that NRCS could house IASCD staff starting in the 
spring of 2013.  After ironing out a few wrinkles, 
Idaho State Conservationist Jeff Burwell welcomed 
IASCD staff into the NRCS state office on March 
14th, 2013.  

Please take a moment to update your address book 
and cell phone with the following information:

IASCD
9173 West Barnes Drive, Suite C
Boise, ID 83709

Bret: 208-685-6986
Nancy: 208-685-6989
Our email addresses have not changed.  

While you’re at it, you should subscribe to our blog 
and ‘Like’ our Facebook page!

Idaho Outfitters and Guides Request

A few weeks ago, IASCD staff met with the State of 
Idaho Outfitters & Guides Licensing Board 
regarding a negotiated rule making they are 
involved with.  The rule clarifies issues related to 
outfitting on private land and the requirements for 
licensure, establishes rules with the force and effect 
of law that will set appropriate limits on outfitted 
turkey and waterfowl hunting, and clarifies existing 
rules pertaining to private membership 
organizations and clubs and the requirement for 
licensure.  

Negotiated rule making public workshops were 
held across the state in November/December 2012 
to identify stakeholder interests.  They have 
received a number of comments on the matter, but 
specifically want input from private landowners.  
IOGLB staff felt that conservation districts are the 
best people to speak with regarding issues on 
private land.  

An updated draft of the rule called “Option C” is 
now available.  This draft and other information can 
be viewed on IOGLB’s website.  If you click here, 
you’ll be taken to their website.  Click here to view 
“Option C”.

IOGLB will continue to receive comments up to and 
during a hearing at their April 3-5, 2013 meeting.  

Did You Know...
The most recent USDA estimates show Idaho agriculture passed Colorado to rank third among 
11 western states.  Efforts by Idaho’s farmers and ranchers brought in nearly $7.4 billion in 
2011.  Idaho trails number 2 Washington by $1.4 billion.  Source: www.cals.uidaho.edu/aers/resources.htm

Special Thanks to the Idaho 
Rangeland Resource 
Commission for their 
sponsorship and support of this 
year’s Envirothon!  

http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2013/S1170.htm
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2013/S1170.htm
http://iascd.wordpress.com
http://iascd.wordpress.com
http://oglb.idaho.gov/
http://oglb.idaho.gov/
http://oglb.idaho.gov/
http://oglb.idaho.gov/
http://oglb.idaho.gov/rules/promulgations.html
http://oglb.idaho.gov/rules/promulgations.html
http://oglb.idaho.gov/rules/promulgations.html
http://oglb.idaho.gov/rules/promulgations.html
http://idrange.org/
http://idrange.org/
http://idrange.org/
http://idrange.org/
http://idrange.org/
http://idrange.org/
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Five Minute Supervisor Training
Bribery and Corrupt Influence Act

Avoid Back Scratching and All Quid Pro Quo to Stay Out of Jail

Politics and corruption have gone together longer than time itself.  As an elected 
official, you need to ensure you do not accept any benefit for a decision, opinion, 
recommendation, vote, or other exercise of discretion.  Statute defines ‘benefit’ as 
a gain or advantage, or anything regarded by the beneficiary as a gain or 
advantage.

Idaho Code 18-1359 forbids a public servant from using their position for personal 
gain.  You cannot use public funds or property to obtain a benefit for yourself, nor 
can you solicit, accept, or receive a benefit as payment for services, advice, 
assistance, or conduct exercised in the course of your official duties.  Now, you can 
accept a pie or cookies from a land owner you may have assisted.  This is 
considered a trivial benefit as it does not exceed the value of $50.00.  

You are also forbidden from using or disclosing confidential information gained in 
the course of your official position in any way with an intent to obtain a benefit for 
you, another person, or an entity who also may have an interest in the issue, or 
with an intent to harm your soil conservation district.  In other words, you cannot 
take information learned during your meeting and try to leverage it for money, 
favors, or Super Bowl tickets.  

IASCD Board of Directors
Kit Tillotson — President
Billie Brown — Vice President
Steve Becker — Treasurer
Rick Rodgers — Secretary
Lynn Bagley — Director
Lynn McKee — Director

Nancy Weatherstone — Executive Assistant
Bret Rumbeck — Executive Director

Contact Us 
Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts
9173 W. Barnes Drive, Ste. C
Boise, ID 83709
ph: 208-685-6989
fx: 208-376-6858

web: http://www.iascd.org
blog: http://iascd.wordpress.com
Find us on Facebook!
Check out our YouTube Channel
We have photos on Flickr

Idaho’s Soil Health Initiative
Managing for soil health is one of the easiest and most effective ways 
for farmers to increase crop productivity and profitability while 
improving the environment.  With world population estimated to reach 
9.1 billion by 2050, we will need to produce as much food in the next 40 
years as we have in the past 500 years.  Many producers are 
implementing practices on their own that improve soil health, thus 
increasing efficiencies, productivity, and profitability.

There are four basic principles to improving the health of your soil.  The 
first is to keep the soil covered as much as possible.  Second, disturb the 
soil as little as possible.  Third, keep plants growing throughout the 
year to feed the soil, and finally diversify as much as possible using 
crop rotation and cover crops.  Some of the benefits of healthy soils are 
improved water quality, reduced sediment, flood reduction, and an 
energy savings.  

Idaho’s soil health initiative supports producers in addressing wind 
and water erosion problems,  It also encourages soil health management 
systems that combine multiple tactics.  

For more information, please click here.  NRCS also has a fantastic 
website dedicated to soil health.  You can check it out by clicking here.  

EXTRA! EXTRA!

Where Has The Farmland Gone?
By: Clark Kent           March 27, 2013

ANYTOWN, USA -- Globally, 
desertification and farmland conversion 
is accelerating.  Between 1982-2007, 14 
million acres of prime farmland has 
been lost to development.  

http://www.iascd.org
http://www.iascd.org
http://iascd.wordpress.com
http://iascd.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Idaho-Association-of-Soil-Conservation-Districts/195767520438131
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Idaho-Association-of-Soil-Conservation-Districts/195767520438131
http://www.youtube.com/user/IASCD1944
http://www.youtube.com/user/IASCD1944
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iascd
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iascd
http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/news/newsreleases/soil_health_0213.html
http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/news/newsreleases/soil_health_0213.html
http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/soil_health.html
http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/soil_health.html

