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Owyhee Conservation 
District Summer Tour
Written by Gina Millard, Owyhee CD

The Owyhee Conservation District hosted its 
Annual Summer Tour on June 13, 2012 with a day 
trip to the Owyhee Mountains. This year the board 
voted to see a Juniper Mastication project. The tour 
began after our monthly board meeting with a 
group of eleven people meeting at 9:00am, and 
reaching the site at about 11:30am. The drive was 
long but beautiful, filled with a variety of animals 
including chipmunks, rock chucks, rabbits, 
squirrels, quail, deer, antelope, turkey vultures, and 
numerous birds.

In March 2010, the USDA NRCS launched the 
Sage-Grouse Initiative. The goal of the initiative is 
to implement conservation practices with private 
landowners to improve the sage-grouse populations 
and habitat in an effort to curtail the possibility of 
an Endangered Species Act listing. Idaho is one of 
eleven states participating in the initiative. USDA 
deemed healthy sage-grouse habitat as large, intact 
landscapes with plant diversity, perennial grasses 

and forbs, invasive species management, healthy 
springs and seeps and well-designed grazing plans. 
A negative for both the sage-grouse and rancher is 
conifer encroachment. Hence the mastication 
project between Jordan Valley ranchers Dennis and 
Mike Stanford and mastication contractor Dave 
Bunker of Branch Enterprises. They are taking on 
the enormous task of Juniper mastication on over 
400 acres. In partnership, NRCS Soil Conservation 

Technician Diane French has worked closely with 
Dennis, Mike, and Dave to help insure a successful 
project.
Dave Bunker and Mike Stanford explained the 
Sage-grouse Initiative project and the reason for 
Juniper removal or mastication. The Juniper has 
significantly encroached over the past 50 -75 years 
throughout Owyhee County. Stands of Juniper 
readily uptake critical water resources from the 
Great Basin landscape, depleting water from seeps, 
meadows, springs, and streams that sage-grouse, 
livestock, and other wildlife are dependent on. In 
addition, vast areas of Juniper encroachment have 
changed the sagebrush habitat ecosystem that 
houses the vital forbs, grasses, and sagebrush 
structures necessary for sage-grouse survival. 
Removing and reducing Juniper from areas that 
were historically wet seeps, meadows or riparian 
areas quickly improves both habitat and grazing by 
allowing native forbs and grasses to return to a 
more productive state.

It certainly was a fascinating process to watch. 
Many thanks to Dave Bunker, Mike Stanford, and 
Diane French for the demonstration tour and 
information on sage-grouse.

Juniper Mastication 
Project
The Owyhee 
Conservation District 
held a tour of a juniper 
mastication project in 
their district.  Gina 
Millard wrote a 
summary of the tour.
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In Memory of Bob Bolte
Bob Bolte passed away 
on June 14th.  He was a 
supervisor for the 
Gooding SCD.
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Sixth Grade Field Day!
In May, the Lewis SCD 
held the 40th annual 
6th Grade Field Day at 
Winchester State Park.  
Elaine Sonnen provided 
IASCD with a fantastic 
write-up on the event.
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SW-Pacific Conference

More details and the 
registration form for 
the SW-Pacific 
Regional Meeting this 
September!
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Note from Jeff Burwell 
& Kit Tillotson
NRCS wants your 
input and vision of the 
Field Office of the 
Future for Idaho.  
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Conflict of Interest
What happens when 
you’re at your board 
meeting and you have a 
conflict of interest with 
an upcoming 
conservation project?  
What should you do?  
Can you vote?  Find 
out more!
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Starting at the middle of a large Juniper 
tree, the masticator tops the tree then 

progressively works its way down making a 
pulpy base.

Idaho Association of Soil 
Conservation Districts

Representing Idaho’s conservation districts as the primary entities to coordinate 
voluntary, locally-led efforts to sustain & enhance Idaho’s natural Resources.  

http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/sage_grouse/index.html
http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/sage_grouse/index.html
http://www.branch-enterprises.com/
http://www.branch-enterprises.com/
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In Memory of Robert 
“Bob” Bolte
Robert “Bob” Bolte, 88, a resident of Gooding, 
passed away Thursday, June 14, 2012 at Bennett 
Hills Care Center in Gooding.

Bob was born April 2, 1924 in Gooding, Idaho to 
Robert P. and Vera M. Bolte, where he lived on the 
homestead farm raising sheep, Hereford cows, and 
grain and hay crops.

In 1944, bob joined the Army Air Corps, 621st 
Division. He was a Corporal Gunner Instructor. 
Bob was honorably discharged in 1946.

On April 4, 1954, he married Donna Jean VanDorn. 
They lived in Gooding on the farm. They had three 
children; Ann, Barbara and Jon. Bob was active in 
many community organizations in Gooding, 
including 45 years of service with the United States 
Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation 
District and The Wood River RC & D.

Bob was preceded in death by his parents, and his 
wife Donna.

Bob is survived by 2 daughters; Ann (John) 
Thornton of Kuna, Idaho, and Barbara Thomas of 
Gooding, Idaho; 1 son; Jon Bolte, of Snohomish, 
Washington; and 4 grandchildren; Todd Thomas, 
and Chad Thomas, both of Gooding, Idaho; and 
Shane Bolte and Kali Bolte, both of Snohomish, 
Washington.

The family suggests memorial contributions in 
Bob’s name be made to The Bolte Memorial 
Scholarship Fund, c/o Gooding Soil Conservation 
District, 801 Main St. Gooding, Idaho 83330, or to 
a charity of the donor’s choice.

Obituary reprinted with permission.

Sixth Grade Field Day at 
Winchester
On May 11th The Lewis Soil Conservation District 
(LSCD) hosted the 40th Annual 6th Grade Field 
Day at Winchester State Park.

The weather was perfect for the 6th grade students 
from Highland, Prairie, Kamiah and Summit to 
enjoy the educational opportunity provided from 
the following volunteers:

Soils and Geology — instructed by Eileen Rowan, 
Idaho Soil and Water Conservation Commission, 
and Alyssa Rowan, Student Volunteer

Air Quality/Campfire Etiquette — instructed by 
Johna Boulafentis, Nez Perce Tribe Air Quality

Fire Control — instructed by Maureen Crabtree, 
Al Allman, Cory Town & Shawn Johnson, Idaho 
Department of Lands (IDL)

Forestry — instructed by Clark Christiansen, IDL, 
Chris Gerhart, IDL, and Sister Carol Ann 
Wassmuth, St. Gertrude’s Monastery

Take Me Fishing — instructed by Erin Tennesen 
& Ryan Aune, Idaho Department of Fish and Game

Nature Trail — instructed by Donald Rudy, Jr. 
Rangers

Life of the Salmon — instructed by Kevin Traylor, 
NRCS, Jessica Wells, NRCS, and Stefanie 
Bowman, Idaho Soil and Water Conservation 
District and Tiffany Sonnen, Student Volunteer

Canoeing — assisted by Vern McMaster, NRCS, 
Elaine Sonnen, LSCD, Tom Sonnen, Volunteer and 
Kevin Seitz, NRCS

Winchester Quick Response Unit was on site with 
LeAnn Trautman

The students rotate every 20 minutes throughout 
the day to the eight different learning stations.

LSCD provided lunch for the volunteers which 
were prepared by Karol Holthaus, LSCD.

LSCD would like to thank the students, teachers, 
volunteers for making this another successful year. 
A Special Thanks to Nita, Kitty, Bob & Frank with 
Winchester State Park.

This article was submitted by Elaine Sonnen with 
the Lewis Soil Conservation District.

NACD Conference 
Update
IASCD would like to invite you to attend the 
Southwest-Pacific Regional meeting this 
September 25th to 27th, 2012.  It will be held at the 
Boise Hotel and Conference Center.  

We have been working with the National 
Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) to 
plan a valuable and interesting conference for you.  
Our list of speakers will discuss agriculture and 
natural resources in Idaho, unique conservation 
ideas, natural resource issues affecting our region, 
and the value of our partnership with NRCS.  Also, 
we are putting together a fantastic afternoon tour 
that will include a hops farm and a few seed farms.

Attached to this email you will find a registration 
form for the conference.  For those of you not from 
the area, the Boise Hotel and Conference Center is 
located directly across the freeway from the 
airport.  They offer free shuttle service to and from 
the airport.  If you plan to stay, please use “NACD”  
for the room block code.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Bret Rumbeck at 208-344-1221 or 
bretrumbeck.iascd@gmail.com.  

We look forward to seeing you in September!

http://www.scc.idaho.gov/
http://www.scc.idaho.gov/
http://www.nezperce.org/
http://www.nezperce.org/
http://www.idl.idaho.gov/
http://www.idl.idaho.gov/
http://www.idl.idaho.gov/
http://www.idl.idaho.gov/
http://www.stgertrudes.org/
http://www.stgertrudes.org/
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/
mailto:bretrumbeck.iascd@gmail.com
mailto:bretrumbeck.iascd@gmail.com
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IASCD Board of Directors
Kit Tillotson — President
Billie Brown — Vice President
Steve Becker — Treasurer
Rick Rodgers — Secretary
Lynn Bagley — Director
Lynn McKee — Director

Nancy Weatherstone — Executive Assistant
Bret Rumbeck — Executive Director

Contact Us
Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts
4696 West Overland Road
Ste. 232
Boise, ID 83705
ph: 208-344-1711
fx: 208-344-1177

web: http://www.iascd.org
blog: http://iascd.wordpress.com
Find us on Facebook!
Check out our YouTube Channel
We have photos on Flickr

Five Minute Supervisor Training
Required Action in Conflicts of Interest

Idaho has three primary statutes governing ethics in government: the Bribery and Corrupt 
Influence Act; the Prohibition Against Contracts with Officers Act; and the Ethics in 
Government Act.  Those who accept public office, including district supervisors, accept an 
ethical duty to serve honestly and in the public’s interest.

Idaho Statute 59-704 states that “a public official shall not take any official action or make a 
formal decision or recommendation concerning any matter where he has a conflict of interest 
and has failed to disclose such conflict.”  Disclosure of a conflict does not affect your authority 
to be counted for the purpose of a quorum and debate and vote on the matter, unless you ask 
to be excused from the matter..

In order to determine if you have a conflict, you may seek legal advice from the attorney 
representing that governmental entity, from the attorney general, or from independent 
counsel.  

State statute asks you to disclose the nature of a potential conflict of interest prior to acting on 
a matter.  You can ask to be excused from voting on an issue that you feel is a conflict or 
potential conflict.  Your board then should excuse you.  If they fail to do so, you are exempt 
from any civil or criminal liability.  Again, if you have questions on a potential conflict, you 
can seek legal advice.

The best advice is to use common sense.  If you are discussing your own land or your uncle’s 
ranch, it’s best to make that announcement prior to debate, ask for it to be entered into the 
minutes.  You are then bound by the rules of your district.  

We find ourselves in a time of change.  This year brings with it an increasing demand on our Natural Conservation Service (NRCS) field offices 
and Idaho’s 50 conservation districts to deliver voluntary, incentive-based conservation on private lands. While the necessity for private lands 
conservation has never been higher, the pressure on our budgets at the local, state, and national levels has also escalated. This necessitates our 
taking a fresh look into the future to ensure we control our own destiny as organizations and leaders in conservation. Therefore, the NRCS and 
Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts (IASCD) are undertaking a unified effort to facilitate a locally-led process of evaluating the 
ability of our partnership to prepare to meet our mission now and in years to come.

Most of you are aware of the Farm Service Agency office closures in Orofino, Payette, Marsing, and Shoshone. The FSA office closures were 
budget driven. We cannot assume federal budgets will stay level nor can NRCS continue to operate in the same manner with the current field 
office locations. NRCS will have to make some hard decisions as they examine ways to provide technical services to landowners while faced 
with shrinking budgets and increasing operational costs such as office rents. Now is the time to identify our greatest efficiencies as 
conservation partners and build those into a strategy for the future.

We must be proactive and own this improvement process. We are asking each District to provide input as we outline a vision of what Idaho’s 
field offices of the future will look like. Please see the attached map for current field offices co-located with NRCS and Districts and provide 
your input for the following questions to Bret Rumbeck by August 10, 2012:

1.      Identify the types and levels of services to be provided in these “field office of the future” (i.e.; types of technical services)

2.      Opportunities for increased operational efficiencies with regards to:

" Labor: division/coordination of duties between NRCS and conservation district staff.  Location: where should the field offices be                
" located to best serve the public

3.      Other cost saving suggestions.

We will continue to work together during this process, and to keep you informed as we move forward.  Thanks in advance for your 
knowledge, forward-thinking ideas, and partnership now and in the years ahead.

Note From Jeff Burwell & Kit Tillotson: NRCS Field Office of the Future

http://www.iascd.org
http://www.iascd.org
http://iascd.wordpress.com
http://iascd.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Idaho-Association-of-Soil-Conservation-Districts/195767520438131
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Idaho-Association-of-Soil-Conservation-Districts/195767520438131
http://www.youtube.com/user/IASCD1944
http://www.youtube.com/user/IASCD1944
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iascd
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iascd
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title59/T59CH7SECT59-704.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title59/T59CH7SECT59-704.htm

