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Idaho Association of Soil 
Conservation Districts

IASCD 
Letter to 
the Editor
On December 25, 2011, the Idaho Statesman 
ran an informative article discussing how 
farms are helping rural communities in Idaho. 
The IASCD Board of Directors read the article, 
and felt one piece was missing: the role of the 
soil and water conservation districts.

In response, the Board drafted a Letter to the 
Editor. Our letter was published on January 5, 
2012. You can click here to read the letter, or 
simply read it below.

Conservation districts play an integral role
January 5, 2012

We read with great interest Mr. Rocky Barker’s 
Christmas Day article on rural Idaho. The only 
missing piece was the work Idaho’s 50 
individual soil and water conservation 
districts do to improve rural economies and 
preserve Idaho’s natural resources.

For example, Mr. Barker pointed out the rising 
cost of fuel, fertilizer and energy. Districts 

work each day with farmers, ranchers and 
private landowners to help save each of these 
resources. A district can work with a 
landowner to install a pivot irrigation system, 
cutting a farmer’s energy bill dramatically. 
Buying the pivot from a local business can 
inject $80,000 into the local economy.

Local governments have been working with 
districts for years to improve wildlife habitat, 
restore forests and rebuild streambanks. Local 
entities know that districts are best suited to 
work with the land and private landowners, 

as districts are codified in state statute to be 
the primary entities for natural resource 
protection.

Idaho’s soil and water conservation districts 
are an integral part of Idaho’s rural landscape 
and vital players in helping our farmers and 
ranchers protect our precious natural 
resources.

RANDY PURSER, Moore

IASCD President

Representing Idaho’s conservation districts as the primary entities to coordinate 
voluntary, locally-led efforts to sustain & enhance Idaho’s natural Resources.  

IASCD Letter to the 
Editor
President Randy 
Purser wrote to the 
Idaho Statesman 
regarding the 
economic benefit 
districts bring to rural 
communities.
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New Office Space
We have moved to a 
new location!  Check 
out photos, and our 
new address/phone 
number.
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Grant Opportunity
The National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation 
(NFWF) is now 
accepting applications 
for the Five-Star 
Restoration Matching 
Grants Program.
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2011 Conference

IASCD held its 69th 
annual conference in 
November.  Check 
out our sponsors!
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Notes from the NACD 
Conference
Check out what Kit, 
Billie, and Bret 
thought of the NACD 
Annual Conference!
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Legislative Displays
IASCD and districts 
held their displays in 
the state capitol on 
Jan. 26, 2012.  We had 
over twenty 
legislators, staffers, 
and many student 
groups stop by to 
learn more about our 
work.  Thank you for 
your participation!
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Pivot irrigation systems reduce soil 
erosion, save water, and can 

increase crop yields.

http://www.idahostatesman.com/2011/12/25/1929298/farms-help-rural-areas-persevere.html
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2011/12/25/1929298/farms-help-rural-areas-persevere.html
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2012/01/05/1940026/letters-to-the-editor.html
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2012/01/05/1940026/letters-to-the-editor.html
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New Year, New Office 
Location
Did you send in your reimbursement requests?  Nancy 
Weatherstone is searching through documents, but still 
can’t find it!

Just before the holidays, we moved from our 
Meridian location to a fantastic office space in Boise.  
We’re now located at 4696 W. Overland Road, Ste. 
232 in Boise.  For those familiar with Boise, we’re 
right next door to the Reel Theater, and across the 
street from Hillcrest Country Club.

We also have a new fax number, and two new 
telephone numbers.  Nancy can be reached at 
208-344-1711 and Bret can be reached at 
208-344-1221.  Our fax number is 208-344-1177.  

Funding Opportunity 
for Habitat Restoration 
Projects
The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) 
is now accepting applications for the Five-Star 
Restoration Matching Grants Program, which seeks 
to fund community-based wetland, riparian and 
coastal habitat restoration projects throughout the 
U.S.

Because this opportunity is provided through the 
collaborative partnership of the NFWF, the National 
Association of Counties, the Wildlife Habitat 
Council, the U.S. EPA, and the corporate partners, 
the Southern Company and Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company, they are seeking applicants who work 
within a diverse collaboration of partners on their 
proposed projects as well.

Grants range from $10,000 to $40,000 and are 
available to both non-profit organizations as well as 
government entities. A minimum of one-to-one 
match of cash or in-kind services is expected.

To hear more about the program and the 
requirements, click here to sign up for the 2012 Five-
Star Applicant Webinar on January 9.

For more information, visit the foundation’s 
website. The application deadline is February 15.

69th Annual Business 
Conference
IASCD held another successful conference in November.  
Speakers included Lt. Governor Brad Little, Director 
Celia Gould, four influential legislators, and the new 
SWC Administration Teri Murrison.  

The Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts 
held its 69th annual conference meeting in 
November 2011.  We had a number of highlights, 
including the partners signing a new conservation 
partnership statement!  If you click here, you can 
read the full document.

Lieutenant Governor Brad Little and Idaho State 
Department of Agriculture Director Celia Gould 
gave brief remarks to the district supervisors in 
attendance.  We then had an excellent legislative 
panel that included Senators Bert Brackett and Tim 
Corder, and Representatives Ken Roberts and Tom 
Trail.  All are great friends and supporters of the 
non-regulatory, locally-led conservation efforts 
accomplished by our districts.  

2011 Award Winners 

Conservation Teacher of the Year: Jeff Petti

Doyle L. Scott Award: Ken Stinson

Agency Employment Award: Chris Banks

Roger Whitnah Grassman of the Year: SS Cattle 
Company

Conservation Partnership Field Office: Weiser River

IDEA District Employee of the Year Award: Linda 
O’Hare

THANK YOU TO OUR 
CONFERENCE SPONSORS!

http://nacdnet.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ceb39143b0bf9ed6a847f68d&id=caa459b710&e=7d1bcc1e2c
http://nacdnet.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ceb39143b0bf9ed6a847f68d&id=caa459b710&e=7d1bcc1e2c
http://nacdnet.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ceb39143b0bf9ed6a847f68d&id=7182b50531&e=7d1bcc1e2c
http://nacdnet.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ceb39143b0bf9ed6a847f68d&id=7182b50531&e=7d1bcc1e2c
http://nacdnet.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ceb39143b0bf9ed6a847f68d&id=7182b50531&e=7d1bcc1e2c
http://nacdnet.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ceb39143b0bf9ed6a847f68d&id=7182b50531&e=7d1bcc1e2c
http://storage.cloversites.com/idahoassociationofsoilconservationdistricts/documents/Idaho%20Conservation%20Partnership%20Statement%20Signed.pdf
http://storage.cloversites.com/idahoassociationofsoilconservationdistricts/documents/Idaho%20Conservation%20Partnership%20Statement%20Signed.pdf
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IASCD Board of Directors
Randy Purser — President
Kit Tillotson — Vice President
Steve Becker — Treasurer
Billie Brown — Secretary
Rick Rodgers — Director
Art Beal — Interim Director

Nancy Weatherstone — Executive Assistant
Bret Rumbeck — Executive Director

Contact Us
Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts
4696 West Overland Road
Ste. 232
Boise, ID 83705
ph: 208-344-1711
fx: 208-344-1177
web: http://www.iascd.org
blog: http://iascd.wordpress.com
Find us on Facebook!
Check out our YouTube Channel
We have photos on Flickr

Five Minute Supervisor Training
! ! ! As a conservation district supervisor or potential supervisor, 
! ! ! you have !been tasked not simply with participating as a board 
! ! ! member at a monthly meeting, you have been tasked by law to 
! ! ! lead one of the primary entities in the state in non-regulatory 
! ! ! efforts to conserve, sustain, improve, and enhance Idaho’s 
! ! ! natural resources.  

! ! ! Your challenge is great.

As defined in soil conservation district law (chapter 27, title 22, Idaho Code), a conservation 
district is a governmental subdivision of the state and a public body corporate and politic.  It 
is the duty of each individual supervisor to comply with the statutes and rules governing 
public officials and to understand and properly execute the authorities of conservation 
districts.  Districts and supervisors must also comply with state and federal laws relating to 
elections, ethics, open meetings, public records, public officers, and public funds.

Section 22-2716 of Idaho Code declared the importance of conservation districts and 
supervisors to the State of Idaho.  It is the determination of the state that: forest lands, 
rangelands, and agricultural lands maintained in a healthy condition are a legitimate land use 
contributing to the economic, social, and environmental well-being of the state ands its 
citizens.  

It is also policy of the state that all conservation programs shall deliver services fairly and 
equitably and strengthen the conservation district delivery system.  

IASCD Attends NACD Conference in Fabulous Las Vegas!
! ! ! ! ! From January 29 to February 1, IASCD Vice President Kit Tillotson, Secretary Billie 
! ! ! ! ! Brown, !and Executive Director Bret Rumbeck attended the NACD Annual 
! ! ! ! ! Conference held in Las !Vegas, NV.  Both Billie and Bret received a scholarship from 
! ! ! ! ! NACD that covered their hotel rooms and conference registration.

! ! ! ! ! “The networking was invaluable,” said Kit Tillotson.  “Districts across the country 
! ! ! ! ! are facing similar challenges, and coming together to talk solutions was helpful.  
! ! ! ! ! The highlight was Chief Dave White’s keynote address on Tuesday morning.  It’s 
! ! ! ! ! amazing what the partnership of locally led conservation and NRCS can do when 
! ! ! ! ! they put their minds to it.”

“Tuesday morning we had a media training,” said Billie Brown.  “Even though it was a short session, I picked up new skills 
on how to deal with a reporter and do an interview with limited time to prepare.  I also enjoyed the NACD Board meetings, 
and their parliamentary procedure should help IASCD run a smoother business meeting.”

“State associations are facing a myriad of challenges: funding, elections, supervisor training, and communication,” stated Bret 
Rumbeck.  “I found the executive director roundtables an excellent forum to hear about new funding sources, and implement 
new ways to keep districts and supervisors informed of pressing issues.  There are also a few new conservation projects that 
may work very well in Idaho.”

Also attending the NACD Conference were Pegi Long from Power SCD, 
Kathy Moeykens from Central and North Bingham SCD, 
Delbert Winterfeld from East Side SWCD, and his wife June Winterfeld.

! ! ! ! ! Photo: NRCS Chief Dave White shares
! ! ! ! ! conservation stories from around America.
! ! ! ! !

  Senate Resources 
Presentation!

IASCD will be presenting before the Senate 
Resources Committee on February 10th, 2012 
at 1:30pm MST.  You can watch by clicking 
here!

http://www.iascd.org
http://www.iascd.org
http://iascd.wordpress.com
http://iascd.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Idaho-Association-of-Soil-Conservation-Districts/195767520438131
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Idaho-Association-of-Soil-Conservation-Districts/195767520438131
http://www.youtube.com/user/IASCD1944
http://www.youtube.com/user/IASCD1944
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iascd
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iascd
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title22/T22CH27.htm
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title22/T22CH27.htm
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title22/T22CH27SECT22-2716.htm
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title22/T22CH27SECT22-2716.htm
http://www.idahoptv.org/leglive/
http://www.idahoptv.org/leglive/
http://www.idahoptv.org/leglive/
http://www.idahoptv.org/leglive/

