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FY ’13 NRCS Budget
IASCD reviewed the 
proposed NRCS budget 
for FY ’13, and 
provided a memo to 
member districts.  
Page 1

You can find a visual 
breakdown of the 
proposal on Page 4

State Forestry Contest
Learn more about this 
year’s State Forestry 
Contest held in 
Careywood, ID.
Page 2

Envirothon 2012
This year’s Envirothon 
theme is Non-Point 
Source Pollution/Low 
Impact Development.  
IASCD is gearing up 
for the state contest to 
be held on May 7th and 
8th.  You’ll find more 
information on Page 2.

IASCD Meeting with 
Rep. Labrador

Districts and IASCD 
met with Rep. Labrador 
on Feb. 22nd.  
Page 3

Note From Randy 
Purser
IASCD President 
Randy Purser gives an 
update on the first few 
months of 2012, and 
the nominee to be 
Division III Director.
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JFAC Passes FY ’13 
SWC Budget
On March 6th, 2012, 
JFAC passed the FY ’13 
SWC budget by a 20-0 
vote.  The budget 
includes $37,900 for 
NRCS office space 
expenses.  

The bill now moves to 
the Senate/House floor 
for full approval.
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Idaho Association of Soil 
Conservation Districts

Representing Idaho’s conservation districts as the primary entities to coordinate 
voluntary, locally-led efforts to sustain & enhance Idaho’s natural Resources.  

FY 2013 NRCS Budget Released
On February 13, 2012, President Obama released his Fiscal Year 2013 budget for all federal agencies.  IASCD analyzed the proposal for 
NRCS and prepared a memo for member districts on February 14, 2012.

Conservation Operations.  The budget proposes $828 million for Conservation Operations, which includes $729 million for conservation 
technical assistance (CTA).  The remaining funds are for other activities such as soil survey ($80 million), snow survey ($9.3 million), and 
plant materials centers ($9.4 million).  Last year, the estimated funding for CTA was $737 million, so this is a decrease of $8 million for CTA. 

	
 	
 	
 	
 Farm Security and Rural Investment Programs.  This part of the NRCS budget includes programs like 
	
 	
 	
 	
 EQIP, AWEP and CSP, and was funded at a total of $3.181 billion.  EQIP funding was recommended at 
	
 	
 	
 	
 $1.403 billion.  This is a $3 million increase from FY 12.  The Wetlands Reserve Program was funded at 
	
 	
 	
 	
 $224 million, which will allow the servicing of existing contracts.  However, it is not assumed this 
	
 	
 	
 	
 program will continue under the new Farm Bill. 

AWEP was funded at $60 million, and the program expires at the end of this year.  The 2008 Farm Bill replaced the Conservation Security 
Program with a new Conservation Stewardship Program.  In the proposed budget, approximately $972 million was proposed for this 
program.  This is an increase of over $200 million from FY 2012.  The Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program was funded at $200 
million, $50 million above last year’s level.  The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) was allocated $73 million, up $23 million 
from 2012.  Finally, the Grassland Reserve Program was reauthorized in the 2008 Farm Bill, and was capped at 1.2 million additional acres.  
Therefore, the President proposed $5 million for 2013 to service existing contracts. 
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F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  R A N D Y  
P U R S E R

Can you believe it’s almost St. Patrick’s Day?   
Soon enough, many of us will be in the field 
tending to this year’s crop... that is, if you 
haven’t been there already.

As you all know, the IASCD Board of 
Directors appointed Mr. Art Beal of the 
Squaw Creek SWCD as the interim Division 
III Director.  Division III held their spring 
meeting on February 28th, and nominated  
Mr. Lynn McKee to the IASCD Board to 
serve out the remainder of the term.  

During each Division meeting, IASCD will 
be presenting the proposed by-law changes the 
Board developed during their January 
meeting.  We highly encourage each of you to 
review these proposals and ask questions of 
your Division Director.  If your district has 
edits or ideas to improve our by-laws, please 
feel free to craft those ideas, and have them 
ready for this year’s annual business 
conference.  

I want to personally thank each district for 
their efforts to reach out to their legislator this 
session.  Your letters, emails, and phone calls 
have helped to educate legislators on the work 
done each day to preserve, sustain, and 
enhance Idaho’s natural resources.  

In fact, I have met with a few legislators this 
session, and they have said to me, “I received 
an email from my local conservation district 
about...”  During our committee 
presentations, the Senators and 
Representatives have spoken very highly of 
our partnership.  It’s made our job of being 
the voice of Idaho’s conservation districts a 
much easier one!

Finally, I want to thank you for all the work 
you do, and the work of your district 
employees.  I’m looking forward to seeing 
many of you this spring.

Sincerely,

Randy Purser, IASCD President

Forestry Contest
The 2012 Idaho State Forestry Contest is scheduled 
for May 10th at the Delay Farm in Careywood, and 
this year we will be celebrating its 30th Anniversary.  
The contest is co-sponsored by Bonner Soil and 
Water Conservation District, Idaho Department of 
Lands, and U.S. Forest Service, and is open to 
students in grades 6-12, 4-H, Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts, and FFA. 

This one-day, outdoor classroom has been a 
tremendous success with more and more 

p a r t i c i p a n t s 
competing every 
year.    Last year, 
more than 400 
students from all 
o v e r I d a h o 
participated in 
the contest, while 
1 7 5 a d u l t 

volunteers assisted with contest logistics and 
delivery, registration, scoring and lunch 
preparation.    Since there is no entry fee or cost to 
participants, donations from industry and 
community leaders support this educational 
program.

The principle objective is to introduce students to 
basic skills used in the forestry profession and in 
forest resource conservation.    The event also 
provides an opportunity for interaction among 
students and professional foresters and 
conservationists.   Meeting and learning from these 
natural resource professionals allows a unique 
opportunity for the students to explore forestry 
career possibilities.

Four-member teams compete in nine categories; 
timber cruising, log scaling, plant identification, 
map reading, compass and pacing, tool 
identification, soils and water quality, tree health, 
silvaculture, and noxious weeds.   Awards are given 
to top teams and to top scoring individuals.   Many 
students who competed in the past are now 
professional foresters.

The ongoing success of the Idaho State Forestry 
Contest depends on the support and contributions 
of companies and individuals who share our 
commitment for balanced, responsible management 
of Idaho’s economically vital public and private 
forests.  If you have any questions regarding the 
Idaho State Forestry Contest or you would like to 
donate, please contact Linda O’Hare at the Bonner 
SWCD office in Sandpoint, 263-5310x100. 

Envirothon
This year’s Envirothon will take place on May 7th and 
8th, 2012 at Living Waters Ranch in Challis, ID.  More 
details will be on our website soon.

IASCD has been busy preparing for this year’s state 
Envirothon competition.  The national theme this 
year is “Nonpoint Source Pollution/Low Impact 
Development.”  

During the IASCD Business Conference in 
November 2011, the Envirothon Committee meet to 
discuss making changes to the program.  Chief 
among these changes were strengthening the test 
questions to reflect more of a college course.  IASCD 
is also seeking additional funding sources to 
provide transportation to Challis for the Envirothon 
teams and produce a professional video of the 
event.  

“Envirothon is great,” said Chris Banks, Water 
Quality Resource Conservationist.  “I love the 
opportunity to be outdoors while teaching students 
about our natural resources.”  Banks plans to return 
again this year to teach aquatic ecology to the 
Envirothon teams.  

We are still seeking an instructor for the current 
topic of nonpoint source pollution/low impact 
development.  If you know of anyone that you feel 
would be a great instructor, please contact Nancy at 
208-344-1711.

This year’s national competition will be held at 
Susquehanna University in Selinsgrove, 
Pennsylvania.  Dates: July 22 to July 28th.

Thanks to Our 
Sponsors!
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The Ada Soil and Water Conservation District was able 
to schedule a meeting with Congressman Raúl Labrador 
(R-01) last week.  They were kind enough to invite 
IASCD and representatives from the Nez Perce and Latah  
districts to attend the meeting.

On Wednesday, February 22nd, IASCD joined with 
the Ada Soil and Water Conservation District, the 
Nez Perce Soil and Water Conservation District, the 
Latah Soil and Water Conservation District, and 
SWC Chairman Dick Bronson in a meeting with 
Congressman Raúl Labrador (ID-01).  We all shared 
our backgrounds and a bit about our unique 
partnership with the federal and state government.  

“As a fourth generation farmer, it’s vital that I use 
conservation practices on my land,” Cody Anderson 
told Congressman Labrador.  

Scott Koberg, District Manager for the Ada Soil and 
Water Conservation District, explained Ada’s urban 
focus on conservation.  “This was a great 
opportunity to talk with our Congressman and 

share why districts are best suited to preserve and 
sustain our natural resources.”

Lynn McKee, Vice-Chairman for the Ada Soil and 
Water Conservation District, told Congressman 
Labrador that the impacts of district work hits on all 
facets of the natural resource economy in Idaho.  “A 
stream or river full of sediment means we won’t see 
fishermen coming to a town to buy tackle, families 
camping on the river, or the local rafting company’s 
boats full of tourists.  Our work truly does ripple 
out into all parts of our state’s economy.”

Congressman Labrador was impressed with the 
non-regulatory conservation work our districts have 
done and continue to do each day in Idaho.  He 
accepted our offer to provide expertise on the Farm 
Bill as the bill goes through the House and Senate.

Idaho Soil and Water Conservation Commission 
Chairman Dick Bronson stressed that non-
regulatory, voluntary conservation is the way to 
prohibit overreaching environmental mandates 
from Idaho’s private land owners.  Chairman 

Bronson told the Congressman very plainly, 
“Conservation, when dealing with private 
landowners, is a place where government works.”

“I really appreciate when our federal partners take 
time from their schedule to learn more about what 
we’re doing at the local level, and to listen to what 
our needs and concerns are for the state of Idaho,” 
concluded Steve Becker, IASCD Treasurer.

IASCD & Districts Meet With 
Congressman Raúl Labrador

Meeting Focuses on the Importance of Non-Regulatory Conservation in Idaho

If you live in Congressman 
Labrador’s congressional district, 

please share your conservation story!  
Be sure to FAX your letter to 

202-225-3029.  
For more information, or to subscribe 
to his eNewsletter, click here to view 

Congressman Labrador’s website.  

District supervisors, Idaho Soil and Water Commission, and IASCD get a quick photo with Congressman Raúl Labrador (ID-01) following our meeting.  
From L to R: Kyle Wilson, Lynn McKee, Bret Rumbeck, Congressman Labrador, Chairman Dick Bronson, Cody Anderson, Steve Becker, & Scott Koberg.                            
Photo Courtesy: Jake Ball with Congressman Labrador’s office.

http://labrador.house.gov/
http://labrador.house.gov/
http://labrador.house.gov/
http://labrador.house.gov/
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Five Minute Supervisor Training
With Great Power Comes Great Responsibility

" " " To be an effective district supervisor, you must have a clear 
" " " understanding of your responsibilities and of the programs 
" " " you represent.  Knowing these roles will have you being more 
" " " active on your district board, thus making big differences in 
" " " your community. 

Below you’ll find a few highlights from Section 22-2722 of Idaho Code titled “Powers of 
Districts and Supervisors.”  We highly encourage you to read the entire statute.  

As a soil conservation district supervisor, you have the power to:

• Conduct surveys, investigations, and research relating to soil erosion, floodwater, and 
sediment damages.

• Carry out preventative measures for flood prevention or the conservation, development, 
utilization, and disposal of water.

• Acquire property or rights or interests therein.

• Develop detailed, district-wide comprehensive plans for the conservation of soil and water 
resources.

• Receive tax-deductible charitable contributions, donations, or gifts from private individuals 
and organizations for exclusively public purposes.

IASCD Board of Directors
Randy Purser — President
Kit Tillotson — Vice President
Steve Becker — Treasurer
Billie Brown — Secretary
Rick Rodgers — Director
Division III — To Be Confirmed

Nancy Weatherstone — Executive Assistant
Bret Rumbeck — Executive Director

Contact Us
Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts
4696 West Overland Road
Ste. 232
Boise, ID 83705
ph: 208-344-1711
fx: 208-344-1177
web: http://www.iascd.org
blog: http://iascd.wordpress.com
Find us on Facebook!
Check out our YouTube Channel
We have photos on Flickr

Conservation Reserve EQIP
Discretionary Programs Conservation Stewardship
All Other Mandatory Programs Wetlands Reserve
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http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title22/T22CH27SECT22-2722.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title22/T22CH27SECT22-2722.htm
http://www.iascd.org
http://www.iascd.org
http://iascd.wordpress.com
http://iascd.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Idaho-Association-of-Soil-Conservation-Districts/195767520438131
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Idaho-Association-of-Soil-Conservation-Districts/195767520438131
http://www.youtube.com/user/IASCD1944
http://www.youtube.com/user/IASCD1944
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iascd
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iascd

