
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

July 19, 2011 

 

Mr. Barry Burnell 

Administrator 

Water Quality Division 

DEQ State Office 

1410 N. Hilton 

Boise, Idaho 83706 

 

Dear Mr. Burnell, 

 

Recently, the Idaho Association of Soil Conservation District (IASCD) Board 

of Directors learned that water monitoring may no longer be funded using 319 

grants.  Water monitoring is a crucial part of the 319 grant process as it shows 

the numerous successes of Best Management Practice (BMP) implementation. 

 

Idaho has had a number of successes because of the 319 grant program.  As 

you are well aware, the Cascade Reservoir was suffering from algae blooms, 

resulting in poor fish habitat, and impairing recreational use of the reservoir.  

Water quality studies identified phosphorus as the main source of water 

degradation.   

 

During Phase II Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) identified a reduction 

goal for point source loading of 4,455 kilograms per year total phosphorus.  

This project continues to rely on water monitoring to show how the BMPs 

decreased phosphorus and chlorophyll concentrations each year since 1994.  

 

It is written in the 319 statute (33 USC. Sec. 1329) that state management 

programs, “schedule containing annual milestones for (i) utilization of the 

program implementation methods identified in subparagraph (B), and (ii) 

implementation of the best management practices identified in subparagraph 

(A) by the categories, subcategories, or particular nonpoint sources designated 

under paragraph (1)(B). Such schedule shall provide for utilization of the best 

management practices at the earliest practicable date.”   

 

Each state is also required to craft a yearly report “its progress in meeting the 

schedule of milestones…” and “…reductions in nonpoint source pollutant 

loading and improvements in water quality…within the State which were 
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identified pursuant to subsection (a)(1)(A) of this section resulting from implementation of 

the management program.”  How can the state of Idaho meet both the spirit and letter of 

the law if 319 funds cannot be used for monitoring?  Secondly, the statute seems to imply 

that 319 funds can be used for water monitoring.  How can the state decide to not allow 

this practice?  Seeking matching funds or local sources of funding for water monitoring 

will make it very difficult for Idaho to report successful water quality improvements.   

 

We strongly feel that the loss of water monitoring severely damages the 319 program, and 

ending it would seem to provide a way for the state to cut the program altogether because 

successful results, such as Cascade Reservoir, could not be shown.   

 

If you have any questions, or wish to speak on this issue further, please contact Bret 

Rumbeck at (208) 888-1890 x. 108.  Thank you very much for your time and attention to 

this important matter.  We look forward to your response. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Randy Purser         Kit Tillotson        Steve Becker 

President         Vice President             Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

Rick Rodgers         Billie Brown        David Ascuena 

Director         Secretary        Director 

 

 

 

 


