
 

 

 

 

 

 

June 30, 2011 

 

Idaho Partners Program 

1387 South Vinnell Way 

Boise, Idaho 83709 

 

Dear Sir/Ma’am, 

 

We read with great interest Fish and Wildlife’s Partners Strategic Plan for the 

eight focus areas in Idaho.  While the drafts present a good five-year outlook 

for these areas, it has come to our attention that your Agency has yet to 

coordinate the preparation of the Partners Strategic Plan with individual soil 

and water conservation districts (SWCDs) in those areas and with the Idaho 

Soil and Water Conservation Commission. We submit this letter for your 

review and analysis in the Public Comment Period.  

 

As you are well aware, the Federal Land Policy Management Act requires US 

Fish and Wildlife Services to coordinate planning and implementation 

activities with state and local governments. You may not be aware that Title 

22, Chapter 27 of the Idaho Code identifies Soil and Water Conservation 

Districts (SWCD) and the Idaho Soil and Water Conservation Commission 

(SWC) as local and state government agencies respectively that are the 

“…primary entities to provide assistance to private landowners and land users 

in the conservation, sustainment, improvement and enhancement of Idaho’s 

natural resources…” 

 

These two levels of government are by statutory definition “…(2)  … a means 

by which funds, including federal, state, private and other moneys, can be 

obtained and utilized for the accelerated development of water quality 

programs, multiple use forest land, rangeland, and agricultural land 

conservation improvements in the state, and to provide that these 

improvements, projects and programs be locally planned, coordinated and 

implemented through statutory provisions pertaining to soil conservation 

districts, the state soil and water conservation commission, appropriate state 

and federal agencies and the owners and operators of privately owned lands.” 

Many of the SWCD in the eight focus areas have adopted 5-year strategic plans 

to conserve water, reduce soil erosion, eliminate noxious weeds and invasive 

species, and protect wildlife.  Your discussion of the Lake Pend Oreille and the 

Palouse Clearwater focus areas specifically mention partnering with SWCDs in 
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the area.  However, the remaining six focus areas make no mention of partnering with the 

affected SWCDs, nor do they mention review or consistency determinations between state 

and/or local conservation plans and policies. 

 

All of these focus areas cover large land areas and will impact over thirty SWCDs. 

Therefore, IASCD asks that USFWS coordinates to attain consistency with state and local 

plans and that USFWS is consistent with these plans in its final Partners Strategic Plan.  

We also ask that you meet with all affected SWCDs (and the SWC), briefing them about 

the preparation of the Strategic Plan and become apprised of their plans, especially as they 

pertain to Idaho’s eight focus areas.   

 

You will no doubt be hearing from some of our member agencies soon to formally initiate 

coordination with your Agency. Please contact Bret Rumbeck, our Executive Director, at 

(208) 888-1890 x. 108 should you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Randy Purser        Kit Tillotson          Steve Becker 

President        Vice President    Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

Rick Rodgers        Billie Brown          David Ascuena 

Director        Secretary           Director 

 

cc:  All Idaho Soil Conservation Districts 

Dick Bronson, Chairman, Idaho Soil and Water Conservation Commission 

 Teri Murrison, Administrator, Idaho Soil and Water Conservation Commission 

 


