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The purpose of Vineyard Essentials 
is to introduce you to the mission of the Vineyard Church  
and to invite you to become a part of our community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Part I:   Devote Your Life to Jesus 
 
 
Part II:   Devote Your Life to Each Other 
 
 
Part III:  Devote Your Life to Others in the World 
 
 
Part IV:  Become a Vineyard Partner 
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Devote Your Life to Jesus 
 
 
Our Mission 
 
 
Everything we do here at Vineyard Church revolves around our Mission: 
 

God‘s Mission through the Vineyard Church is to produce world changers and  
world changing churches, who are 100% devoted to Jesus, each other, and  
others in the world. 

 
This mission is directly related to Jesus‘ teaching.  ―World changers‖ is what Jesus called 
―disciples‖.  One meaning of disciple is pupil or apprentice; therefore, we are called to follow 
Jesus and do what he did.  
 

Then Jesus came to them and said, ―All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age.‖                                               
~Matthew 28:18-20 

   
Jesus calls us to make disciples!  These disciples are to be of all nations!  To be a disciple of 
Christ means that one‘s aim is to be bound to Christ and imitate Him.  We believe we are to 
imitate Jesus in all that He did.  This calls Christians to a radical commitment of our whole 
lives to follow Christ wherever He may lead us.  When we surrender our lives to Christ, we are 
called to advance the Kingdom of God here on earth (we will be discussing this more below). 
 
―World changing churches‖ are a means for advancing the Kingdom of God. The church carries 
on the ministry of Jesus. The in breaking of the Kingdom of God was the focus of Jesus‘ 
preaching. 
 

From that time on Jesus began to preach, ―Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.‖ 

~Matthew 4:17 

 
When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples to ask him, ―Are you the one who was 

to come, or should we expect someone else?‖ Jesus replied, ―Go back and report to John what you hear and 
see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of 

me.… From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, 
and forceful men lay hold of it.‖ 

 ~Matthew 11:2-6, 12 

 

As individuals and as the church, we carry on the works of Jesus.  This is carried out in and 
through our church, and our hope is that, as we make disciples of Jesus, some will start new 
world changing churches. 
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Being Devoted to Jesus 
 
 
We believe that Jesus‘ sacrifice on the cross is our only means of being reconciled to God or of 
having eternal life in Heaven.  Therefore we devote ourselves to Jesus, and thus to His Father.   
 

Jesus said, ―I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you 

really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.‖  
~John 14:5-7 

 
 
There are important essentials to developing devotion to Jesus: 
 

1. Salvation: having a relationship with God through Jesus 
2. Baptism: the outward symbol of salvation 
3. Worship: loving God with our whole lives 
4. Communion: the means of remembering the reason(s) for our salvation 
5. Giving: honoring God with the first and best of what he has given us 
6. Church Life: our programs and values for ministry 

 
 
Salvation:   having a relationship with God through Jesus 
 
Salvation (Gk. Soteria – denotes deliverance from danger, preservation, saving).  There are 
four changes that take place when one is saved: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Regeneration.  The beginning work of salvation by God is regeneration (awakening of the 

heart). The kindness and love of God appeared toward all mankind, not by being a good 
person and doing the right things, but according to His mercy. Regeneration reveals God as 
Life-giver. The result of regeneration is the creation of a new relationship between a person 
and God. 
 

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day.  

~John 3:7 

  repentance 

      faith 

regeneration 

 justification 
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Repentance. (Repent – Gk. Metonoia, change of mind, afterthought, a turning from)  
God‘s kindness calls us to repentance. Conviction is the awareness of guilt before God.  We 
must recognize and take responsibility for our sin and desire to turn from it and toward God.  
This leads to confessing Jesus as Lord with our mouths. This is a turning away from the life of 
sin to life in Christ. 
 

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not 

wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  
~2 Peter 3:9 

 
Faith. (Gk. pistis, belief and trust in and loyalty to God)  The Source of Faith is the word of 

God. The substance of faith is your continuing acknowledgement – repeatedly turning to God 
who alone can save you.  Acknowledgement is done in many different ways, some of which 
are prayer, confession or communion. 
 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.   

~Ephesians 2:8  
 

Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.   

~Romans 10:17 

 
Justification. Justification deals with our legal standing before God and ability to 

approach him. It is given to any person by faith. Being justified through the redemption in 
Christ Jesus, the believer is set free of guilt.  Christ paid the price by his own blood, by giving 
His life as a substitute. 

 
In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood 

there is no forgiveness.  

 ~Hebrews 9:22 
 
 
How do I enter into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ? 
 

1. Admit that God has not been first place in your life and ask him to forgive your sins. 
 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness.  

~1 John 1:9 

 
2. Believe that Jesus died to pay for your sins, that He rose again and is alive today. 
 
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must 

be saved.  
~Acts 4:12 
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3. Accept God‘s free gift of salvation.  Don‘t try to earn it.  Our relationship to God is not 
restored by anything we do but on the basis of what Jesus already did for us! 
  
…That if you confess with your mouth, ―Jesus is Lord,‖ and believe in your heart that God raised him from 

the dead, you will be saved.  
~Romans 10:9 

 4. Invite Jesus Christ to come into your life and be the director (―Lord‖) of your life. 
  

Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 

God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.  
~John 1:12-13 

 

If you have committed your life to God, share your faith with others. 
 
 
Continued Transformation 
 
We are saved by Christ‘s death on the cross, being saved by God‘s continued work in us and 
will be saved after this life is over.  This means that, after our salvation has taken place, we 
should expect to be continually transformed into disciples who are more like Jesus. 
 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  

~Romans 12:1-2 
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Baptism: an outward symbol of salvation 
 
 
Who should be baptized?   
 
Every person who has believed in Christ 
 

Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized...   

~Acts 2:41 
 

 
What is the meaning of baptism? 

 
It illustrates Jesus‘ burial and resurrection. 
 

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  
~Romans 6:4 

 

It illustrates new life as a Christian.  Baptism doesn't make you a believer; it demonstrates 
that you already believe.  It is important to understand that baptism does not "save" you.  You 
are ―saved‖ only by God‘s grace and mercy.  Baptism is like a wedding ring – it is the outward 
symbol of the commitment you make in your heart. 

 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith ...  it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one 

can boast.  
~Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

 
Why should I be baptized? 
 

 To follow the example set by Christ. 
 

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John in the river.   
~Mark 1:9 

 
 Because Christ commanded it. 

 
Jesus said, ―Go then, to all people everywhere and make them my disciples, baptize them in the name of the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.‖  
~Matthew 28:19-20 

 

 It demonstrates that you are a believer. 
 

...many of the people who heard Him believed and were baptized.  
~Acts 18:8 
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Why do we baptize by immersion? 
Jesus 
Because Jesus was baptized that way.  The Greek word for ―baptize‖ actually means ―to dip 
under water."  Immersion best symbolizes a burial and resurrection! 
 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water.  
~Matthew 3:16 

 

 
What if I was baptized as an infant? 
 
Some churches baptize infants.  At Hyde Park Vineyard, we do not.  We only baptize those 
who have made a decision to believe in Christ‘s death as the payment for their sin.  In the 
Bible, men and women were baptized following their belief in Jesus. 
  
The custom of infant baptism began about 300 years after the Bible was completed.  It is a 
ceremony intended to emphasize a commitment between the parents and God on the behalf 
of the child.  During this ceremony, the parents promise to raise their child in the faith until 
the child is old enough to make his own personal confession of Christ.   
  
At Hyde Park Vineyard, we have dedication services for infants and children that emphasize 
the parent‘s role in raising a child to follow Christ. 
  
Therefore, if you were baptized as a baby, we encourage (but do not require) you to be 
baptized as a believer.   
 
 
 
When should I be baptized? 
 
As soon as you have believed! 
 

Those who believed ...  were baptized ...  that day!  

~Acts 2:41 
 

Then Philip began with the scripture and told him the Good News about Jesus.  As they traveled along the 
road, they came to some water, and the man said, ―Look, here is water!  Why shouldn't I be baptized right 

now?‖ Philip said, ‗If you believe with all your heart, you may.‘  The man answered, ‗I believe that Jesus 

Christ is the Son of God.‘ So they went down into the water and Philip baptized him.‖ 
~Acts 8:35-38 

 

There is no reason to delay.  As soon as you have decided to receive Christ into your life, you 
can and should be baptized.  If you wait until you are ―perfect,‖ you will never be ready.   
 
Our baptisms are held on Sunday morning.  If you would like to be baptized, please let one of 
the staff know.  
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Worship: loving God with our whole lives 
 
 
Every Day Worship 
 
We believe worship is something we express to God with our whole life.  We live to glorify 
God.  Living as a world changer who is a devoted to Jesus means everything we do is to serve 
God. Our true vocation is Kingdom work.  This means our careers, our families, our interests, 
and our interactions with others are all opportunities to worship God.  
 
 
When we gather together for worship 
 
At the Vineyard, one of our practices is to worship God intimately and authentically as a 
corporate body.  New people are often struck by the intimacy that we as a church enter into 
during our times of worship.  We find that some visitors love intimacy in worship and others 
are surprised or possibly uncomfortable with this style of worship.  People are experiencing 
something profound during worship in their relationship with God.  We want to both exalt Him 
and draw close to Him at the same time.  It is important to note, however, that our pursuit in 
worship is not pursuing an experience; rather, our pursuit in worship is God. 
 
 
We pursue God in worship with five key values in mind: 
 

1. When we gather, worship is a corporate encounter with God 
 
It is not just the pastor, the worship leader, or the band‘s responsibility to worship God.  
We all come together before God to exalt and seek Him, and as we worship together, 
whatever God may do or send in response to our worship is up to Him. 
 
2. Songs are like prayers 
 
When we sing, we sing to God.  We focus on who God is, what His qualities are, and what 
God has done, including what He did on the cross. 
 
3. We look to the Holy Spirit to lead 
 
Though we plan our Sunday morning gathering, we are not trying to force anything.  We 
try to respect that this is God's church and submit to Him.   
 
4. We seek to worship in Spirit and Truth 
 
While we worship, we want to glorify God in our hearts and welcome Him intimately into 
our presence.  We also want the songs we sing and the things we do to be theologically 
informed, accurate and accessible (understandable lyrics). 
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5. In consideration of others, there is freedom for people to express their emotions 
 
Worship can incorporate many aspects of our relationship to God:  intimacy, celebration, 
praise, adoration, reverence, thanksgiving, repentance and intercession.  And one of the 
greatest blessings that we experience is that, as we pursue God, we find ourselves 
refreshed over and over by the Holy Spirit. 

 
These characteristics of worship when we gather together can be applied to our every day 
lives of worship. More will be discussed about developing ―devotion to Jesus‖ in the section on 
―devotion to each others‖ and ―devotion to others in the world.‖  
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Communion: remembering our salvation 
 
 
While baptism is a one-time experience, Jesus gave us another practice that is intended to 
continue throughout the life of the Christian.  It is called Communion.  It is an intimate way for 
Christians to remember and celebrate what God did for us in the life of Jesus. At the Hyde 
Park Vineyard Church,  we have an open invitation to participate in communion to all who 
believe in Jesus.  
 
 
Who should take communion? 
 

Those who already believe.  
 
 
How do I prepare myself for communion?  
 
You prepare yourself by...   
 

1.  Self-examination 
    
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of 
sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread 

and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and 
drinks judgment on himself.  

~1 Corinthians 11:27-29 

 

2.  Confession of sins 
 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.  

~1 John 1:9 

 
3.  Recommitment 
 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 

pleasing to God - this is your spiritual act of worship.  

~Romans 12:1 
 

4.  Restoring relationships 
 
Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something 

against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar.  First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come 
and offer your gift.  

~Matthew 5:23-24 

 

When the person to whom you need to be reconciled is far away geographically, ―intending 
to be reconciled‖ is acceptable. 
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What does the juice and bread represent?   
 

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, 

took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ―This is my body, which is for you; do this 

in remembrance of me.‖ In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ―This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.‖ For whenever you eat this 

bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  
~1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

 
At the Jewish Passover dinner, Jesus used these items to represent his body and blood that 
would soon be sacrificed on the cross for the forgiveness of sin.  To Christians, the juice and 
the bread: 
 

1.  Remind us of what Jesus did for us. 
 

...and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ―This is my body, which is for you; eat it in 
remembrance of me.‖ (vs. 24) 

 

2.  Symbolize what Jesus has done for us. 
 

In the same way, He took the cup, saying, ―This cup is the new covenant in my blood; drink it to remember 

me.‖ (vs. 25) 

 
3.  State our faith. 

 
For whenever you eat the bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. (vs. 26) 

 
 
What takes place when we take communion? 
 

 Like other acts of worship we honor God. 
 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 

~Romans 12:1 

 

 Like other acts of worship we draw close to God. 
 

Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded.  

~James 4:8 

 
 Like other acts of worship we identify with Christ. 

 
For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  

~1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
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When and how often should we observe communion? 
 
Jesus never said ―when‖ or ―how often‖ believers should observe communion.  We share 
communion together on Sunday mornings and for special occasions.   We invite all followers of 
Jesus to participate in communion with us. 
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Giving 
 
 
As believers in Jesus Christ, we have surrendered our whole lives over to him in response to 
his giving his life for us on the cross.  Therefore, we view all of our time, energy and resources 
as his.  Everything we have is ultimately God‘s.  Generous financial giving to others and to the 
church is one of the ways that we give worship to God.  In addition, giving is also a means 
through which God wants to release blessing into our lives.  
 
Giving is an opportunity to... 

 

 experience joy. 
 

 show gratitude to God. 
 

 practically acknowledge our view of life. 
 

 support what we believe in. 
 

 be free from financial anxiety. 
 

 receive financial blessing from God. 
 

 participate in all the ministries of the church. 
 

 store up treasures in heaven. 
 

 give beyond me and my own friends and family and care for those in need. 
 
 
What are some Biblical themes regarding giving? 
 
Three themes run through the Bible's message concerning Christian giving:  
 

Stewardship.  A steward is someone who manages or administrates the property or 
affairs of someone else as an agent.   

 
His master replied, ―Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put 
you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!‖  

~Matthew 25:23 

 
First fruits.  The Bible continually calls us to give the first of everything to God.   

 
Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops.‖  

~Proverbs 3:9 
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Giving: tithes, offerings and gifts to the needy. 
 

 Giving tithes.  In Old Testament times the tithe was the king's portion.  Tithing  
existed before the law was given.  Abraham gave a tenth of his plunder to Melchizedek, 
the high priest and King of Salem. 

 
Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, and he 

blessed Abram, saying, ―Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed be 

God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.‖  

~Genesis 14:18-20 

 
The author of Hebrews makes it clear that we have a high priest that is greater than the 
high priest Melchizedek to whom Abraham paid his tithe. 
 
Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; but 

because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save completely those 

who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 

~Hebrews 7:23-25 (see Hebrews 7:1-28) 

 

Furthermore, a tithe can also be referred to as a ―king‘s portion.‖  God is our King and has 
a right to his portion.  When we give him our tithe we acknowledge him as our King.  
Today we are not obligated to tithe as Israel was under the law but the church has 
historically used this as a starting point for Christian giving. 

 

 Giving offerings.  The Apostle Paul challenges us to excel in giving (cheerfully) to the  
needs of others: 

 
But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your 

love for us --see that you also excel in this grace of giving.  

~1 Corinthians 8:7 (see II Corinthians 8:1-9:15) 

 

 Giving to the needy.  Jesus assumed that we would give to the needy: 
 

But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your 

giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  

~Matthew 6:3-4 

 

 

Where should we give our tithes? 
 
In the Old Testament, God‘s people brought their tithes to the temple and the priesthood. 
 

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse that there may be food in My house.  Test Me in this, says the Lord 

Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you 

will not have room enough for it. 

~Malachi 3:10 

 
Though we are not obligated by law to give a tithe, we follow this example. 
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The local church is the chief focal point of God's plan for the ages; therefore, we should focus 
our tithes toward God‘s kingdom work through the church.  Supporting other ministries and 
causes should be in addition to giving to God‘s work through the church.  
 

His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the 

rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  

~Ephesians 3:10-11 
 

 
What we encourage at the Hyde Park Vineyard 
 
We believe all giving ought to be voluntary and joyful and be seen as an opportunity rather 
than a duty.  In order to fulfill the biblical pattern and to express our commitment to God and 
our commitment to support what He is doing here, we ask members of the church to make a 
commitment to regular substantial financial giving each month. We ask all leaders to commit 
to tithing.  
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Our Programs & Values for Ministry: Group Discussion 
 
 
 
Everything we do at the Vineyard Church is planned with consideration of our 
mission and values.   
 

Our Programs.  We intentionally make plans to carry out our mission as a church: 
 

 Vineyard Sunday Morning is our primary way of encouraging ―devotion to Jesus.‖  

 Vineyard Small Groups is our primary way of fostering ―devotion to each other.‖  

 Vineyard Outreach is our primary way of showing ―devotion to others in the world.‖ 

◦ Awareness & Evangelism  

◦ Mercy & Justice Ministry 

◦ Missions & Church Planting 
 
The staff and church leaders have set short term and long term goals for each of these areas 
of ministry, and we believe that we need to whole church congregation to help carry out the 
vision that God has given us.  
 

Our Values.  The Hyde Park Vineyard Church has five values that it uses to plan, execute, 
and evaluate all programs within the life of the church: 
 

 Theology & practice of the Kingdom of God 
 Experiencing God 
 Reconciling community 

 Compassionate ministry  
 Culturally relevant mission 

 
These values are ones that we share with the Association of Vineyard Churches.  
 
 
What questions do you have about the church? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
What has attracted you to the Vineyard Church?   
 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Devote Your Life to Each Other 
 
 
Our Mission 
 
Everything we do here at Vineyard Church revolves around our Mission: 
 

God‘s Mission through the Vineyard Church is to produce world changers and  
world changing churches, who are 100% devoted to Jesus, each other, and  
others in the world. 

 
 
Spiritual growth: gaining the ability to obey God 
 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

~2 Peter 3:18 

 
We call growing in grace and knowledge spiritual growth or sanctification. 
 
 

What spiritual growth is NOT: 
 

 Gathering information 
 

 Going through the motions 
 

 Getting really busy 
 

What spiritual growth IS: 
 

 Gaining the ability to obey God‘s will 
 
 
The Parable of the Soils 
 

A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds 
came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because 

the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they 

had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good 
soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. He who has ears, let him hear. 

~Matthew 13:1-23 

 
Four Types: 

 

1. On the path  = No understanding and the enemy steals away the truth 
2. In rocky soil  = Joyful reception but falls away with trouble 
3. Among the thorns = Understands but gets distracted and produces no fruit 
4. Good soil   = Understands the truth and produces fruit 
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Spiritual fruit comes from the work of God‘s Spirit in our lives and is manifest in community. 
 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-

control. Against such things there is no law. 
~Galatians 5:22-23 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spiritual formation is the spiritual awakening, 
purification, growth, and development of a 
divine heart in the body of a human being, 

lived out in community and service in the world. 
 

~Henri Nouwen, The Heart of Henri Nouwen 
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Four important aspects to understand about spiritual growth 
 
 Holy Spirit 
 Spiritual Disciplines 
 Spiritual Warfare 
 Spiritual Community:  Small Groups 
 
 

Holy Spirit: Living lives filled with the Holy Spirit 
 

Ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Through the imitation of Christ in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, we seek to minister out of hearts which are filled with Christ's mercy and compassion. 
 

The filling of the Holy Spirit.  Definition: The filling of the Holy Spirit is that experience 
of the empowering presence of the Spirit coming upon or being released within a person. It 
gives an unshakable certainty of the supernatural power of God and issues a bold witness and 
power for ministry. 
 

Promises of being filled with the Spirit. 
 

 Baptism 
 
John answered and said to them all, ―As for me, I baptize you with water; but One is come who is mightier 
than I, and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.‖ 

~Luke 3:16 

 Filling 
 

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit. 

~Ephesians 5:18 

 Anointing 
 

Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, who also sealed us and gave us the 

Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.‖  

~2 Corinthians 1:21-22 

 Sealing 
 

…in Him, you also after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation - having also believed, 

you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise. 
~Ephesians 1:13 

 Empowering 
 

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth. 

~Acts 1:8 
 Bearing Fruit 

 
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the 

Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 

~John 15:16 
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 Tongues.  Historically, there has been controversy in the universal church over the gift of 
tongues.  Some of the controversy surrounds the question: Do I have to speak in tongues to 
have evidence of being filled with the Holy Spirit?  The Hyde Park Vineyard Church believes 
that the answer is "no." 
 

 Tongues is common and beneficial. 
 

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving 

them utterance. 

~Acts 2:4 
 

He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 
~1 Corinthians 14:4 

 

 When the filling and ministry of the Holy Spirit is recorded in Scripture, 
tongues does not always occur. 

 
And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak the word of God with boldness. 
~Acts 4:31   

 

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  And in the church God has appointed 
first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of 

healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of 
tongues.  Are all apostles?  Are all teachers?  Do all work miracles?  Do all have gifts of healing?  Do all speak 

in tongues?  Do all interpret?  But eagerly desire the greater gifts.  
~1 Corinthians 12:27-31   

 
 
 Ministry to the individual and the church: The manifestations of the Spirit.  We 
also rely on the gifts of the Holy Spirit when we pray for one another.  The Bible teaches that 
as the Body of Christ gathers together, God works through different people for the benefit of 
the group.  Therefore, we have found that God often gives specific direction or reveals 
prophetic insights to guide the ministry times. This is why prayer ministry plays an important 
part of Vineyard Sunday Morning, small groups, and our outreach.  
 
We will discuss spiritual gifts and their role in the body of Christ in Part III.  
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Spiritual Disciplines 
 
God uses our experiences and our obedience to help us grow spiritually. One way a Christian 
can seek to grow in his relationship with the Lord is through spiritual disciplines.  These are 
spiritual activities that we pursue both individually and corporately. 
 

Discipline.  Definition: any activity within our power that we engage in to enable us to do 
what we cannot do by direct effort.   

 
What is a spiritual discipline?  A spiritual discipline is an activity which one pursues 

either individually or corporately to grow closer to God (i.e. prayer, study,…). 
 
What is the function of spiritual disciplines? 
 

 They help us discover the abundant life. 
 They help us be active and effective in the spiritual realm of our own heart. 
 They help us withdraw from dependence on the merely human or natural and depend  
on God and His kingdom. 

 
Who should practice spiritual disciplines?  Ordinary human beings (they are often 

best exercised in the midst of relationships).  
 

How should we practice spiritual disciplines? 
 

 Prepare your heart 
 Look to Jesus as your model 
 Try them out (One cannot only study them, talk about them and hear about them)  

 Try them again differently. 
 
What are the kinds of spiritual disciplines?   
 
 Prayer.  The main function of prayer is a growing and perpetual communion with God. 

 
When you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, 

who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 
~Matthew 6:6 

 

 Fasting.  The voluntary denial of an otherwise normal function for the sake of intense 
spiritual activity; ordained by God for the good of the Christian fellowship. 
 
But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to men that you 

are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you. 

~Matthew 6:17-18 
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 Study.  A specific kind of experience in which through careful attention to reality the  
mind is enabled to move in a certain direction.  The mind is renewed by applying it to 
those things that will transform it.  
 
For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing 

soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 
~Hebrews 4:12 

 

 Simplicity.  Openness, unselfconsciousness, naturalness; sets us free to receive the  
provision of God as a gift that is not ours to keep and can be freely shared with others. 

 

 
Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions 

and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not 
be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also. 

~Luke 12:32-34 
 

 Solitude.  In solitude we are freed from our bondage to people and our inner 
compulsions, and we are freed to love God and know compassion for others.  Silence is a 
natural part of solitude and is its essential complement.   

Our task is to create a space in our lives where God can reach us… to wait quietly and 
expectantly.   From this point on, the work belongs to God. 

 
But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed. 

~Luke 5:16 

 
 Submission.  Self-denial; holding others‘ interests above our interests; the freedom to  
give way to others. 

 
If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 

~Mark 8:34 
 

 Service.  We are called to serve through the many little deaths of going beyond self; 
to live out our lives for the good of others. 
 
Jesus called them together and said, ‗You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 

high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among 

you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.‖ 

~Matthew 20:25-28 
 

 Confession.  Sin both offends God and creates a wound in the Christian fellowship.   
 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

~1 John 1:9 
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 Worship.  The human response to the Divine initiative - our response to the overtures 
of love from the heart of the Father.  It is kindled within us only when the Spirit of God 
touches our human spirit.   
 
Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, 

for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit 
and in truth.  

~John 4:23-24 

 

 Celebration.  A happy characteristic of those who walk cheerfully over the earth in the  
power of the Lord.    

 
David, wearing a linen ephod, danced before the LORD with all his might, while he and the entire house of 
Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouts and the sound of trumpets. 

~2 Samuel 6:14-15 

 

 
 
Potential Pitfalls Related to Spiritual Disciplines 

 
1. Trying to do all the disciplines at once rather than different ones for different seasons 

of life.  
2. Studying the disciplines without experiencing them. 
3. Temptation to turn the disciplines into law.  
4. Viewing the disciplines as virtuous in themselves. 
5. Centering on the disciplines rather than on Christ. 
6. Isolating and elevating one discipline to the exclusion or neglect of the others. 
7. Thinking that these disciplines are the only means to God‘s grace. 
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Spiritual Warfare 
 

We know that as we grow and serve we will experience spiritual warfare. The Bible speaks of 
spiritual warfare as going on at all times (Ephesians 6:10-20; I Peter 5:8-9). The good news is 
that we can overcome spiritual warfare by continuing to grow and serve in the power of 
Christ.  The spiritual disciplines that we just discussed are and important of overcoming 
spiritual warfare. We need to stand together, devoted to each other, as we seek to serve God 
in the world.  

 
A Basic Understanding.  When God‘s kingdom reign breaks into this world, there is 

spiritual conflict. 
 
Spiritual Conflict in Jesus’ Ministry. 

 

 Conflict with the devil  
 

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days and forty 
nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, ―If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 

become bread.‖ 
~Matthew 4:1-3 

 

 Conflict with demonic powers 
 

But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 
~Matthew 11:28 

 

 Conflict with the devil‘s works  
 

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. 

~1 John 3:8 
 
 

 
This Spiritual Conflict continues today. 
 

 The devil seeks to destroy people  
 

Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to 
devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are 

undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 
~1 Peter 5:8-9 

 

 The spiritual forces of evil seek to destroy people  
 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your 
stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms. 

~Ephesians 6:10-12 
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We can overcome spiritual conflict.  We need to depend on God and each other. 
 

 

1. Submit to God  
 

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

~James 4:7 

 
2. Resist the devil 
 
 When the enemy tempts 
 
The tempter came to him and said, ―If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.‖ 

~Matthew 4:3 

 

 When the enemy lies  
 

You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

~John 8:44 

 

 When the enemy accuses  
 

For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled 

down. 
~Revelation 12:10 

 

 When the enemy attacks  
 

Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 

someone to devour. 
~1 Peter 5:8 

 

3. Avoid sin and seek to be filled with the Holy Spirit  
 

In your anger do not sin: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a 

foothold….  Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 
~Ephesians 4:26-27, 5:18 

 
4. Strengthen each part of your spiritual life (through spiritual disciplines) 

 

Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around 

your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that 

comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 
this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 

~Ephesians 6:13-18 
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5. Submit every thought to Christ  
 

The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to 

demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge 

of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 
~2 Corinthians 10:4-5 

 
6. Hold up the blood of Jesus (authority of Jesus)  

 
They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives 
so much as to shrink from death. 

~Revelation 12:11 

 
7. Support one another in the midst of spiritual warfare 

 

 We need prayer for our circumstances 
 We need prayer for healing 
 We need prayer for deliverance 

 
Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. Is any one of 

you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the 
Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has 

sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you 
may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 

~James 5:13-16 
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Living Lives Devoted to Each Other: A Small Group Experience 
 
 
 

Have you ever been in a group where you felt like there was truly devotion to Jesus 
and each other?  If yes, what was the group like?   

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Small Groups 

We are a church of small groups. We believe that real, authentic community is lived out in 
small groups. It is during these weekly gatherings that relationship with Jesus and with others 
is developed deeply. Small groups offer a safe place for each person to come and to be 
themselves, while still giving room for growth in devotion to Jesus, each other, and others in 
the world. 

Small groups are for all people and meet at different times during the week. During the small 
group gathering you can expect to meet new friends, to share in a time of worship, to study 
and discuss the Bible or other related topics, and to receive prayer.  We have many small 
groups and they are built to be diverse and representative of the larger church community. We 
hope you will consider visiting one of our small groups! 
 

A Testimony of the Early Church 

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All 
the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to 

anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

~Acts 2:42-47 

 
Describe in your own words what fellowship looked like for this community of 
believers?   
 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Seven Commitments of the Early Church 

1. Commitment to God’s Word 
 

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching… 

 
Note: The Bible plays an instrumental role in the life of the church: 

 
Stated positively:  We should aim to do all that the Bible teaches. 
 
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so 
that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

~2 Timothy 3:16 

 
Stated negatively:  Nothing that we do should be opposed to the Bible's teaching. 

 
Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own 
interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 

carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
~2 Peter 1:20-21 

 
2. Commitment to share life together 

 
…to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.... All the believers were together and had 

everything in common… Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. 

 
3. Commitment to God's power 

 
Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done… 

 
4. Commitment to bear each other’s  financial needs 

 
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 

 
5. Commitment to hospitality 

 
They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts… 

 
6. Commitment to worship 

 
…praising God… 

 
7. Commitment to evangelism 

 
And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
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Discussion Questions 

What results will we expect to see as the church lives out its mission (Acts 2:42-47)?  

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Would you like to be in a community like this? Why? 

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How might you help the Vineyard to be a community practicing devotion to each other? 

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In light of Acts 2:42-47, how are small groups an important part of the life of the church? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Devote Your Life to Others in the World 
 
 
Everything we do here at Vineyard Church revolves around our Mission: 
 

God‘s Mission through the Vineyard Church is to produce world changers and  
world changing churches, who are 100% devoted to Jesus, each other, and  
others in the world. 

 
 

Awareness/evangelism: Sharing the good news about Jesus and his 
kingdom is the primary focus of our devotion to others in the world  
 

The Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place 
where he was about to go. He told them, ―The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of 

the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Go! I am sending you out like lambs among 

wolves. Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. “When you enter a 
house, first say, ‗Peace to this house.‘ If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will 

return to you. Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his 
wages. Do not move around from house to house. “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set 

before you. Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‗The kingdom of God is near you…‘‖ 
 ~Luke 10:1-9 

 

The seventy-two returned with joy and said, ―Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.‖  
He replied, ―I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you authority to trample on snakes and 

scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that 
the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.‖  

 ~Luke 10:17-20 

 
 
Jesus sent his disciples out to do two things: 
 
 

1. Proclaim that ―the kingdom of God is near you‖  
 

2. Demonstrate God‘s love with his power  
 
 
Today, there are four forces seeking to advance God’s kingdom together: 
 

1. The Holy Spirit  
 

But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to 

sin and righteousness and judgment. 
~John 16:7-8 
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2. Angelic forces  
 

Then he continued, ―Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your mind to gain 

understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response 

to them.  But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief 
princes, came to help me, because I was detained there with the king of Persia.‖ 

~Daniel 10:12-13 
 

3. The Church  
 

And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

~Matthew 16:18-19 

 

4. The Christian  
 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

~Acts 1:8 
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Four Additional Aspects of Devotion to Others in the World 
 

1. Ministry 
2. Mercy & Justice Ministry 
3. Missions & Church Planting 
4. Serving others with your spiritual gifts 

 
 

Ministry: Serving others 
 
Kingdom work is our true vocation. 

 
Webster‘s Dictionary: Vocation – 1) a particular occupation, business, or profession; calling. 
2) a strong impulse or inclination to follow a particular career. 3) a divine call to a religious 
life (underlines mine) 

 
Service & Ministry.   
 

You will hear the leadership ask the church:    
Who are the ministers of the church? 

 
The answer is:   
We are! 

 
What does the Bible say about ministry? 

 
What is ministry?  (The Greek word is ―diakonos‖ which means ―to serve.‖) 

Ministry is using whatever God has given me to serve Him and the needs of others. 
 

How does the ministry run through the church? 
 

(God) has given ...  pastors and teachers to prepare God‘s people for works of ministry, so the Body 

of Christ may be built up. 
~Ephesians  4:11-12 

 

 The pastors are the preparers. 
 The people are the ministers. 

 
 

To whom are we to minister? 
 

 To the Lord 
 

And as they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, ...‖  
~Acts 13:2 (ASV) 
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 To believers 
 
God is not unjust; He will not forget your work …as you have helped His people and continue to help 
them. 

~Hebrews 6:10 (NIV) 

 
 To those yet to believe 
 
You are the salt of the earth.  But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is 

no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 
~Matthew 5:13 (NIV)  

 

 

Mercy & Justice Ministries 

 
God cares about the poor and the oppressed. 

 
He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry.  The LORD sets prisoners free,  the 

LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the 
righteous.  The LORD watches over the alien and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates 

the ways of the wicked. 

~Psalm 146:7-9 
 

Mercy & Justice are integral to Jesus’ ministry.  
  

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me  to preach good news to the poor. He has 

sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners  and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the 
oppressed,  to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor. 

~Luke 4:18-19 (Isaiah 61:1-2) 
 

The early church leaders saw ministry to the poor as vitally important. 
 

James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship 

when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to 

the Jews. All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager 
to do. 

~Galatians 2:9-10 
 

Ministering to and welcoming the poor are essential parts of the Christian 
faith. 

 
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in 

their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. My brothers, as believers in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism. Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a 

gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. If you show special attention 
to the man wearing fine clothes and say, ―Here's a good seat for you,‖ but say to the poor man, ―You 

stand there‖ or ―Sit on the floor by my feet,‖ have you not discriminated among yourselves and become 

judges with evil thoughts? 
~James 1:27–2:4 
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Jesus expected his followers to live a life of compassion and justice. 
 

Then the King will say to those on his right, ―Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 

inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you 

gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison 

and you came to visit me.‖ 
 

Then the righteous will answer him, ―Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 

you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?‖ 

 
The King will reply, ―I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, 

you did for me.‖ Then he will say to those on his left, ―Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels…, ―I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one 

of the least of these, you did not do for me.‖ 

~Matthew 25: 34-41, 43 

 
In addition to meeting someone’s physical needs, some of the greatest 
assets you have to offer the poor are relationships! 
 

 

 Relationship with God 
 Relationship with yourself 

 
 
Missions & Church Planting 
 

Missions. Though all work that Christians do can be considered missionary in its  
nature, the church often refers to ―missions‖ in regard to international or cross-cultural 
outreach and ministry to the poor. 

 
The English word ―mission‖ comes from a similar Latin word that means ―to send off.‖  

 
The early church sent off missionaries to carry on God‘s work in other locations: 
 
In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, 

Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord 
and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ―Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 

them.‖ So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 
~Acts 13:1-3 

 
We seek to support missions through:   

 

 Prayer – Local & overseas missions are supported by our prayers. 

 

 Finances – Our church supports individuals and other ministries. We attempt to 
give a tenth of our church income to missions, ministry to the poor, benevolence, 
and the Vineyard‘s ministry nationally and internationally. 
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 Sending individuals – We counsel, support, and follow up with individuals that 
serve in mission both short term and long term. 

 

 Sending teams – We currently send teams to Puerto Rico once a year. We are 
praying about and exploring other opportunities to send teams. 

 

Church planting. In April of 2007, a group of Hyde Park Vineyard members started a 
new church in Near West Chicago.  In September of 2007, a group of Hyde Park Vineyard 
Alumni and others started a church in New Haven, CT. We continue to stay in touch with 
each group, and we hope to plant more churches in the future.  

 

Church Partnerships. We have committed to partnering for 10 years with a small 
group of churches in the states and in Puerto Rico to start new churches in Puerto Rico. 
We are praying about other countries the Lord would have us serve in as well.  

 



 

 

Spiritual Gifts 
 

 
 
 

What are Spiritual Gifts?   
 

Spiritual gifts are abilities given by God. 
 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the 

same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.  
~1 Corinthians 4-6 

 
Some spiritual gifts are on-going abilities. 

 

We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him 
use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is 

encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give 

generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it 
cheerfully. 

~Romans 12:6-8 

 
Some spiritual gifts are spontaneous abilities. 

 
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is 

given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means 

of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one 
Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between 

spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of 
tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just 

as he determines. 

~1 Corinthians 12:7-11 

 
How does one know what their gifts are? 

 Some gifts are apparent from your abilities. 
 Some gifts are received through the laying on of hands. 
 Some gifts are discovered as they develop over time. 
 Some gifts are recognized by others. 

 
God gave you particular spiritual gifts to serve His purposes in the world!  

 
For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 

advance for us to do. 

  ~Ephesians 2:10 
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Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts 
 
 
 

What gifts has God given you to advance His kingdom?  Read through the 
following list describing the spiritual gifts, then on the following page, check which is 
most like you, somewhat like you, or least like you.   

 

ADMINISTRATION: 1 Cor. 12:28 - to steer the body toward the accomplishment of God-given goals and 

directives by planning, organizing, and supervising others 
APOSTLE: Eph. 4:11; 1 Cor. 12:28 - to be sent forth to new frontiers with the gospel, providing leadership over 

church bodies and maintaining authority over spiritual matters pertaining to the church 
CELIBACY: 1 Cor. 7:7,8 - to voluntarily remain single without regret and with the ability to maintain controlled 

sexual impulses so as to serve the Lord without distraction 

DELIVERANCE: Acts 16:16-18 - to have the ability to cast out demons and evil spirits 
DISCERNMENT: 1 Cor. 12:10 - to clearly distinguish truth from error by judging whether the behavior or 

teaching is from God, Satan, human error, or human power 
ENCOURAGEMENT: Rom. 12:8 - to come along side someone with words of comfort, consolation, counsel and 

exhortation to help them be all God wants them to be, motivate toward change and give hope 
EVANGELISM: Eph. 4:11 - to share the gospel with people in such a way that they become disciples of Jesus 

FAITH: 1 Cor. 12:8-10 - to discern with extraordinary confidence the will and purposes of God for His work 

GIVING: Rom. 12:8 – to contribute material resources to the work of the Lord liberally and cheerfully, at levels 
above and beyond the tithe without thought of return 

HEALING: 1 Cor. 12:9,28,30 - to be used as a means through which God cures illness and restores health apart 
from or in addition to the use of natural means 

HELPS: 1 Cor. 12:28 – to invest time and talents to enable others to be more effective in using their spiritual 

gifts (Note:  Someone with the gift of helps usually aids one individual, while someone with the gift of service is 
willing to do whatever is necessary for a cause or project.) 

HOSPITALITY: 1 Pet. 4:9,10 - to warmly welcome people into one's home or church which may include 
providing food and lodging to strangers or those in need 

KNOWLEDGE: 1 Cor. 12:8 – to have supernatural insight or understanding of circumstances, situations, 

problems or the Bible that applies to a situation at hand and brings truth or clarity 
LEADERSHIP: Rom. 12:8 – to have a clear, significant vision from God with ability to communicate it publicly or 

privately in such a way that they influence others to pursue that vision 
MERCY: Rom. 12:8 - to feel genuine empathy and compassion for those suffering physical, mental or emotional 

problems, and to translate that compassion into deeds of love that alleviate the suffering 
MIRACLES: 1 Cor. 12:10,28 - to be enabled by God to perform mighty deeds which witnesses acknowledge to 

be of supernatural origin and means 

MISSIONARY: Eph. 3:6-8 - to be able to minister in another culture 
PASTOR: Eph. 4:11 - to be responsible long-term for spiritually caring for, protecting, guiding, and feeding a 

group of believers entrusted to one‘s care 
PROPHECY: Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:10; Eph. 4:11 - to receive and communicate a supernaturally-inspired 

message from God for His people 

SERVICE: Rom. 12:7 - to identify undone tasks in God's work, however menial, and use available resources to 
get the job done 

TEACHING: Rom. 12:7; 1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11 - to communicate Biblical truths so that those that hear 
understand and put them into practice 

TONGUES: 1 Cor. 12:10; 14:27-28 - to speak to God privately in a language not previously learned and/or to 
receive and communicate an immediate message from God for the church in an unknown language 

INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES: 1 Cor. 12:10; 14:27,28 – to communicate in a language known to the 

person the meaning of a message spoken in tongues 
VOLUNTARY POVERTY: 1 Cor. 13:3 – to renounce material comfort and luxury and purposely adopt an 

impoverished lifestyle to serve God, aid others and/or identify with others living in poverty 
WISDOM: 1 Cor. 12:8 – to know the mind of the Holy Spirit in addressing specific needs in daily life situations of 

people and aiding in proper decision making in the church 

http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.28
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph.%204.11
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.28
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%207.7
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%207.8
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.10
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom.%2012.8
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph.%204.11
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.8-10
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom.%2012.8
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.9
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%2012.28
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%2012.30
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.28
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Pet.%204.9
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Pet%204.10
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.8
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom.%2012.8
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom.%2012.8
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.10
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%2012.28
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph.%203.6-8
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph.%204.11
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom.%2012.6
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.10
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph.%204.11
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom.%2012.7
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom.%2012.7
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.28
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph.%204.11
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.10
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%2014.27-28
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.10
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%2014.27
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%2014.28
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2013.3
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%2012.8
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Check which gifts are most like you, somewhat like you and least like you. 
 
                     MOST     SOMEWHAT       LEAST 
                                                      LIKE ME               LIKE ME               LIKE ME  

 
ADMINISTRATION   _____             _____                       _____ 

APOSTLE     _____                       _____                       _____ 

CELIBACY     _____             _____                        _____ 

DELIVERANCE    _____             _____                        _____ 

DISCERNMENT    _____             _____                        _____  

ENCOURAGEMENT   _____             _____                        _____ 

EVANGELISM    _____             _____                        _____ 

FAITH     _____             _____                        _____ 

GIVING     _____             _____                        _____ 

HEALING     _____             _____                        _____ 

HELPS     _____             _____                        _____ 

HOSPITALITY    _____             _____                        _____ 

KNOWLEDGE    _____             _____                        _____ 

LEADERSHIP    _____             _____                        _____ 

MERCY     _____             _____                        _____ 

MIRACLES     _____             _____                        _____ 

MISSIONARY    _____             _____                        _____ 

PASTOR     _____             _____                        _____ 

PROPHECY    _____             _____                        _____ 

SERVICE     _____             _____                        _____ 

TEACHING     _____             _____                        _____ 

TONGUES     _____             _____                        _____ 

INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES  _____             _____                        _____ 

VOLUNTARY POVERTY   _____             _____                        _____ 

WISDOM     _____             _____                        _____ 



 

39 

 

Here are just some of the areas where you can use your gifts in our church or 
receive more training: 
 

 

ADMINISTRATION:   Ministry leader, event organizer, volunteer scheduler, volunteer office 
support 

 
APOSTLE:   Attend Northside Small Group, Church planting conference, outreach events 

 
CELIBACY:   Men‘s purity small group; accountability partner 

 

DELIVERANCE:  Vineyard Sunday Morning prayer ministry team, attend Prayer Ministry 101,  
     attend Holy Spirit Small Group 

 
DISCERNMENT: Vineyard Sunday Morning prayer ministry team; small group prayer ministry 

coordinator, attend Prayer Ministry 101, attend Holy Spirit Small Group 

 
ENCOURAGEMENT:  Small group leader, pre-marital counseling, mentor      

         
EVANGELISM:  Outreach events 

 

FAITH:   Vineyard Sunday Morning Prayer Meeting 
 

GIVING:   ACTS Team, Benevolence, Missions, personal financial mentor 
 

HEALING: Vineyard Sunday Morning Prayer Ministry Team; Small Group prayer ministry 
coordinator; attend Prayer Ministry 101, attend Holy Spirit Small Group 

 

HELPS: Vineyard Sunday Morning set up/clean up, VineKidz set up/clean up, 
outreach event set up/clean up, volunteer office support, shopping for 

hospitality team, tech ministry, communications 
 

HOSPITALITY: Vineyard Sunday Morning greeter, calling visitors, hosting small group, 

hosting visiting speakers, Vineyard Sunday Morning baker 
 

KNOWLEDGE: Vineyard Sunday Morning prayer ministry team; small group prayer ministry 
coordinator 

 
LEADERSHIP:  Ministry leader, small group leader 

 

MERCY:   ACTS ministry, benevolence, meals ministry 
 

MIRACLES: Vineyard Sunday Morning prayer meeting and prayer ministry team; 
outreach events; ACTS team 

 

MISSIONARY:  Missions; outreach events 
 

PASTOR:   Small group leader; pastoral intern 
 

PROPHECY: Vineyard Sunday Morning prayer meeting and prayer ministry team; small 

group prayer ministry; attend Prayer Ministry 101, attend Holy Spirit Small 
Group 

 
SERVICE: Vineyard Sunday Morning set up/clean up, VineKidz set up/clean up, 

outreach event set up/clean up, office support, shopping for hospitality team 
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TEACHING: Preaching Small group, small group leader, VineKidz teacher, communion 
team 

TONGUES: Vineyard Sunday Morning prayer meeting, Vineyard Sunday Morning prayer 
ministry team; attend Prayer Ministry 101, attend Holy Spirit Small Group 

 

INTERPRETATION:  Vineyard Sunday Morning prayer meeting, Vineyard Sunday Morning prayer 
ministry team; attend Prayer Ministry 101, attend Holy Spirit Small Group 

 
VOLUNTARY POVERTY: Mercy and Justice Ministry 

 
WISDOM:   ACTS Team, Church Board 

 

 
 
 

 
Bringing it all together: 

 
MY TOP THREE GIFTS     PLACE TO PLUG IN 

(Gifts you have experience using or  
have the desire to use in this season) 

 

_____________________________    ____________________________ 
 

_____________________________   ____________________________ 
 

_____________________________   ____________________________ 
 

 

 
 

 
 

MY NEXT STEP 

 
Contact this person:  _____________________________ 

 
About this area:   _____________________________
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How do we get trained for ministry? 

 
Because we see every person of the church as a minister, we place a high value on 
training!  There are three primary ways through which we seek to train within the 
Vineyard. 

 

1. Through relationship 
 
He [Jesus] appointed twelve - designating them apostles - that they might be with Him and that He 
might send them out to preach and have authority to drive out demons. 

~Mark 3:14, 15 

 
2.  Through classes   
 

Now when He saw the crowds, He went up on a mountainside and sat down.  His disciples came to 
Him, and He began to teach them saying.... 

~Matthew 5:1 

 
3. Through modeling 

 
Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good 

news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 

~ Matthew 9:35 

 
 
How training works best 
 
We have four-step training model that can apply to any type of ministry.  This model is 
patterned after the way Jesus trained his own disciples. 
 

1.  I do it. 
2.  I do it.  You watch. 
3.  You do it.  I watch. 
4.  You do it.   

 
 
Leadership 
 
Some people are called to serve in leadership at Hyde Park Vineyard Church.  The 
ultimate understanding of leadership at the Vineyard is that leaders are servants.   
 

According to Peter, leaders must be "eager to serve, not lording it over [their followers]." 
 ~1 Peter 5:3 

  

We try to recognize leadership roles that are functional not positional.   
We try to recognize leaders who are not self-serving but others-serving.  
 
If you are currently serving and want to be a leader, we encourage you to talk to the 
staff or others who are leading in the church. 
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Become a Vineyard Partner 
 

 
At the Vineyard Church we believe that all Christian believers are members of the universal 
church of Jesus Christ.  The Vineyard Church also calls those who regularly participate in its 
regular activities ―members‖ of our local congregation.  The Hyde Park Vineyard Church, 
however, has a formal membership called "Vineyard Partners."   
 

What it means to be a Partner 
 

A Vineyard partner is someone who has not only committed himself or herself relationally to 
the church, but he or she is someone who says that they are willing to covenant together with 
the other partners to fulfill God‘s mission for the church.  Those who make the official 
membership commitment are also entitled to vote on some financial and leadership matters at 
our Vineyard Partners meetings. This includes some of the larger budget increases or 
purchases and the election of some of the members of the church board (for details see the 

Vineyard Church Constitution and By-Laws). 
 

We ask people to commit to partnership for 5 reasons: 
 

1.  A Biblical reason: Christ is committed to the church.   
 

...Christ loved the church, and He gave His life for it.      ~Ephesians 5:25 
 

2.  A cultural reason: It is a unique commitment in our society. 
 

3.  A practical reason: It defines who can be counted on. 
 

4.  A personal reason: It encourages spiritual growth. 
 

5.  A functional reason: It reminds us what to do. 
 
We ask Partners for seven specific commitments: 
 

1.  A commitment to staying in touch with Jesus.  By joining the Vineyard, you are saying you 
are born again by God's Spirit (John 3:3) and are committed to continued spiritual growth.  
Though baptism does not affect a person‘s salvation, church partners should also have been 
baptized at some point in their life. 
 

2.  A commitment to Hyde Park Vineyard Church's purposes and priorities. 
 

3.  A commitment to regularly attend Vineyard Sunday Morning and a weekly small group (If 
you are    committed to a small group with another organization, this may count for your small 
group accountability and support). 
 

4.  A commitment to substantial and regular financial giving to God for the support of the work 
of Hyde Park Vineyard Church.   
 

5.  A commitment to being a minister and being part of at least one ministry in the Vineyard. 
 

6.  A commitment to follow the leadership set by the pastors and Board of the Vineyard. 
 

7.  A commitment to Hyde Park Vineyard Church's statement of faith. 
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Partnership Commitment  
 
 
I have considered this commitment prayerfully, and in order to help accomplish the mission of 
the Hyde Park Vineyard Church, I commit myself to the following: 
 
1. I commit to staying in touch with Jesus.  I have been born again by God's Spirit (John 3:3) 

and am committed to continued spiritual growth.  I have been baptized. 
 
2. I commit to Hyde Park Vineyard Church's purposes and priorities. 
 
3. I commit to attend Vineyard Sunday Morning and a weekly small group (If you are  

committed to a small group with another organization, this may count for your small group 
accountability and support). 
 
Which small group? _______________________ 

 
4. I commit to substantial and regular financial giving to God for the support of the work of  

Hyde Park Vineyard Church.  
 
5. I commit to being a minister and being part of at least one ministry here at the Vineyard.   
 

Which area of service? ______________________________________ 
 
6. I commit to follow the leadership set by the pastors and Church Board of the Vineyard. 
 
7. I commit to Hyde Park Vineyard Church's statement of faith. 
 
 
 
Name:  _____________________________________ 
  
 
Signature: _____________________________________ 
 
 
Date:  _____________________________________ 
 
 
 
Sign the form and return it to a church staff member or mail to:  
 

 
1507 E. 53rd Street #883 
Chicago, IL 60615 


