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OUR MISSION
Hosanna Lutheran
Church equips
God’s people of
all ages for
Christian witness
and service
through worship,
learning, fellowship and spiritual
care.
OUR VISION
Empowered by
dynamic and creative liturgical
Lutheran worship,
Hosanna Lutheran
Church will lead
Edmonton in
equipping Christians for spiritual
growth and ser-

HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH 9009-163 St. T5R 2N8
780-484-3932
office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca

STAFF
Rev. Dr. James Hendricksen, Senior Pastor
pastorjames@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
In case of emergency, call (H) 780-430-9835 or (Cell) 780-222-5451
Rev. Anna Thede, Assistant Pastor
pastoranna@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
In case of emergency, call (Cell) 780-405-7840
Sonja Carmichael Director of Education & Family M inistries
sonja@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
Marg Daly Director of M usic marg@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
Kari Heise Accompanist
Lena Nikolic Administrative Secretary
office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
Cameron Terry Outdoor Custodian

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Gary Corrigal—Youth 780-463-9018
Marlene Grinde—Fellowship, Seniors 780-484-1733
Rick Hernder, Treasurer—Finance 780-483-1505
Ray Janke—Stewardship 780-244-3815
Sonja Myroon, Secretary—Worship & Music 780-452-1152
Don Newsom—Care, Property, Capital Development 780-456-5242
Margaret Sadler, Vice-Chair—Social Justice 780-435-3025
Cindy Schriner—Education 780-453-3167
Greg Springate, Chair—Bequest 780-430-4543
Peder Vinge—Communications 780-455-7530

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE

Jan. 6th

Epiphany Sunday

10am Holy Communion

Jan.13th

Baptism of Our Lord

9am & 11am Holy Communion

Jan.20th

2nd Sunday after Epiphany

9am Service of the Word
11am Holy Communion

Jan.27th

3rd Sunday after Epiphany

9am Holy Communion
11am Service of the Word
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR JAMES
60:1). It is God’s doing and action, which brings light to total
darkness. The dark days of exile
in Babylon will be left behind.
Then the purpose of God’s people will be fulfilled. All peoples
will be drawn to them through
the light of God. The prophet
declares, “Nations shall come to
your light” (Isaiah 60:3a).
Have you ever found yourself in
a pitch-dark place? You cannot
see anything. It is difficult to
sense your relationship to anything around you for you cannot
see. I once got lost in my room
as a child. I know it seems kind
of crazy, but I had no nightlight
or window at that time and so
there was no reference point in
the darkness. That room also
had two doors (one to the storage room and one exit) when I
awoke in the night, with no
point of reference, I made it to
the wrong door and couldn’t find
the light switch. It was a terrifying experience, which I soon
remedied with a night -light –
which served as a point of reference in the dark. When you cannot see it’s often difficult to relate. You can easily feel isolated
and alone.
In Epiphany we discover that it
is in the midst of darkness that
light shines.

Epiphany is the season of the
church year when we celebrate
the light that drew the Magi or
Wiseman to the Christ Child. In
the Christian story, people from
other nations would come to see
the light of the newborn child
who comes to save.
As we in the northern hemisphere live in a time of darkness
with short winter days, we are
reminded that light is what
gives us hope, too. We seek the
light, both spiritually and physically. We have learned that
without the light we literally become sad, even hopeless. But
with light we grow strong and
more hopeful.
The light of God ’s grace comes
to us and we are reminded again
that we cannot live without it.
Just as Israel was renewed by
God’s light, so there is renewal
for us by God’s light that comes
to touch our lives.

Isaiah chapter 60 records the
prophet’s words, “For darkness
shall cover the earth, and thick
darkness the peoples ” (vs. 2a).
This is a picture of hopelessness
and abandonment. It describes
the condition of the people of
Israel as they were taken into
exile by Babylon. But soon there
will be hope.

Seek the light! It is essential for
our life and salvation. Indeed,
without the light from God ’s creation we would not exist.

“Arise, shine; for your light has
come, and the glory of the Lord
has risen upon you ” (Isaiah

Pastor James

May you drawn to the light of
Christ this year, and equally
may you reflect that light to a
world in need. Blessings as we
begin another year together.
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR ANNA:
A Note from Pastor Anna on Making a
Plan
Who loves a plan? I know I do. I love to look
at the year ahead and think: furloughs in January, February, July, and September. Synod
Youth gathering in May. Seniors events of
movie, muttart, legislature, and games with
the youth. Worship and Music meetings, and
awesome Lent project. Summer with you pick
hymns, a focus on the Psalms.
Pastor James on Sabbatical, likely, May and June. Having some
idea what is going to come in the
next year is comforting. It allows
me to make a plan for how I
think things will go.
But then I’m reminded of: the
best laid plans of mice and men.
Or “if you want to make God
laugh, tell God your plans.” Because no matter what plans I make, somehow God has a way of changing things up,
and working in unexpected ways to bring
about unexpected ends. I saw this picture,
and I reminded me that no matter what plans
I make, things will happen in my life, and in
the lives of the people I care about, and all we
can do is support one another regardless of
what comes.

As we enter another new year I know this is a
time where many of us, once again, make
plans or reevaluate our existing plans. We
want to see what is coming for us in the future. We want to try and prepare for our lives,
as best we can with the information we have.
And this is important. For while we may not
know God’s plan for our lives, we do know
some of the events in our coming year which are meaningful
for us. Most of us are people
who need plans, we need an ideal or a goal or plan to help us
decide what to do and when to
do it.
So here is my thought for January: lets plan, but know that
God’s Spirit will enter into the
world and our lives and disrupt
our plans. And we can know that both
planned and unexpected events have God’s
hand in them. May 2019 bring you all the
things you are looking forward to, but also
bring you God’s presence and disruptions to
help us see God at work in our midst.
Pastor Anna

HOSANNA SENIORS!
Welcome to the New Year and here are some of
the awesome upcoming opportunities for Hosanna’s Seniors:

out to see what is growing in Edmonton and
around the world. Please dress in layers and bring
a sweater, as some of the pyramids are cool.
There is a $10 fee to participate in this event, and
On Tuesday January 15 all Hosanna Seniors, invitfunds can be given to Pastor Anna to help offset
ing anyone who is 55 or better, are invited to out
the cost of the entry and tour. A signup sheet will
for Popcorn and a Movie. Join us to watch, The
appear on the black counter in January if you are
Greatest Showman, a musical in the style of MGM,
interested in participating in this event.
inspired by the life of P.T. Barnum, the creator of
“the greatest show on earth” – the circus. Come
On Tuesday March 19 Seniors will be participating
in a tour of the Alberta Legislature. The event will
out for an afternoon of great music, wonderful
begin with a brief film on Alberta’s history and indancing, and finding a place where you belong.
cludes a walking tour of the Legislature. More inFebruary 19, 2pm, will find Hosanna’s seniors formation will follow in future newsletters. Keep
gathering at the Muttart Conservatory for a hour
your eyes on this section to get more information.
long tour and then free time for exploring. Come
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HOSANNA YOUTH UPDATE!
Hosanna Youth Committee:

Saturday January 26, 6:30-9pm,
come out to a “paint night” led by
The committee will next meet on
Helena. She will help everyone to
January 14, at 7pm, to work on
make a beautiful painting. No two
planning and facilitating youth propictures will be the same, even if
graming at Hosanna over the winwe get the same instructions. The
ter/spring of 2019. Fundraising,
cost for this event is $5, and youth
event evaluation, and forward planare asked to RSVP to Helena or
ning are on the agenda for our next
Kirstin Veugelers no later than Jan
meeting.
20.
Confirmation:
Saturday February 9, 6:30-9pm,
The confirmation classes will reits Beach Party Time!! Come out,
sume meeting on January 9, from 6 dress up, we will crank the heat
-7:15pm, in the youth room. Join
and have tropical drinks and some
Pastor Anna as we continue our
fun! Games are always welcome, as
journey through Bible, and our
are friends, and youth are encourstudy of the many characters who
aged to bring a tropically themed
can teach us about God, Jesus, the snack to share. Please RSVP to
Holy Spirit and faith. A whole new
Krystle Plant by Feb 6.
year, and a whole new testament
Youth Forum is resuming on Januto be explored! Come out and join
ary 13, 2019. Please come out to
the fun
meet with Krystle, Sam, Del, Lorelei, and new leader Gary, to discuss
Hosanna Youth Group:
the topic of the day and how it reThank you to all of Hosanna’s youth
lates to our lives. Faith and life
for their leadership and participameet together with you and your
tion in the December 16, Sunday
leaders during the education hour,
School and Youth Sunday. Also
starting around 10:10am each Sunthank you to Krystle and Helena for
day. I look forward to seeing evetheir leadership at the youth
ryone and catching up after the
Christmas sleepover event! It was
Christmas break.
a very full, very fun weekend.
Youth Fundraising:
Hosanna Youth Upcoming Events:
Will continue in 2019 as we prepare
Saturday January 12, 7-9pm,
for the ABT Synod Youth Gathering
please join your leaders for an
at Hastings Lake Bible Camp on the
evening of skating with the youth
weekend of May 3-5, 2019. Keep
group at William Hawrelak Park.
your eyes on this part of the newsletter to hear about our newest
Hot chocolate and a devotion will
be provided as part of our evening fundraising offers!
together. Meet at the shelter at
7pm. Please RSVP to Pastor Anna
by Jan 10 so we can plan for hot
chocolate and baked goods.
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NOTES FROM YOUR COUNCIL
Hosanna Council invites everyone to attend a pre-annual congregational
meeting to start at 10:15am on Sunday, January 27, 2019 in the sanctuary; the
annual congregational meeting w ill take place after the second service
on Sunday, February 24, 2019 in the sanctuary.

FINANCE

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
THANK YOU, MUSICIANS!

vestment put in especially by
Dan Fessenden, Doug Jahns,
Timothy Veugelers and Kari
To the many who
Heise. While I specifically
joined to make the
cite only a few, there were
advent and Christmany in the choir and hand
mas worship more
meaningful I write a bells who invested time and
thank you. Extra time was in- energy. For the faithful service to our church family of
vested by many as we added
in hand bell and flute trio re- many we appreciate you all!
hearsals as well as an extra
Blessings in the New Year!
choir rehearsal to run Brother
Heinrich's Christmas for 2 of
Marg Daly
the 3 Christmas Eve rehearsals. I appreciate the extra in- Director of Music
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
ary 10th. This group meets weekly at
10:00am to gain some insight into the lesHappy New Year! And Happy Epiphany! The
sons for the upcoming Sunday. Come any
season of Epiphany begins right after EpiphaThursday that you are able – we love to welny Day on January 6 and goes until Shrove
come new faces in this group. Coffee’s always
Tuesday, the last day before Lent begins,
on and laughs are guaranteed!
which this year is on March 5. During the first
part of the season of Epiphany (until January
20) the Narrative Lectionary lessons reflect on UPPITY WOMEN OF THE BIBLE: SONG
God’s promise of Jesus.
OF SONGS
EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRY

“Throughout the Old Testament, God has
promised a savior. Now that the time has
come, God’s promises continue to be revealed
through Jesus’ birth. The shepherds discover
that the promise of a savior is meant for everyone, including them. Even wise me from far
away are brought into God’s plan of redemption for the world as they follow a star to meet
the baby Jesus. Jesus is the fulfillment of
God’s promise that through Abraham’s descendants, all the world will be blessed, showing that God keeps promises through dozens
of generations. God continues to protect Jesus
and his family as more recognize who he is.
John reminds people of the promise of Jesus,
preparing the way, as Jesus’ identity becomes
even more clear in baptism. (from Living the
Word: Teaching God’s Story curriculum by
Spirit and Truth Publishing)

3 Friday evenings – January 11, January 25
and February 8 at 7:00 in the Social Room.
This exciting Bible study for everyone returns
on January 11 at 7 pm in the Social
Room. The study features Bible studies about
amazing women in the Bible. This year we
are focusing on the Song of Songs. Rev. Dr.
Lisa Wolfe is the leader of the video series. She is not only a great theologian but
has a wonderful sense of humor. This series
looks at the mysterious, beautiful and alluring
writings in the Song of Songs. She will help
us explore questions like Who wrote it? What
sort of people are the main characters? And is
it based on history, mythology or both?
Join us in a great discussion and good fellowship. Bring your Bible and if you have Christmas goodies left that you don’t want to eat
alone – bring them along to share.
WOMEN’S BIBLE
STUDY

SUNDAY SCHOOL
The Sunday School, youth and choir joined
together for “I Wonder…”, a very special
cross+generational worship experience on the
third Sunday of Advent. Many thanks to all
who participated and a special thanks to all
who helped make this a memorable worship
time.

The women’s study
group will join the rest of
the congregation for the
Uppity Women of the
Bible: Song of Songs
study. We’ll take a break
from our study of Paul
key teachings and return
to that study in March.

ADULT FORUMS
Adult forums usually take place on most first
and third Sundays of the month at 10:10 in
the Social Room.

VBS 2019

January seems early to be thinking about Vacation Bible School but now is the time to
start planning for the week of July 7- 11. We
Jan 6
One service so no forum
need to choose a theme/curriculum and start
to think about how to present Bible stories to
Jan 20
Personal Wellbeing –
the kids of Hosanna and our community in
presented by the Stewardship Committee
fun and creative ways. Talk to Sonja for more
THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
information or to let her know you are willing
Thursday Morning Bible Study resumes Janu- to help!
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SOCIAL JUSTICE
Thanks for Your Generous
Support
On December 5, the Veugelers
Family (Erwin, Kirstin, Miriam and
Timothy) delivered the donations
of Hosanna’s Sock & Undies (&
Mittens & Toques) to Jasper Place
Wellness Centre.
The final tally for items donated
through Hosanna’s 2018 Socks
and Undies Drive was:
Socks: 447 pairs
Undies: 109
Mittens: 21 pairs
Toques: 22

A collection of toiletries was also
donated, having been left over
from the previous Community
Meal shop.
Thanks to the Veugelers for being
the co-ordinating family and everyone else whose contributions
made this year’s drive a success.
A FURTHER THANKS to those
who made additional donations to
the Jasper Place High Breakfast
Club. Recent contributions allowed
Hosanna to donate $150-worth of
gift cards for purchase of food
items for the school-run program
focused on students in need.
Hosanna Social Justice Committee

Shirts: 14

Scarfs: 1

LOOSE OFFERING SUNDAY FOR INNER CITY PASTORAL
MINISTRY: FEBRUARY 3rd, 2019
Our congregation has served with the
Inner City Pastoral Ministry (ICPM) for
many years, providing volunteers and
food for the Sunday lunch program at
the Bissell Centre in the inner city. This
has been a rewarding experience for our
volunteers, as they have the opportunity
to worship with and serve the community on those Sundays. For the 6th successive year at Hosanna we will be
showing our support for the important
ministry of ICPM by designating to ICPM
the loose offering given at worship on
Sunday, February 3rd, 2019, which is the
Sunday when our volunteers will be at
the Centre serving the lunch meal. Our
usual loose offering on any given Sunday is not a large amount. We are
therefore inviting all members who
would normally give their offering by envelope or by PAR to bring a loonie or

two, or a $5.00 of $10.00 bill (or larger!) or whatever you feel blessed to be
able to give, and to put it in the offering
plate on February 3rd. This will provide
all of us that stay behind on that Sunday
with an opportunity to be just as much a
part of the ICPM ministry as those who
are serving directly at the Bissell Centre.
Please note that Church Council has given this initiative its approval.
Thank you for your support.
John Campbell,
Board Chair, ICPM
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THE WIDER CHURCH

January 2019 Message for
Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders

of the Jews.” It frightens him, and all
Jerusalem and he moves quickly to conDear Beloved of God –
trol, to assess, to dominate calling the
“In the time of King Herod…,” that’s how religious leaders together and then sethe story begins.
cretly meeting the wise men.
“In the time of King Herod….” He built
monumental structures including the
Second Jewish Temple, the mountaintop
palace at Masada and the palatial
Herodium complex whose desert palace
included a grand residence, a theater
and large pools, baths and gardens.
When his position was seemingly threatened, he did not hesitate for a second
but had his wife killed and at least two
of his sons.

And later we will learn that Herod had
been fooled by these wise foreigners –
fooled but not beaten. He fights back as
cruelty does and has all the infants
slaughtered.
“In the time of King Herod….”

This is not an easy, gentle story – but
the gospel writer, Matthew’s witness,
does not shy away from recognizing that
the good news of Jesus – of the birth of
the Christ-child, “the king of the Jews”
“In the time of King Herod….” He domiis surrounded by, it is immersed in,
nates the story. Of the twelve verses of
harsh reality. And that beneath this rethe Epiphany Gospel, Matthew 2:1-12,
ality as defined by Herod – almost hidhe controls the action in ten of them. He
den, almost veiled – is the truth.
rules a world dominated by his authority, his power, his ruthlessness.
Foreigners arrive in Jerusalem with
wealth to place at the crib of a Jewish
King Herod so rules over the world, over
baby. And, in this act of homage, they
this story, that it would be easy to miss
become the first to see what God is up
the good news of the birth of an infant
to in the birth of this infant. An epiphafor it is almost buried, almost hidden,
ny which means something like manifesalmost veiled in the reality dominated
tation, or unveiling, or revealing the
by Herod.
truth. That the steadfast love of God is
It is no wonder then that he, and all of
met in the flesh and blood of Jesus,
Jerusalem with him, are stunned by the born of Mary and that it is veiled, rearrival of wise men from the East who
vealed in weakness, hidden in poverty,
come to Jerusalem wishing to pay tribseen in helplessness.
ute to a “child who has been born king
9

The gospel writer’s witness invites us to
see that the epiphany is not obvious.
Rather, it is fragile, tenuous, dreamlike,
as vulnerable as an unnoticed baby in a
god-forsaken little village, witnessed to
by foreigners, in a land ruled by Herod.

claimed children of God?

For what child is this whose epiphany is
so fragile, so veiled, in a village fifteen
kilometers from the center of power in
Jerusalem and yet this one is baptized,
and we are ourselves, baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit, are named and

+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer

For what child is this whose birth in a
manger is witnessed hardly at all, and
who is killed on a cross embracing the
whole world. A story from start to finish
surrounded by loss and grief and yet a
And this is where we find ourselves. For story that ends in surprising, new life?
if we are to be a people who seek to be
“In the time of King Herod….” And soon
disciples of Jesus Christ, “in the time of
this family will be running to Egypt.
King Herod,” then we are invited to see
God at work in the hidden, veiled, frag- God give us eyes, new eyes, to see You
ile, tenuous, vulnerable, weak, poor; in at work among us. And then nurtured in
the water and the Word of our baptism,
people and places and events one
nourished in the communion meal, and
would hardly notice at all.
upheld in community move us to action
For what child is this whose epiphany is
for the fragile, tenuous, vulnerable,
so quiet, so unobtrusive, little more
weak, poor.
than a whisper and yet this one is
In Christ Jesus –
known, is revealed in the sharing of a
little piece of bread and a sip of wine?
Shalom,
“The God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)

HOSANNA QUILTERS
Hosanna Christmas Time Quilt Sale
We are very pleased to report that we
have a new total, after further sales,
and our Christmas Time Quilt Sale proceeds are $5,015.41. When we add this
to our Spring Sale total of $4,202.31,
we now have a grand total of $9,217.72
for 2018! Many thanks to all who came
out to the Quilt Sale in support. It really
encourages us to make more quilts!
Thank you to all who provided knitted
and crocheted items to add to the sale.
A special thank you to all who provided

cookies and squares to be served at the
sale. Coffee, tea and cookie donations
were sent to the Christmas Bureau.
The Quilter's will be starting back on
Wednesday, January 9th, 2019 and we
are looking forward to seeing everyone
then.
Please see the Annual Report for a complete account of all our donations for
2018.
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS
Prayer is one of the best and easiest ways we can communicate
with God, for ourselves and for others.

To request
confidential prayer
for yourself
or for others, contact
our Prayer
Chain Leader: Del Bennett at 780-4874062. If you are interested
in being a part of the Prayer
Chain, or finding out more
about it, contact Del.

Those who
have been
ill, at home
or in hospital, and have asked for our
public prayers: Marvin Seifert, Erven
Rendflesh, Doreen Cook, Dale Grinde,
Derek Richards, Irene Erickson, Shirley
Querengesser, Kathryn, Darlene Anderson,
James Sloan, Chelsea Sloan, Caroline Beck,
Frankie Denine, Lynn Kitchen, Paulette
Nostbakken, Emily Stebner, John Sims, Dorothy Ropchan, Shirley Sorobey, Gladys Hansen, Gail Hadfield, Eric Lange, Barb Clausen

JANUARY BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES
02
03
06
09
09
12
13
18
23
24
28
28
29

Marion Hushagen
Marcus Meissner
Kathleen Hoffman
Eva Uwiera
Zoe Zinken
Kyle Engman
Vi Bowdige
Colin Liden
Grace Allan
Mary Bula
Lorna Bussieres
Brandon Dal Fitzsimmons
Dianne Kieren

In Loving Memory...
Don Genereux, Nov.21, 2018
Steve Nyenhuis, Nov.23rd, 2018
William Ropchan, Nov.25th, 2018
Gordon Miller, Nov.30th, 2018
Bina Lyall, Dec.24th, 2018
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THANK YOU FOR CARING AND SERVING:
As a caring and serving ministry, volunteers from Hosanna
provide a reception lunch following a funeral service at the
church.
Thank you to the following people for serving at the luncheon
after the service for
Steve Nyenhuis on December 3, 2018:

Co-captains - Johanna Borle & Karen Moore
Setup - Wally Marquardt
Prep - Dianne & Tom Kieren, Vi Bowdige, Rodina Couling,
Fran Benedictson
Servers- Hertha Trippel and Erna Kuraitis
Cleanup - Sonja Carmichael, Kari Heise and Karen Moore
Thank you to the following people for serving at the luncheon
after the service for
Bill Ropchan on December 4, 2018:
Phoner - Millie Dofka
Co-captains - Johanna Borle & Karen Moore
Setup - Myrna Pinchbeck
Prep - Emma Black, Vi Bowdige, Christine Birkenhagen, Hertha
Trippel and Reenie Turnquist
Servers- Ursula Buller, Wally Marquardt and Carole Hernder
Cleanup - Pat Bowman, Rodina Couling, Johanna Borle and Karen
Moore
Our thanks to Cam Terry for setting up all the
tables and chairs and putting them away.

If you are not already a volunteer helping provide such funeral reception lunches, please
consider becoming involved in
this vital ministry. There are a
variety of tasks, one or more of
which could certainly fit anyone’s ability, both men and
women. Each task takes about
two hours (e.g. preparation,

serving, clean up), and the
work is always so much easier
when there are enough helpers
to share the load. If there are
any questions about this service
or to volunteer, please contact
t h e church office o r s p e a k t o
one of the current crew capt a i n s : Johanna Borle and Karen
Moore.
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COMMUNICATIONS
You can stay current on what’s happening at Hosanna each Sunday by subscribing to the e -bulletin Hosanna
Happenings t h a t g o e s o u t e a c h T h u r s d a y , a l o n g w i t h a l i s t i n g o f
the volunteers serving in the worship services on the coming Sunday. If
you would like to join the distribution list, please contact Lena at
office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca .
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JANUARY 2019 CALENDAR
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JANUARY 2019 VOLUNTEER CHART
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