HORIZON COMMUNITY CHURCH HISTORY
In 1914 with no church in the Antelope Valley, one person saw the need for
transforming lives through Christ. It all began in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Lyle & Josie
Sadler when Mrs. Josie Sadler started a bible study meeting in her home.
By the summer of 1914 the Presbyterian Church agreed to send a preacher The
Rev. English was the first official pastor of the church and he came once a month to this
new home bible study. Eventually the pastor would come every other week, and then he
came weekly by 1918.
In 1914 this Bible Study grew to the point where they needed to meet in a tent.
Within one year they began meeting in the Palmdale Schoolhouse thus forming the first
church in Palmdale. They called it the Palmdale Community Church.

The Palmdale School House
where Horizon first met from 1915 - 1916
(now relocated at McAdams Park on 30th Street East)
In 1916 a new church building was constructed. It was built of bricks that were
made by hand by the early church members. The Church was built on the corner of 9th
Street east and Ave Q-8 (Palmdale Blvd.)
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Our first Church building from 1916 - 1954
on the corner of 9th Street East and Avenue Q-8 (Palmdale Blvd.)
In late 1916 the church split over the following denominational lines,
Presbyterians and Methodists. By the beginning of 1917 the Methodists took over the
unfinished church and the Presbyterians continued to meet in the schoolhouse. In mid1917 the Methodists were disbanded and the church was locked up. In late 1917 the
Missions Board of the Presbyterian Church bought the church and gave it to the
Presbyterians. They called their church Community Presbyterian Church. The
Presbyterians finished building the church on 9th St. East and Ave. Q-8 and moved into
their new building by late 1918 to early 1919.
On May 4th of 1919 the church officially became known as The Palmdale
Presbyterian Community Church. Rev. Wilson was the first official pastor.
In the 1920’s this first protestant church in the Antelope Valley continued its
evangelism and church planting by helping to start the Baptist church which moved to
Mojave. By now the Methodists had moved to Lancaster. That left only two churches in
Palmdale; The Presbyterian Community Church and St. Mary’s Catholic Church on Q-10
and 9th St East.
The Community Presbyterian Church had a bell to call worshippers on Sunday. It
also rang for weddings, and in event of emergencies. The Ladies Guild put on dinners to
keep the church going and many families did helpful things for the church. One of the
most popular church songs was “The Church in The Wildwood”. When the line came to
“come to the church in the vale” the congregation changed it to “come to the church in
Palmdale”.
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A Snow Covered Church

Vacation Bible School in the 1930’s
In 1938 the Great Long Beach Earthquake damaged the church steeple and
church. But the church continued to grow. In the 1940’s the church ran out of room. So
the adult Sunday School met down the block at the Pearland Hotel run by the Wykoff’s.
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9th Street Church without the Steeple – 1940’s
The church also served as the social center for the town. Every Thursday night
motion pictures were shown at the Church. Everyone came, as there was no movie theatre
in Palmdale. In 1940’s we had a junior church choir that was enjoyed by many church
families. With only two churches in Palmdale, the spirit of the 1940’s was wonderful and
it did not matter which church you belonged to. When the need arose, fun and money
raising projects came up. All the towns’ people and merchants went together and
completed whatever project came up.
The Community Presbyterian Church’s pastor Rev. Clifton Dorn had an
evangelistic heart. After preaching at the Church in Palmdale he would drive to Littlerock
for a worship service in the late morning. Then he would go to another area on Sunday
afternoon. He traveled to Acton, Lake Hughes, Pearblossom, and even more outlying
areas.
By 1948 the old church was remodeled and the church steeple was torn down due
to the earthquake damage. The church size was increased but there still were space issues.
In the late 1940’s Mariners started.
In 1953 it was voted to tear down the old church and build a new church on the
corner of Avenue R and 20th St. East. It was also voted to change the name of the church
to First Presbyterian Church of Palmdale.
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1953 Groundbreaking for the new church
on the corner of Avenue R & 20th Street East
The final service at the 9th Street East Property was held on Jan 8, 1956. The very
next day the church was demolished, even though the new church was still not finished.
The church meet a couple of times in the old bank building but within a few weeks found
a new home in what was then the Old Northrop Recreation Building, now the Palmdale
Moose Lodge.
On Sept 30, 1956 the first service was held in the new church’s “Multi-Purpose
Room”, our present sanctuary. The church buildings also included the narthex, a very
small fireside room and the church office. A quick walk up the stairs and you would find
the Choir Loft. Plans for the future included a Christian Education building, offices, and
a new sanctuary.
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Our Present Church Building
was completed in 1956
Avenue R & 20th Street East
In 1956 the church also bought a manse (house) for its pastor to live in. This
manse was located on Malby Avenue (north of Palmdale Blvd and four streets East of
20th Street East) was.
Due to the down turn in the economy in the late 1950’s, the Christian Education
Building, offices, and the New Sanctuary were never built. They were planned to be
located to the east of the multi-purpose room. The church dwindled as people left their
homes and belongings in the middle of the night.
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In the early 1960’s the Scout House was added to the south of the sanctuary for
Sunday School Classrooms.

Classes started meeting in the 2 room Scout House
in the early 1960’s

In the early 1960’s The Fireside room was enlarged to its present size minus the
kitchen. In the remodeled fireside room they added a small kitchen. By the mid-1960’s
Sunday school classrooms were also added to the back of the church along with the
restrooms for the children.
1970’s the manse on Malby Avenue (north of Palmdale Blvd and four streets East
of 20th Street East) was running into problems so the church sold that property and
bought a Manse on Rudall Avenue (south of Avenue R and east of 25th Street East). That
manse was later sold to the Steckley’s after he left the pastorship of the church.
In 1970’s an aura of dissension almost destroyed the church. Membership
dropped to less than 50 people, with maybe only 30 in attendance. The pastor at that time
was asked to resign and the church started to grow again. There are people who are still
in the area from that time and are still bitter. Many of them have never returned to a
church again.
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Early 1980’s the Women’s Association added the Kitchen onto the Fireside
Room. They raised the money for the refrigerator, oven, and cabinets that held the china.

An Upgraded Kitchen – Early 1980’s
Thanks to the Women’s Association
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In 1989 our church started a new building campaign called “Reach Out and Raise
Up”. It consisted of adding the Christian education building and the Youth Trailer.

Ground Breaking for new Christian Education Building

Foundation Work on the New
Christian Education Building
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The goal to have an Administration Building was not met due to considerable
upgrades to the Avenue R and 20th Street East widening and improvements. The city’s
requirement for upgraded lighting in the parking lot also contributed to nearly $250,000
in unanticipated costs to our project. This was roughly the equivalent of the cost of our
entire Administration Building.

Street Widening on Avenue R
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Since we were not able to complete our Administration building, we put in two
“trailers” that began as three separate classrooms, but soon expanded to become our
Youth Center. This was a temporary “fix” until we could move forward again on another
building campaign.

The Youth Center Trailers
Located on the planned 1990’s Administration Building
With a changing and growing neighborhood where many people no longer went
to a church simply because it was Presbyterian, we continued to find new ways to reach
the community and let them know of the transforming power of Jesus Christ. In 2003 our
Strategic Planning Committee, with the approval of Session decided to change our church
name to Horizon Community Church. We officially became the First Presbyterian
Church of Palmdale dba (“doing business as”) Horizon Community Church.
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Continuing to find new ways to allow older facilities to become opportunities to
transform lives through Christ, we transformed a poorly used storage room into a place of
meditation and prayer in 2006-2007. Our new Prayer Room is located to the immediate
left of the piano in our Worship Center. In addition to being used on Sunday mornings
for prayer before, during and after our worship services, it is used throughout the week
for groups to meet and individuals to find a quiet place to connect with God.

Our Prayer Room
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With the expansion of ministries and facilities, we continued to find new places to
keep our ministry supplies. In the absence of space in our current facilities we turned to
storage sheds to store a variety of things, from children’s supplies, to preschool
equipment, to lawn care and maintenance materials.

2 of 4 Storage Sheds on our Property
Containing necessary ministry items
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What does our future hold? What are the changes in current ministries and what
new ministries might God have for us as we continue to seek His mission for our church
to “transform lives through Christ”?
For decades now we have wanted to expand into the property we own to the west
of our buildings. We have desired for years to acquire the two adjacent lots that are
between us and the church to our west. So far the Lord has not opened those doors. May
we continually be open to the Lord’s leading, whatever and wherever that may be.

Our “River Jordan” – the floodplain “ditch”
Property we own just west of our Worship Center
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