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Covered sin is either the most bitter misfortune or the most 
blessed fortune. It all depends what the covering is. Some 
try to cover their sin by self-effort. They try to bury it in 
forgetfulness or try to excuse it or defend it, or adorn their 
sins with more pleasant names.
 Those who take that path will one day be met by their sin, 
for those sins are all written in God’s book, whether they are 
forgotten or hidden.
 But those whose sin has been buried at Calvary are truly 
blessed. There Jesus assumes all my sin. “Therefore, there 
is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” 
(Romans 8:1).

 One day you were permitted to come 
to Jesus to confess your sin to him. You 
received grace to believe that the blood of 
Jesus cleanses from all sin. So then, your 
sin is covered—by grace. God has covered 
it, and that which God has covered, is 
covered eternally.

Hans Edvard Wisløff (1902—1969) was a Norwegian theologian and writer. 
He was also the Bishop of the Diocese of Sør-Hålogaland from 1959 until his 
death in 1969.

Wisløff, H.E., Quiet Moments on the Way Home. Fergus Falls, MN: Faith & 
Fellowship Press, 1993.

The CLB Prayer Team is on call to pray for requests from our family of churches. 
E-mail: pray@prayclb.org

Covered Sin
H.E. WISLØFF

Rigmor Dahl Delphin/Oslo Museum 
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Several years ago my wife and I were 
on vacation in South Carolina. We had 
a room with a spectacular view of the 
Atlantic Ocean. Each morning we woke 
to the rising sun and the sound of waves 
crashing on the rocks below.
 On our final day at the resort we were 
warned that the water was off limits. 
There was a storm three hundred miles 
south of us, and it was creating six- to 
nine-foot waves at our resort. Naturally, 
as a curious tourist, I immediately went 
down to the water to check it out. I 
watched in amazement as the massive 
waves relentlessly pounded away at 
the rocks. At first it appeared to me that 
the rocks were winning the battle. With 
each crash of the waves the rocks would 
reappear seemingly unscathed. As I sat 
on the grass watching and contemplating 
the timeless battle raging before my eyes, 
I began to think of the Church and the 
work of the Holy Spirit.

JOHN 7:37-39
On the last and greatest day of the 
festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud 
voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come 
to me and drink. Whoever believes in 
me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living 
water will flow from within them.” By 
this he meant the Spirit, whom those who 
believed in him were later to receive. Up 
to that time the Spirit had not been given, 
since Jesus had not yet been glorified.

With the crash of each wave, the 
seemingly invincible rock weakens. 
The process is slow, it cannot always 
be detected by the human eye, but it 
is happening nonetheless. The rock is 
beaten down. Over time there will be 
nothing left but dust.
 The Bible speaks of the hardness—
the wickedness—of the human heart. 

God’s Word reveals that the human heart 
is so stubborn, and so lost in sin and 
selfishness, that it is incapable of seeking 
God. It is incapable of recognizing its 
desperate need for a Savior.
 At Pentecost the Spirit of God was 
poured out on his Church. Living water 
rushed into the hearts of those who 
believed and, like a cliff beaten by the 
waves and finally crumbling into the 
sea, faith transformed them. To those 
present that day, the process appeared 
to happen in an instant, but in reality it 
was something that had started long ago. 
The disciples had heard John the Baptist 
preach about Jesus. They had walked 
with Jesus, they had seen him crucified, 
and they had seen him rise again. With 
each event their hard hearts had been 
prepared for the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
a gift that would transform them into the 
Church.
 As the Holy Spirit entered him, Simon 
Peter stood up to speak, to proclaim the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Many who were 
present that day believed that message; 
they were crushed into dust by the power 
of God’s law, and they were brought 
back to life by the promise of his Gospel. 

Others doubted, their hearts were not 
yet ready to surrender and receive the 
salvation found in Christ alone... and so 
our epic battle began.
 As the Church, we are called to proclaim 
the Gospel, the good news of salvation in 
Jesus Christ. We offer this living water 
to those in need, to those who are lost. It 
often feels like we are losing this battle, 
that the hard hearts around us are unfazed 
by the good news we proclaim, that the 
world is getting darker and more sinister 
each day. But the Spirit is at work. It 
cannot always be detected by the human 
eye, but the Spirit is at work nonetheless.
 Our job is not to create faith. Our job is 
to keep the faith, to live relentlessly the 
Christian life, moving forward with the 
Gospel no matter how difficult the task, 
no matter how pointless it may seem. We 
move forward, like waves crashing onto 
the rocks, knowing that all things return 
to dust. But those who believe in Christ 
will rise again!

Rev. Troy Tysdal is Church Resource Coordinator 
for the Church of the Lutheran Brethren and 
serves as publisher for Faith & Fellowship 
magazine.

Glimpse

kdg914/iStock/Thinkstock” Morris Island Lighthouse, Charleston, SC
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ADAM JENSEN
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good, and the water was cool, so we drank 
freely and we filled our empty bottles to 
the brim.
 Everyone needs clean, pure, life-
giving water. Not the kind of water that 
quenches thirst for a short time. We need 
the kind of water that imparts life to souls 
that have been dried up and turned to dust 
by sin. We need water that gives birth to 
everlasting life. Jesus alone offers this 
kind of water. To the woman at the well 
he said, “Everyone who drinks this water 
will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks 
the water I give them will never thirst” 
(John 4:13-14a).
 A couple of years after I drank the clear 
cool water from the Justice Mine I found 
out that it is heavily poisoned. Along with 
the negligible amount of gold and silver 
that came out of the mines in the Monte 
Cristo area there was another profitable 
commodity—arsenic. That clear, cool 
water flowing from the mine was laced 
with arsenic. We didn’t drink enough that 
day to get physically ill, but if we had 
continued to drink from that source it 
would have eventually led to death.
 Like the mines in Monte Cristo, there 
are sources of water in this world that 
appear clean, but they are laced with 

poison. We live in a culture in which 
many believe a person can find living 
water in any and every spiritual teaching. 
But Jesus is very specific about where 
living water, water that gives eternal life, 
comes from. The living water that gives 
eternal life is found in Christ alone. Jesus 
alone freely and continually pours this 
life-giving water into our parched souls 
through the work of his Holy Spirit and 
the ministry of his Word and Sacraments. 
Any source that claims to offer spiritual 
life apart from Christ and apart from his 
Word is poison. 
 People are thirsting for this living 
water. We know this because our culture 
is increasingly interested in spirituality. 
However, the sources from which 
people drink these days are much like 
the arsenic-tainted waters that I drank 
from in the Cascade Mountains. When 
I drank from the water that flowed from 
the mountain it tasted good. It was cool. It 
even quenched my thirst. But that doesn’t 
change the fact that it was laced with 
poison.
 Every false spirituality that is popular 
today has some sort of appeal to thirsty 
souls. Many who drink feel satisfied, so 
they continue to drink, and they invite 

t was an amazing summer day in 
the Cascade Mountains, a day for 
exploring with friends. We were 

hiking the Glacier Basin trail not far from 
the old ghost town of Monte Cristo in 
Washington State.
 From the trail I noticed a stream that 
seemed to discharge right out of the side 
of the rocky mountain face. I had read 
that an old mine shaft was located where 
the water flowed from the side of the 
mountain. The tailings dumped long ago 
from a mine were evident, so we decided 
to climb up and explore. After a steep 
climb in the hot sun we finally reached a 
cliff face. We easily found a way to scale 
the rock face which led to a flat ledge 
that had been blasted from the mountain 
side. Reaching the ledge, we found the 
opening to the Justice Mine.
 Out of the mineshaft a stream of clear 
cool water was flowing down the side of 
the mountain.
 Our own fresh water supply had run dry 
after climbing 800 feet of steep tailings in 
the hot sun. We were thirsty and needed 
to quench our thirst and fill our bottles. 
We did what seemed safe; we filled our 
bottles with the clear cool water that 
flowed from the mine. The water tasted 

I



others to share in the poisoned water. But in the end 
it leads to death. Soon the soul grows sick and, unless 
the one who has been drinking hears the Good News 
of Christ and repents, he will drink unto eternal death.
 By faith we have seen the source of living water. By 
faith we have tasted the water that brings eternal life, 
and by faith we have been called to tell others of this 
gift.
 Who are these people that need to know the Good 
News of Jesus Christ? They are your neighbors, they 
are your co-workers, they are your friends and they 
are your family. Pray for them! Share the Gospel with 
them! Jesus alone is the source of living water—the 
living water that gives birth to living faith. Rejoice, 
and share this water with others, so that they too might 
freely drink unto eternal life.

Rev. Adam Jensen is a 2009 graduate of Lutheran Brethren 
Seminary. He currently serves as pastor of Saint Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in West Falls, New York.

www.ffmagazine.org 5

In
gr

am
 P

ub
lis

hi
ng

/T
hi

nk
st

oc
k”



6 Faith & Fellowship

he man pulled me aside, away 
from the table where a group of 
us had gathered to enjoy a meal 

together. He pulled me into a secluded 
area of the courtyard. He looked at me 
intently, and started speaking. “I have 
heard much talk of Jesus, and there is 
much I still don’t understand, but I have 
heard much, and I am understanding 
more. And I am no longer able to ignore 
it. What I have heard is swirling in my 
head. I can hardly sleep at night. I want to 
talk more about this. I want to learn more 
about this Jesus. Pray for me!”
 My heart leapt for joy. This was totally 
unexpected. Yet why was I surprised? 
After all, the prophet Isaiah reminds 
us in chapter 55 that the Word of God 

T is like rain falling from heaven. As the 
rain waters the earth and produces life-
sustaining food for the eater, so it is with 
God’s Word. As it goes forth, it is used 
by the Holy Spirit to accomplish the 
purpose for which God has designed it. 
Scripture tells us that the Word of God is 
a powerful tool. It is useful for training 
in righteousness, and, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, it creates faith. What 
a blessing it is to see God at work. And 
he was working in this Bagirmi man, in 
the corner of a humble pastor’s home, in 
central Chad. And I was there. Oh, joy!
 His name is Myee. I first met him 
in 2005, when my family was living in 
the remote village of Doh. We had been 
gifted with a submersible water pump 

for the well in our yard. Powered by our 
solar electrical system, it would pump 
water into a small elevated water tower, 
allowing for the luxury of gravity-fed 
water into our home. I needed someone to 
help me install it. Enter Myee. Myee lives 
in Bousso, a large town 26 kilometers 
east of Doh. His ethnicity is Bagirmi. 
He is a Muslim, and he works as a well 
technician, installing and repairing hand 
pumps in the region. From that day on, 
our relationship began to grow. In the 
following years, in partnership with 
Bethesda Lutheran Brethren Church 
in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, a ministry 
blossomed. Myee and I worked together, 
along with Pastor Malloum (a Chadian 
Lutheran Brethren missionary), installing 

Water for a Thirsty Soul
DAN VENBERG

The children of the village of Ngarra gather around their new wellAndy Johnson/Eau Claire, WI
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wells in communities that previously had very limited 
access to good water. Together, we’ve enjoyed seeing the 
relief on people’s faces as they receive a well, because 
they can now enjoy abundant and clean water just a few 
steps from their homes. No longer are they obliged to 
spend hours a day hiking to the nearest water source—
often a dirty river—to fetch one bucket of water. No 
longer are they worried about their children and livestock 
falling into crudely dug open wells that often cave in on 
themselves.
 Over the years, the installation of these wells has created 
an “open door” to share with these communities the living 
water that Jesus offers, that quenches spiritual thirst in the 
eternal sense. Through the years, we’ve sat on countless 
mats under the shade of countless trees, drinking countless 
cups of hot, sweet green tea, surrounded by the residents 
of these communities. There we’ve had opportunities to 
share our faith, to share the Gospel, to share the words of 
Jesus—and Myee has been sitting there with us on those 
mats, listening and observing. 
  Now fast forward to March 17, 2014. Myee had once 
again been faithful, working with Lutheran Brethren 
International Mission to install fifteen new wells. I was 
there with Malloum, Myee, Marcos Holzner (missionary 
to the Bilala people) and representatives from Triumph 
LBC in Moorhead, Minnesota and Bethesda LBC in Eau 
Claire. Our trip was nearing its end. We had just visited a 
Bagirmi village that had received a well, and once again 
we shared their joy over clean water, and once again we 
sat on mats under the shade of a tree and shared with 
them the living water that Jesus offers. Marcos told them 
a story about the first Adam, who had no earthly father 
and who introduced sin into the world. He told them how 
we have all inherited that sin. Then Marcos shared with 
them a story about the “second Adam,” Jesus, who also 
had no earthly father, and who took away the sin of the 
world. Myee was sitting there, listening.
 Later that evening, we were sitting around a table at 
the home of Pastor Malloum. Marcos and Myee were 
sitting together and Myee asked Marcos to explain to 
him more about what it meant that Jesus had no earthly 
father, and how he was related to Adam. Myee said he 
knew of Adam, the first man, and he knew of the man and 
prophet named Isa (Jesus) from his learning as a Muslim, 
but he had never heard how Adam’s fall into sin enslaved 
all mankind, and how Jesus’ righteousness and sacrifice 
freed all mankind from sin. So Marcos and Myee talked 
and Myee heard more about Jesus, and the water that 
gives abundant life started soaking in.
 Later, Myee pulled me aside and told me of the impact 
that the living water of God was having on his parched 
soul. He said: “Pray for me!” And so now I ask you: “Pray 
for Myee!”

Dan Venberg serves as Mission Mobilizer and Recruiter for 
Lutheran Brethren International Mission.

Is God calling you to mission work? Contact: dvenberg@clba.org

Myee and Pastor Malloum at a well site in the village of Ngarra  
Clean water from a new well put in through gifts from Lutheran Brethren congregations 
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grew up in Africa seeing roofs move 
down the road or across the street 
with human walls underneath them. It 

never seemed unusual… just interesting 
to watch. It wasn’t until many years 
later that I realized there is a wonderful 
spiritual analogy in both the building of 
these roofs and the placement of the roof 
on its designated wall.
 The roof is skillfully constructed with 
a variety of grasses and reeds. These 
grasses, if left alone out on the plains or 
in the marshes, will remain alone without 
any purpose. But when the grasses and 
reeds are cut and skillfully assembled 
together into a roof, they will serve 
the purpose of covering a round hut—
providing shelter for the occupants of the 
house.

I  The roof is not just a neatly layered 
thatch that is pleasing in appearance. The 
roof, if well-constructed and maintained, 
may last and provide shelter for fifteen 
to twenty years As the saying goes, “A 
daughter may be born under this roof, and 
the daughter will herself later give birth 
to her child under the same roof.”
 The roof is built using different grasses 
for different parts of its structure. One 
kind of grass or reed is used to weave 
together a grass mat in the shape of a 
cone to provide the basic structure of 
the roof. Around the base of the cone 
is fastened a “belt” woven out of reeds 
taken from marshy areas. These have to 
be woven into this belt when they are 
still wet and pliable. Later, when this 
belt’s reeds dry in their woven position, 

they will not stretch. Thus they will hold 
together the bottom of the roof so that it 
doesn’t stretch out and slip over the side 
of the wall. Another grass reed about 5½ 
feet tall is laid vertically over the conical 
mat. Holding these vertical reeds in place 
are “ribs” of reeds that surround the roof, 
spaced at 18-inch intervals. All of these 
are tied together with ropes that are made 
from the leafy part of the reeds. Finally, 
thatch is laid on top of the supporting 
structure to complete the roof. The 
skillful builder of the roof knows which 
grasses and reeds must be used for each 
part of the roof and places them in their 
rightful place.
 These roofs are not assembled on top 
of the walls of the hut, but on the ground, 
sometimes under a big tree where the 

Rodney Venberg/Fergus Falls, MN - Rodney and his wife Helen served LBIM for 30 years in Chad and Cameroon

A Roof on the Move
JIM ERICKSON

Bissi Keda, Chad - 1978
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skillfully and wonderfully put together, 
we also are skillfully and wonderfully 
placed to be a part of God’s roof. As the 
grasses and reeds work together to form 
a solid roof and shelter for its owner, so 
also God’s people work together to form 
a solid structure that is pleasing to God 
both in function and in appearance.
 The roof, however, is no good to anyone 
unless it is lifted off the ground, brought 
to the house, and placed where it can serve 
as a covering or a shelter. The builder 
cannot lift and carry the roof by himself. 
Here again we see how the builder and 
his friends or community work together 
to bring the roof to its place. So also we, 
the body of Christ, work together. We 
each carry our share of the assigned load. 
Together we walk in the same direction 
with a common purpose and vision of 
a completed household. We walk in the 
same direction and at the same speed. 
If we take off and walk in a different 
direction than the assigned one, we leave 
the roof and are no longer bearing our 
share of the roof. If we walk slower or 
faster than the others carrying the roof, 
we again leave the roof and others are left 
carrying what we were supposed to be 
carrying together.

workers can work in the shade. When a 
roof is fully assembled, the house owner 
will gather a group of his friends and 
neighbors. Together they will lift this 
roof off the ground, place it on their 
heads, and carry it to its place on top of 
the wall that has been built for it. They 
must work together, each equally spaced 
under the perimeter of the roof, carrying 
their share of the load, walking in the 
same direction and at the same speed to 
the roof’s destination, until the roof is 
placed on its wall. After this, the house 
owner provides a meal for his helpers to 
celebrate and rejoice with him.
 Like the builder of the roof, God puts 
together his “roof.” He knows our unique 
characteristics (what kind of a grass or 
reed we are). He knows into which part 
of the roof we best fit. He assigns us a 
place in this roof. Like the different 
grasses and reeds skillfully placed by 
the builder in the structure of the roof, so 
also God places or assigns each one of 
us, people chosen for a place and purpose 
in his roof. God assigns us spiritual gifts 
(Romans 12:3-8), he assigns us a life to 
live (1 Corinthians 7:17), and he assigns 
us a sphere of influence (2 Corinthians 
10:13). Like the grasses and reeds that are 

 When we see these men carrying this 
marvelous structure to be put in place, 
we think of the way we, the Church of 
Jesus Christ, are put in place by God to 
live and work together, and to carry out 
his mission. As God’s chosen people, we 
bring the message of salvation to those 
who are lost. Every one of us is necessary. 
We are told that, at the end of time, we 
will be invited to sit down at the marriage 
feast of the Lamb. There we will rejoice 
in his presence when our work here on 
earth is done. Praise God!

Rev. Jim Erickson serves as senior pastor at 
Calvary Community Church in Fullerton, CA.

“For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not 
think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of 
yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God 
has distributed to each of you.”
                                                                          Romans 12:3
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Partnership in the Gospel
LaWAYNE ROGNESS

s the Finance Director for the 
Church of the Lutheran Brethren, 
I am often reminded of how much 

we need to depend on the Lord to supply 
our needs. Philippians 1:3-6 says it best 
for me: “I thank my God every time I 
remember you. In all my prayers for all 
of you, I always pray with joy because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now, being confident of 
this, that he who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion until 
the day of Christ Jesus.”
 As of this writing, we have closed 
out the month of March and are now 
in the final month of our fiscal year 
(FY2013-2014). We are pleased with 
the contributions that have been sent our 
way by both individuals and churches. As 
you know, we rely on your contributions 
to fund the ministry of the Church. 
Speaking of ministries, let me not only 
thank you for your giving, but also update 
you on the work your generous gifts are 
allowing us to do together as the body 
of believers called the Church of the 
Lutheran Brethren.
 This past year, Nathanael and Carrie 
Szobody and their three children were 
in France where they attended language 
study. In July, when their studies were 
complete, they started their mission 
assignment in Chad, Africa. They were at 
our Welcome Center in Ndjamena for five 
months studying Arabic in preparation 
for moving to a Bagirmi village. In 
December they moved to the village of 
Mafling and, as we write this article, 
they are learning the Bagirmi language 
and getting acquainted with the Bagirmi 
people. Danny and Mandy Bronson and 
their children are in France studying the 
language and will complete their studies 
in July 2014. At that time they will also 
relocate to Chad.

graduating because they were able to take 
classes from their home assignments via 
distance education. This past semester 
there were thirty-two full-time and 
part-time students enrolled in seminary 
classes, seventeen of them studying on 
campus with the balance taking classes 
by distance education.
 We humbly thank you for your generous 
gifts. As you can see, the Lord is working 
through people like you to make a 
difference in the kingdom. Through your 
gifts the missionaries are ministering to 
the unreached, the Church of the Lutheran 
Brethren is starting new churches so that 
our neighbors can learn of Christ, and 
the seminary is training men to become 
pastors who will spread the Good News 
as they graduate. So thank you, and may 
the Lord richly bless you in return.

LaWayne Rogness serves as Finance Director 
for the Church of the Lutheran Brethren.

 Exciting things are also happening in 
North American Mission. The Pacific 
Southwest Region is fully engaged in 
a church restart program in Pasadena, 
California with Pastor Kyle Sears. They 
will be working in the same community 
as Immanuel Lutheran Brethren Church. 
In the Western Region, Grace Lutheran 
Brethren Church in Bismarck, North 
Dakota is hoping to plant a second campus 
in Lincoln, ND. Bethel Lutheran Church 
in Fergus Falls, Minnesota, a member 
of our Central Region, is in the midst of 
starting a second campus in the nearby 
community of Battle Lake. The Eastern 
Region is working with Regional Pastor 
Warren Geraghty in church planting in 
the northeast part of that region.
 The Lutheran Brethren Seminary is 
getting ready for Graduation 2014. Four 
students will be graduating this Spring 
and three of the graduates have calls or 
are already in ministry settings. This is 
the first year that distance education has 
been in place and some of these men are 
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LaWayne Rogness (pictured with his wife Beverly) became Director of Finance for the CLB in September 2013



Women’s Ministries
Church of the Lutheran Brethren

S undays were long when I was 
a child. My dad, a CLB pastor 
of a four-point parish in North 

Dakota, would pile us into the car for 
the long commute between churches. 
On those drives we filled the time with 
lots of family discussions—which meant 
questions from me.  Sometimes they were 
predictable: “When will we get there?” 
“Can I play outside with the other kids 
during the afternoon service, just this 
once?” But as I grew older, the questions 
grew more difficult: “Why do people 
say, ‘Once saved, always saved?’” “My 
friends go to the Baptist church. What’s 
the difference?”
 And now, as Director of Women’s 
Ministries of the CLB, I hear more 
questions—thoughtful and earnest 
questions:
 Do Lutherans believe people can 
“lose” their salvation?
 Why are infants baptized?
 What is the “prosperity gospel” and 
why does it matter?
 What is an “emergent” church?
 The recently published book, Rooted 
in the Word: A Lutheran View of the 
Life of Faith, was written in response 
to such questions from women’s groups 
that are using Bible studies from a wide 
range of Protestant theological traditions 
or streams. These studies are written 
by godly teachers of the Word, but 
sometimes there is confusion at points 
of disagreement. Women could fill a 
bookshelf-lined room in their homes with 
volumes on these topics, and spend every 
evening of the next ten years studying 
them, or we at Women’s Ministries could 
provide a tool, easily accessible and 
understandable, for their ready reference.
 Along with the text, the book includes 
lists, charts, and quotations from noted 
writers. There are also references for 

more extensive study, a large glossary, 
and lists of people you should know—
from Church fathers and martyrs to 
reformers and missionary pioneers. There 
are summaries of what various Churches 
teach about salvation, worship, living by 
faith, life after death, and the end times. 
There is information about the Protestant 
Reformation and warnings about heresies.
 The book is not only being used for 
individual reference. It is presently being 
used for leadership training, confirmation 
classes, and Bible studies. A discussion 
guide will be available this summer.
 Rooted in the Word is available online 
at Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and Xulon 
Press, as well as directly through my 
office for $20, which includes shipping.
 I will always have questions, and so 
will you. But the Word of God—in which 
our faith is deeply rooted—has answers.

Ruth Aarhus Vallevik is Director of Women’s 
Ministries of the CLB.

Contact Ruth: ruthalicev@gmail.com

A Lutheran View 
of the Life of Faith

RUTH AARHUS VALLEVIK
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Hope for 
the Journey

Name:

REGISTRATION FORM

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Email:

Phone:

Home Church:

Member of CLB:     Yes     No

CHILDCARE REGISTRATION

Name and age:

Please Include Registration Fee: 
$20 Early Bird - $25 after 7/15/14
$5 per child - $15 max per family
Make checks payable to WMCLB

Send Registration Form to:
Lori Christopherson WMCLB Treasurer

8010 24th Drive SE
Everett, WA 98203
Email: lola.ky@comcast.net  •  Phone: 425-347-2531

AUG. 2
2014ReVision

ReNew
ReConnect

ReVision
ReNew
ReConnect

WMCLB National Women’s Event

9:00am - 2:00pm • Registration 8:00am
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t was over 25 years ago, but I 
remember the occasion well. We were 
sitting in the office of a Japanese 

pastor who was older and much wiser. 
Being new to Japan and its ways—having 
arrived just a few months earlier—we 
were in despair over a situation that had 
plagued us since our arrival. Seeing our 
distraught faces, the pastor sighed and 
said. “In Japan, patience is a virtue.”
 At the time it would have been 
extremely optimistic to think we were 
finished learning that lesson. Through the 
years those famous words have proven 
themselves more times than I can count.
 It has already been a whole year since 
we moved to Ishinomaki. (That too was 
a very long process requiring a lot of 
patience.) Soon after moving, we began 
searching for another house or building 
that we could use as a community center, 
housing for volunteers, and eventually 
a church. My husband, always attracted 
to anything resembling a construction 
project, soon became friends with the 
carpenter across the street. The man was 
hard at work on his father-in-law’s family 
home, and began talking to Dean every 
day.
 “Grandma and grandpa were at the 
house when the tsunami wave crashed 
over the wall and through their living 
room window,” the young carpenter 
said. “The wall blocked their view so 
they could not see the wave. Somehow 
grandpa managed to escape, but grandma 
did not.” Understandably, the rest of the 
family did not want to live in the house 
anymore and were planning to rent it out 
after it was restored. “As far as I know 
they don’t have anyone in mind to rent it. 
Maybe you could rent it?” the carpenter 
suggested as he showed Dean the inside. 
Not long after this, the friendly carpenter 
disappeared. He had regular employment 

I

in a different city and promised to come 
back several months later.
 In early December we were finally 
connected with the owner. A meeting date 
was set and the owner said he would bring 
a real estate agent with him. “Hmmm... 
things are moving ahead,” we thought.
 On December 17, 2013 we stood in the 
half-constructed living room discussing 
the contract. The owner explained to the 
real estate agent that we would be using 
the house as a center but not for religious 
purposes. “Hmmm... let’s go across the 
street where it’s warmer to talk about 
this,” said Dean.
 Three hours later we had listened to 
the owner’s life story. “I really don’t 
like Ishinomaki!” he confided in us. “I 
can’t stand how people talk behind your 
back, and someday down the road I don’t 
want people talking about my house as 
that Christian house where people are 
always praying. I don’t want the family 
who rents it after you to have trouble 
because of rumors. I don’t want their kids 
shunned at school. I’d love to have it be 
a community center, but I don’t want any 
religious stuff going on here.”
 “We need time to think about this,” said 
the people still learning patience. 

 Several months later we met again. 
We knew that, unless God miraculously 
changed the owner’s heart, our discussion 
about this particular building was finished. 
This time our Japanese co-worker was 
also present and he tried to reassure the 
owner that things would be OK. The 
owner was not convinced. He pointed out 
the window at several neighbors standing 
in the street talking and said, “See that? 
That is what I’m afraid of!”
 He turned from the window and our 
conversation continued, but we had little 
hope that he would change his mind. 
Imagine our surprise a few minutes later 
when he said, “What do you think is a fair 
price for rent?”
 “What?” “It’s OK. I have decided I 
want to rent to you, as long as we can get 
the contract details worked out,” he said.
 Eleven months of waiting, and a 
complete change of heart in five minutes. 
In Japan, patience is a virtue. Yes, it 
certainly is.

Dean and Linda Bengtson are currently serving 
with Lutheran Brethren International Mission in 
Ishinomaki, Japan.

LINDA BENGTSON

House of Hope

Lutheran Brethren

BRINGING THE GOOD NEWS TO UNREACHED PEOPLE
International Mission

www.LBIM.org

Dean and Linda Bengston - The House of Hope in Ishinomaki, Japan



just returned from a trip to Chad, 
where my Bilala friends again 
welcomed me into their homes and 

communities, living up to their reputation 
for friendliness and hospitality. Over the 
years, they have been very open with us, 
allowing us to learn a lot about them. 
We’ve shared some of this with you. 
On this trip I learned again how very 
important water is to the Bilala people.
 Most of the Bilala are subsistence 
farmers, totally dependent on scant 
rainfall for their livelihood. When this 
water source fails, as it did thirty years 
ago, it can spell disaster. During 1984-
1985, Lake Fitri, the geographic and 
economic center of the Bilala, completely 
dried up during a devastating drought! 
With no water to drink, much less 
to grow crops, many Bilala left their 
ancestral homeland. A great number went 
to Ndjamena, looking to begin a new life 
in the capital city. Those who did not 
want to give up farming headed south, to 
wetter parts of Chad.
 On this trip to Chad we discovered a 
large colony of Bilala 200 kilometers 
south of Lake Fitri. Recently, a shortage 
of good farmland has again caused the 
Bilala to migrate south. Pray that as the 
Bilala search for a better life, they will 
find new life in Jesus Christ.
 Water is precious to the Bilala in a 
way that most of us can’t understand. 
We are so used to having water available 
at the turn of a tap that we have lost our 
appreciation for clean drinking water. 
The average North American effortlessly 
uses 100 gallons per day, while Chadians 
work hard to get the three gallons they 
use each day. The Bilala carry this water 
from pools of standing water or deep open 
wells, shared with cattle. They often travel 
a great distance to get it. Usually, this 
water is not clean, but carries impurities 

I

or parasites. People drink it because 
they have no other option. The cost of a 
pump-well is prohibitive because water 
is often locked under a layer of bedrock, 
inaccessible with local technology. In the 
last few years, however, individuals and 
congregations of the Lutheran Brethren 
have helped some Chadian villages 
obtain clean water by partnering in the 
purchase of wells for them.
 By the end of our trip we had seen 
firsthand the joy clean water can bring 
to those in need. In one village, their joy 
overflowed and the young men danced 
for a long time because of their new well. 
In another village, I half-jokingly told the 
chief, “I know you’re glad for the well, 
but I bet the women are even happier”—
because it is usually a woman’s job to 
haul the water. He answered, “You better 
believe it.” Almost on cue, the women of 
the village started singing in celebration 
and gratefulness.

 Clean, accessible water has brought joy 
to many Chadian villages. Pray now that 
the villagers will also open their hearts 
to the living water that Jesus offers them 
and find the joy of knowing him. 

Marcos Holzner lives in Fergus Falls, MN and 
works as a translator for Lutheran Brethren 
International Mission.

Watch the Video online at: 
www.clbnetwork.org/journeytochad

MARCOS HOLZNER

Clean Water

The Bilala welcome Lutheran Brethren missionaries, clean water, and the story of Christ
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Journey to Chad Stepping Stones to Know the Bilala
Part 2

Faith & Fellowship has been following the journey of Danny and Mandy Bronson as they 
prepare for mission work among the Bilala people in Chad, Africa. Marcos Holzner worked 
among the Bilala people from 2001-2011. He is currently on home assignment. In this article 
Marcos shares some insight into the people among whom Danny and Mandy will live.

Andy Johnson/Eau Claire, WI
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the body of Christ. He saves us into the 
kingdom, into the family.
 We decided that we were not skilled 
or gifted enough to teach our students 
everything about everything, but we 
could teach them a few things really well. 
Our focus became teaching our students 
what true fellowship looks like.
 We began to create oikos. We spent 
less time talking about the Christian 
life in the setting of a formal worship 
gathering and instead invested in what 
we thought was the greatest depiction of 
family life—we ate a meal together. This 
is not a new concept. Churches have been 
eating meals together for a very long 
time. But we do it very intentionally. We 

are trying to create a place where lessons 
and conversations about the Christian life 
occur naturally. We are building disciples 
one plate of food at a time.
 It’s important to understand that Bible 
study has not gone away, we still do that 
intentionally through our discipleship 
ministry. But the change came when 
we began to balance discipleship and 
mission.
 We’ve become family. We’ve created 
an oikos in which we care for one another, 
genuinely love one another, and celebrate 
one another.

Nick Olson is the youth minister at Ebenezer 
Lutheran Brethren Church in Minneapolis, MN.

e were at a crossroads as far as 
a youth group goes. My team 
and I had been at the church 

for a few months and in that time we had 
seen a mass exodus of seniors leaving 
our ministry. What remained were a few 
eighth- and ninth-grade boys who were 
hungry for caring role models in their 
lives.
 We attempted to do what I thought 
was “youth group as normal”—by my 
preparing a three-point message every 
week to preach at our boys. I thought 
that this was what I was supposed to do. 
But after months of preaching and going 
nowhere, we came to the conclusion 
that the message and lessons we were 
trying to teach our students needed to be 
communicated in a different way.
 We were at the crossroads of Text and 
Context. We had an incredible Word for 
them to hear but we weren’t teaching our 
students with our actions. We needed to 
put the Word into practice.
 Our church has been putting great focus 
on what discipleship and mission mean 
in our everyday lives. One of the points 
we’ve been emphasizing is the idea of 
oikos. That’s the Greek word from the 
New Testament that means “extended 
family.”
 How can we as the church create and 
sustain the notion of extended family? 
How can we form oikos? We realized that 
our youth ministry was more about the 
words than it was about living out those 
words.
 We knew that we wanted to teach our 
students that the Christian life is not a 
solitary journey, that God not only loves 
you but he loves the church collectively, 
as a group, as a family. God not only 
grants us new life with him in heaven, 
he gives us new meaning as members of 

NICK OLSON

Our Very Own Oikos

W

North American Mission
United States: www.CLBA.org
Canada: www.LBCANADA.org

Ebenezer LBC, Mission Minneapolis 2013, Pastor Nick Olson - pictured top right



President Egge served in Marysville, WA; Pasadena, CA; 
and Briarcliff Manor, NY before serving as president of 
Lutheran Brethren Schools. He has served since 2001 as 
president of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren.

CLB  •  PO Box 655  •  Fergus Falls, MN 56537  •  Phone: 218-739-3336
Website: www.clba.org  •  E-mail: clb@clba.org

BIENNIAL CONVENTION
CLB

Wednesday pm - JULY 30
President Joel Egge
President of the Church of the 
Lutheran Brethren 

God lifts our eyes to him, to the cross, to his glory and to our salvation in 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. God lifts our eyes to him and 
to his mission to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ to our neighbors 
and around the world.

LIFTING OUR EYES
BEHOLD, THE KING IS COMING! - JOHN 12

Rev. Erickson served as a missionary in Cameroon, as 
well as serving congregations in Minneapolis, MN; Eau 
Claire, WI; and Mayville, ND. He currently serves Calvary 
Community Church in Fullerton, CA.

Thursday am - JULY 31
Rev. Jim Erickson
Calvary Community Church
Fullerton, CA

Rev. Pribbenow serves as the Prof. of Old Testament Studies 
at Lutheran Brethren Seminary. He served Bethel Lutheran 
Church in Fergus Falls, MN. He is currently pursuing his 
Doctorate from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO.

Thursday pm - JULY 31
Professor Brad Pribbenow
Lutheran Brethren Seminary
Fergus Falls, MN

Rev. Juhl served as a missionary to Kenya. He went through 
colloquy in the Fall of 2005, serving Salem LB Church 
in Grand Rapids, MN. He is now the associate pastor at 
Lutheran Brethren Fellowship Church in Williston, ND.

Friday am - August 1
Rev. John Juhl
Lutheran Brethren Fellowship Church 
Williston, ND 

Rev. Jarvinen was ordained in 1981. He has served in 
Succasunna, NJ; Fargo, ND; Mt. Bethel, PA. He is now the 
pastor of Community of Joy Church in Eagan, MN, and a 
volunteer police chaplain for the city of Eagan.

Friday pm - August 1
Rev. Mark Jarvinen
Community of Joy Church
Eagan, MN

FERGUS FALLS, MN
JULY 30 - AUGUST 1, 2014

CONVENTION SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY

TBD: Continuing Ed.

4:00pm  Registration

7:30pm  Worship

THURSDAY

7:00am Registration

8:30am Worship/Communion

9:30am Convention Business

11:00am Elections

12:00pm  Lunch

1:30pm  Seminar Session #1

3:00pm  Convention Business

4:30pm  Recognition Banquet

7:30pm  Worship

FRIDAY

7:00am  Registration

7:00am  LB Homes

8:30am  Plenary Session

9:30am  Convention Business

11:00am  Bible Hour

12:00pm  Lunch

1:30pm  Convention Business

3:30pm  Seminar Session #2

5:00pm  Dinner

7:00pm  Worship/
 Installation

July 30 - August 1

America’s Best: 218-739-3311  •  AmericInn: 218-739-3900  •  Best Western: 218-739-2211
Comfort Inn: 218-736-5787  •  Motel 7: 218-736-2554  •  Super 8: 218-739-3261 

HOTEL RESERVATIONS
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LIFTING OUR EYES
BEHOLD, THE KING IS COMING! - JOHN 12

CLB BIENNIAL CONVENTION JULY 30 - AUGUST 1, 2014  •  FERGUS FALLS, MN
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I was born in Clearbrook, MN and raised in my faith at Elim 
LBC. After high school, I attended our CLB Bible College. 
I graduated from Rocky Mountain College in Billings, MT, 
where I served Yellowstone LBC as youth director. In 1988 
I graduated from Lutheran Brethren Seminary with a Master 
of Divinity degree. I was a church-planting pastor at Word 
of Life LBC in Fort Collins, CO. I later served Calvary 
Community Church in Fullerton, CA. Currently, I am the 
CLB Council of Directors secretary. My wife Bee and our five 
children live in Eau Claire, WI, where I have been privileged 
to serve as senior pastor of Bethesda LBC for eleven years. 
The CLB has shaped my life; I am eager to see her part in the 
advance of God’s coming kingdom! 

I was born in Minneapolis and baptized into Christ at 
Ebenezer Lutheran Church. God blessed me with parents 
who love me and raised me in a Gospel-centered home in 
LeSueur, MN. After graduation from Hillcrest Academy in 
Fergus Falls, MN (’75), I received a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Mankato State University (’79), a Master of 
Divinity degree from Lutheran Brethren Seminary (’84), and 
a Doctor of Ministry degree from Bethel Seminary (’03). My 
wife Kathie and I have four adult children, one son-in-law, 
and twin grandsons. We live in Moorhead, MN where I have 
served Triumph Lutheran Brethren Church since 1984.

REV. PAUL LARSON
Bethesda LBC, Eau Claire, WI

REV. JEFF SEAVER
Triumph LBC, 
Moorhead, MN/West Fargo, ND

INTERVIEW
Part #2

CLB  •  PO Box 655  •  Fergus Falls, MN 56537  •  Phone: 218-739-3336  •  Website: www.clba.org  •  E-mail: clba@clba.org
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How have you encouraged your congregation to be part of the larger mission of the Church of 
the Lutheran Brethren?

I have always been an eager partner and promoter of the 
CLB mission. I have aspired to connect my congregations 
to the CLB mission by example and influence, having served 
on either the LBS Board, Synodical Council, or Council of 
Directors for most of the past 20 years. 
 I have worked for our church’s partnership with CLB 
International Mission in support of several CLB missionary 
families. In partnership with CLB International Mission, 
our church has adopted the unreached Fulbe people group 
of Chad, and has raised support for numerous mission trips 
to befriend and build bridges of compassion and witness. 
Presently our congregation is seeking the Lord for our next 
Fulbe missionaries. I have, with other church leadership, 
encouraged and supported six young leaders to enter our 
seminary or seek colloquy with the CLB. Additionally, our 
church has embraced its role as a receiver of our seminary’s 
ministry, and been a first ministry setting for five of our 
seminary’s graduates. 
 We have encultured a rich partnership with both Inspiration 
Point and our YC (youth convention) ministries, in sending 
and supporting students, and in supplying leadership. I have 
been privileged to accompany groups, and have been a speaker 
at both. Our congregation had the privilege of releasing a 
nucleus of lay leaders and an associate pastor for the rebirth 
of our sister congregation in Colfax, WI. Our congregation 
frequently highlights CLB ministries in our communications, 
and utilizes CLB leaders as teachers and speakers. I embrace 
the understanding that the local church is the CLB, and have 
been deliberate in influencing that ownership.

Our most basic engagement at Triumph LBC in the larger 
mission of the CLB is consistent support of its ministries 
through our general budget. This has become part of the 
culture of the church. We see our support of the CLB as 
integral to our ministry.
 Our World Mission Ministry Team continues to keep the 
Bilala people of Chad, Africa before the congregation. We 
“adopted” this unreached people group in 2003 and have 
supported several trips to Chad to engage the church in this 
vision. Triumph has raised funds to provide water wells and 
mosquito nets in Bilala villages. We were blessed to host the 
Holzners on a home assignment. We currently are raising 
funds to help with the outfitting costs for the Bronsons. We 
make the Bilala a weekly prayer focus at Triumph. We are 
praying that God would call another missionary family from 
our midst to join the Bronsons in bringing the Gospel to the 
Bilala.
 We see the planting of a second campus of our church as 
consistent with the goals of CLB North American Mission. 
We remain open to how the Lord might direct Triumph in 
continuing to reach out to our community and region. We 
raised funds this past year to support the Fifth Act initiative 
to plant CLB churches in major cities.
 I presently serve on the board of Lutheran Brethren 
Seminary and as an adjunct professor in the area of 
congregational leadership. 

REV. PAUL LARSON REV. JEFF SEAVER

Q:
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What is your vision for the Church of the Lutheran Brethren?

My prayer is that we as the CLB would serve God together, 
with a humble and open awareness that Jesus is Lord of his 
world-wide Church which includes us. We are blessed to be 
one part of the living expression of Jesus today. My prayer is 
that we remain committed to both hearing and responding to 
God’s Word because we really believe it is his Word.
 Jesus is described in John 1:14 as being full of grace and 
truth. We are his people, his body. These are challenging days 
to reflect both his grace and his truth as we deal with difficult 
issues on many fronts. My prayer is that Jesus would be 
pleased with how we refuse to let go of either grace or truth, 
even when there is significant pressure to do so.
 Jesus commissioned us to make disciples. He showed us 
how, and promised to be with us as we do it. He poured his 
life into his disciples who in turn would do the same for those 
to whom they brought the Gospel—baptizing and teaching, 
sharing the Word and sharing life. It would be wonderful 
if “disciples making disciples” would be the culture of our 
church rather than merely a program of the church.
 I support the “Lifting Our Eyes” vision recently released 
by the CLB. I believe it would honor Jesus to send four 
more missionary units to unreached peoples, plant five 
new congregations, and make the seminary more available 
through online instruction over the next five years.

We have a treasure to share, a grace-centered Gospel to share 
with the world and the Church. Rather than a protected box in 
isolation, we must envision ourselves and our theology as a 
magnet, inviting people to come, explore, dialogue, and gain 
life. We must remain biblically and theologically solid, while 
freshly learning to extend the Gospel both as a gathered and 
dispersed Church in an increasingly post-Christian culture. 
We have a great opportunity to minister to and alongside 
generations growing up among us, shaping a more defined 
CLB as these young adults choose churches, missions and 
further education.
 The CLB must invigorate our mission to plant churches 
nationally and internationally. And, we must do so 
considering the challenges and opportunities of our day 
such as cost, partnerships, planting teams, tentmaking, and 
distance learning. We must seek to nurture healthy leaders 
and churches where ownership and community trump 
consumerism. We must aspire to bring the varying character 
and convictions of our denomination together. We must be 
authentically humble and servant-hearted in our theology 
and character, defined neither by legalistic negatives nor by 
theological swagger. While we brace against any voice that 
makes the Law our Gospel, we also anticipate that the Gospel 
calls people to “gospel lives.”
 We do have a treasure to share! I do not believe our 
mission is simply to survive. However God would expend 
or expand us for His Kingdom’s sake, we are stewards of his 
Gospel, with unique gifts and strengths to bless his body and 
the world.

REV. PAUL LARSON REV. JEFF SEAVER

Q:
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 Online at: www.clba.org/candidates
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Tjelta Ordained

(L to R) Mark Olson, Dr. Joel Nordtvedt, Rev. Harold Tjelta, 
Rev. Paul Tjelta, Dale Nelson, David Falkers, and Lester Rognstad

On January 26, 2014, Paul Tjelta was ordained as a 
CLB Pastor at Bethesda Lutheran Brethren Church 
in Westby, WI. Regional Pastor Joel Nordtvedt 
performed the ordination. 

Eastern Region Elder Retreat

Over 50 elders and pastors in the Eastern Region gathered at Tuscarora 
Inn & Conference Center in Mount Bethel, PA on March 21-22 to 
participate in a blessed time of worship, prayer, encouragement and 
edification.
 Greg Anderson, Executive Director of Inspiration Point Christian 
Camp & Retreat Center, was the primary speaker. Greg addressed the 
practical side of team ministry in the church. His sessions included: 
guidance on how to best use elder meetings with the goal of better 
knowing the Shepherd and shepherding his flock, the nature of the 
elder/pastor relationships in the church, love in action, and serving 
others.
 Pastor Fred Scragg of Bethel Lutheran Brethren Church in Huntington 
Station, NY led a session on the basics of sermon preparation and 
preaching. Elder Jim Bossert, Bethany LBC, Staten Island, NY, led a 
session on shepherding the flock through caring and connecting.
 In addition to those previously mentioned, thanks also goes out to 
Elder Ernie Ricciardelli, Bethel LBC, Huntington Station, NY, Pastor 
Roger Viksnes, Bethany LBC, East Hartland, CT and Pastor Warren 
Geraghty, Regional Pastor, for their organization and leadership of this 
event. Thanks also to Brian Abrahamsen and the entire Tuscarora Inn 
team for the accommodations and food.
 Through our time of fellowship, learning and sharing together under 
the Word of God, the elders and pastors of the Eastern Region were 
refreshed and encouraged in their ministries and reminded of God’s 
great love for us in Christ Jesus.

Pastor Mike Edwards serves Good News LBC in McAlisterville, PA.

Greg Anderson addresses the practical side of team ministry in the Church 

COD Meeting
President Joel Egge led his final Council of Directors 
meeting April 10-11, 2014, opening with 2 Corinthians 
4:18, “...we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what 
is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what 
is unseen is eternal.” The meeting mainly focused 
on the Church of the Lutheran Brethren’s five-
year goals, which include: helping plant five new 
churches, sending four missionaries, and expanding 
our seminary’s distance education program. 
 The council approved the ordination of Doug 
Rogness, Gregory Solberg and Brian Kiefat, as well 
as the listing of Danny Krause on the CLB clergy 
roster. The COD also affirmed the appointment of 
Rev. Roger Olson as the Canadian Regional Pastor 
by Church of the Lutheran Brethren Canada. 

The meeting minutes will be posted online when 
ready: www.clba.org/leadership

Tim Mathiesen serves as Director of Communication and 
Prayer for the Church of the Lutheran Brethren.
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Essential for Life
verybody’s got a water story. In this issue of Faith & 
Fellowship alone, we hear about the power of ocean 
waves, the wonderful benefits of clean water from new 

wells in Chad, and the danger of water that appears to be safe 
but is actually poisoned.
 Over the last few years, our writers have shared their 
experiences following the devastating tsunami that struck 
northern Japan and the destructive Hurricane Sandy that 
battered the US East Coast. We read about the impact of 
the Souris River flood on Minot, North Dakota and—on the 
individual scale—a near-drowning in frigid water below the 
ice of a frozen Minnesota lake.
 The stories are dramatic. Thinking back, I realize that I 
also have had memorable water-related experiences, some 
wonderful and some frightening. If you take but a few moments 
to think about it, you will realize that you have your own water 
stories. And if you think about recent conversations you’ve 
had, you will realize that we tend to share our water stories 
often.
 In the last few weeks, I’ve heard people recall their terror at 
being caught in an ocean wave or being carried off by a riptide. 
A prairie-born non-swimmer described his fear of water. A 
farmer discussed contrasting spring snow melts: one year the 
fields are slow draining and it’s impossible to seed the crop in 
time for the required growing season, the next year the snow 
melts at just the right pace so that the crop can get a good start.
 We’ve all got our water stories. We can’t live on this planet 
without having water stories. In fact, we can’t live at all without 
water. It’s essential for life.
 Jesus said to the woman at the well, “If you knew the gift of 
God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have 
asked him and he would have given you living water” (John 
4:10). Later, at the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus shouted, “Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes 
in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow 
from within them” (John 7:37b-38). In the book of Revelation, 
we are given a picture of eternity for believers: “For the Lamb 
[Jesus] at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; ‘he 
will lead them to springs of living water’” (7:17a).
 We need water to maintain physical life and health. The earth 
itself depends on water. Our many water stories give us insight 
into the living water that Jesus offers. Our spirits must drink 
from Jesus’ Spirit through faith in him, or we have no spiritual 
or eternal life.

Rev. Brent Juliot teaches math at Hillcrest Lutheran Academy, and serves 
as pastor at Stavanger Lutheran Church in Fergus Falls, MN.
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LIFTING OUR EYES
BEHOLD, THE KING IS COMING! - JOHN 12
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