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Quiet Moments

Have Faith in God!

from what I have left in his hands. Is
he not able to care for it? Is his arm too
weak? Does he lack means? Does he not
have the solution?
Have faith in God! He cannot fail the one
he has bought with the blood of Christ. He
cares for you.

H.E. WISLØFF

To place everything in the hand of God is the undeserved
joy of a child of God. All! Nothing is too great, nor anything
too small.
When a believer does not do this, it shows lack of faith in
God. It reveals also a heart that is dependent on itself and a
mind that has not learned that which is the very pulse beat
of the Christian life, a holy dependence on God.
It is our loss that we neglect this great privilege of casting
all our care on him. If we did, our lives would be quite
different—healthy, harmonious and triumphant.
It shows also, a lack of faith when Christians continue to
carry what they once left in God’s hands. I am delivered
2
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Hans Edvard Wisløff (1902—1969) was a Norwegian theologian and writer.
He was also the Bishop of the Diocese of Sør-Hålogaland from 1959 until his
death in 1969.
Wisløff, H.E., Quiet Moments on the Way Home. Fergus Falls, MN: Faith &
Fellowship Press, 1993.
The CLB Prayer Team is on call to pray for requests from our family of churches.
E-mail: pray@prayclb.org
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Glimpse
Superman
A few weeks ago my wife was watching
television with our son. He is three. As
she clicked through the channels they
suddenly saw Superman in an epic battle
with his arch nemesis, General Zod.
“This, mommy, this! I want this!” said
our boy. This was not a cartoon. This was
a Hollywood feature film, and the battle
looked very real. As they watched for a
few minutes, my wife wondered if our
son knew the difference between reality
and fiction. She began with a question,
“Do you know who Superman is?” she
asked. Our son thought for a second, and
said, “Yah, it’s Daddy.”
As she told me the story later that
evening, I immediately realized how he
came to that conclusion. Many times
I’ve invoked Superman’s name as I’ve
picked my son up and flown him around
our living room, spinning in circles and
humming Superman’s theme song as he
laughed. It’s clear to me now, that instead
of imagining himself as Superman flying
through the air, he was trusting that he
was safe and protected in the hands of his
father, his Superman!
MATTHEW 18:1-4
The disciples came to Jesus and asked,
“Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven?”
He called a little child to him, and
placed the child among them. And he said:
“Truly I tell you, unless you change and
become like little children, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore,
whoever takes the lowly position of this
child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven. And whoever welcomes one such
child in my name welcomes me.”
When Jesus spoke of our relationship
with God, he said that we must change
and become like little children or we
www.ffmagazine.org

TROY TYSDAL

Ryan King999/iStock/Thinkstock”

will never enter the kingdom of heaven
(Matthew 18:3). This is not a declaration
of the innocence of children, but a
celebration of their weakness and faith.
You see, a child understands its need for
protection and a child humbly trusts that
its parents can provide.
So often we trust in our own strength and
in our own power. We see sin seemingly
raging uncontained in our world and we
feel as though there is no hope except the
hope we have in ourselves.
Jesus tells us to change, to become like
little children, humbly trusting that our
Father in heaven can provide. Though
the world tosses us into the air, we trust
in God. Though the world spins us in
circles, we trust in God. Though the
world rages against us, we trust in God. A
child does nothing for itself. Those who
wish to enter the kingdom of heaven must
first put their trust in the one who came
from heaven, Jesus Christ.
The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ is
God in the flesh, one with the Father, yet
born of a woman, fully God, yet fully
man. Jesus took the sins of the world
upon himself and he was crushed for
our iniquities. He was pierced for our

transgressions. The punishment that
brought us peace was placed upon him,
and by his wounds we are healed (Isaiah
53:5).
Though the world rages against us, the
battle has been won. Though the devil
grasps at our souls, the victory is secured.
Humble yourself! Trust not in your own
strength and power, but trust in God. He
has heard our cry, and he has answered.
Our souls are safe and protected in the
hands of our Savior, the only Superman,
Jesus Christ.
Rev. Troy Tysdal is Church Resource Coordinator
for the Church of the Lutheran Brethren and
serves as publisher for Faith & Fellowship
magazine.
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Visit Faith & Fellowship online at:
www.faithandfellowship.org
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A Child’s Death
and a Father’s Compassion
PAUL TJELTA

T

here are times in life when I am
able to identify with specific
individuals in Scripture. Perhaps
I see in them something that I see in
myself, or maybe their circumstances
are similar to mine. Here is one of those
cases: “Then a man named Jairus, a
synagogue leader, came and fell at Jesus’
feet, pleading with him to come to his
house because his only daughter, a girl
of about twelve, was dying” (Luke 8:4142a).
I’m a pastor and Jairus was an official
of the synagogue. Similar situation?
Maybe. But here is the real kicker—“his
only daughter, a girl of about twelve.”
Jairus had a twelve-year-old daughter.
I have a twelve-year-old daughter! My
daughter is one of the delights of my life.
She loves music and horses. She has this
long blonde hair that flies around like
crazy. She is forever singing a made-up
song or creating a new story to tell to her
brothers and sisters. I can relate to Jairus!
I’m sure he watched his daughter and his
heart swelled with love and pride. I can
identify with the joys and emotions of
a father-daughter relationship just as he
did. Because of this shared experience,
what comes next hits me like a punch to
the gut—she was dying.
His twelve-year-old daughter was
4

dying! In my mind I can picture my own
dearly loved daughter and imagine how
it would feel to say of my own daughter,
“She is dying.” The father emotions
within me start to boil up. I’ve had small
tastes of this... holding my badly injured
child in a moment of panic and fear,
seeing my child emotionally crushed
and wanting desperately to spare them
the pain. These emotions are the result
of a father’s love and compassion for
his child who is suffering. I understand
perhaps a little bit of what Jairus felt, the
deep longing to spare his daughter from
suffering, to keep his daughter alive so he
can enjoy sharing life with her—desires
that spring from a father’s compassion. I
can identify with the compassion a father
has for his child!
Now consider those thoughts and
feelings, the compassion of a father for
his twelve-year-old daughter, as you hear
this statement concerning God: “As a
father has compassion on his children,
so the Lord has compassion on those
who fear him” (Psalm 103:13). Jairus
fell before Jesus, imploring, pleading,
begging him to spare the life of his
daughter. Could God’s compassion on his
children resemble the compassion and
love Jairus had for his dying daughter and
that I have for my daughter?

God, our Father, has compassion on
his children! To understand this, we
need look no farther than the rising sun
that brings light, warmth, and life to this
earth. Or the rain that falls to water the
plants that become our food. Out of his
love and compassion God gives sunshine
and rain to all people (Matthew 5:45).
In one sense we are all his children
because we are all created by God. He
formed the first man, Adam, and breathed
life into him. He gave that same breath
of life to the first woman, Eve. From
Adam and Eve, right down to the current
seven billion humans on earth, we are all
dependent on God for our very existence.
And in his great compassion, God
continues to give us life and preserve our
lives. This is the compassion of God for
all people.
But to really understand God’s
compassion, we need to take into account
the ending of Psalm 103:13, “... so the
Lord has compassion on those who fear
him.” The fear of God is described, in
the Apology of the Augsburg Confession,
Article XII, as “an anxiety that has been
joined with faith.” There is a special
compassion experienced by those who
have been brought by God’s grace to
the reverential fear of the Lord in faith.
This compassion, this love, of God is
Faith & Fellowship

ultimately realized only when we are brought to faith
in the saving work of Jesus Christ. It is here that we
see the full compassion that the Father has on his child
as God gives himself—in God the Son—the sacrifice
for our sin to spare us the suffering of hell and give
us instead eternal life with him. The Father sees his
child, suffering under the condemnation the child
rightly deserves, and in pure love and compassion
makes the only provision possible to save the child
from its fate. “But God demonstrates his own love
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died
for us” (Romans 5:8). Here we have a compassion
immeasurably beyond what an earthly father can
express toward his child. As the hymn writer said, this
truly is “love divine, all loves excelling!”
At certain times in life I find that I am able to
identify with specific individuals in Scripture. In this
case I see myself in Jairus. But even more, I see myself
in that dead twelve-year-old girl. As I lay condemned
to eternal death by the sin into which I was born and
willingly wallow, Jesus Christ gave his blood to atone
for my sin. The Father in his compassion took my
hand and called, “Child, Arise!” And by God’s grace I
received eternal life. The gift of a Father’s compassion
for his child!

www.ffmagazine.org
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Rev. Paul Tjelta serves as pastor of Bethesda Lutheran Brethren
Church in Westby, Wisconsin.

TAGSTOCK1/iStock/Thinkstock”

The Mothering Heart of God
GAYLAN MATHIESEN

M

ikiko shared a room in the
hospital cancer ward with
Taeko, a member of our New
Life Church in Sendai, Japan. Mikiko
asked Taeko how she could wake up
every morning with a smile, even though
she had cancer like everyone else in the
ward. She had also seen Taeko reading
the Bible, and wondered if perhaps that
was the source of her joy. Mikiko was
a bright young woman: a member of
the Japan Communist Party, she studied
social and political issues, but she had
6

never witnessed anything like this before.
Taeko happily shared the source of her
faith with Mikiko, and arranged for my
wife Joy and me to meet her and share
Scripture with her. We had a wonderful
visit, and Mikiko seemed deeply
appreciative of our time together.
Later on, Joy and I made another visit
to the hospital to call on Mikiko. Hospital
visits are always a little scary for me—it’s
hard to predict what one will encounter,
and I often don’t really know what to read
or say until I get there. But I go because

I know that the person I’m visiting needs
to hear a word from the Lord, and to
know that God cares. We depend on the
Holy Spirit in these situations. That day
as I stepped out of the car I asked God to
give me just the right verse or passage of
Scripture to share.
As Joy and I met with Mikiko, we
discussed her treatment and how she
was progressing. Then I asked her if it
would be all right to read to her from the
Bible and pray with her. She responded
enthusiastically, eager to hear again
Faith & Fellowship

“Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the
child she has borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you!”
			

from that Book that brought such joy
and peace to Taeko. I opened my Bible
to Isaiah 49:15 and read, “Can a mother
forget the baby at her breast and have no
compassion on the child she has borne?
Though she may forget, I will not forget
you!”
What happened next was something I
had never witnessed before, and never
have since. Mikiko’s eyes teared up, and
with desperation in her voice she said to
us, “How did you know?!” I looked over
to Joy for help at that point—did I miss
something? But Joy was just as clueless
as I was concerning Mikiko’s emotional
response. Mikiko pressed us further, “Did
someone tell you?!” It took a bit of effort
on our part to convince Mikiko that we
had no idea what she was referring to.
Through her tears she told us, “When I
was a just a baby, my mother gave me
away to another family. In that family I
was not loved and I was never treated like
the other children, so I have never known
a mother’s love. But now, through these
words that you just read, God is telling
me that he is my mother!”
Mikiko had grown up with the pain
of being an adopted child who never
experienced parental affection. But that
day in the hospital lounge God revealed
himself to Mikiko as her loving Mother.
“Though she may forget, I will not forget
you!” God had been searching her out all
those years, and now Mikiko was back
home.
It took many years for Mikiko and her
Mothering God to get acquainted through
Bible study and fellowship with other
believers. A couple of years later our
family returned to ministry in the United
States. Eight years after that we received
a letter from the pastor of New Life
Church. Enclosed was a copy of Mikiko’s
baptismal testimony and a photograph
www.ffmagazine.org

Isaiah 49:15

of her smiling and holding a bouquet of
flowers in celebration of her baptism. She
began her testimony with her account
of that day with us when she first heard
God’s loving words to her from Isaiah
49:15.
That day in the hospital has never left
me. The way that God revealed himself in
that verse, and the way he used that image
to speak to Mikiko, has intrigued me
deeply. Could it be that God does not have
as much trouble getting in touch with his
“feminine side” as we do imagining that
he has one? (“…in the image of God he
created them; male and female he created
them” Genesis 1:27.) Of course, we must
be careful to distinguish between simile
and reality, to distinguish between God
saying what he is like, and what he is.
The Bible is full of literary images for
God. Some are inanimate, such as a
stone, a fortress, or a fountain of living
waters. In such cases there is little danger
of confusing simile with reality. Then
there are animate images, where God
is compared to a father, a shepherd, a
warrior or farmer. Here it might be easier
to confuse “God is” with “God is like.”
But then like a corrective, lest we think
of God only in male imagery, we see
God revealing himself through feminine
images. For example, in Psalm 17:8
he is like a mother bird, sheltering her
young under her wings. Then there are
images of God nursing and giving birth
(Psalm 131; Isaiah 42; Isaiah 49). Even in
creation God is depicted as brooding over
the waters (Genesis 1:1). Jesus spoke of
wanting to gather Israel like a hen gathers
her chicks (Matthew 23:37).
So then, what did these feminine figures
of speech mean for Israel? The book of
Isaiah begins with the words, “I reared
children and brought them up, but they
have rebelled against me” (1:2b). Then,

in 42:14, God assumes the image of a
woman in childbirth. “For a long time I
have kept silent, I have been quiet and
held myself back. But now, like a woman
in childbirth, I cry out, I gasp and pant.”
As a woman late in pregnancy is anxious
for her baby to come out into the world,
God grew impatient for Israel to be ready
for deliverance. He brought Israel to
Babylon to purify them that he might be
glorified among the nations, but it had
become a very long process. As human
parents do not give up on their children,
even more so God does not give up on us.
He disciplines, he nurtures, he fights our
enemies, and he stands with us when we
fall.
This imagery continues in chapter 49,
where we find the verse that spoke to
Mikiko that day. At times God shows
himself as a warrior, at times as a
disciplining or loving and tender father.
But at those times when Israel needed
his assurance and tenderness, he likened
himself to a mother bird fluffing the nest
and carrying her young on her back, or
to a human mother, crying out in labor
and giving birth, cradling and nursing
her infant child. “Can a mother forget the
baby at her breast and have no compassion
on the child she has borne? Though she
may forget, I will not forget you!” All of
these images lead us to the day when the
very Son of God, our Lord and Savior,
would take on flesh, and himself be born
of woman.
Dr. Gaylan Mathiesen, Ph.D. is Professor of
Missions at Lutheran Brethren Seminary, Fergus
Falls, MN.

Visit LBS online at: www.LBS.edu
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The Missing
Commandment
OMAR GJERNESS

I

was “channel surfing” on my TV one
night when I ran across a program
called “Bible Quiz.” Jeff Foxworthy
was asking Bible questions and there
were opposing teams who would try to
answer.
So I thought I’d match wits with them.
Things went fine until he asked them
to name the Ten Commandments. My
reaction was to ask, “Which one of the
three lists do you want?” Obviously the
committee that formed the questions for
the show were themselves not aware of
the answer.
In the Bible passage we call the Ten
Commandments, the commandments
are not numbered. Which one is the first,
the second, the third, the fourth, and so
on? Three different religious groups
have come up with different ways of
numbering the Ten Commandments.
8
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The Jews counted the initial statement,
“I am the Lord your God,” as being
the first commandment. Their second
commandment was then, “You shall
have no other gods before me.” The
other commandments follow as we
might expect—but they had only one
commandment on coveting at the end.
The Christian Church from historic
times did not accept that initial statement
(“I am the Lord your God”) as a separate
commandment, but rather as something
implied in their first commandment, “You
shall have no other gods before me.”
The Church then had the same order of
commandments until the end, where they
had two commandments on coveting, one
dealing with real estate and the other with
living beings. It is different to lust after
your neighbor’s wife than to lust after a
plot of forty acres. So there were Ten.

At the time of the Protestant
Reformation, one group felt that the
Roman Church was worshiping its art
and statues. Think of the Sistine Chapel
ceiling, the Pieta, and other great works of
art. So this particular group of Protestants
included the statement, “You shall not
make for yourself an image [to worship],”
as being the second commandment. This
group of Protestants then reduced the two
commandments on coveting to one again,
so that they also had Ten.
This statement, “You shall not make
for yourself an image,” is in the biblical
texts of the Ten Commandments (Exodus
20:1-17, Deuteronomy 5:6-21). But both
the Jews and the early Church felt this
was simply part of the explanation of
the previous commandment, “You shall
have no other gods before me.” Luther, in
agreement with the early Church, felt that
Faith & Fellowship

The Ten Commandments as numbered in the Septuagint

the words “for yourself” implied that it
was immoral if the artwork was actually
worshiped, but that art was not in itself
immoral. Not even in a church.
I soon turned off the TV, went
to bed and tried to recall the Ten
Commandments. No matter which of
the three lists I would follow, going over
them again and again in my mind, I could
only come up with nine commandments.
I was missing a commandment. That
was a little embarrassing. I had taught
literally hundreds of confirmands. At
59th Street Church in Brooklyn, we
had large confirmation classes. I was a
pastor and theologian. I kept counting my
commandments. But I only got nine.
I thought that if I considered the evil
that fallen mankind did, the answer
would come to me. We lie. We steal. We
kill, we commit adultery… But I went to
www.ffmagazine.org

sleep with only nine commandments. I
was missing one.
So in the morning I dug out my
catechism. The missing commandment
was, “Honor your father and mother…”
How could I have missed that when I
was recounting the sins of fallen man?
This commandment is wildly sinned
against today. With the break-up of so
many families and the rejection of the
traditional (and I might add biblical)
family there is little honoring of father
and mother in our culture.
In times past, the greatest transgression
of this commandment came from
rebellious children. I believe that today
the greatest offense is in the breakdown
of the family, and the offense comes from
parents more than children.
Presently, one in four children are
raised without a father or without a

mother in the home. That’s over 22
million children being raised in single
parent homes in Canada and the United
States. That number has doubled in the
past 50 years. There are single parents
who have lost their mates, and many of
them have done an exceptional job of
raising their children. But tragically there
are too many children in this world today
growing up without the love and guidance
of both parents.
Perhaps I am not the only one who
forgot the fourth (or fifth) commandment.
Rev. Omar Gjerness graduated from Lutheran
Brethren Seminary (LBS) in 1945. He has served
Lutheran Brethren congregations in Montana,
Saskatchewan, New York and California. In
1962 he became professor of systematic theology
at LBS, and in 1984 he became president of LBS.
Pastor Gjerness retired in 1993 and lives in
Fergus Falls, MN.
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Our Father Who is in Heaven
ROY HEGGLAND

W

hen we hear the words Our
Father we immediately think
of the Lord’s Prayer. We begin
the Lord’s Prayer by acknowledging that
God is our Father. The first phrase of the
prayer, Our Father who is in heaven,
reminds us that we are counted among
the multitudes who are children of the
Almighty God, together with Jesus the
Son, who made this relationship possible.
Secondly, because he is our Father, we
know that we are praying to someone who
loves us and wants what is best for us.
Finally, because he is in heaven, which is
the center of all power and authority and
dominion, he alone is the one who can
rescue us and bring us into his family.
One of my favorite passages of Scripture
is the story of the Prodigal Son (perhaps
better titled the Forgiving Father) in Luke
15:11-32. It gives us a glimpse of our
loving and caring heavenly Father. When
the wayward, rebellious son “comes
to his senses” and returns to his father,
we have this wonderful account of the
father’s reaction in verses 20-24:
“But while he was still a long way off,
his father saw him and felt compassion,
and ran and embraced him and kissed
him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I
have sinned against heaven and before
you. I am no longer worthy to be called
your son.’ But the father said to his
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe,
and put it on him, and put a ring on his
hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate. For this my son was dead, and
is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’
And they began to celebrate” (ESV).
The father, who has been watching and
waiting, runs to embrace and kiss the son,
signifying that the son, dirty and defiled,
is accepted and forgiven. Then the
father clothes the son with the best robe,
10
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signifying that the son has a position of
honor in the father’s family; places a ring
upon the son’s hand, signifying that he
has a place of authority in the household;
and places sandals upon the son’s feet,
signifying that the son is free and not
a slave. Finally, the father celebrates
the son’s “return from the dead” with a
great feast, demonstrating that the son
has brought great joy to the father. This
is a picture of how our heavenly Father
welcomes us to new life in his family and
lavishes us with his gifts. Our Father who
is in heaven gives us these gifts because
of his perfect Son Jesus, who paid the
price for these gifts.
The parable in Luke doesn’t tell us,

‘The return of the prodigal son’, Rembrandt

but I like to think that the younger son
went on to serve his father faithfully and
joyfully, in gratitude for the love, grace
and forgiveness that he was shown. The
heart of true stewardship is knowing that
our Father who is in heaven is the one
who has rescued us from death, received
us into his family, and given us all things
in Jesus Christ. He alone is worthy of our
worship. All that we are and have is now
freed to be used to glorify and serve him.
Thanks to God that he is pleased to be
our Father.
Roy Heggland serves the Church of the Lutheran
Brethren as Associate for Biblical Stewardship.
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Rest and Recharge
CHERYL OLSEN

S

he traced around her fingers on
a piece of colored construction
paper. Lifting her hand, she
paused, contemplating the simple linedrawing, and wrote one of her prayer
concerns inside the outline of her hand.
Pullingadifferenthandoutlinefrom
the nearby basket, she placed her own
hand on top of another woman’s recently
traced handprint, and closed her eyes in
prayer. As she touched the spot where
someone else had placed their hand only
minutes before, she touched heaven for
her sister-believer. It was, somehow,
a powerful connection! And knowing
that someone would be praying for her
in the same way, within the hour, was a
comforting and defining moment.
Thiswasjustoneofthecontemplative
activities during a recent Women’s
Retreat. As women moved quietly from
table to table at their own pace, they were
given opportunities to write spiritual
lessons they’d learned on smooth rocks—
“stones of remembrance.” They were
also invited to read and reflect anew on
the words of ancient hymns; to write a
note-card of thanks; and in a variety of
ways to individually pray, praise, thank
and worship our heavenly Father.
How can we refresh, renew and
recharge our connection with God?
Usually just getting away from the
regular routine begins the slowdown, the
rest. God our Father wisely built in some
rhythms of rest for human beings. Each
night we rest. Each week, he designed
a day of rest! In the Old Testament, he
proclaimed several festivals each year
where people would gather together to
feast, celebrate his faithfulness and love,
and connect with each other. Every seven
years, even the land had a rest! Every
fifty years, on the “year of Jubilee,” an
even greater celebration was planned.
www.ffmagazine.org

Today,for womenwithdemanding
work schedules, for exhausted moms
with young children, for many trying
to balance work and family, for retired
women trying to re-focus, a Women’s
Retreat offers a break. A rest. A connection
with God, and with other women.
This past year there have been
individual church retreats, Pastors’ Wives
Retreats, Region-wide Retreats, and
additional retreats at the CLB Conference
Centers—Tuscarora Inn and Inspiration
Point. Each retreat is unique! They’ve
included a variety of options from a
Color Run, chef’s demos, Pinterest-type
crafts, and hot-tubbing, to a Prayer Walk,
round-table discussions, and seminars to
dig deeper spiritually.
Commentsfromthreeretreats(twoon
opposite coasts) reflect how God is using
this time away:
•
•

•

“We had a great weekend!! Lots of
laughter, tears and prayer!”
“Thank you…for your gifts of music
that softens my heart and causes
my tears to flow like liquid prayers
which go straight to the ears of God.”
“Thank you for your teaching! I am
still using ‘stop, drop and pray’ and
A-Z praises on a DAILY basis.”

Needrest?Plannowto“retreat”toa
time away with God and anticipate him
sending you home rested and recharged!
Cheryl Olsen is Information Coordinator for
Women’s Ministries of the CLB.
***See wmclb.com for schedules of upcoming
retreats, pictures of past retreats, and ideas for
planning retreats.
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Journey

to Chad
PART 6
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The Bronson Boys: Jonah, Ezekiel, Samuel, and Theo

Complications on the Journey
THE JOURNAL OF DANNY AND MANDY BRONSON

W

e’re wrapping up our time
eventfully here in Albertville,
France. What a year this has
been! It doesn’t seem like we’ve been
here long. But we’ve made progress in
understanding and speaking French;
what we came here to accomplish is
becoming a reality. We see it in our kids,
too. It is hard at times to know how much
they understand and feel comfortable
communicating, but it’s fun to see them
use the language from time to time, such
as to play games with another child at the
park.
Time has especially seemed to fly by
since the birth of our fourth son, Samuel,
on April 2. So much has changed since we
went to the hospital that night, knowing
that his birth was imminent.
12

Samuel appeared perfectly healthy at
first, but after two days it became obvious
something wasn’t quite right. He was
admitted to the NICU for one night, then
transferred to a larger children’s hospital
(one of the best in the country, we hear)
in Grenoble. Only an hour away, but
complicating our lives tremendously.
Over the next six weeks, I made the
trip between the two parts of our family
over 15 times. Mandy stayed at the
Ronald McDonald house to be near and
care for Samuel, while our three other
boys continued in school and daycare.
Occasionally I spent the night in Grenoble
depending on what was happening with
Samuel. During our school holiday we
were all able to be there together for a few
days. We were so happy that my dad and

step-mom were able to come to France
to help out. Samuel was eventually
diagnosed with Hirschsprung’s disease,
requiring surgery to remove a part of his
large intestine that wasn’t working. The
surgery went well, and he came home not
long afterward.
There is much to process in the
aftermath of Samuel’s time in the
hospital. We have many questions that
still don’t necessarily have answers.
There is a lot of uncertainty. For one
thing, our schooling here was disrupted,
although it would be hard to find a better
language immersion program than what
Mandy got in the hospital.
On the positive side, we can see God
working in many ways. We felt the
prayers of the community of believers
Faith & Fellowship

“In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes their steps.”
					

from around the world going up to God.
There were connections made with nurses
and other NICU parents that we pray will
be an opening for the testimony of the
Gospel.
But these events have taken our plan
and turned it on its head. We thought we
would be leaving for Chad now. Instead,
we are headed back to the States. And at
this point we’re not sure for how long.
We need to make sure that Samuel’s
recovery continues to go well. We need
to be adequately prepared for the added
medical risks that he will be facing. There
are questions about possible dietary
restrictions that he may have that will
only be answered in time, as he begins to
eat new foods.
It can seem like there is something
evil going on here, trying to keep us
from God’s call. As we turn and go in
the opposite direction of where we had
planned to go, we think about the Bilala
people, who need to hear the message of
the Gospel. We want to go to them, but at
the same time, we need to take care of the
family God has given us. We wonder why
this isn’t going as we planned.
Two memories keep coming to my
mind as I process all of this. The first is of
the joy of discovering, not long before our
departure for France, that we would be
expecting a fourth child. Along with the
joy came the uncertainty that comes with
www.ffmagazine.org

Proverbs 16:9

any pregnancy. Every parent hopes that
there are no problems, and that a healthy
baby will be born after nine months
of development. For us, there was the
added awareness that some complication
that might be considered a minor thing
for a family in North America could
potentially change our lives completely.
We responded to these concerns with the
assertion that this baby is God’s creation,
and the call on our life is God’s call, and
he will make sure that his plan for both
are aligned.
The second memory is of a conversation
about our calling to the Bilala people
in Chad. There are other missionaries
who have a heart for unreached people
groups in Chad, but have had to return
to the States for various reasons, some
of them health related. In light of this,
we were asked what we thought of the
possibility that we could be next in line
to face a struggle that would send us back
“prematurely.” In response, I thought of
Joshua near Jericho (Joshua 5:13-15),
as I often do when thinking about the
unknown of the future. When Joshua
asks the man with a drawn sword whose
side he’s on, Israel’s or their enemy’s,
the man answers, “Neither.” The man is
the commander of God’s army, and God
is not on anyone’s side but his own. In
Joshua’s day, God’s revealed plan was to
deliver the city of Jericho to the Israelites.

God hasn’t spelled out what his plan is
for us. We thought it was to be heading to
Chad right now. Especially in this time of
uncertainty, it’s good to be reminded that
I don’t need to worry about God being on
our “side.” He has the best plan out there
for his kingdom to come, and he will
make sure we are where he wants us in
order to accomplish his plan.
Of course, when we processed this
almost a year ago, it was all theoretical.
We never thought it would actually
become reality, because we were certain
that God was calling us to head to Chad
in July 2014. But now it has become a
reality, and as we think about all the
unknowns, and the fact that we will
have to wait longer before being able to
establish a home, it’s good to be reminded
of what we know. Even though it may
seem that our plans have been derailed,
how good it is to remember that God’s
plans are never, ever derailed!
Rev. Danny Bronson is an ordained pastor in the
Church of the Lutheran Brethren.

Is God calling you to mission work?
Contact: dvenberg@clba.org
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A Father’s Perspective
JEFF OLSEN

I

began coaching youth sports in the
fall of 2005 when my oldest daughter
Karissa played soccer for the first
time. I had limited experience playing
youth soccer as a kid, but the club was
short on coaches and I expected to learn
more as I trained this group of five-yearold players. Over the past nine years I
have found that coaching sports teams is
a great way to develop relationships with
my own children and also to get to know
other families in my community.
As my four daughters are getting older
I have wondered if I should move to
the sideline and leave their training to
more experienced individuals. However,
working together with other trainers, I can
still have an active part in my daughters’
development and the success of the team.
I can serve as an assistant coach, a team
manager, a videographer, and in a variety
of other roles.
In a similar way I have noticed that
parents sometimes wonder how actively
involved they should be in the faith
development of their children as they
enter their teen years. Although they may
14
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not want to admit it, parents sometimes
move to the sideline and hand off their
children’s spiritual growth to youth
leaders or others in their church who may
have special gifts or training. However, I
believe that parents must continue to play
a central role in training up their older
children and helping them to establish
a mature relationship with God through
their young adult years.
It can be a struggle to raise children
in today’s post-Christian culture, and
teens especially need to see their parents
actively living out their faith in Jesus
Christ. They also need mentoring from a
variety of mature believers as they seek
to balance the demands of school, social
networks, sports, and other stressful
activities. Furthermore, the teen years
are a perfect time to begin developing
their own biblically informed values and
practicing disciplines like Bible reading,
prayer, and witnessing.
I still have a lot to learn in this area, but
here are a few ideas that I am working on
as a father seeking to train up my children
in their faith.

#1 Creative Devotions
Through the years my wife Heather and
I have experimented with a variety of
traditional Bible reading approaches.
We used story Bibles when our children
were younger and the Daily Walk Bible
more recently. We needed to be flexible
depending on the season of the year,
various school schedules, and different
bedtimes (since we currently have one
child in elementary school, two in middle
school, and one in high school).
One of the more useful tools we have
used with our girls is the You Version
Bible app (www.Bible.com). They enjoy
spending time on their iPods and other
devices, so I try to encourage them to
make the Bible the first app they open
each day. With You Version we can all set
up a reading plan, share notes, and see our
progress. In addition, we have also set out
a Family Bible Journal where each person
can write a highlight or application from
the reading that day.
Another idea that has worked well for
us is purchasing a specific sports themed
devotional book and keeping it in our
Faith & Fellowship

car. Saturdays are often filled with soccer
games for our family, so as we travel to the
game I ask our girls to take turns reading
a devotional and praying for God’s
protection over us as we travel and play.
It has been a good part of our weekend
routine, and it is a healthy reminder that
“physical training is of some value, but
godliness has value for all things, holding
promise for both the present life and the
life to come” (1 Timothy 4:8).

others outside of the church. Following
the example of Jesus we want to show
compassion to our neighbors and share
the good news with hurting people around
us. This can be a great way to involve a
variety of generations as we volunteer
with a food pantry or do a service project.
We also seek opportunities to develop
friendships with people through our
school, neighborhood, sports, or other
activities.

#2 Multigenerational Ministry
Because I am the pastor of a smaller home
mission church of 50 to 60 people, it is
natural to involve our children in various
ministry opportunities. On a Sunday
morning we all begin serving together
as we set up in a school cafeteria for our
worship service. After that each member
of the family finds a place of ministry that
fits his or her interests. One will help to
lead worship, another will serve in the
nursery, and another will be part of the
greeting and registration area.
It is also important to teach children
the value of extending God’s love to

#3 Mountaintop Moments
Looking back on my teen years I can still
remember the value of participating in
Winter Weekend youth retreats, working
summers at Bible Camp, and signing up
for Servant Team mission experiences.
These special activities were times
when I grew closer to God and I began
to develop into a more mature follower
of Jesus. Looking to the years ahead, my
wife and I have started putting together a
list of mountaintop moments we want to
give to our children before they graduate
from high school (only four years away
for our oldest daughter). We have already

www.ffmagazine.org

begun to participate with them in several
local events and retreats, and we are
making plans to provide opportunities for
our kids to grow through camp staff and
mission experiences.
Psalm 127 reminds us that children
are a gift from the Lord to us, and they
are also a great responsibility for us.
Thankfully the Lord wants to be the one
who builds our homes, watches over our
communities, and provide for our needs.
So with this in mind we prayerfully
and humbly train up our children in the
Christian faith, and then send them out to
do the good works that God has prepared
in advance for them to do.
Rev. Jeff Olsen serves as pastor of Grace
Community in Wesley Chapel, Florida.
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REV. PAUL LARSON
Bethesda LBC, Eau Claire, WI

REV. JEFF SEAVER
Triumph LBC,
Moorhead, MN/West Fargo, ND

I was born in Clearbrook, MN and raised in my faith at Elim
LBC. After high school, I attended our CLB Bible College.
I graduated from Rocky Mountain College in Billings, MT,
where I served Yellowstone LBC as youth director. In 1988
I graduated from Lutheran Brethren Seminary with a Master
of Divinity degree. I was a church-planting pastor at Word
of Life LBC in Fort Collins, CO. I later served Calvary
Community Church in Fullerton, CA. Currently, I am the
CLB Council of Directors secretary. My wife Bee and our five
children live in Eau Claire, WI, where I have been privileged
to serve as senior pastor of Bethesda LBC for eleven years.
The CLB has shaped my life; I am eager to see her part in the
advance of God’s coming kingdom!

I was born in Minneapolis and baptized into Christ at
Ebenezer Lutheran Church. God blessed me with parents
who love me and raised me in a Gospel-centered home in
LeSueur, MN. After graduation from Hillcrest Academy in
Fergus Falls, MN (’75), I received a Bachelor of Science
degree from Mankato State University (’79), a Master of
Divinity degree from Lutheran Brethren Seminary (’84), and
a Doctor of Ministry degree from Bethel Seminary (’03). My
wife Kathie and I have four adult children, one son-in-law,
and twin grandsons. We live in Moorhead, MN where I have
served Triumph Lutheran Brethren Church since 1984.
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Q:
REV. PAUL

What do you believe is the most effective service you would bring to the CLB as president?

LARSON

I hesitate to answer this question with great certainty because
I expect my most effective service would be summoned and
shaped in time by the broader vantage point of the CLB
from the President’s Office. Given that caveat, I would
anticipate that my most effective service (if the question
intends one single service) would be vision for the Church
and its mission. Other areas in which I believe I could be
effective would be: relatability with people; a diversity of
experience and exposure to varied contexts within the CLB;
an appreciation for this diversity, and a desire and ability to
understand and communicate with each; abilities to engage
individuals and groups as a preacher of God’s Word, and as a
communicator and motivator for Church vision and mission;
an earnest practiced advocate for pastoral and church health;
an observer and student of culture and context; organizational
leadership; administrative skill; skills in tactful negotiation; a
leader who appreciates, relies upon, and gives latitude to the
strengths of surrounding team members.

Q:
REV. PAUL

REV. JEFF

SEAVER

I have always believed that my primary calling at Triumph is
to encourage the congregation to be attentive and responsive
to God’s Word. My calling is to preach and live the Gospel
in relationship with the Lord and the congregation. I believe
the most effective service I could bring would be a personal
attentiveness to his Word and the grace to communicate that
through my influence, in spoken word and relationship, so
that the Church hears God’s Word and responds faithfully.
I understand that there is a necessity for organizational
leadership. I have had experience in leading a multi-staff,
multi-site congregation… never perfectly. I must say that I
often depend on others who are more gifted in this area than
I am. I firmly believe that a church staff or a denominational
leader is called to live the Gospel in relationships. I would
hope that God uses me to encourage a Gospel culture,
supported by enough organizational structure, that God is
honored and his kingdom advances through what we do and
how we do it.

What is your vision for, and the president’s role in, the Lutheran Brethren planting churches in
North America and in other parts of the world?

LARSON

While I support the ideal of local churches and church
clusters being the wellspring of church planting efforts, I
believe the pressures of local congregational life in most
places will need the assistance of denominational leadership
to stir vision, and encourage and network resources. I suspect
part of the role of the president in this will be as a listener,
a vision-caster, and sometimes as one who comes alongside
Regional Pastors as a connector of people and resources for
initiating church planting.
I must also say that I am just as interested in church
revitalization as I am in church planting. Church planting
at its best reaches people unreachable by established
churches; at its worst church planting can be a great
purveyor of consumerism and church transfership, as well
as a dismantling discouragement to established churches. We
must seek to plant healthy churches, and to nurture health in
existing churches.
In a healthy church, community trumps consumerism, and
the church increases because it has a heart for people who are
apart from Christ.
www.ffmagazine.org

REV. JEFF

SEAVER

It seems that disciple-making is most likely to thrive in
church plants that have a shared sense of mission. There is
something about a new plant that creates a setting where
outreach and disciple-making seem more “normal.”
My experience has been in a larger church that opened a
second campus. That seems to be one good approach for a
church with a vision for mission. I am not as aware of what
it takes for an urban church plant, but I’m encouraged by the
vision of the pastors in the Fifth Act.
My colleague, Vern Baardson, recently spent time with
a sister congregation encouraging them in their desire to
church plant. It seems to me that the president’s role is to
seek to know where the Lord is working and encourage those
places, looking for those “fullness of time” situations and
investing in them.

VIDEO INTERVIEWS
Online at: www.clba.org/candidates
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Wednesday pm - JULY 30
President Joel Egge

President of the Church of the
Lutheran Brethren

LIFTING OUR EYES

President Egge served in Marysville, WA; Pasadena, CA;
and Briarcliff Manor, NY before serving as president of
Lutheran Brethren Schools. He has served since 2001 as
president of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren.

BEHOLD, THE KING IS COMING! - JOHN 12

Thursday am - JULY 31
Rev. Jim Erickson

Calvary Community Church
Fullerton, CA

Rev. Erickson served as a missionary in Cameroon, as
well as serving congregations in Minneapolis, MN; Eau
Claire, WI; and Mayville, ND. He currently serves Calvary
Community Church in Fullerton, CA.

CLB

BIENNIAL CONVENTION
God lifts our eyes to him, to the cross, to his glory and to our salvation in
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. God lifts our eyes to him and
to his mission to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ to our neighbors
and around the world.
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FERGUS FALLS, MN
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CONVENTION SCHEDULE

July 30 - August 1

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

8:30am

Continuing Ed.

7:30am

Registration

7:00am

Registration

4:00pm

Registration

8:30am

Worship/Communion

7:00am

7:30pm

Worship

9:30am

Business Session

LB Homes
Annual Meeting

8:30am

Plenary Session

9:30am

Business Session

11:00am Elections
12:00pm Lunch
1:30pm

Seminar Session #1

3:00pm

Business Session

5:00pm

President Egge
Recognition Banquet

(Limited Seating - R.S.V.P. 6/10/14)

7:30pm
HOTEL RESERVATIONS

Worship

11:00am Bible Hour
12:00pm Lunch
1:30pm

Business Session

3:30pm

Seminar Session #2

4:30pm

Regional Clusters

6:30pm

Prayer Gathering

7:00pm

Worship/Installation

America’s Best: 218-739-3311 • AmericInn: 218-739-3900 • Best Western: 218-739-2211
Comfort Inn: 218-736-5787 • Motel 7: 218-736-2554 • Super 8: 218-739-3261

Thursday pm - JULY 31
Professor Brad Pribbenow
Lutheran Brethren Seminary
Fergus Falls, MN

Rev. Pribbenow serves as the Prof. of Old Testament Studies
at Lutheran Brethren Seminary. He served Bethel Lutheran
Church in Fergus Falls, MN. He is currently pursuing his
Doctorate from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO.

Friday am - AUGUST 1
Rev. John Juhl

Lutheran Brethren Fellowship Church
Williston, ND

Rev. Juhl served as a missionary to Kenya. He was received
by colloquy in the Fall of 2005, serving Salem LB Church
in Grand Rapids, MN. He is now the associate pastor at
Lutheran Brethren Fellowship Church in Williston, ND.

Friday pm - AUGUST 1
Rev. Mark Jarvinen

Community of Joy Church
Eagan, MN

Rev. Jarvinen was ordained in 1981. He has served in
Succasunna, NJ; Fargo, ND; Mt. Bethel, PA. He is now the
pastor of Community of Joy Church in Eagan, MN, and a
volunteer police chaplain for the city of Eagan.

Fellowship
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Purifies us
from all sin

Walk
in the light

The blood
of Jesus

1 John 1:7

Elders Ordained

Blessed be
the Memory

Rev. Dan Chell, Steve Tonneson, Pastor Pete Pederson, Rev. Ron Erickson,
Dick Pederson, Scott Skones, Charles Strand, and Tim Chell

On March 9, 2014, Scott Skones was ordained as an
elder at Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Brethren Church
in Minot, ND. Rev. Ron Erickson officiated the
service.

Regional Pastor Joel Nordtvedt, Knut Ronnevik, Tony Rogness,
and Rev. Mark Tungseth

On May 11, 2014, Knut Ronnevik and Tony Rogness
were ordained as elders at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Brethren Church in Fergus Falls, MN. Rev. Mark
Tungseth officiated the service.

Ground Breaking

Allen J. Foss

Allen John Foss, 77, of Colfax, WA, passed away Wednesday, April 23,
2014. Allen was born June 24, 1936 on the family farm near Maddock,
North Dakota to Johnnie and Florence (Skovholt) Foss. He attended
school in Hesper and Maddock and graduated from Hillcrest Lutheran
Academy in Fergus Falls, MN in 1954.
Allen was married to Goldie Stueckle of Dusty, WA on August
24, 1959. He graduated from Concordia College that same year and
taught high school science for a time. He graduated from the Lutheran
Brethren Seminary in Fergus Falls in 1963.
Allen was first called to serve the Bethel Lutheran Brethren Church
in Aitkin, MN and was ordained into the Christian ministry a year later.
He served churches in Aitkin, MN, Bottineau, ND, Ottawa, IL, East
Hartland, CT, Everett, WA and Yuma, AZ from 1963 to 2000 before
retiring in Everett, WA. He served as President for both Eastern and
Western Districts of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren. He also
served as a board member on the CLB Executive Board and Board
of Home Missions. He was the author of two books for Christian
Instruction published by Faith & Fellowship Press (Walking in God’s
Truth and Living in God’s Grace). After retiring in 2000, Allen served
as interim pastor in Marysville and Lynnwood, WA.

Solberg Ordained
On May 4, 2014, Lutheran Brethren Fellowship
Church in Williston, ND embarked on a building
project to remodel their current facility.

Gregory Solberg was ordained as Minister of
the Gospel in the CLB on May 11, 2014, at
Ebenezer Lutheran Brethren Church in Rolette,
ND. Regional Pastor Gary Witkop performed
the ordination.
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ver the last six years, I have been mentored, guided
and taught by a wonderful team of men and women
at the synodical offices of the Church of the Lutheran
Brethren. I had the privilege of serving as part of the Mission
Team (CLB President, Seminary President, Director of
International Mission, Regional Pastor representative, Director
of Finance, and Director of Communications) and I have
had the opportunity to grow in ways I would not have had
anywhere else. I was given room to make mistakes and learn
from them, while being held accountable and trusted to serve
our congregations together in one mission and vision. God has
blessed me with the opportunity to bring a new perspective on
communication between our synodical ministries and our local
congregations.
God is guiding me in a new direction as I now resign from
my position as Director of Communication for the CLB and
take on a new responsibility as Director of Communication
and Connection at Bethel Lutheran Church in Fergus Falls,
Minnesota. I believe that those who have surrounded me during
my time here with the synodical ministries will have no trouble
carrying on the responsibilities that I will be leaving, and I pray
that God will guide them as they decide how to move forward
into the future. God has wonderful plans for the Church of
the Lutheran Brethren. I see great potential and opportunity
as the CLB plans, over the next five years, to send four new
missionaries, help plant five new churches and expand the
reach of distance education at our seminary.
I feel sadness as I leave, but I feel that this is God’s will for
me and my family. Our Father in heaven has a much wider view
of his mission than we do. Somehow, he gathers us together as
sinful people forgiven through Christ’s death on the cross and
empowered and guided by his Word and the Holy Spirit, and he
uses us for his glory.
We plan our future, through prayer and the reading of his
Word, but it is God who guides our steps. We may not always
understand, but we follow him in faith believing that he is in
control and his glory is much, much better than any glory we
could ever bring upon ourselves.
Tim Mathiesen has served as the Director of Communications and Prayer
for the Church of the Lutheran Brethren since May of 2008.
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