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Awaken!
“They will serve the Lord their God and David their king, whom I will raise up.”

Jeremiah 30:9
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What is the greatest gift in the world? I believe it is to possess 
the peace of God. But this “greatest of all” is received gratis. 
It is not bought, it is not inherited, it is not deserved, it is not 
attained. 
 Peace with God is not a fruit of your striving, neither of your 
praying, nor your godliness. Peace is bought, not by you, but 
for you, by him when he died for you on the cross. “The Lord 
has laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6), and “by his 
stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). This is truly the gospel for 
the poor. He is our peace. This is something to cling to when 
everything else we had depended on has failed.
 “Come to me,” Jesus said. This invitation opens the door to 
heaven for the poor.

 If you do not receive peace through grace, you will never 
receive it. If you build your peace on something you have given 
to God, you have never experienced real peace—peace which 
abides. 
 Will you come and receive the greatest of all gifts for nothing? 
If you will not, it will never be yours.

Hans Edvard Wisløff (1902—1969) was a Norwegian theologian and 
writer. He was also the Bishop of the Diocese of Sør-Hålogaland from 1959 
until his death in 1969.

Wisløff, H.E., Quiet Moments on the Way Home. Fergus Falls, MN: Faith 
& Fellowship Press, 1993.

The Gift of Peace
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Glimpse
Nothing to Spare?

TROY TYSDAL

Last Spring I was in Omaha, Nebraska 
with my wife and our two little boys, 
Brycen (5) and Gavin (2). We were there 
to visit the Omaha Zoo... and a very good 
friend who had recently given birth to a 
little girl. On our second day in the city 
we made our way to the Old Market, a 
historic section of downtown Omaha that 
once supplied the region with household 
goods, produce and dairy. It has since 
been turned into a tourist trap filled 
with restaurants, art galleries, and the 
occasional street performer. 
 As we walked Howard Street, Brycen 
and Gavin began to play, wrestling and 
laughing as they stumbled their way 
down the old brick sidewalk. They were 
oblivious to their surroundings and before 
I knew it... before I could regain control... 
they careened toward an old man standing 
in their path. The old man quickly leapt 
to the side and let the boys continue on 
their way. I was embarrassed and began 
to apologize immediately. As the old man 
turned toward me I noticed a big smile 
on his face. He was laughing, sharing 
in the joy of the two little boys who had 
almost knocked him to the ground. “It’s 
all right. No harm done,” said the old 
man. His smile was genuine and sincere. 
He continued with a question, “Do you 
have anything to spare?” Of course I 
did, but my mind was now processing 
the situation. This man was homeless! 
What had he done to bring this upon 
himself? He would probably waste my 
money on drugs or alcohol! “Sorry,” 
I quickly replied, “I’ve got nothing to 
spare.” The old man looked me in the 
eyes, smiled larger than he had before, 
and said, “That’s o.k. Have a great day!” 
As he walked away the words of Jesus 
came into my mind, “Give to everyone 
who begs from you...” (Luke 6:30, ESV). 
I started walking in the other direction, 
following my family, arguing with my 
conscience. “I can’t be expected to feed 

all of Omaha!” I thought to myself. My 
argument was flawed, empty and hollow. 
After taking only a few steps in the other 
direction I was convicted; maybe I could 
buy him lunch. I turned around, but the 
old man was already gone. 

1 JOHN 3:17-18
If anyone has material possessions and 
sees a brother or sister in need but has no 
pity on them, how can the love of God 
be in that person? Dear children, let us 
not love with words or speech but with 
actions and in truth.

 As believers in Jesus Christ we know 
that our salvation comes from Christ 
alone. We know that we can add nothing 
to what he has accomplished for us, and 
yet the Scriptures repeatedly challenge 
us to see the needs of those who are less 
fortunate, to see the world through the 
eyes of God. We are asked to care for the 
poor, we are told to have mercy on the 
foreigner, and we are even encouraged to 
pray for our enemy.
 Why!?!
 Does God not grasp the threat our 
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enemy poses? Does he not understand 
that the addition of more immigrants 
presents serious challenges to our already 
flawed immigration system? Does he 
not know that we have government and 
social programs in place to help the poor?  
 He certainly does! He knows all of 
that... and much more, but his primary 
concern is revealing himself to those 
who do not know him, to those who feel 
abandoned, to those who feel unloved. 
It is to them... that he sends you. He has 
poured his love out, not that we might 
store it away, but that it might fill us up 
and overflow into this world with actions 
and in truth. He sends us out to live our 
lives for him, and when we do, those who 
do not know him... see him. 
 Do you have anything to spare? Of 
course you do! You have Christ, the 
definition of love, a love that flows in you 
and through you... that others might see 
and share in the joy that you have.

Rev. Troy Tysdal is Director of Communications 
and Prayer for the Church of the Lutheran 
Brethren and serves as editor in chief of Faith & 
Fellowship magazine.



He Defends Their Cause
GAYLAN MATHIESEN

4 Faith & Fellowship

“In the sprawling slum of Haiti’s Cité 
Soleil, Placide Simone, 29, offered one 
of her five offspring to a stranger. ‘Take 
one,’ she said, cradling a listless baby and 
motioning toward four rail-thin toddlers, 
none of whom had eaten that day. ‘You 
pick. Just feed them.’” (Richard Stearns, 
There’s a Hole in Our Gospel, Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson, 2010, p. 133.)

t’s not hard to accept that poverty 
exists outside of the West. It’s more 
difficult to imagine that people in 

North America suffer from a lack of basic 
necessities.
 One in six Americans live in poverty, 
and last year one in seven had limited or 
uncertain access to adequate food. These 
are often hard-working adults (some 

I

working more than one job), as well as 
children and seniors forced to go without 
food for several meals, or even days.
 Then there are the homeless: The US 
Department of Veterans Affairs tells 
us that about a third of the homeless in 
our nation are veterans. Most are single, 
come from urban areas, and suffer from 
mental illness, alcohol and/or drug abuse. 
There are 107,000 homeless vets on any 
given night.
 What has this to do with the Church? 
God has revealed his heart to us: “Defend 
the weak and the fatherless; uphold the 
cause of the poor and the oppressed. 
Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver 
them from the hand of the wicked” 
(Psalm 82:3-4). “For you know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 

was rich, yet for your sake he became 
poor, so that you through his poverty 
might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). 
 So how do we become more 
knowledgeable and caring toward our 
hungry neighbors? How does one even 
define poverty? There are two basic 
categories: situational (caused by sudden 
crisis such as loss of job, divorce or severe 
illness, seen as a temporary setback) and 
generational (at least two generations 
lived in poverty, from whom they learned 
survival skills).
 We differ in how we think and view 
the world depending upon whether one 
is from the lower, middle or wealthy 
class. For example, what do we value? 
Relationships (poverty); things (middle 
class); or things no one else has 
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(wealthy). How do we think about time? 
Survive today (poverty); plan for the 
future (middle class); maintain the past 
for future generations (wealthy).
 We can see in examples like these 
that the biggest difference between 
those in poverty, the middle class and 
the wealthy is not money (See www.
urbanventures.org/facts-about-poverty/; 
also see Bill Ehlig and Ruby Payne, 
What Every Church Member Should 
Know About Poverty, available at www.
ahaprocess.com/store). Consequently, 
simply throwing money at the problems 
has little effect, and can do more harm 
than good. We need to see this issue in its 
larger and deeper context—we need to do 
our missionary groundwork in getting to 
know those we want to help.
 There’s a saying, “You are middle 
class because you were raised middle 
class.” What does that mean? That means 
middle class people are taught middle 
class values, a middle class way of 
thinking and have access to middle class 
resources that help them support a middle 
class lifestyle. All classes, including the 
middle class, have unspoken social cues 
and habits or “hidden rules” (See Ehlig 
and Payne). Middle class “hidden rules” 
help the middle class person recover from 
times of situational poverty. 
 But now let’s look at an example of 
generational poverty. This person’s 
focus is on surviving today and she 
lives with the conviction that no matter 
how hard you work you cannot change 
your circumstances. It’s called “learned 
helplessness.”
 A young mother on government 
assistance cared for her children in a 
decent apartment. Welfare reform led 
to her subsidies being reduced, but a 
counselor helped her find a job. After 
several weeks operating a book-binding 
machine, she began to wonder, “Will 
I have to stand at this machine eight 
hours a day for the rest of my life? I’ll go 
nuts!” She told this to her counselor, who 
responded, “Who says you have to do this 

the rest of your life?” Not understanding 
the counselor’s meaning, she said: “But if 
I quit, I’ll lose my apartment, and my kids 
won’t have a decent place to live. What 
can I do?” Her situation seemed hopeless, 
until the counselor explained, “Look, you 
don’t have to stand at a bookbinding 
machine the rest of your life, but only long 
enough to show that you showed up on 
time and did quality work. While you’re 
working this job, you and I can search for 
a better job. By then you’ll have a good 
reference to show your potential new 
employer.” This is a middle class “hidden 
rule” the young mother had never been 
taught. She returned to her bookbinding 
job with hope for her future. 
 Poverty is very complex and 
challenging. To minister to those in 
poverty we need to think biculturally: 
along with our own cultural values, we 
need to understand the cultures of those 
in poverty.
 Churches will find much benefit 
in partnering with like-minded local 
organizations that have experience in 
these areas (for starters, see Ruby Payne’s 
materials at www.ahaprocess.com). Love 
INC is an excellent Christian organization 
that helps local congregations work 
together according to their strengths, 
and they provide training and resources 
for effective ministry to the poor (www.
loveinc.org). Get in touch with local 
food banks, with adult education centers, 
pregnancy centers and others that have 
the expertise your church needs. God’s 
people on mission together as a faith 
community will have an impact, and as 
we do so we can point people beyond the 
deeds to the Christ who makes all things 
new.
 But isn’t this just a lot of Social 
Gospel? We need not fear that working 
out the social implications of the gospel 
will cause us to forget about evangelism. 
The danger of a Social Gospel is not its 
expressions of love, but its bad theology, 
and as the evangelical theologian Samuel 
Escobar put it, “The sad thing is that 

those who have the right theology have 
not applied it to social issues” (Mission 
Trends No. 3, Grand Rapids: William B. 
Eerdmans, 1976, p. 110).
 Jesus and his disciples did not restrict 
the implications of the gospel to the 
hereafter. Loving action is the fruit of 
the gospel and lends credibility to our 
witness in the eyes of those we reach out 
to (Matthew 5:16); we only weaken our 
witness when we pit words and works 
against each other. “Suppose a brother 
or a sister is without clothes and daily 
food. If one of you says to them, ‘Go 
in peace; keep warm and well fed,’ but 
does nothing about their physical needs, 
what good is it? In the same way, faith by 
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, 
is dead” (James 2:15-17).
 But neither can our actions stand alone. 
As Lesslie Newbigin put it, “To a hungry 
man a good meal looks like heaven; when 
he has eaten it he knows that it is not” 
(Mission in Christ’s Way, Friendship 
Press, 1988, p. 11). As we work with 
those trapped in poverty and all that goes 
with it, we want to introduce them to the 
joys of knowing Christ and experiencing 
his kingdom community as well. Making 
disciples includes teaching, which 
takes time. Especially in today’s world, 
making disciples for Jesus includes their 
experiencing the agape fellowship of the 
believing community along with hearing 
the proclamation of the gospel.

Dr. Gaylan Mathiesen, Ph.D is the author of 
A Theology of Mission and is Professor of  
Missions at Lutheran Brethren Seminary, Fergus 
Falls, MN.

Available at: www.Amazon.com 
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Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the cause of the poor and the 
oppressed. Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand 
of the wicked.     
      Psalm 82:3-4 



Land of Opportunity
PAULA QUAM

6 Faith & Fellowship

ave you ever, after a difficult 
discussion, later wished you had 
responded differently? I was 

recently involved in what has become a 
typical conversation for these days, and 
didn’t have a response at the time.
 The woman I was talking to expressed 
many concerns and fears about all the 
immigrants coming to North America: the 
immigrants aren’t learning English, don’t 
want to learn English, and may just get 
violent if we suggest that they do. These 
immigrants aren’t adjusting to our culture 
but rather they are seeking to radically 
change it. Then the speaker derogatorily 
tied in immigrants in general with recent 
terror attacks in the United States.
 I thought of many replies, some helpful 
and some not. The immigrant issues in 

H North America and all over the world are 
difficult and often volatile. I share some 
of the fears and concerns the woman 
mentioned. But I know there are no 
simple answers.
 I wish I had shared with her what 
I learned recently while reading my 
Bible. The Old Testament gives very 
clear instructions about foreigners living 
among us. Not only does it tell us we are 
to love the foreigners but it also gives the 
reason why: because we too were once 
foreigners (Deuteronomy 10:18-19). The 
New Testament reminds us that every one 
of us was once a foreigner, an excluded 
outsider, from the Lord, his family and 
his promises (Ephesians 2:12-19).
 I also wish I had asked her some 
questions: Have you ever tried to learn a 

second language? Have you had to learn 
it while trying to adjust to a very strange 
culture, far from your extended family, 
while trying to care for many children? 
Have you done that while working a 
fulltime and difficult job, dealing with 
the stress and trauma of past violence 
that still haunts you? Meanwhile you feel 
unwelcomed and unwanted in your new 
home, where you may wish you didn’t 
have to be, but it is preferable to sitting in 
a refugee camp the rest of your life.
 I work with the Somalis that live in my 
area and this is the situation for many of 
them. One refugee friend whom I have 
tutored in English for about six years 
has five children and works fulltime 
in a turkey plant from 4 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
When she gets off work, she tries to get 
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a little sleep before she gets up to get her 
children off to school. Her husband is a 
fulltime college student at a school thirty 
miles from their home.
 When I come to her home to tutor 
her, she is caring for her preschool-
age children, preparing food for her 
family, cleaning and doing laundry, and 
practicing her five-times-a-day prayers. 
You might wonder, “How in the world 
does she find time to study?” When I 
first started working with her she knew 
no English; she couldn’t even identify the 
letters of the alphabet. She is also illiterate 
in her own language, never having had 
the opportunity for formal education. 
She had no English conversational skills. 
Now, however, we can converse together 
even on the phone. She and I studied 
citizenship together. After three failed 
attempts, she passed the test. She also 
has earned her driver’s license after many 
unsuccessful tries.
 Turning from language learning to 
simple survival, what would your life 
look like if you didn’t have Jesus to walk 
with you through every single trial and 
dark circumstance of your life?
 I have another refugee friend who 
had to leave her two-year-old daughter 
behind in Somalia during the civil war. 
Because of the difficult situation Somalia 
has been in for so many years (more than 
20 years of civil war, failed government, 
and famine), she lost contact with her 
daughter for 13 years. She didn’t even 
know if her daughter was alive until three 
years ago when a relative happened to see 
her daughter in Ethiopia and informed my 

friend. At that time she started sending 
money for her daughter’s daily needs. 
She began working to bring her daughter 
to the United States. It took many 
thousands of dollars, much red tape and 
struggling with government bureaucracy, 
and finally a trip to Ethiopia to bring her 
daughter here at last. I have heard similar 
stories again and again as I speak with my 
Somali friends. I suppose the same is true 
for many of the refugees in the United 
States and Canada.
 It was such a great day when my friend’s 
daughter arrived. Several of my partners 
in ministry and I had a welcome party for 
her. Two of my Christian friends sang a 
beautiful song of welcome. One prayed 
a prayer of blessing for her. The men in 
the group had a discussion about spiritual 
things. The family was very welcoming 
and appreciative. When we were leaving, 
the husband of my Somali friend said 
over and over, “Please come again!” And 
then he said, “We need you.”
 I have been trying to imagine what 
he was thinking they need us for. Of 
course I have my ideas. I’ve also been 
contemplating how we need them. We 
need them to expand our worldview, to 
challenge and help us grow in our faith 
as we share it and live it out with them, 
and we can certainly learn from their 
generosity, hospitality and perseverance.
 Can you imagine going through 
such difficult times as my friends have 
experienced without being able to pray to 
Jesus at every moment and know that he 
answers and cares? Yet this is what many, 
many of the immigrants in our countries 

are lacking. Could these be the very 
reasons why God has brought them here?
 Some might respond, “Well, they aren’t 
receptive to the gospel or they have 
rejected Jesus, so it’s not our problem.” 
As I think of that, I remember an incident 
described in the book Insanity of God. 
Nik Ripkin, the author, was speaking with 
one of the world’s leading missiologists 
and told him that immigrants are not 
often receptive to the gospel. Here is how 
the man responded: “How dare you say 
that immigrants are not often receptive to 
the gospel when so many of them have 
never heard the gospel or been given the 
opportunity!”
 Is that why God has brought them to 
North America—so they can have the 
opportunity to hear the gospel in a way 
they can understand?

Paula Quam lives in Fergus Falls, Minnesota 
and teaches English to Somali refugees in a 
nearby community.
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Jesus came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace 
to those who were near. For through him we both have access to the 
Father by one Spirit. Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 
strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his 
household.     
      Ephesians 2:17-19
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very four years, the eyes of the 
world are fixed on two very 
different events: the Summer 

Olympics and the United States 
presidential election. I wonder if this 
wasn’t somehow planned. In the midst of 
an election season marked by controversy 
and great division, the Olympics serve 
to unite an otherwise divided nation. 
Whether liberal or conservative, almost 
every American was cheering for Team 
USA, the likes of Michael Phelps, Simone 
Biles, and others. The Olympics have a 
way of restoring our national pride; our 
petty social and political differences 
become meaningless and we return to 
what really matters for us as a nation.
 This extends to the international level as 
well. The Olympics compel the nations of 
the world to set aside their differences for 
a time of friendly competition. Instead of 
shooting at each other, athletes from rival 
nations can face each other in a neutral 
and peaceful setting. Even spectators 
from rival nations can unite in support of 
certain athletes. No matter what country 
you’re from, you were probably rooting 
for Usain Bolt of Jamaica in his sprinting 

E events. The Olympics have a unique 
way of bringing the diverse nations of 
the world together under the banner of 
international peace and unity.
 But then the Games come to an end, 
the torch is extinguished, and the athletes 
return to their home countries. Just when 
we had become reunited by national and 
international pride, we become divided 
once again. Wars continue. The Olympic 
stadium is replaced with the battlefield. 
Around-the-clock Olympic coverage 
is replaced with even more election 
coverage. The bitterness and hatred, 
which we thought might be gone for good, 
returns as if none of it ever happened.
 As the eyes of the world move from 
the Olympics to the election, many of 
them also move toward the Christian 
community, eager to find an opportunity 
to accuse us of intolerance and hypocrisy. 
Even the federal government seems to be 
out to get us, belittling us and destroying 
our values. How do we, believers in 
Jesus Christ, respond to this? The natural 
response is to retaliate. Someone speaks 
out against Christianity and we want 
to defend ourselves. We might see an 

anti-Christian post on social media, and 
immediately we want to comment and 
start a “flame war.” Our enemies hate us 
and want to discredit us; it’s only fair to 
hate them back and discredit them.
 When Japan attacked Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941, the United States and 
her allies naturally retaliated by declaring 
war on Japan. Following the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001, President 
George W. Bush called for the invasion 
of Afghanistan and the dismantling of the 
organization responsible for the attacks. 
There are countless other examples from 
history of nations retaliating against other 
nations for offenses committed. It is only 
natural for a nation to do so. According 
to the Bible, God has given nations 
the authority to wage war and execute 
judgment on wrongdoers (Romans 13:4).
 But we must remember that the 
authority to lift the sword is reserved for 
nations as a whole, not for individual 
members of a particular nation. 
Oftentimes people, Christians included, 
feel that they have the right to retaliate 
when attacked or harmed. If we feel 
hurt, whether physically or verbally, it 

Merciful Unity
GREGORY SOLBERG
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witnesses for him in the world is that 
we behave differently from the rest of 
the world. He said, “Love your enemies, 
do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who 
mistreat you” (Luke 6:27-28). The world 
says, if your enemy attacks you, fight 
back! But Christ says, “If someone slaps 
you on one cheek, turn to them the other 
also” (6:29). Jesus sets his followers apart 
by teaching them to love their enemies 
and treat them the opposite of what the 
world expects.
 This is extremely difficult. It goes 
against every natural tendency we have 
as human beings. But consider what 
Jesus says later in the same chapter: 
“Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful” (6:36). We are no different 
from any of our so-called enemies. We 
too had gone astray, deserving nothing 
but condemnation. But God is merciful! 
He saved us through the death of his Son 
Jesus Christ. We didn’t deserve God’s 
mercy, but nevertheless he graciously 
offered it, securing our salvation by faith 
and uniting us together as one body.
 The unity we have as Christians is 

is only natural for us to want to give the 
offenders a “taste of their own medicine.” 
Believe me, there are many times when 
I would like to lash out at people for 
“offending” me. I currently live in the 
Seattle area, and with that comes dealing 
with heavy traffic. If someone cuts me 
off, or rides my tail, or does something 
else that might compromise my safety, 
my natural inclination is to retaliate, 
usually by honking the horn and calling 
the perpetrator a bad name.
 But then I think, “What if they found 
out that I am a Christian?” Christians 
already have a negative reputation in our 
society. I would just be confirming what 
society believes to be true about us. When 
I read or hear about fellow Christians 
being persecuted or even killed for their 
faith in Jesus, my blood begins to boil, 
and I think, “Christians would be totally 
justified in fighting back and avenging 
the blood of our persecuted brothers and 
sisters.” But then what would become 
of our testimony in Christ? It would be 
compromised. We would be seen as no 
different from everyone else in the world.
 Jesus taught that one of our best 

not some fleeting unity, like that of the 
Olympics. It is an eternal unity. It is a 
unity that sets us apart from the rest of 
the world. It is a unity flowing out of 
God’s mercy. As our Heavenly Father 
was merciful to us, we too are called to 
be merciful to others, even our enemies. 
Christ himself didn’t retaliate when 
persecuted, but rather took the beating 
and even prayed for those who were 
hurting him. We are called to do the same, 
in unity with one another. For in doing so 
we are opening up for our enemies the 
door of salvation!

Rev. Gregory Solberg is a 2012 graduate of 
Lutheran Brethren Seminary. He serves as 
Associate Pastor at Community Church of Joy 
in Sammamish, WA, and as a chaplain in the US 
Army Reserve.
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The Christian and Money
ROY HEGGLAND

W e are all born with a desperate 
need for love, purpose and 
security. Those are good 

things to desire. Unfortunately, since our 
sinful nature is absolutely and resolutely 
opposed to God, we will search for those 
things everywhere except the one place 
we can find them…in God himself. 
Since our society equates all three—love, 
purpose and security—with money, we 
learn to look to money as our source of 
satisfaction. We are caught up in the lie, 
and like all really good lies, this one has 
some truth behind it.
 Look at how “loved” wealthy people 
seem to be. They get the best seats in 
restaurants, they have the beautiful 
people surrounding them, and they are 
the ones whose opinions count. Look at 
the sense of purpose and the satisfaction 
it must bring them. They run the biggest 
companies. They advise our leaders. 
They can give huge sums of money to 
charities to “really make a difference”! 
And look at the security wealth brings! 
With enough money, who cares if Social 
Security fails? Who worries about health 
care? Who cares about the cost of living 
or mortgage rates? With enough money, 
you are free from these worries.
 Now, before you start thinking that 
money really is the answer to our need 
for love, purpose and security, let’s think 
about the dark side of the money equation. 
As with everything that God has created, 
his good and perfect purposes become 
twisted and bent by our old nature. 
Money is neither good nor evil in itself. 
People can do good things with money 
and they can do bad things. But when 
money moves from being an inanimate 

than having? Are people more important 
to you than things? Is giving more 
important than keeping?
 Do you live in the realization that God 
has solved your “big problem” or do 
you try to “help” him by using money 
to satisfy? Ephesians 6:12 says, “For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms.”
 These “powers” and “forces of evil” 
employ the spiritual power of money in 
their destructive struggles among people 
and against God. Praise God that he has 
defeated the Enemy and is at work in us 
to battle against those spiritual powers 
that seek to elevate money to God’s place 
in our lives, and keep us from using our 
resources for the benefit of our neighbors 
and God’s kingdom.

Roy Heggland serves the CLB as Associate for 
Biblical Stewardship.

thing to being a power that controls us, 
then we have succumbed to the lie that 
money can satisfy us.
 Money can be used as part of God’s 
providence for all people as we help each 
other by buying and selling goods and 
services in our place in society. But we 
will by nature take advantage and use our 
money to feel loved, to get satisfaction 
and provide security for ourselves. We 
may even harm others so that we can get 
more money than we could if we dealt 
honestly (paying unfair wages, cheating 
on taxes, hiding a car’s known defects 
from an unsuspecting buyer…). Many 
of the things that the world admires 
as shrewd business dealings are really 
nothing more than taking advantage of 
other people.
 So, since God desires that we rely 
upon him—not money—for our love, 
satisfaction and security, how do we 
know if our relationship with money is 
healthy or harmful? Try answering these 
questions: Is being more important to you 
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Women’s Ministries
Church of the Lutheran Brethren

A s our culture examines gender 
roles and what they mean for 
the Church, women’s ministry 

has been reexamined, questioned, and 
turned upside-down. There is a stream of 
blog posts and articles—with the theme, 
“everything that is wrong with women’s 
ministry”—that tries to diagnose why the 
younger generation doesn’t really seem 
interested.
 Everyone has a theory: Perhaps 
younger generations don’t like the 
crafting aspect of women’s events. It may 
not be hip enough. Or maybe with the rise 
of an overburdened generation of women 
expected to “have it all,” some struggle to 
see the purpose of a women’s ministry in 
their already overfilled lives.
 The question keeps appearing: What do 
younger women want?
 It’s not a bad question. It’s just the 
wrong question.
 It’s not that their opinion is void. It’s 
that God already gave a blueprint for 
women’s ministry. We should be moving 
towards that, rather than aiming to have 
more participants or more flashy events. 
We should seek to be biblical.
 Titus 2 is God’s amazing blueprint. 
There are areas in the Church that simply 
cannot be fulfilled by men. There is a 
ministry that is distinctly female.
 “Older women, likewise, are to be 
reverent in behavior, not slanderers or 
slaves to much wine. They are to teach 
what is good, and so train the young 
women to love their husbands and 
children, to be self-controlled, pure, 
working at home, kind, and submissive to 
their own husbands, that the word of God 
may not be reviled” (Titus 2:3-5, ESV).
 1. “Older” is a relative term. A twenty-
year-old may mentor an adolescent 

home. Regardless of whether we work 
inside or outside the home, we all struggle 
with juggling it all.
 There are questions about submission. 
What if your husband wants you to do 
something that you feel is wrong? What 
if there is trouble in your marriage? These 
struggles and questions are why we need 
mentors who have soaked their lives in 
Scripture. This requires godly wisdom, 
and clarity. Younger women need 
someone invested in their lives.
 A strong mentoring ministry in a 
church causes a ripple effect in the 
community, reaching others for Christ at 
the foundational level: the home.

Gretchen Ronnevik is a farmwife, mother and 
teacher to six children. She is a writer, designer, 
and aspiring Biblical scholar.

Follow Gretchen at: www.gretchenronnevik.com

woman, or an eighty-year-old may mentor 
one who is sixty. If there is a woman in 
your circle who is younger than you, then 
you are an older woman.
 2. When an older woman gossips, 
complains, or is over-indulgent, it will 
destroy the ministry of mentorship. If 
there is no fruit of God’s Spirit, there 
will be no influence. A woman must be 
able to keep a secret if she wants younger 
women to confide in her. If she is always 
bad-mouthing her husband, will others 
ask her advice on marriage?
 3. Mentoring involves specific teaching 
about: 
• what is good
• loving their husbands and children
• being self-controlled, pure, kind
• being submissive to their husbands
 I look at this list and see what I 
personally struggle with—being kind, 
loving, self-controlled and working at 
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Gretchen Ronnevik

Mentoring Ministry
GRETCHEN RONNEVIKNote: This is a portion of the seminar Gretchen had prepared for the July WMCLB 

Convention. She was unable to attend, due to the birth of her sixth child.



Awaken
RACHEL TORGERSON

12 Faith & Fellowship

with us, we had mostly middle school-
age kids, which is unusual. Usually it 
was younger elementary kids coming and 
playing. Later we learned that there were 
more than just the eleven kids who came 
at first. The “grandpa” of the area came 
and talked with one of our leaders. He 
asked what we were doing here and why. 
My leader told him that we were there 
to show love and play with the kids. He 
told him that our group had been doing 
this every year for the past ten years but 
hadn’t had enough people to get to this 
part of the reservation.
 Hearing this, the grandpa responded in 
a way we didn’t expect: He said that what 
we were doing was wonderful and should 
be done everywhere. He went to call as 
many families in the area as he could 
and tell them it was safe to come out of 
their homes. Our leader asked him what 
he meant by “safe.” The grandpa said 
that there had been a van going around 
trying to kidnap the kids of the area and 
the adults were scared for the children’s 
safety.
 I then asked one of the boys we had 
been playing with why he came out—
wasn’t he scared? He replied, “My 
parents kicked me out, saying, ‘If they 
get you, they won’t take the important 
ones.’” That shocked me. I had known 
that there were troubles in the world and 
that people needed the Lord, but I didn’t 
know it was this bad or this close to 
where I live. The boy had said this like it 
was the most normal thing. He said it like 
it would never change; he had accepted it.

 On the last day of that week, after the 
grandpa had called all of the houses he 
could, nearly 30 kids came out. We played 
with all of them and made connections 
with all of them. I got close to one in 
particular. Her name is Kaitlyn. She is 
going into the fifth grade and she accepted 
Jesus into her heart that day along with 
five other kids. My group gave our Bibles 
or devotional books to the kids. We 
decided we could get another one once 
we got back home, but the kids out on the 
reservation may not have any other way 
to get a Bible. My leader told us, as we 
were leaving, that he had not seen anyone 
connect with kids that fast before and that 
he was very proud and excited to see how 
much we had accomplished.
 The theme of the trip was Awaken, 
which I thought was appropriate since 
that was what happened for a lot of 
people, including me. This trip showed 
me that there are problems close to us 
whether we choose to see them or not. As 
Christians it is our calling to show people 
Christ through our actions. I learned that 
showing compassion does more than what 
you’d think it would. One of the leaders 
told us that a girl had said that her two 
favorite weeks of the year are Christmas 
and when we come to play with them!
 I was a lazy Christian. One who would 
look at people and say I am much better 
than them. I am going to heaven and 
they are not. I became the Pharisee in the 
temple standing near the tax collector. I 
would stay in my corner and say I was 
a Christian but not do anything about it, 

s a teenage Christian I see 
problems and conflicts in the 
world everywhere. I see people 

all around that need the Lord, but I 
wouldn’t have thought there would be 
people nearby that haven’t even heard of 
him. In July, my church youth group went 
on a mission trip to the Turtle Mountain 
Reservation in northern North Dakota. 
 Going there we weren’t exactly sure 
what to expect. When we arrived we 
learned that we had been split into 
different groups along with kids from 
Missouri. We met our groups and the 
next day went to our separate housing 
developments on the reservation.
 We all had unique experiences. I was at 
a neighborhood that the previous groups 
had not been to. When we arrived we 
set up a game of soccer at a playground 
in the area. It took about an hour before 
any kids showed up. We played with the 
kids in the area and showed them love, a 
love that they may not have felt at home. 
We brought a lot of different toys—a 
soccer ball, whiffle ball essentials, a 
volleyball, a basketball, and lots of craft 
material. The kids painted our faces and 
enjoyed making us look like ninja turtles. 
I have three bracelets that the kids made 
for me. We also had a blanket that had 
pictures of Bible stories on it. It was a 
good conversation starter because their 
culture has a love of stories, both telling 
and hearing them. Our purpose was to 
show love in a place where love may be a 
distant hope.
 Once the kids started coming out to play 

A
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even though, not four hours away, there are kids who 
need Christ now! I cannot speak for anyone except 
myself, but I can say that no matter where you are 
there are people you can witness to, maybe not always 
through words but certainly through actions. Wherever 
you are, there is another person who needs God’s love.

Rachel Torgerson is sixteen years old and attends Liberty 
Lutheran Brethren Church in Fargo, North Dakota.
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Introducing Steve Tonneson
ASSOCIATE FOR ADVANCEMENT MINISTRY

At the 2016 CLB Biennial Convention 
President Paul Larson sat down with 
Steve Tonneson, the CLB’s new Associate 
for Advancement Ministry.

Tell us about yourself.

I am a graduate of Minot (North Dakota) 
High School and Minot State University, 
where I earned my degree in Business 
Administration with an emphasis in 
Accounting. I’ve been married to Lynette 
for nearly 36 years. We have three married 
daughters and five grandchildren, ages 
2-5, who I love very much. The whole 
family lives in Minot. So one of the 
hardest hurdles in taking this job was that 
it meant moving. At our age, most people 
are trying to figure out ways to get closer 
to their kids and grandkids, and here we 
are leaving them!

 Prior to accepting this job, I worked 
ten years for Norwest Bank, three years 
as president of a small Hospital Credit 
Union, and 25 years as president of 
a $120 million community-chartered 
Credit Union in Minot.
 Most importantly, I love the Lord as my 
personal savior! I came to faith when I 
was baptized, but first became conscious 
of my faith in Ken Austin’s 3rd grade 
Sunday School class in our little white 
church in Minot.

What has been your involvement with 
the Church of the Lutheran Brethren  
over the years?

 I have been part of Our Redeemer’s 
Lutheran Brethren Church in Minot 
for 52 years. My one year at Lutheran 
Brethren Bible College was a huge 

positive influence on my life. It helped 
me grow spiritually and as a leader.
 Over the years, I have served in 
many different teaching and leadership 
capacities at Our Redeemer’s, including 
co-chairman of a successful building 
fund campaign, elder board for thirty 
years, and congregational chairman for 
ten years.

Tell us briefly about your journey to 
accepting the call to be the Associate 
for Advancement Ministry for the 
CLB.

 Many months ago, CLB President Paul 
Larson called and told me my name was 
on a short list of people that they were 
contacting to see if they were interested 
in this new position. When he asked if I 
would be interested I told him, “Probably 

Steve Tonneson sharing his love and passion for the Church of the Lutheran Brethren and its gospel centered ministry.
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not, because I am not looking for a new 
job, but I will hear what you have to 
say.” After a few more phone calls with 
Paul and CLB Director of Operations 
Matt Rogness, I became very interested 
in the position. We decided to set up an 
interview with the CLB Mission Team. 
I assumed that, once I went through the 
interview, I would find that this wasn’t 
for me and I could stop thinking about it.
What was supposed to be a one-and-
a-half hour interview ended up going 
over three hours. Instead of being less 
enthused about this position, I became 
very excited.
 When my wife asked how the interview 
went, I said, “It went way too well! I 
could see myself doing this job.”
 When I asked for prayer from family, 
friends, and the church elders, everyone 
was very encouraging and they thought I 
would be a good fit for this position.
 With each step along this journey, God 
continually opened doors for us. For 
example, we bought a home in Fergus 
Falls in one day and sold our home in 
Minot in two days. In both cases, the 
prices we paid and received were very 
fair. God is faithful and good!

Why did you decide to take this 
position?

First, I decided to take this position 
because I love the CLB and what it stands 
for. I am excited for the opportunity to 
serve God in a way that will help spread 
the good news of Jesus Christ to others 
through our missionaries, future pastors, 
and new church plants.
 Most of all, I feel that I have been called 
by God to serve in this position. Why he 
called me and not someone else is beyond 
me, but I am really looking forward to 
serving him in this way.

What does an Associate for 
Advancement Ministry do?

I told Paul and the Mission Team that if I 

am supposed to “guilt” people into giving 
money to the CLB, then I would not be 
interested in this job. They assured me 
that was not going to be the approach.
 Consider the term Advancement 
Ministry. It actually means we are taking 
the Ministry God has given us and 
Advancing it to a higher, more involved 
level. In order to accomplish this, it takes 
more money, and that is where this job 
comes into play.
 This position has various aspects to it:
1. Help build relationships between 

churches and individuals and the 
CLB denomination. It is not about us 
and them, but who we are together, 
carrying out common goals.

2. Help churches and individuals 
understand that the CLB is the child 
of the churches, not the parent. The 
CLB came about because churches 
had the goals of providing seminary 
training for future pastors, sending 
missionaries to other parts of the 
world, and planting new churches 
in North America. The churches 
needed a denominational structure to 
carry out these goals. Some people 
have the reverse view. They think the 
churches are there to serve the CLB. 
Rather, the denomination is here to 
serve the churches.

3. Help younger generations understand 
the importance of this. We need to 
build relationships with them so that 
they have a sense of ownership of 
the CLB. When our older generation 
passes on, the goal is to have the 
future generations already partnering 
with us supporting the cause.

4. Build a network of people in our 
churches along with our Mission 
Team and Regional Pastors that will 
help spread this message.

5. Raise financial support to continue 
our advancement initiative and 
provide a solid financial base for 
CLB operations.

 To do these things, we need to build 
trust with church leaders—that we are not 

trying to redirect giving from their local 
church, but we are trying to raise support 
from money that is not being given to the 
local church.
 A wise man put it this way: We as 
humans think of finances in term of 
a closed pie. There are only so many 
funds to go around, you can only cut the 
pieces so small, and when it’s gone, it’s 
gone. However, God works in terms of 
an open pie. It’s not limited to what we 
can imagine. The Bible says God owns 
the cattle on a thousand hills. That is not 
meant as a limit, but instead it conveys 
that his resources are limitless. He will 
provide for all the needs of our local 
churches and the CLB.
 We need to help churches and 
individuals understand and change from 
being transactional givers to relational 
givers. A transactional giver gives out 
of duty or obligation. A relational giver 
gives out of a desire to partner with us 
to spread the message of God’s grace to 
people they can’t reach on their own.
 I don’t want to see the CLB have to 
make a desperate plea to churches to help 
us meet our fiscal year-end needs. Instead, 
my ultimate goal is that at the end of our 
fiscal year we can send thank you letters 
to all the churches, sharing how God has 
supplied all our financial needs for that 
year because of the faithful churches and 
individuals who chose to partner with us.

If you would like to set up an appointment with 
Steve Tonneson to discus how you can partner 
with the mission and vision of the Church of the 
Lutheran Brethren, please contact him:

Phone: 218-739-3336 
Email: stonneson@clba.org

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be proud, nor to set 
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides 
us with everything to enjoy.    
      1 Timothy 6:17 (ESV)
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L to R: Dr. Mark Erickson, Dr. David Veum, Rev. Troy Tysdal, Professor Nathan Oldenkamp, Pastor Craig Schmidt, Professor Brad Pribbenow, Kay Asche, John Zwiers, Naomi Evans, Pastor Darren Shaw, 
Pastor Kevin Skaret, Pastor Clint Knutson, Pastor Ben Hosch, David Narvesen, Pastor Luke Kjolhaug, Pastor Clayton Robison, Pastor Drew Nelson, Dr. Eugene Boe, and Dr. Gaylan Mathiesen.

Kay Asche grew up in Milnor, ND. She home-schooled her six 
children while she was actively involved in ministry to women. 
She first read about the Certificate in Theological Studies (CTS) 
offered at LBS when serving as a church office administrator. 
She enrolled in a community college where she completed 
the undergraduate courses required for admittance to the CTS 
program. Kay then applied to LBS and completed the CTS 

while serving as Secretary to the President of the Church of the 
Lutheran Brethren.
 Kay would welcome an opportunity to use the Visitation/
Chaplain training in Hospice Care that she received during her 
studies at LBS. She also has a growing desire to be a part of the 
Lutheran Brethren International Mission ministry to the Bagirmi 
people in Chad, Africa.

KAY ASCHE

Peter graduated from Lutheran Brethren Seminary in 1981 with 
a diploma. He has been working with LBS over the last couple 
of years to upgrade his diploma by doing additional work and 
now graduates with the Master in Theological Studies degree.
 He has served churches in Minnesota, New York, Colorado 
and New Jersey, and is presently serving Good Shepherd LC 
in Blairstown, NJ. He works as a hospice nurse at Karen Ann 
Quinlan Home for Hospice in Sussex County, New Jersey.

 Peter’s credentials as a registered nurse, working in mental 
health, alcohol and substance abuse, with families who are 
grieving, with people who are suffering from Alzheimer’s 
disease and dementia, has often opened the door for him to 
share the gospel in both public and private settings. He enjoys 
bringing his years of professional and personal experience to 
Lutheran Brethren pastors and congregations to help them build 
ministry teams within their own congregations.

PETER BRADFORD

Naomi Evans lives in Wahpeton, ND. Her home congregation 
is Inspiration Lutheran Brethren Church of Breckenridge, MN. 
She has worked as a registered nurse in intensive care and 
coronary care units, a nursing home, hospice, and as a short-
term missionary nurse in Chiayi, Taiwan. Naomi has been 
blessed with five children and two grandchildren.
 Naomi graduated from Mahnomen High School, Mahnomen, 

MN, from Lutheran Deaconess School of Nursing, Minneapolis, 
MN, and from Moorhead State University, Moorhead, MN with 
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing.
 She completed the Certificate in Theological Studies with an 
emphasis in Missions. She is looking forward to opportunities 
that have surfaced locally for ministry within her church and is 
open to cross-cultural mission opportunities as the Lord leads.

NAOMI EVANS

Class of 2016
LUTHERAN BRETHREN SEMINARY
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Ben is a native of Fergus Falls, MN. He graduated from Fergus 
Falls High School in 2005. He completed his Associate of Arts 
degree in 2007 and a Bachelor of Science in Youth Ministry 
from the University of Northwestern, St. Paul, MN in 2010. He 
came to LBS after working three years as a special education 
paraprofessional.
 Ben graduated from LBS with the Master of Divinity degree. 

Ben serves as pastor at Stavanger Lutheran Church in rural 
Fergus Falls, MN, and he and his wife Sara minister to students 
in the dorms of Hillcrest Lutheran Academy. Ben and Sara are 
pursuing a call with LBIM to minister among the Hakka people 
of Taiwan as the Lord provides.
 Ben and Sara have three children: Adelaide, Emery, and 
Winnie.

BEN HOSCH 

Luke grew up attending Elim Lutheran Brethren Church in 
Clearbrook, MN. He graduated from Clearbrook-Gonvick 
High School, and earned a B.A. in Engineering from Wheaton 
College and Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from 
the University of Minnesota. He worked four years as a Civil 
Engineer. Luke graduates with the Master of Divinity degree.
 He came to LBS uncertain that he was called. Then his 
volunteering to help with ministry led to a part-time role as 

Associate Pastor for Youth at Stavanger Lutheran Church. 
There the Lord gave him considerable pastoral experience and 
confirmed his calling.
 Luke’s years at seminary have been extra special thanks to the 
match-making skills of a fellow student. Luke met Bethannie in 
his first year at LBS, and last August they were married. They 
have moved to New Jersey, where Luke now serves as pastor of 
Bunker Hill Lutheran Brethren Church in Princeton.

LUKE KJOLHAUG

Clint Knutson grew up on a farm outside Naicam, Saskatchewan. 
He graduated from the high school department of Lutheran 
Collegiate Bible Institute in Outlook, Saskatchewan, and earned 
his Bachelor’s Degree in Religious Studies from the University 
of Saskatchewan. After completing two years at LBS, Clint was 
called in 2014 to be the pastor at Birch Hills Community Church 

and Saron Lutheran Church in Saskatchewan, Canada. He then 
completed his third year through the LBS distance program. 
He graduates LBS with the Master of Divinity degree. He will 
continue in his present callings. 
 Clint is married to Heather. They have two children: Ivan, and 
Eli.

CLINT KNUTSON

Seth received a strong sense of God’s call during the centennial 
celebration of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren in 2001. He 
and his wife Shelly even stopped at the seminary on their way 
home to Colorado to get more information. That sense of call 
was reignited eight years later when a representative of LBS 
spoke at his church. Two years after that Seth was completing 
his bachelor’s degree and enrolling in seminary.
 Seth is a graduate of Hillcrest Lutheran Academy. He earned 
an Associate of Applied Sciences: Communications–Radio/

TV Broadcasting from Brown Institute, Minneapolis, MN and 
a Bachelor of Arts in Religion from Faith Evangelical College 
and Seminary. He graduates LBS with the Master of Divinity 
degree.
 Seth accepted a call in 2013 to serve Calvary Community 
Lutheran Brethren Church in Fullerton, CA as Associate Pastor 
while completing his degree through the LBS distance program.
 Seth and Shelly have been married for 18 years and have three 
children: Leif, and twins Liora and Lenora.

SETH LEIVESTAD 

David Narvesen grew up at Community of Joy Lutheran Brethren 
Church in Eagan, MN. He has a degree in Civil Engineering 
from North Dakota State University. After college he worked 
with the Washington State Department of Transportation in 
Kelso for almost eight years. While living there he and his wife 
Sonja were members of Faith Fellowship LB Church in Kelso.
 Coming to seminary, they assumed that David was called to 

be a pastor. Then through the mission classes and a vision trip to 
Chad, God called them to serve as missionaries. They are now 
engaged in specific training, and begin French study in January, 
in preparation for serving among the Fulbe people in Chad. 
David graduates with the Master of Divinity degree.
 David and Sonja have four children: Nathaniel, Eva, Boeden, 
and Ivan.

DAVID NARVESEN

Drew Nelson is from Rapid City, SD, and grew up attending 
South Canyon Lutheran Church. Prior to coming to LBS Drew 
was actively involved in youth ministry.
 Drew graduated from Rapid City Central High School and, 
following a time of service in the military, went on to earn a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Ministry from the University 

of Northwestern, St. Paul, MN. He graduates LBS with the 
Master of Divinity degree and has accepted a call to serve Grace 
Lutheran Church in Erhard, MN as full-time Associate Pastor. 
 His wife Kori is the granddaughter of LBIM missionaries Lu 
and Addie Mathison. Drew and Kori are parents of Abigail.

DREW NELSON
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Clayton attended Word of Life Lutheran Brethren Church in 
Marysville, WA when growing up. He graduated from Lake 
Stevens High School, and did his undergraduate work at 
Whatcom Community College in Bellingham, WA.
 Clayton is very open about his gratitude for the Lord’s 
intervention in his life in rescuing him from his destructive path. 
After returning to the Lord, Clayton served as Youth Pastor for 
several years at Cornerstone Community Church in Ferndale, 

WA. During that time he also worked on his schooling and 
completed an associate’s degree. He then enrolled in LBS and 
has earned the Master of Divinity degree.
 Clayton has been serving as pastor of Jevnaker Lutheran 
Church in Borup, MN for the past two years and will continue 
in that position after graduation. He and his wife Corissa have 
three children: Fisher, Isaac, and Hannah.

CLAYTON ROBISON

Craig was serving as an elder at Grace Lutheran Brethren 
Church in Bismarck, ND and had worked as an award-winning 
professional photographer when his life took a major turn. He 
and the LBS President had talked about God’s call in the past. 
Over lunch in April 2014 he was asked if the time had come to 
begin his studies. His answer was yes. 
 Within days of applying to seminary, Craig was invited to 
speak at Bethel Lutheran Brethren Church of Antler, ND. That 

resulted in a call to serve as their pastor. The next month Craig 
and Mary moved to Antler. He then started the CTS program at 
LBS in the fall of 2014.
 Craig is from Dickinson, ND and a 1977 graduate of North 
Dakota State University. Craig graduated from LBS with a 
Certificate of Theological Studies in Lay Ministry.
 Craig and his wife Mary have three grown sons and one 
grandson. 

CRAIG SCHMIDT 

Darren is originally from Glenburn, ND. He came to LBS while 
attending Hope LC in Barnesville, MN. He has managed a 
Starbucks and worked for US Bank. He and his wife Heather 
have three children: Madison, Mason, and Ruby.
 Darren did his undergraduate work at Brown Mackie College. 

He graduated from LBS with the Diploma in Christian Ministry. 
While completing his seminary education, Darren has been 
serving as pastor to the congregations of Blom Prairie LBC in 
Toronto, SD and Faith LBC in Hendricks, MN. He continues his 
ministry there.

DARREN SHAW

Kevin Skaret grew up at Bethany LBC in East Hartland, CT. He 
worked for his father’s wood floor refinishing and installation 
business. He served Praise Christian Fellowship, Barkhamsted, 
CT in youth ministry both as a volunteer and, from 2010, as 
their Youth Pastor. He credits Praise congregation for sending 
him to seminary and supporting him in many ways during his 
years at LBS. 

 Kevin and Beth are parents to: Faith, Micah, and Abigail. 
Kevin studied psychology and youth ministry at The King’s 
College in Briarcliff Manor, NY and finished a Bachelor of Arts 
in Religion from Faith Evangelical College and Seminary in 
Tacoma, WA in 2011. Kevin graduates LBS with the Master of 
Divinity degree. He serves as pastor at Hope Lutheran Brethren 
Church in Barnesville, MN and will continue in that calling.

KEVIN SKARET

Troy graduated from LBS in 2010 with a Bachelor of Theology 
degree. Since that time he has earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
Religion from Faith Evangelical College and Seminary in 
Tacoma, WA. This past year Troy completed additional course 
work at LBS to upgrade his degree. He now graduates with the 
Master of Divinity degree.

 Troy has a background in sales, production management, 
and graphic design. He served as Associate Pastor at Stavanger 
Lutheran Church, Fergus Falls, MN from 2008-2012. He now 
serves as Director of Communications & Prayer for the Church 
of the Lutheran Brethren.
 Troy and his wife Katie have two children: Brycen and Gavin.

TROY TYSDAL

John earned degrees in mathematics and economics at the 
University of Minnesota–Morris. He came to Fergus Falls to 
take an administrative position with Lutheran Brethren Homes. 
He has worked in the long-term-care industry for nearly 23 
years. Several years ago John suggested to the LB Homes Board 
that seminary studies would benefit him in his work in their 

ministry and they agreed. He has now graduated with the Master 
of Theological Studies degree.
 John and Patti have three children: Zakary, Thomas, and 
Natalie. John will continue in his position as CEO of LB Homes.

JOHN ZWIERS

Class of 2016
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We want to thank all of you who participated in our survey 
that ended August 31. The Search Committee has evaluated the 
results and we are using them in our President Qualifications, 
Position Announcement. We will also use them during the 
interview process. The Position Announcement and application 
process are available at www.ffhillcrest.org. 
 The Search Committee will submit final candidates to the 

HLA Board of Directors for a final decision. The goal is to 
announce our new President in the spring of 2017. 
 We ask for your continued prayer that the Lord will guide 
the Search Committee, HLA Board of Directors and the person 
who will be our next HLA President.

Mark Soholt, Search Committee Chair

Hillcrest Presidential Search Update

LB Homes is currently accepting applications for a fulltime 
chaplain. The LB Homes chaplain is a dedicated, compassionate, 
team player with excellent customer service skills and a person 
of integrity. The chaplain participates in interdisciplinary 
processes and procedures and provides quality Christ-centered 
spiritual, emotional, and cultural care to patients/residents, 
families, and staff.
 Requirements: Master’s degree from a Christ-centered 
theological school and board certified through the Association 
of Professional Chaplains (APC) or similar certifying 
organization. LB Homes would consider a candidate enrolled 
in a master’s program at a Christ-centered school and eligible 

and willing to be board certified. Scholarships available. The 
applicant must agree to the Church of The Lutheran Brethren 
(CLB) statement of faith and must be eligible and willing to be 
endorsed and commissioned, licensed or ordained by the CLB. 
The applicant must have a heart for the elderly, sick, dying, and 
bereaved. Solid computer skills and the ability to maximize the 
use of documentation software are important, along with a valid 
driver’s license and proof of insurance.

Apply online at: www.lbhomes.org

LB Homes Hiring Fulltime Chaplain

Narvesens Complete MTI Training
David and Sonja Narvesen have completed the “Compass” 
program at MTI (Mission Training International) in Colorado, a 
training that combines language learning acquisition techniques 

and cultural adaptation. They will travel to Albertville, France 
in December where they are enrolled for an academic year of 
French language in preparation for their call to Chad.
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Not Equipped 
for that Problem

he phone rang at my church one morning in the middle 
of August. The speaker was unknown to me and 
had no connection with my church. He had his own 

church. He just wanted prayer, and was desperately calling all 
the churches in town to ask for it. His daughter is a Lutheran 
pastor at a church in Milwaukee in the neighborhood where 
rioting was taking place for several nights following a police 
shooting incident. He wanted to protect her. He wanted to do 
something about the situation. But he felt powerless.
 We know about the many social ills in our society, but if 
they don’t impact us personally, it’s easy to look the other way. 
There are great crowds of people “out there” with many needs, 
but they are not our crowd, and we’re not equipped to meet 
their particular needs.
 Here’s a composite from the Gospel accounts of the feeding 
of the 5,000 and of the 4,000: “When Jesus landed and saw a 
large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick” 
(Matthew 14:14). “…he had compassion on them, because 
they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching 
them many things” (Mark 6:34). “Jesus called his disciples to 
him and said, ‘I have compassion for these people; they have 
already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do 
not want to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on 
the way’” (Matthew 15:32). “Jesus replied [to his disciples], 
‘They do not need to go away. You give them something to 
eat’” (Matthew 14:16).
 Jesus’ compassion is right up front, every time. He is right; 
they don’t have a shepherd until they learn to follow him. In 
his compassion he heals them. In his compassion he teaches 
them. In his compassion he tells his disciples to feed them. 
What?
 It’s true. We know they weren’t (and we aren’t) equipped for 
the task, but Jesus still put it before them (and us?). To them, 
feeding 5,000 must have felt as daunting as trying to change 
our culture feels to us. There are riots in the streets. We are 
powerless to change anything. So how, and where, do we even 
start?
 Maybe the man who was so concerned for his daughter had 
the right idea…

Rev. Brent Juliot serves as pastor of Oak Ridge Lutheran Brethren 
Church in Menomonie, Wisconsin.
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