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Isaiah Saw the Lord
“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am UnDone! For I am a man of unclean lips...”

Isaiah 6:5a
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In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and 
exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the 
temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their 
feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to 
one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole 
earth is full of his glory.” At the sound of their voices the 
doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with 
smoke. “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am UnDone! For I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my 
eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”
 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his 
hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. With it he 

touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; 
your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”
 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send 
me!” He said, “Go and tell this people: ‘Be ever hearing, but 
never understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’ 
Make the heart of this people calloused; make their ears dull 
and close their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 
hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn and 
be healed.”
 Then I said, “For how long, Lord?” And he answered: “Until 
the cities lie ruined and without inhabitant, until the houses are 
left deserted and the fields ruined and ravaged, until the Lord 
has sent everyone far away and the land is utterly forsaken. And 
though a tenth remains in the land, it will again be laid waste.
But as the terebinth and oak leave stumps when they are cut 
down, so the holy seed will be the stump in the land.”

Isaiah (Prophetic Ministry: 740 B.C.—686 B.C.) has been referred to as 
the prophet par excellence. No Old Testament prophet saw and recorded 
the sufferings of the coming Messiah as clearly as Isaiah. 

UnDone!
ISAIAH

Quiet Moments Email prayer requests to: pray@prayclb.org

Editor In Chief/Publisher/
Graphic Designer: Troy Tysdal
ttysdal@clba.org

Contributing Editor: Brent Juliot
bjuliot@clba.org

Copy Editor: Aaron Juliot
ajuliot@clba.org

8 UnDoing Savior
Paul Larson

10 The CLB Jubilee
John Kilde

S
ed

m
ak

 /T
he

 P
ro

ph
et

 Is
ai

ah
/T

hi
nk

st
oc

k”

F   cusCLB

LaWAYNE ROGNESS

12 UnDone Mission
Paul Larson



www.ffmagazine.org 3

Glimpse
BC16: Recap & Reflection

BRENT JULIOT

Delegates representing U.S. and 
Canadian Lutheran Brethren churches 
came together as a body of believers 
at the 2016 CLB Biennial Convention 
on July 16 in Fergus Falls, Minnesota. 
Those same delegates departed on July 
19 as the Church united and reconstituted 
in mission. To understand the process of 
this convention, it is helpful to see each 
day as having a specific purpose.
 Day one (Saturday) was the Day 
of Equipping. Continuing education 
workshops were provided for church 
leaders, youth leaders, and women’s 
ministry leaders. The Women’s Ministries 
Convention ran concurrently that day, 
with a brief joint session as the CLB BC16 
opened at 11:30 a.m. in the sanctuary of 
Bethel Lutheran Church. The Day of 
Equipping culminated in an evening 
worship service, with Chap Clark as the 
guest speaker and Our Redeemer’s Praise 
Team (Minot, ND) leading worship, as 
they did throughout the convention.
 The second day (Sunday) was a Day 
of Community. Fifthteen member and 
affiliated churches within an hour’s 
drive of Fergus Falls hosted convention 
delegates for Sunday morning worship, all 
of them focused on the convention theme, 
“Undone”—based on Isaiah’s vision of 
the Lord (Isaiah 6). Late afternoon and 
evening was a time for celebration and 
fellowship the old-fashioned way, as 
delegates joined together at Delagoon 
Park. The organizers planned for 300 
participants, but found they were blessed 
to serve over 500 people! All enjoyed 
good food, good music, and a six-team 
softball tournament featuring CLB 
Regional teams playing by old-time 
baseball rules. The day concluded with 
a worship service in the park, with Rev. 
John Kilde speaking.
 Monday was day three, the Day 
of Ownership. Delegates had the 
opportunity to look back and review 

Church of the Lutheran Brethren 
ministry over the last two years, as the 
CLB Ministry departments gave their 
reports and delegates were updated on 
the financial aspects of the ministries. 
The sense of ownership was enhanced 
as we looked forward, with elections of 
new officers, a presentation of the new 
CLB budget, and the welcoming of three 
new congregations. Times of worship 
and listening to God’s Word bookended 
the day, with missionary Nathanael S. 
speaking in the morning and President 
Paul Larson speaking in the evening.
 The Convention concluded with a Day 
of Resolve (Tuesday morning). Lutheran 
Brethren Homes provided breakfast at 
their Annual Meeting. We listened to the 
Lord’s voice again with Ryan Nordlund 
(Grace LBC, Bismarck, North Dakota) 
speaking before the final convention 
business session and, following the 
session, Pres. Larson leading delegates 
in a closing communion service. Prior 
to communion, all in attendance were 
greatly encouraged to witness interviews 
with newly commissioned missionaries 
and church planters. Missionaries David 

and Sonja N., and church planters Erick 
Sorensen, Kyle Sears, Harold Rust, 
Kevin Foss, and Ryan Nordlund, shared 
their passion for the callings the Lord has 
given to them. It was a day of resolve to 
carry forward the CLB ministry goals in 
the next five years, trusting God to lead 
us through whatever adversity there may 
be.
 The Church of the Lutheran Brethren 
2016 Biennial Convention was a 
wonderful time of equipping, growing, 
fellowshipping, and grasping the vision 
of what God desires to work in and 
through the CLB.

Rev. Brent Juliot serves as pastor of Oak Ridge 
Lutheran Brethren Church in Menomonie, 
Wisconsin.

Visit the CLB online at: www.CLBA.org

Faith & Fellowship Contributing Editor Rev. Brent Juliot (seated in the grass) enjoying fellowship and some lunch.
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saiah felt it deep in his gut. Upon 
seeing the Lord and the heavenly 
entourage in all their glory, Isaiah 

cried out, “Woe is me! For I am undone, 
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 
lips…” (6:5, KJV)
 The King James Version’s “undone” 
is today an innocuous and antiquated 
term. When feelings of hopelessness, 
inadequacy, fear or despair cause you 
to spontaneously erupt, “undone” is 
probably the last word you would 
use. When an opposing player sacks a 
quarterback on the final drive of a game, 
rarely is heard shouted from the stands, 
“We’re undone!” This is why nearly all 
contemporary versions translate this 
feeling in our terms, as in “I’m ruined!” 
or “all is lost!” The Message may 
describe it best: “Doom! It’s Doomsday! 
I’m as good as dead!” The feeling of 

I being undone is universal, and even as 
Christians we know what that is like.
 What causes you, as a follower of Jesus 
Christ, to feel undone? Consider Isaiah’s 
response to the holy God: I don’t belong 
here! I am “a man of unclean lips” living 
among “a people of unclean lips.” The 
problem isn’t our lips, or even what 
comes out of our lips. As Jesus reminds 
us, it’s what’s in our hearts that matters: 
“For the mouth speaks what the heart is 
full of” (Luke 6:45).
 What causes us to feel undone in 
today’s culture? We live in a time of 
unprecedented social fragmentation and 
cultural polarization. As we’ve moved 
beyond fragmentation to atomization—
where fewer of us even know or care to 
know our next door neighbors, much less 
our fellow citizens—we have increasingly 
become a culture of disconnected people 
whose self-interests have become more 

important than civility and dialogue. 
This, in turn, plays out in ways that 
concern and even frighten us to the point 
of defending, protecting and/or running 
away. In short, we become undone.
 How, then, do we respond? As Isaiah’s 
work on God’s behalf unfolds, he delivers 
this message to the new king: “Be careful, 
keep calm and don’t be afraid” (Isaiah 
7:4). These three commands provide us 
with the sustaining guidance we need to 
follow Christ with integrity in a culture 
that so easily causes us to come undone.

Be Careful:
When tempted to become undone, 
we need to maintain a disciplined 
commitment to being careful. Perhaps it is 
frustration over political perspectives, or 
attitudes about differences among us, or 
an event that causes us to be frightened in 
defense of what we perceive to be “God’s 

UnDone World
CHAP CLARK

Dr. Chap Clark speaking to the 2016 Biennial Convention about the Christian’s role in an UnDone World.
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agenda.” Whatever the issue, followers of Christ in this 
post-Christian world must search the Scriptures with the 
utmost integrity (reading texts in context, for example, 
or building a theological case using the full record of 
Scripture). Remember, in American history some of the 
most stringent defenders of the status quo on issues that 
we all would today agree are morally repugnant—like 
slavery, Jim Crow laws, and fair voting for all people—
were self-proclaimed conservative Christians. We should 
not avoid deciding which issues are worth engaging. But 
how we engage, and where we engage, must be biblically 
and theologically grounded and Spirit-led.

Keep Calm:
Second, while we can easily fall prey to discouragement 
and the feelings associated with “ruin,” it is vital that 
Christ-followers maintain a healthy perspective of who 
we are before God. Notice Isaiah 6. In the presence of 
God and the heavenly servants, the prophet instantly 
recognizes, before lamenting the unclean lips of the 
people around him, that he is “a man of unclean lips” who 
is undeserving of his place. Throughout the gospels if one 
truth pours out in response to current social structure, it is 
that the “last will be first” (Matthew 20:16) and “whoever 
wants to become great among you must be your servant” 
(Matthew 20:26). Keeping calm means we must never 
forget that the only difference between us and those 
whom we allow to cause us to become undone is that we 
have been found by the Great Shepherd who has come “to 
seek and save the lost” (Luke 19:10).

Don’t Be afraiD:
The Book of Isaiah is a book of hope—hope in God’s 
work to bring reconciliation to the creation he loves. 
God has not left us abandoned, on our own to fend for 
ourselves. We trust in God’s power and in his mercy. 
When we disagree with others, or are disparaged, or lose 
our power and place, we come free and clean with a rag 
for foot washing and a cloak for sharing, to communicate 
that in Jesus Christ we all have hope.

 We do live “among people of unclean lips,” and we do 
often despair. But when I’m honest, I realize that my lips 
are also unclean, and my heart is wretched every bit as 
much as the most despicable of my neighbors. My hope, 
therefore, is not in my own ways or thoughts, but in Christ 
who has set me free to witness to his goodness and mercy. 
Recalling and aligning my mind and heart through trust 
in him who first loved me, I will be able to be careful, 
remain calm, and be courageous in love.

Dr. Chapman Clark, Ph.D. is Associate Provost for Strategic 
Projects and Professor and Chair of the Youth, Family, and Culture 
Department in the School of Theology at Fuller Seminary.

Rev. Ryan Nilsen leading a church health summit.

Adoptive Youth Ministry: Showing leaders 
how to integrate emerging generations into the 
family of faith, helping young adults become 
active participants in God’s redemptive 
community.

Available at: www.amazon.com

Dr. Mark Erickson presenting material for lay-leader training.

Above: Rev. Brandon Pangman presenting a vision for the 2017 CLB Youth Convention.
Below: Rev. Mark Johannesen introducing Dr. Chap Clark.
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e trembled as he stood. Tears 
dripped off his cheeks. His 
voice just above a whisper. His 

words and the moment imprinted on 
my childhood memory. “This is the first 
communion service that I have attended 
in many months,” Herman lamented. “I 
don’t know why.”
 Herman had been converted to Christ 
decades earlier. I had known him only as 
a very kind, godly man. His confession 
impressed me with the seriousness of our 
daily life as Christians.
 I suspect that what happened is the 
same thing that can happen to any of us. 
We become too casual about our lives 
as God’s children. We become less than 
careful about matters that matter to God. 
We become careless about things God 

H highly resists. Daily repentance—daily 
turning from our sin and asking God for 
mercy and forgiveness—gets forgotten.
 Isaiah, too, seems to have forgotten. 
Life was good. King Uzziah had restored 
political power to Judah. Power meant 
peace. Peace meant prosperity. Peace 
and prosperity led to moral and spiritual 
decline. But life was good. Then Uzziah 
died. The specter of the Assyrian empire 
was already threatening Israel. Judah 
could only be next. That’s when Isaiah 
saw the Lord.
 Seeing the Lord means that he also saw 
himself. He saw the ways that he had 
sinned against God. God in his mercy was 
intervening to bring Isaiah to repentance. 
He does the same for us. God in his mercy 
works repentance in our lives. How?

through fear:
“I saw the Lord, high and exalted... the 
train of his robe filled the temple” (Isaiah 
6:1). God’s holy presence is not meant to 
make us afraid of him, but we do need to 
see how we have sinned against the One 
who is absolutely holy.
 The previous chapter demonstrates that 
Isaiah saw some specific examples of sin. 
Whether he shared in these sins or only 
failed to warn his people about their sin, 
he had offended God. The list includes:

1. Pursuing wealth for its own sake. 
“Woe to you who add house to 
house and join field to field” (5:8). 
They were pursuing wealth to serve 
themselves instead of to serve the 
Lord’s purposes.

Dr. David Veum speaking Sunday morning at the 2016 Biennial Convention about a Church redeemed by the work of Jesus Christ.



2. Defiantly using alcohol. “Woe to 
those…who stay up late at night till 
they are inflamed with wine” (5:11). 
Without daily repentance alcohol had 
become their means of disregarding 
the Lord’s ways.

3. Living independently of God’s care 
and direction. “Woe to those who are 
wise in their own eyes” (5:21). They 
compartmentalized their lives. They 
did not even pray about their needs 
and decisions.

4. Becoming more and more accepting 
of sin. “Woe to those who call evil 
good and good evil” (5:20). As 
the light of God’s truth grew dim, 
Isaiah’s people became less and less 
concerned about sin.

 Confronted with his sin in God’s holy 
presence all Isaiah could say was: “Woe 
is me” (6:5). God in his mercy uses fear 
to work repentance in our lives. But it 
often takes more than fear to bring us to 
repentance because we simply try to hide 
from God. So God works repentance:
 
through ConviCtion: 
Isaiah testifies that he saw seraphim 
who sang, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
Almighty” (6:3). The word “seraph” 
means “burning,” which describes their 
holiness. The prophet notes that, although 
they had six wings, they only used two 
for flying. The other four were used to 
cover their eyes and feet.
 Why this detail? They covered their 
eyes because—holy as they were—they 
were too humble to look on the One who 

is “Holy, Holy, Holy.” I’m not humble 
like that. They covered their feet in order 
to hide the ways in which they served 
the Almighty. That’s not me either. I 
want others to know of my work in the 
kingdom, but the seraphim didn’t post 
their spiritual exploits on Facebook. 
Isaiah was convicted. “I am a man of 
unclean lips—my praises are discolored 
with pride.” He was convicted.
 But conviction is not enough. If we 
are only convicted that we have sinned 
against God, we will still try to fix it 
ourselves and resolve to do better. So 
God works repentance: 

through Sorrow: 
God’s Holy Spirit points us to the cross. 
There we meet the consequences of our 
sin—Jesus, God’s Son, nailed to the cross 
for us.
 That’s what Isaiah saw. The Apostle 
John tells us, “Isaiah… saw Jesus’ glory 
and spoke about him” (12:41). Isaiah 
wrote of Jesus, “He was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities” (53:5). When Isaiah saw Jesus 
Christ crucified for him, he was undone.
 So are we:

 Behold the man upon a cross
  My sin upon his shoulders
 Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
  Call out among the scoffers
 It was my sin that held him there…

 But God’s purpose is never just to 
get us to say, “I’m sorry.” Look at what 
happened next. An angel flew to the 

altar—in Old Testament imagery, the 
place where lambs were slain, but now 
according to the Gospel of John, the altar 
where the Lamb was slain—to get a coal, 
bring it to Isaiah, and touch his unclean 
lips.
 Did you know that God does not hesitate 
to touch you no matter how unclean you 
believe yourself to be? Why? Because 
his touch applies the shed blood of his 
One and only Son. And he adds with his 
touch, of the most unholy place in our 
lives, these words, “Your guilt is taken 
away and your sin atoned for.” Incredible 
words spoken to you.
 Believing those words, Isaiah went 
from saying, “Woe is me!” to saying, 
“Here am I” (6:8), or literally, “Look at 
me!”
 Herman didn’t feel that bold as he 
offered his confession, “This is the first 
communion service I have been to in 
many months. I don’t know why.” He 
was undone. But then he added, “I’m 
glad I’m back.” He was forgiven.
 Daily repentance. Daily confessing. 
Daily saying, “I’m glad I’m back.” Even 
boldly saying, “Here am I!”

Dr. David Veum serves as President of Lutheran 
Brethren Seminary in Fergus Falls, Minnesota.
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• How Deep the Father’s Love for Us, Stuart 
Townend ©1995 Thankyou Music (Adm. by 
CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, 
adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C 
Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com).

Sources

Quartet: John Olson, Rev. Ed Monson, Phil Aune and Cornell Svaren. Pastor Rich Iverson introducing Dr. David Veum.

Tim Mathiesen, Bethel’s Director of Communication, in the control room. Peggy Talsness leads as the congregation sings ‘Holy, Holy, Holy.’
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“Woe is me, for I am UNDONE! For I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have 
seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”
                  —Isaiah 6:5

arambe was a 440 pound western 
lowland Silverback gorilla at the 
Cincinnati zoo. Officials there 

made the quick, hard decision to shoot 
him dead when a four-year-old boy fell 
into his enclosure. Because they couldn’t 
be certain what Harambe would do. 
Knowing what he could do—kill the boy 
in a moment—they killed him.
 One of the things I don’t love about 
social media is how brutally “unsociable” 
it can be at times. Within minutes, 
Twitter and Facebook were aflame with 
posts from people grieving and enraged: 
criticizing the zoo, the enclosure design, 
blaming the mother, the child, zoos in 
general. 313,000 people signed a petition 
called “Justice for Harambe” in the 
first 48 hours, seeking criminal charges 
against the family. Demonstrators 
gathered outside the zoo later in the day. 
People suggested new rules for children, 
even requiring they wear leashes while 

H

in zoos! Some openly questioned the 
sacrifice of a splendid patriarch gorilla in 
exchange for the unknown risk to a child 
“whose parents couldn’t contain him.”
 In every tragedy, the question 
immediately possesses people: WHO is 
responsible?!
 WHO is responsible?!—for the horrific 
loss of human life at the Orlando night 
club two months ago. (Is it ISIS? Some 
crazed lone wolf? Or the Church? Or the 
gun lobby?)
 WHO is responsible?!—just a couple 
of days later, in the same city, when 
toddler Lane Graves was wrestled away 
from his father’s arms by two alligators in 
the lagoon of a Disney World resort. (Is it 
Disney? Or Dad? God or Nature?)
 WHO is responsible?! Who is 
responsible for Alton Sterling, Philando 
Castille, for Dallas, for Baton Rouge? 
Who?
 Isaiah says, “I saw the Lord...”—
unveiled, glorious, high and lifted up, 
staggeringly incomparable—in his 
temple!
 Isaiah sees the Lord. And then he sees 
himself. And then he sees that the holy 
Lord Almighty sees him. And, you know, 

it’s all a little overwhelming. The best 
way to put it is: Isaiah is UNDONE! “I 
am ruined/doomed/destroyed/lost/I’m a 
dead man!” (as other versions translate!)
Isaiah has a problem! We have a problem!
 God says to his people (see Isaiah 
1:11-17), “All your religion without 
repentance, your exhaustive superficial 
charades of form without faith, of 
practice without piety, all your sacrifices, 
pilgrimages, worship gatherings, church 
year observances, and voluminous 
prayers… I’m tired of it! I’m rejecting it 
all.” God says, “I will hide my eyes from 
you” (1:15).
 WHO is responsible?!—for the 
SCOTUS ruling on marriage, for the 
transgender bathroom quandary, for 
refugee immigrants, for ISIS, for Brexit, 
for hate crimes and terrorist acts, for all 
lack of love of Life—from the unborn, 
to sex trafficking, to refugees and child 
soldiers and addicts of every variety?
 WHO is responsible?! The easy answer: 
“Well, Lord, they are!”
 But, no, Isaiah’s spent plea is this: “I 
am undone. I am a man of unclean lips, 
living among a people of unclean lips.” 
So the prophet both owns and confesses 

UnDoing Savior
PAUL LARSON

President Paul Larson speaking Monday night at the 2016 Biennial Convention about our UnDoing Savior.
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the sin of the people and culture around him (as all real 
priests and prophets do!). As the prophetic representative 
he preaches first to himself, because he knows the sin of 
the people around him is his sin.
 WHO is responsible?! The reality beyond the blaming 
impulse of unsocial social media is: I am. We are.
 Standing before God, seeing my broken world, my 
tribe, my church, my denomination, my family, my black 
heart.
 Seeing the little boy in Harambe’s grasp.
 Seeing the Orlando victims and knowing they are my 
neighbors.
 Seeing the terrorist, a created child of God who still 
somewhere bears the marred image (and who represents 
people groups to whom I live on this terrestrial sod to 
deliver God’s Word).
 Seeing little Lane Graves, and knowing that sin grasps 
me with Alligator-size jaws.
I am…Responsible!
 But this is not the end of the story…
 The Apostle John is given and gives insight about what 
Isaiah was seeing. “Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ 
glory and spoke about him” (John 12:41).
 Isaiah has fixed his eyes on the holy king Lord Almighty, 
“high and exalted” in his temple of covenant… but now 
we understand that Isaiah has been given insight to look 
forward and effectively see Christ high and exalted, holy 
on the cross! This king, the Lord Almighty—captain of 
heaven’s arrayed armies, the Holy One of Israel—he 
“undoes” all our undone!
 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in 
his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 
With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has 
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin 
atoned for.”—Isaiah 6:6-7 
 Now the king God Almighty bends forward in his 
throne chair, motions the seraph messenger, points to the 
altar, and says to us, “Yes. You are undone. But that is not 
the final answer. The final word belongs to me, to the One 
who called out in triumph, ‘It is Finished!’”
 WHO is responsible?! Almighty Lord Messiah says: “I 
AM.”
 “Here! This is coal from the altar of my own sacrifice. 
It is a live coal. It is the living Word of the gospel—that 
brought the Holy Living One to death, but brings flat-out-
undone dead ones back to life!”
 Our sin and our guilt, and the scarlet sin of the people 
to whom we hold out the gospel: It’s all undone! By an 
Undoing Savior!
 There is an altar call here, but the distance traveled is 
not down the aisle. It is the application of the Word of 
God, soaked in the blood of Christ, and applied directly 
to the sin of the person. The steps to peace with God are 
all Jesus’ steps! At the end of our resistance, we simply 
respond in repentance and faith.
 This Word calls us to be undone. It calls us to repentance 
and to live again.

Rev. Paul Larson is President of the Church of the Lutheran 
Brethren.

A commissioning service was held 7/18/16 for Missionaries: David and Sonja N.; Church Planters: Erick 
Sorensen and Harold Rust; and CLB Associate for Advancement Ministry: Steve Tonneson.

L to R: Erick Sorensen is planting a church in the area of Stuyvesant Town and Alphabet City in NYC.
Harold Rust will begin work on a CLBC church plant in the community of Red Deer, Alberta this fall.

L to R: Sonja and David N. being commissioned to serve in Chad,
Steve Tonneson commissioned to be the CLB Associate for Advancement Ministry.
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y wife’s aunt and uncle 
from Brooklyn, New York 
had driven to Fergus Falls, 

Minnesota to help us celebrate our 
newborn’s baptism. I thought it would be 
nice to take uncle Olaf and my father-in-
law Palmer fishing. So I did.
 It was a hot, very windy August 
afternoon. We left Palmer’s dock full of 
expectations of a nice catch and a tasty 
meal. I thought I knew where the fish 
might be hiding. Since my in-laws’ cabin 
was on the calm side of the lake, I didn’t 
realize what a strong August wind could 
do to three guys in a small under-powered 
boat. I would soon find out.
 With our small craft bobbing up and 
down and Palmer complaining about 
being splashed on, I probably made 

M every navigational error in the book. 
Suddenly a big wave came over the side 
of the boat and we began to sink—to sink 
in the middle of the deepest part of the 
lake. My first thought was, “This is not 
happening.” Brilliant!
 Palmer and Olaf stayed with the boat 
as it went down and then came back up 
again upside down. My new tackle box, 
two rods and reels, and prescription 
sunglasses went to the bottom of the lake. 
My Puma sneakers would be interred 
with them.
 I drifted off by myself, clutching my 
new coast-guard approved boat cushion. 
I held it close to my chest with my left 
arm. An oar floated by and I tucked that 
under my arms as well.
 Every third wave came over my head. 

I drank a lot of water that day. At first I 
tried to swim toward the nearest shore, 
using my free right arm. After about a half 
hour I realized I was getting nowhere. I 
knew then I would have to be rescued. I 
would have to be saved by someone else. 
I couldn’t save myself.
 The rescue came one hour and twenty 
minutes after the accident. A young 
lake dweller who was on summer break 
from the Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Maryland jumped into his dad’s power 
boat. Braving the wind and the waves, he 
came out and found us. I was helpless and 
weary from the struggle. It was so good 
to be saved!
 I’ve reflected a lot about that experience 
and the lessons I’ve learned through it.
 One, the Lord doesn’t necessarily 

The CLB Canada (CLBC) and the Regions of the Church 
of the Lutheran Brethren of America met July 17th 
for the first ever CLB Jubilee, complete with a pig 
roast and games for the kids. Each Region and the 
CLBC competed in an Old Tyme Baseball Tournament, 

won by the Central Region. The evening concluded 
with a message from Rev. John Kilde. Over 500 were 
fed and nearly 120 participated in the Baseball 
tournament. Praise God!

Good Food, Good Game, Great News!



void the consequences of our own 
recklessness or stupidity. There were boat 
safety warnings on a metal plate attached 
to the back of the boat. I read them after 
the accident! At that point I learned that 
I had overloaded the boat by 100 lbs. 
Also, I placed the heaviest man up front. 
What’s more, I was taking the waves at 
the wrong angle.
 But I also learned that that coast-guard 
approved boat cushion would save me 
if I just continued to embrace it. What a 
beautiful picture of faith, clinging to the 
promises of God’s Word, no matter what! 
So between that precious flotation device 
and the rescue boat, salvation came to 
me—and for me. I gave up trying to save 
myself because it became clear that my 
strenuous efforts were not working.

 As I think about the Church of the 
Lutheran Brethren, I realize that we are 
very diverse. We have people from large 
churches, people from small churches, 
churches from the east coast, churches 
from the west coast, young pastors, old 
pastors, city churches, rural churches, 
people who like their coffee strong—dark 
and roasted—and those who like their 
coffee weak—like water. We are a very 
diverse group.
 But above our diversity there is unity, 
beautiful unity, unity produced by the 
Holy Spirit. All of our pastors, all of 
our delegates, all of our denominational 
leaders agree about one thing: the Word 
of God. We are people who cling to 
Scripture, we embrace it, believing that 
the good news it proclaims can save 

us from our sins that crash over us like 
waves stirred up by the wind threatening 
to drown us. We believe in a Savior, a 
rescuer, who was crucified for us, who 
comes to us. We believe we are saved by 
grace alone, through faith alone in Christ 
alone.
 We celebrate God’s gracious salvation 
as a family, bound together by the blood 
of Christ, united in proclaiming God’s 
saving purpose to each other, to our 
countries, and for our world. Amen!

Rev. John Kilde was Professor of New Testament 
at Lutheran Brethren Seminary from 1973-
80, 1987-2008. He now serves as Associate 
Pastor at Victory Lutheran Brethren Church in 
Jamestown, ND.
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Umpires Rodney Venberg and Rich Iverson conspire before the games. The CLB Jubilee was a celebration of Christian fellowship.

CLB East third baseman Kristian Anderson tracking down a pop fly. Central Regional Pastor Stan Olsen clubbing a double through the gap.

Over 500 attended the CLB Jubilee with almost 120 joining in the tournament.

Harold Rust rounding second and heading for third. CLB Council of Directors member Warren Hall having fun with the Ump.



UnDone Mission
PAUL LARSON

12 Faith & Fellowship

“Our Lord Jesus, on the night he was 
betrayed, took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This 
is my body, which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way, 
after supper he took the cup, saying, 
‘This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’”
   —1 Corinthians 11:23-25

n 1 Corinthians 11, the Apostle Paul 
lays out for the Church the core of our 
Lord’s Supper theology. He recites 

how Jesus, on the Passover meal night 
before he died on the cross for the sin of 
humanity, took bread and declared, “This 
is my body,” and then took the cup and 
declared, “This is my blood.”
 His very next words are incredibly 
important—but maybe get “lost in 
the mix.” We recite them also in our 
Lord’s Supper service order, though we 
quote them much later at the end of the 
service, in a kind of benedictory manner 
(which they are). But I wonder if we 
miss something of their full potency 
and expectant enablement, because the 
Apostle Paul and inspiring Holy Spirit 

I

intended those very next words to connect 
inseparably.
 Those next words are: “For whenever 
you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes” 
(11:26).
 This text has been set before you to 
feast upon. We’ve together looked at 
Isaiah chapter 6, where the prophet with 
unclean lips, having seen the holy God, 
has been undone. But then by grace this 
undoing savior sends his gospel Word to 
the very lips of Isaiah’s shame, touches 
the gospel–live coal there, and announces 
over him, “Your guilt is taken away and 
your sin atoned for” (Isaiah 6:7).
 And the story seems it could be over, 
but it’s not! The prophet’s lips have been 
cleansed—for a purpose! The voice from 
the temple sounds, “Whom shall I send? 
And who will go for us?” and Isaiah’s 
ready response is, “Here am I. Send me!” 
(6:8).
 In the literal translation of the Hebrew 
Isaiah says: “Behold me!” Now! Lips 
cleansed! Guilt removed! To the mission 
call of a missionary God, Isaiah responds: 
“Behold me! Send me!”
 But, oh, it would not (and will not) 

be an easy mission! Consider the verses 
that follow: [God] said, “Go and tell 
this people: ‘Be ever hearing, but never 
understanding; be ever seeing, but never 
perceiving.’ Make the heart of this people 
calloused; make their ears dull and 
close their eyes. Otherwise they might 
see with their eyes, hear with their ears, 
understand with their hearts, and turn and 
be healed” (6:9-10). He’s telling Isaiah, 
“You will encounter a resistant audience! 
Dull-eared, callous-hearted, closed-eyed 
and closed-minded!” So much so—so 
long will the witness process take before 
there is any response of repentance and 
faith—that the eager prophet, grasping 
this tough gospeling assignment, cries 
out, agonizes, laments, “For how long, 
Lord?” (6:11).
 Oh, how long, Lord! Don’t we wonder, 
as well?
 How important to remember that our 
God is a missionary God. Isaiah is full of 
reminder of the heart of this missionary 
God, and of the promised end of his 
missionary endeavor. In Isaiah 49:6, 
we hear the missionary purpose of the 
Messiah (Servant of the Lord), “I will 
also make you a light for the Gentiles, that 

President Paul Larson speaking with CLB church planters Erick Sorensen, Ryan Nordlund, Kevin Foss, Harold Rust, and Kyle Sears.



my salvation may reach to the ends of the 
earth.” And in 66:19-20, God promises 
of his missionary people, “They will 
proclaim my glory among the nations.”
 Yet this is a tough assignment: “For 
how long, Lord?”
 It is so intriguing that the words of God 
to Isaiah about the resistant response 
are quoted in each of the Gospels 
(Matthew 13, Mark 4, Luke 8, John 12) 
and twice by Paul (Acts 28, Romans 
11). In Matthew, Mark, and Luke, this 
predicted Gospel resistance of Isaiah 6:9-
10 is quoted each time in concert with 
Jesus telling the parable of the sower. 
This parable, just like Isaiah’s call (and 
ours), anticipates widespread failure of 
the seed ever reaching actual soil where 
faith not only flashes a moment, but 
flourishes to reproduction. And this is the 
purpose of planting, isn’t it? Not mere 
germination!; not only the flashing color 
of photosynthesis!; but reproduction!
 The point of the parable of the sower 
is what? Despite the hard percentages, 
despite the predominant resistance, 
despite feelings of discouragement or 
resignation… just keep sowing! Stay 
with it! There is hope! There is a harvest 
yet to come.
 “Behold me! Send me!”
 “For whenever you eat this bread 
and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes.” R.C.H. 
Lenski asks, regarding this verse—this 
communion manifesto, “Now what do we 
really do when we eat of the sacred bread 
and drink of the sacred cup?” 
 Wait a minute, Dr. Lenski! “What do 

we really do in communion?” We’re 
good Lutherans, right? What do we do? 
Isn’t that the point of communion? We do 
nothing. Jesus does it all!
 But there is something we do just by 
taking communion, and something that 
stirs in us gratefully, necessarily, when 
we receive communion worthily. Lenski 
says it’s an “iterative present tense” verb, 
meaning “with repeated ongoing process 
or utterance.”
 “Whenever you eat/drink…” When 
this gospel coal touches your lips, those 
lips also open not just to receive, but to 
gratefully reflect! “…you are proclaiming 
the Lord’s death.” Lenski says it’s “...
no less a thing than that. Every proper 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper is a 
proclamation of the Lord’s death. Our 
reception of his body and blood through 
the earthly elements is our remembrance 
of him, and at the same time our 
proclamation of him!” And we do so until 
he comes: “From the night in which Jesus 
was betrayed onward until his return in 
glory at the last day this proclamation is 
to be made.”
 Church of the Lutheran Brethren: We 
are a sacramental people; and we are 
a missionary people. These cannot be 
separated! The Lord moves us from holy 
communion to holy mission, from the 
Lord’s Supper gospel reception to gospel 
expression! We, whose lips have been 
cleansed and fed, have those same lips to 
praise and tell; we are God’s missionary 
people.
 Frederick Buechner once famously 
said: “The final secret I think is this: That 

the words, ‘You shall love the Lord your 
God’ become, in the end, less a command 
than a promise.”
 I wonder if the same might not be said 
of “you shall be my witnesses.” We have 
heard those words as duty, as command.  
But perhaps the Lord would lead us 
to find, in time, that “you shall be my 
witnesses” becomes less command, than 
promise.
 And now, Lord Jesus we give you thanks, 
for your body, blood, for your great love, 
for forgiveness, for words that come and 
undo us, and then bring us to life. We 
praise you for being an Undoing Savior. 
We ask you to fill us with such stunned, 
joyful gratitude that we are redeemed, 
that we are yours, and you are ours—that 
we cannot help but be your missionary 
people—whose lips receive in, and whose 
lips then reflect out. For we have heard, 
“You shall be my witnesses” as duty, and 
command. But, perhaps, dear Lord, you 
would lead us to find, in time, they have 
become less command, than promise. 
Amen.

Rev. Paul Larson is President of the Church of 
the Lutheran Brethren.
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Director of International Mission Rev. Matthew Rogness. Director of Communications & Prayer Rev. Troy Tysdal.

Director of Finance & Personnel Mr. LaWayne Rogness. Chair of North American Mission Rev. Stan Olsen.

1. R.C.H. Lenski. The Interpretation of St. 
Paul’s 1st and 2nd Epistles to the Corinthians. 
(Minneapolis, Minnesota: Augsburg Publishing 
House, 1961), 545-546.
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Budget Report
LaWAYNE ROGNESS

D ear friends of the CLB: Greetings 
from the Finance Office. It is 
indeed a pleasure to greet you 

post-convention. We had a great time 
gathering together under the theme of 
UNDONE. I trust that you are able to get 
a flavor of the events in this issue of Faith 
& Fellowship.
 During the convention business 
sessions, we were able to once again 
acquaint your delegates with the current 
CLBA financial situation. First of all, 
we want to give glory to our Lord for 
his provisions. As you may know, our 
contribution budget was very much 
challenged this past year and the receipts 
were quite under our anticipated budget 
needs. We as a Mission Team and you as 
churches prayed and sought the Lord’s 
will in the matter. He did answer, and the 
fiscal year ended better than anticipated.
 Let me inform you how the fiscal 
year ended. We began the year with a 
$475,000 Fund Balance for all joint 
ministries combined. When we ended 
the fiscal year we had a Fund Balance of 
$325,000. During the course of the year 
we were blessed with several small estate 
gifts from our church family and also 
some added operation income, mainly 
in our Seminary tuition. In February at 
our Mission Team meeting, it was very 
much decided that we should look at our 
spending and consider freezing spending 
in certain areas. So, with the accumulation 
of these areas, we were able to bring our 
$391,000 contribution shortage down to 
a loss for the year of $150,000. Thus the 
ending Fund Balance of $325,000.
 As we looked forward to the Fiscal Year 
of 2016-17, we were challenged with 

good. We probably had some carryover 
from April, but still did very well. Then 
in June we fell behind, ending up $13,700 
behind our anticipated receipts for the two 
months combined. July (at this writing) is 
doing quite well. We should be ending the 
month close to our anticipated goal.
 Will you join with us in the calling 
God has placed before us? Reaching the 
lost for the Lord is our ultimate goal. We 
would love to have your church—and 
you—as an individual partner with us 
in this endeavor. May the Lord richly 
bless you and the Church of the Lutheran 
Brethren!

LaWayne Rogness serves the Church of the 
Lutheran Brethren as Director of Finance and 
Personnel.

how to proceed with our joint ministries. 
Where should we go forward and where 
should we reduce? In our session of 
looking forward (budget FY2016-17) 
we spoke about our ministries and how 
we implemented reductions in areas 
that had less direct effect on outreach 
ministry, such as: travel, meetings, added 
tuition in our Seminary, and some part-
time employees. We did however move 
forward in our outreach ministries. We 
have issued a call to the Narvesen family 
to serve among the Fulbe people group 
in our mission in Chad, Africa. We 
continue to support the two church plants 
(Epiphany in Manhattan and Redemption 
in Pasadena), as we did last year. Then, of 
course, we have stepped forward with a 
new Associate for Advancement Ministry. 
Overall, our budget for FY2016-17 is set 
at $3,691,113. This is $83,330 less than 
the previous year.
 We look forward to the coming fiscal 
year, and what the Lord has in store for 
the CLB. Our receipts for May were 
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2016-17 Fiscal Year 
July 31, 2016

Contribution Goal
$2,703,407

May June July Aug

2015-16
Fiscal Year End

Contribution Goal
$2,869,913

Year End
$2,478,533

April 30, 2016

86%

May-Aug. Goal
$514,085

• Train Pastors
• Plant Churches
• Send Missionaries

We are approximately 
$187,000 away from 
reaching our May-Aug. 
contribution goal.

Contribute today!

87%
www.CLBA.org/giving
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WM Convention Recap
CHERYL OLSEN

O ur theme, “His Song in the 
Night,” resonated with many at 
our 2016 Women’s Ministries 

Convention, Saturday, July 16. Mary 
Beth Carlson’s talented piano playing, 
interspersed with spiritual insights, made 
her presentation more than a concert. It 
brought God’s healing to women’s hearts; 
balm to weary spirits; hope in darkness. It 
became his message set to music. It was 
also a blessing to learn and sing a song 
together to bring home with us, “Our 
Song in the Night,” with music and lyrics 
written for our convention by Mary Beth. 
 Here is the refrain:

Thank you, Lord, 
 for hope in the darkness. 
Bless you, Lord, 
 for mornings of joy.
Praise You – We praise You – 
 Praise You, Lord, our song!

other highlightS: 
1. We enjoyed hearing about ministries 

funded by your gifts: Project 
Guinebor has reached many women 
in Chad through your generosity.

2. Rachel Patterson has completed 
her term as our Chair, and declined 
to run again. After a prayerful 
and diligent search for candidates 
to replace her, the Nominating 
Committee recommended Barbara 
Heggland, current Treasurer, to be 
appointed interim Chair for one year. 
The convention voted to concur.

3. We voted to approve the proposed 
changes to our By-Laws. Some of 
these changes included updated 
job descriptions for the Director, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Regional 
Presidents, and Information 
Coordinator. The Information 
Coordinator will serve as part of the 
National Team, appointed by the 
Director and Chair.

4. We look forward to what God will 
do through our next Focus Project: 
“Beyond Suffering—Equipping 
churches in East Asia for disability 
ministry.” Children with disabilities 
and their families face many 
challenges in East Asia. There is 
growing interest from churches 
that want to get involved in mercy 
ministries, but often don’t know how. 
Our project helps these churches set 
up a disability ministry and provide 
actual training.

5. We will also continue to support 
Heart to Heart visits by our Director, 
Ruth Vallevik, to local church groups; 
as well as the SWEET Retreat for 
Seminary women; the HELP Fund 
for missionaries; and the Crisis Care 
Fund for pastors’ wives in need.

 An interesting feature this year was the 
Opening of the CLB Biennial Convention 
just prior to our Noon Luncheon. Saturday 
included worship and learning as women 
together, as well as continuing education 
for pastors, youth workers and laity. Each 
of these separate groups joined together 
with the CLB delegates as President Paul 
Larson welcomed all of us for this “Day 
of Equipping.”
 After lunch, we had three Workshop 
Elective options: “God’s Heart for 
the Disabled in East Asia,” by Liz 
Christenson; “Mirroring the Mission 
Heart of God,” by Sue Olson; and 
“Winsome Warriors: Taking God’s Love 
to the Spiritual Battlefields of our Time,” 
by Carolyn McElfatrick. Each excellent 
presentation gave us plenty of good ideas 
for follow-up in our own hometowns. 
The day ended with a final session with 
Mary Beth, as she shared her heart for the 
Lord and music with us.

Cheryl Olsen is the Faith & Fellowship 
correspondent for WMCLB.

www.WMCLB.org

The WMCLB Leadership Team and Mary Beth Carlson.

Coffee break ladies Marilyn and Carla.

WMCLB Convention Chair Rachel Patterson.

The Women of the CLB enjoying fellowship.
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he serenely peaceful and ruggedly 
majestic North Shore of Lake 
Superior inspires me to praise 

and worship the One who created its 
magnificent beauty. This sanctuary that 
my husband Kent and I call our second 
home is our place of refuge where we 
lose ourselves in God’s miraculous 
creation. We move away from the 
internal and external pressures of change 
and challenge that distract us, and spend 
precious, uninterrupted, intimate time 
with the Lord. Here in his presence, 
whether night or day, we experience a 
peace that surpasses our understanding 
as we pray and meditate on God’s Word, 
reflect on his all-sufficient grace and 
thank him for his unfailing faithfulness. 
We praise him in the peace of his holy 
presence from the sanctuary of our souls.

T  At night, when our circumstances can 
make the hours seem endless, isn’t it 
comforting to know he is waiting for his 
children to spend precious time with him? 
We can feel discouraged and destitute in 
the darkness. But when we are still before 
God and “rest in the waiting,” we can 
hear his tender love song. This may be his 
voice of Scripture, accompanied by a new 
melody with breathtakingly beautiful 
harmony or a familiar beloved hymn or 
chorus. These songs in the night have 
inspired many songs I’ve written back to 
him in response to his lovingkindness.
 The song he gives us is so deeply 
and intimately personal; it’s whatever 
we need most at the time. When we’re 
unsettled, troubled or afraid, he gives us 
comforting strains of peace; a meaningful 
message and soothing melody. Perhaps 

the song is set to his lyrics in John 14:27, 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid.” He reminds us that 
we have a choice to not let our hearts 
be troubled or afraid. We can give in to 
worldly pressures and false hopes that 
create doubt and despair, or open our 
hearts to the peace he alone offers.
 Maybe we’ve lost a loved one and 
are sick with loneliness. Our Emmanuel 
sings a song of promise in the peace of 
our sanctuary, “And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age” 
(Matthew 28:20).
 Are we sometimes ashamed because of 
unconfessed sin or an unforgiving spirit? 
As we confess our weakness and pour out 
our hearts to him, his response in a sweet 

His Song in the Night
MARY BETH CARLSON

Mary Beth Carlson leading the WMCLB in song at their 2016 National Convention.
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refrain may be, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).
 We may be so exhausted we can’t even articulate 
our prayers. “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). We 
deeply breathe a cleansing sigh of gratitude and renewed 
assurance.
 While waiting on the Lord for his response, it can be 
so very hard to be patient. My husband and I have prayed 
for the healing and restoration of peace and joy for our 
daughter Jody since she became so desperately mentally 
ill eighteen years ago. His answer remains, “Wait.” 
And we are called to remain faithful. Diligent in prayer. 
Content and contrite in spirit. This is never easy, night 
or day, and we often become frustrated and despondent. 
We need to daily seek God’s mercy and grace to sustain 
us. It may be easier to praise and follow him when our 
days are bright and infused with hope. But when times 
are difficult and we obediently follow him through the 
night, our praise to him can be deeper, sweeter, and more 
intensely passionate.
 Learn to recognize his voice by being immersed in his 
Word and faithful in prayer as we listen for his guidance. 
Before going to sleep at night, meditate on God’s Word. 
Read slowly and repeatedly a favorite portion of Scripture 
or a comforting verse that gives you peace. It may play 
over and over in your heart during the night. You can 
awaken refreshed and renewed, praising God as David 
did in Psalm 5:3, “In the morning, Lord, you hear my 
voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and 
wait expectantly.”
 There is “joy in the morning” (Psalm 30:5) because his 
song is with us at night, and joy through the day because 
his love feeds and fills our hearts and souls. Trusting him 
with every step encourages confidence and hope in our 
journey! He alone is our one true light that shines upon 
our path to guide us. Zephaniah 3:17 is a mighty promise 
that “the Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior 
who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love 
he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you 
with singing.” That must be some kind of music!
 Where is your sanctuary? It can be anywhere and 
everywhere we meet the Lord. In the intimate sanctuary 
of his presence, may we each sing and pray back to our 
God with soulful gratitude, praise and worship!

Mary Beth Carlson is a composer, recording artist, author, 
inspirational speaker and former Teacher of the Year. She performs 
nationally as a pianist and speaker. She has produced and recorded 
twenty-six albums of piano and orchestral music.

Her most recent release is Sanctuary ... inspiring songs of peace, 
praise & worship.  

Available at: www.marybethcarlson.com

Mary Beth Carlson with a message of encouragement for the Women of the CLB.

Sue Olson serves as President of Women’s Ministries of the Pacific Region North.

Above: Carolyn McElfatrick encouraging Christians to be light in our rapidly deteriorating culture.
Below: Elizabeth Christenson presenting God’s heart for the disabled in East Asia.
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Hartley Installed

On June 26, 2016, Chris Hartley was installed as 
associate pastor at LB Fellowship Church in Williston, 
North Dakota. Pastor Ron Erickson officiated.

Hillman Ordained

On June 12, 2016, Bruce Hillman was ordained at Hillside Lutheran 
Brethren Church in Succasunna, NJ. Dr. Eugene Boe performed the 
ordination.

Kopperud Installed

On March 6, 2016, Scott Kopperud was installed as pastor at Rock of 
Ages Lutheran Brethren Church in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. CLBC 
President Jon Overland performed the installation.

L to R: CLBC President Jon Overland, Doug Anderson, Pastor Scott Kopperud, Doug Njaa,
Ron Morey, Art Hundeby and Dan Hagen.

L to R: Dr. Gene Boe, Dan Christenson, Andrew Foss, Evan Langlois, Chris Priestaf, Mike Natale, 
Warren Geraghty, Bruce Hillman, Randy Westfall, Brad Hogansen, and Scott Dunsmore.

Dunham Ordained as Elder

On May 1, 2016, Keith Dunham was ordained as an elder at Bunker 
Hill Lutheran Brethren Church in Princeton, NJ. Regional Pastor 
Warren Geraghty officiated.

L to R: Regional Pastor Warren Geraghty, Pastor John Maltby, Elder Matt DeKok, Elder Emeritus Leiv 
Hunsbedt, Elder Keith Dunham, Interim Pastor William Olsen, Elders Glenn Arnesen and Dean DeKok.

Couch Installed

On June 5, 2016, Paul Couch was installed as pastor 
at Bethany LB Church in Staten Island, NY. Regional 
Pastor Warren Geraghty officiated.

Foss Ordained

L to R: Pastor Ron Erickson, Elders: Jon Maristuen, Warren Sundet, 
Lyle Kuester and Pastor Chris Hartley with his wife Lyssa.

L to R: Regional Pastor Warren Geraghty, Elders: Erik McCann, John 
Arntzen, Allan Nilsen and Jim Bossert. Pastor Paul Couch is kneeling.

Pastor Dan Christenson, Pastor Evan Langlois, Pastor Brad Hoganson, Elder 
Jason Spencer, Elder Robert Burden, Regional Pastor Warren Geraghty, 
Pastor Thor Foss, Pastor Bruce Hillman, Elder Scott Dunsmore, Pastor Jerry 
Boerner, Pastor Brian Edwards, Elder Gunvald Eidet, and Pastor Andrew Foss.

On June 1, 2016, Andrew Foss was ordained as 
pastor at Hope Community Church, in Nanuet, NY. 
Regional Pastor Warren Geraghty officiated.

www.CLBA.org
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We would like your feedback! The Hillcrest Lutheran Academy 
Presidential Search Committee is seeking input on what you 
would like to see in the next Hillcrest President. Provide your 
feedback by August 31, 2016. The survey can be found at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/hlapresident. Your responses 

will be confidential. For those of you who prefer a paper survey, 
the paper version is available at all Lutheran Brethren churches. 
Paper responses can be mailed to: HLA Presidential Search 
Committee, 610 Hillcrest Dr., Fergus Falls, MN 56537. 

HLA Presidential Search Survey

Chaplain, Major General Gaylord T. Gunhus (G.T. to his 
friends and “Chappy” to his grandchildren) passed away 
May 27, 2016 at the Mayo Clinic in Scottsdale, Arizona, at 
the age of 76. Although born in Enderlin, North Dakota, his 
youth was spent in Seattle, where he attended school at King’s 
Garden and graduated from Seattle Pacific University in 1962. 
In 1967 he became an Army chaplain after graduating from 
Lutheran Brethren Seminary in Fergus Falls, Minnesota. In 
1976 he earned a Master’s of Theology degree from Princeton 
Theological Seminary in Princeton, New Jersey.
 Major General Gunhus’ ministry in the Army called him to 
serve all over the world. During his 36 years of service, he 
served two tours of combat during Viet Nam. In 1999 he was 
appointed as Chief of Chaplains of the Army. He served in that 
position until he retired from active duty in August of 2003.
 In retirement G.T. and his wife Ann established a retreat 
ministry for pastors of small churches taking them on a five-
day trip in the San Juan Islands aboard their boat to refresh and 
encourage them. Blessed be the memory of G.T. Gunhus!

Gunhus Called Home
On April 18, 2016, Rev. Morris 
Vold passed away at the age 
of 95 at the Veterans Home 
in Fegus Falls, Minnesota. 
Rev. Vold was born in Osseo 
Wisconsin on March 11, 1921. 
He was raised on a dairy farm. 
 Following two years in the 
Civilian Conservation Corps, 
Morris joined the Army Air 
Force in September of 1941. 
After graduation from the 
Air Corps School in Denver, 
Colorado he was stationed 
at Napier Field, Alabama 
and Elgin Field, Florida. In 
December 1943, Morris was 
transferred to the 303rd Bomb 
Group in England where he 
served until the end of World 
War II. Upon returning to 
the United States he married 
Lorraine Olson in Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin.
 In September of 1952 
Morris enrolled at Lutheran 
Brethren Seminary. He was 
ordained in the ministry 
in 1956. He served as the first administrator and chaplain 
at Broen Memorial Home in Fergus Falls. He also served 
Lutheran Brethren congregations in Osakis, MN; Blue Earth, 
MN; Westby, WI; Lake Mills and Joice, IA; Eau Claire, WI. 
He retired from full-time parish ministry in 1986.  

Vold Called Home
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by: Troy Tysdal
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Knowledge is Power
he English philosopher, Sir Francis Bacon, said, 
“Knowledge is power,” and John Lennon, the 
British songwriter, sang, “Power to the People!” The 

department of Communications and Prayer has always sought 
to put knowledge in the hands of the people of the Church of the 
Lutheran Brethren, and we’ve been doing that for a long time 
now. On January 1, 1899, we published the first issue of our 
magazine, the Broderbaandet. In that issue K.O. Lundeberg 
wrote his goal for the paper. He wrote that the paper exists “...
to provide good devotional reading...” and “…to further the 
cause of the free Church movement…” Out of that movement, 
twenty-three months later, our denomination was born. 
 Over the past one-hundred-seventeen years, modes of 
communication have changed. We have seen the birth of radio, 
the birth of television, the birth of the internet… but through it 
all, our primary vehicle for communicating the mission of our 
movement has always been print.  
 The reason for that is simple: we can send it to them. Our 
magazine, Faith & Fellowship, goes to them. It brings the 
joint ministries of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren into 
people’s homes—showing up on countertops and coffee tables 
around the world. We don’t intend to change that anytime 
soon, but we are excited to introduce to you a tool that we 
think has the potential, eventually, to surpass the magazine as 
our primary mode of communication.
 In February of 2016, we began working with a company, 
called SubSplash, to develop a mobile app for the Church of 
the Lutheran Brethren. The magazine and the app both take 
information to people. The magazine finds them in their home. 
The app… will find them anywhere!
 The app features separate pages for each of our joint 
ministries, an events calendar, the Bible (in both print and 
audio), a resource page containing Faith & Fellowship 
magazine, the CLB Constitution, CLB Position Papers, and 
our best-selling book, the Explanation of Luther’s Small 
Catechism. All of this is free… on our new CLB mobile app.
 With the app’s push-notification feature we are able to send 
messages to our people, while they are on the go. In the setting 
section of their app, our people will be able to choose which 
notifications they would like to receive. For example, daily 
alerts for NAM’s Prayer Link, or LBIM’s Daily Prayer Notes 
(this feature will bring our denomination’s prayer requests 
before our constituents each and every day… and the benefit 
will be that we will be reminded to be a people of prayer).
 The CLB app is compatible with the iPhone, iPad, Android 
Phone, Android Tablet, Fire Phone, Fire Tablet, and Windows 
Phone. Visit the app store on your mobile device and download 
the CLB mobile app today (Search: CLB or CLBA).
 Knowledge is power, and this app, literally, puts power in 
your hands.

Rev. Troy Tysdal is Director of Communications and Prayer for the CLB.
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