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Unbreakable
TROY TYSDAL

The word “diamond” is derived from the ancient Greek word
adámas, which means unbreakable. Diamonds are the hardest
known material on the planet. They are formed deep below
the earth’s surface when pockets of carbon dioxide encounter
extreme heat and high pressure. These unique conditions cause
the carbon atoms to bond together. Over time, something
beautiful and sought after is created.
On June 26, 2015 the Supreme Court of the United States
of America announced its ruling in the landmark case known
as Obergefell v. Hodges. The ruling granted same sex couples
the right to marry under the Fourteenth Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States. The verdict was less an
exercise in truth and justice as it was an affirmation of the
wants and desires of our society. This should not surprise us.
The Church exists in a world that is not its home, in a world
that does not share its values, in a world that does not share its
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desires. We in the West have not always felt that tension. We
have been blessed to live in a society rooted in biblical truth.
We have enjoyed having our values shape our communities and
instruct our leaders. But that is quickly changing.
As the West departs from its Judeo-Christian roots, the
Church is faced with the question, “Who will be our Lord?” Will
we conform to live in harmony with the predominant views of
our society, or will we stand with the Word of God, putting our
comfort and our privilege on the line?
The question is troubling, but by faith the answer is clear.
We will stand with the One who died for our sins. What will
come of this? Only God knows, but we must remember that the
diamond is formed under pressure and heat. Throughout history
the world has tried to break the Church, and yet, by the power
of God, the Church remains unbroken. Instead, under pressure
and heat, it is shaped and refined into something set apart for
the glory of God, something beautiful, a vessel for the gospel,
shining forth to those who are lost, like a diamond in the rough.
Rev. Troy Tysdal is Director of Communications and Prayer for the CLB
and serves as editor in chief of Faith & Fellowship magazine.
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Glimpse
I Just Met Our Future
PAUL LARSON
JOHN 17:15-16
Jesus said, “My prayer is not that you
take them out of the world but that you
protect them from the evil one. They are
not of the world, even as I am not of it.”
The young man had courteously stood
to let Bee pass by to the window seat,
and me to that unenviable purgatory that
is the middle seat. Wearied, I prepared
for obliged conversation. However, I
found myself for the next two hours in
steady (and delightful) conversation with
Tristan.
This 24-year-old Englishman had
packed his bags, bid farewell to his
girlfriend, and made his way to the
States, where he planned to vagabond
about in pursuit of favorite bands, new
experiences, beauty, and exploration.
When his funds ran out, he would of
necessity retreat back to London.
As he answered my questions, we
found a level of comfort. Then came his
question: “And what do you do?” I told
him. No reaction. Nothing. If anything,
Tristan was intrigued, his curiosity
piqued. He wanted my card. He noticed
the title. “So you started the company,
then?” “No, it’s not quite like that.”
Totally unfazed and unthreatened,
Tristan talked with us for the next two
hours about C.S. Lewis, the Chronicles
of Narnia, images of Christ in Scripture,
even the trials of Job. We spoke of music
and sporting events and politics and the
Church. He spoke of his love for his
parents, his girlfriend’s lack of love for
hers, and that he quietly envied that her
eventual grief would be much less.
Tristan accepted a ride from Bee and
me to his hostel by the art museum
near downtown Minneapolis. On the
way he let us treat him to his first good
American burger at Culver’s—only with
the promise that next time he would buy
a round of ale. He took pictures with us,
www.ffmagazine.org
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and promised he would look more into
Lewis. When we dropped him off at the
hostel I got a convincing hug, and he
planted a motherly kiss to Bee’s cheek.
Bee made sure Lewis’ Mere Christianity
and Keller’s Reason for God were
delivered to his hostel room before he left
Minneapolis for his next adventure. And,
I have a new Facebook friend.
I feel like I just met our future.
What I mean is, Tristan to me represents
the outcome of the full onslaught of PostChristendom. But with that challenge
also comes potential blessing and
considerable opportunity. I was not his
enemy. I was not the “moral majority”—
not the icon of some fundamentalist root
of his hurts, anger, or mistrust. I was
just another traveler who shared interest
in Chinese food, C.S. Lewis, and new
forms of music. I felt like I had stepped
across into Asia Minor, traveling with the
Apostle Paul, not knowing whether ahead
lay vigorous debate, the sincere curiosity
of a searching heart, or a mob.
The overall confirmation of this
encounter was, “Yes, absolutely, we
have something to learn from many,
and we have a gift to share with all!” At
one point in our conversation, Tristan
rather emphatically inquired for three
rows ahead to hear, “So, you believe in
Original Sin, then?!”

“Yes, I do,” I answered matter-offactly. “Does that offend you?” “Not at
all.” I think he just had never met such a
person before, and I—and original sin—
were objects of his sincere intrigue.
It is indeed a brave new world and
time for the Church to be the Church, as
alien to the world around it. On the one
hand, Obergefell v. Hodges confirms a
great shift of culture has occurred—the
Christendom-sky is falling. But on the
other hand, we know the outcome. We
know God is at work, and the gospel still
speaks and actually is advancing through
trial (1 Peter 1:6-7). We know the answer
is still Jesus. Always, only Jesus.
Our only true enemies are sin, death
and the devil. Tristan is not the enemy,
nor is your neighbor. They are created
sons and daughters of God, whose lost
identity and standing will only ever be
known and restored in relationship with
him by the gospel of Christ.
The Church is exiled to this land of
opportunity to see this realized. Let us not
be dissuaded. We have a gift to share.
Rev. Paul Larson is President of the Church of
the Lutheran Brethren.

Visit the CLB online at: www.CLBA.org
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Living in Exile
JOEL CHRISTENSON

D

uring 17 years of living as bivocational missionaries in a
“closed” country in East Asia,
my family and I have grown accustomed
to the small twinges of reverse culture
shock that we inevitably experience
whenever we return to the U.S. for a home
assignment: orderly traffic, beautifully
manicured green lawns, large people,
and a bewildering array of deodorants to
choose from in the “health care” section
of the local Wal-Mart Superstore—to
name a few.
But this past June, when our Boeing
787 Dreamliner touched down at San
Francisco International Airport and we
set foot on American soil to begin our
current home assignment, I experienced
an unexpected, visceral jolt of culture
4

shock unlike anything I had experienced
before. As we disembarked, I actually
had the impression that I was returning to
a different United States than the one that
we had departed from four years before.
More than that, it was as if the old United
States simply no longer existed—as if I
had somehow arrived in some strange
new land, a “brave new world” akin to
the one Aldous Huxley wrote about in his
dystopian novel.
The source of my bewilderment was
not hard to pinpoint. Just four days before
our arrival in San Francisco, the U.S.
Supreme Court had released its landmark
ruling in the Obergefell v. Hodges case,
nullifying all state laws that define
marriage as exclusively between one
man and one woman, and granting broad

legal rights to all same-sex couples. From
a moral and biblical point of view, if ever
there was a “game changer” in Supreme
Court rulings, it was Obergefell. Views
and beliefs that had once been universally
regarded as “moral” and “good” had now
been legally re-cast as hateful, bigoted,
and unjust by the highest court in the land.
Conversely, views and behaviors that had
once been universally acknowledged to
be “immoral” and “evil” were now being
celebrated as the new gold standard of
morality. Henceforth, I and other Godfearing, Bible-believing Americans like
me would increasingly be regarded by
our law courts and social institutions as
standing “on the wrong side of history.”
Huxley’s “brave new world” had
officially begun.
Faith & Fellowship

“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”
			
Matthew 5:16

So then, is it time for us as American
Christians to simply hoist the white
flag, withdraw from the public arena,
and barricade ourselves behind locked
doors with our seemingly “outmoded”—
and soon-to-be-labeled “dangerous”—
Christian views on life? By no means! In
fact, from the perspective of the global
Christian community, this dramatic shift
that Christians in America are currently
experiencing with respect to our role and
position in society is actually bringing
us closer to what most Christians
living in other parts of the world and
in other eras of Church history have
universally experienced as part of the
normal Christian life. Based on my own
experiences and observations from 17
years of ministry overseas in a country
where Christians routinely experience
both societal and governmental disfavor,
I would like to offer a few thoughts on
what “living in exile” might mean for
Christians living in 21st century America.
First, we should recognize that the
privileged position the Christian Church
has occupied in American society
from colonial times up to the end of
the 20th century actually represents an
anomaly—a historical blip of sorts—
in the overall landscape of Christian
history. Because of the unique and
unprecedented confluence of powerful
democratic ideals and deep reverence for
Scripture that gave rise to the American
political experiment 250 years ago,
Christians in America have generally
experienced remarkable favor in both the
outer world of public policy-making and
www.ffmagazine.org

the inner world of human sensibilities.
That serendipitous confluence is rapidly
collapsing in America, however, as our
culture’s insidious thirst for finding and
“protecting” new “personal rights” leads
us increasingly astray from the stable
bedrock of universal, scriptural truths
upon which our democratic practices
have always been grounded. The great
American democratic experiment is
coming to an end, and we are beginning
to see and experience Christian life as
most Christians in other times and places
have experienced it.
Second, we will need to develop a
new understanding of what it means to
suffer for the name of Christ. The Church
in America has never had much cause
to formulate a full-bodied theology of
suffering, largely because we have not
experienced much persecution over the
past three centuries. That will change in
the years ahead. I have come to admire
the perspective on suffering that many
older Christians in our East Asian country
have adopted after experiencing sustained
levels of state-sponsored persecution in
past decades. In those earlier periods of
persecution, when told that Christians in
other parts of the world were praying for
the persecution to end, these persecuted
Christians replied, “Do not pray for
persecution to end! Rather pray that
we would remain bold and faithful in
the midst of persecution.” After all,
Jesus said to his closest followers, “If
they persecuted me, they will persecute
you” (John 15:20). Even with times of
persecution, the Church in our East Asian

country has experienced remarkable
spiritual vitality and growth. The Church
in America can as well.
Finally, we should remember that
the darker the environment around us
becomes, the brighter the light of the
gospel will shine forth through us.
As laws become more restrictive, it
will become particularly important for
American Christians to demonstrate
the transformative power of the gospel
through compassionate acts of kindness
done in the name of Christ. “Let your
light shine before others, that they may
see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). My
wife and I have been able to live openly as
Christians in our “closed” country in East
Asia largely because of the “good deeds”
that we do in our professional roles and in
the mercy ministries we oversee.
Like the Jews of Jeremiah’s time, we
are now called to “seek the peace and
prosperity of the city” to which the Lord
has “exiled” us (Jeremiah 29:7).
Dr. Joel Christenson is executive director of a
Christian non-profit organization that places and
supports Christian students and professionals in
cross-cultural ministry contexts within East Asia
for the purpose of expanding God’s kingdom on
earth.
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T

he U.S. Supreme Court’s June
2015 Obergefell v. Hodges
decision,
making
same-sex
“marriage” a constitutionally protected
“right,” is rightly regarded by advocates
and opponents alike as a tipping point for
the nation’s sexual revolution.
The decision itself was hardly a
surprise. “Blue states” had been approving
homosexual marriage for years1 while
the White House was busy promoting
homosexual “rights” at home and abroad.
Executive initiatives included:
• Giving “sexual orientation” and
“gender identity” protected status (like
age, race, and gender) under our nation’s
anti-discrimination rules for federally
related labor and education cases
• Issuing
a
memorandum
on
International Initiatives to Advance
the Human Rights of LGBT Persons
(December 6, 2011) to ensure the U.S.
government engaged governments and
citizens worldwide “to build respect for
the human rights and development of
LGBT persons,” and
• Appointing a Special Envoy for
Human Rights of LGBT Persons and
Senior LGBT Coordinators to the U.S.
diplomatic corps and international aid
agency (USAID), respectively, to export
the sexual revolution globally.2
What was a surprise to most,
however, was how quickly the sexual
revolutionaries seemed to win the day.
Not unlike the U.S. Supreme Court’s
landmark abortion decision in Roe v.
Wade (1973), which caught the Church
off-guard, the Obergefell decision
struck a decisive blow almost before
Christians knew they were in a fight. In
fact, the timing couldn’t have been more
ironic: while The Center for Medical
Progress was still busy fighting the last
war (abortion) by filming its undercover
videos of Planned Parenthood’s leaders,
the homosexual lobby, backed by the
White House and the U.S. Department
of Justice, were busy turning sodomy
into a basic “human right.” By the time
the Obergefell decision came down,
6
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there was no great public outcry, no
“Morality Matters” protests in the streets.
The Church had been beaten badly in
the public square—again—and left
pondering if we, as Christians, could still
bake wedding cakes without going to jail
or being labeled bigots in the mainstream
media.
Meanwhile, the sexual revolutionaries
were busy pressing ahead with their next
strategic moves. The American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU), for example,
published its new list of “post-marriage”
priorities almost immediately after the
Obergefell decision for how the LGBT
movement could build on its momentum
and seize new beachheads. The priority
list includes (but is not limited to):
1.		Eliminating
all
religious
exemptions. The ACLU and other LGBT
lawyers are preparing to shoot down
the religious exemptions churches and
religious organizations now eagerly
seek. The LGBT lobby wants to deny all
conservative anti-homosexual churches
and religious groups the right to avoid
hiring homosexuals on religious grounds.
They want to deny churches and religious
organizations tax exempt status, if they
don’t admit or hire homosexuals. And
they want to deny all religiously inclined
organizations access to state and federal
funding, if they oppose homosexual
behavior.
2.		 Passing a comprehensive federal
LGBT civil rights law that adds “sexual
orientation” and “gender identity” to all
state human rights laws, forcing courts to
ban all forms of “sexual discrimination”
against LGBT people.
3.		 Expanding transgender rights by
not requiring any proof of gender identity,
by ensuring that LGBT people will have
full access to single-sex spaces, such
as bathrooms and locker rooms, and by
gaining full access to “transition-related”
health services, such as sex change
operations at taxpayer expense.
4.		 Changing parenting laws so that
lesbians and gay men can easily adopt or
provide foster care.3

The Obergefell case became a tipping
point, propelling the sexual revolution
forward farther and faster, because it
boldly marked an official public demotion
of biblical authority over moral life.
The highest court in the land based its
judgment not on biblical law or precedents
steeped in Christian morality, but on a
relativistic ethic that leaves our culture
with little or no restraints against sexual
immorality. The moral conscience of the
nation, exemplified by the judgments of
its high court, is no longer willing to call
sin, sin (sadly, some surveys indicate that
many Christian young people don’t think
same-sex marriage can be so wrong, if
two people “really love each other”).
Worse, the court turned sexual morality
upside down: once, sodomy was a crime;
now we are only a few legal cases or
legislative bills away from biblical
morality becoming a crime, rejected as
legally indefensible, contrary to the new
sexual order, and something that must be
suppressed for “the good of the public.”
An absurd example of this new
upside-down sexual order is the recent
Chicago-area public school case where a
“transgendered” male student, who now
self-identifies as a girl, is being federally
“protected” from the draconian school
administration which dared to suggest
he/she change or shower separately from
his/her classmates. The case was deemed
so important for transgender rights
that the U.S. Department of Education
(overstepped) ordered the school to
provide private showers for all or for none.
Anything less would be discriminatory.
As Assistant U.S. Secretary for Civil
Rights Catherine Lhamon said in a widely
quoted statement, “All students deserve
the opportunity to participate equally in
school programs and activities—this is
a basic civil right.” Apparently, the civil
rights of young school girls to shower
in privacy, free from the peering eyes
of sexually confused (or deceptive, but
still biologically) boys, are no longer
“basic” in the new federally sanctioned
sexual order. And if the ACLU succeeds
Faith & Fellowship

The Spiral of Silence
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in removing all religious exemptions,
church-related schools might be forced to
comply with similar federal rulings.
The Obergefell case also marks a tipping
point in the creation and sustenance
of the sexual revolution by its highly
effective use of the social propaganda
technique known as the “Spiral of
Silence.” The “Spiral of Silence” theory,
first identified by the German political
scientist Elisabeth Noelle-Neumann,4
explains why people remain silent, rather
than speak up in opposition to views
with which they strongly disagree when
in a group or public setting. Pressure
to remain silent can be strongly felt, if
people perceive (rightly or wrongly)
that their views are in the minority and
subject to possible ridicule or scorn by a
bold or confident majority. They are not
necessarily persuaded by the perceived
majority views, but their silence begins
to have a negative “spiraling” effect on
themselves and others who are unsure,
have doubts, or hold similar minority
views when no significant opposition to
the majority view is expressed in public.
The downward spiral is reinforced
every time opinion leaders, such as
pastors, teachers, major media figures,
or other public figures, speak positively
for the perceived majority position and
suggest, however subtly, that minority
views are pathetic or absurd. Mockery
quickly displaces reasoned debate over
the substantive merits for or against
competing ideas. “Majority” or “mob”
rule wins by default, regardless of the
actual merits of the majority view. The
social and political climate under such
circumstances then becomes socially
and politically repressive when minority
opinions are increasingly ridiculed and
deemed publicly unacceptable. Minority
view holders become easily threatened
(as “bigots” and “haters”) with loss of
social status or political freedom. One can
see similar tendencies today on campuses
and in the mainstream media regarding
“discussions” of political correctness,
campus hate speech codes, abortion
www.ffmagazine.org

“rights,” homosexual “marriage,” and
even pedophilia. The silencing of the
Church and other voices opposed to the
sexual revolution was no accident.
This sea change in the moral order
and the spiral of silence that has stilled
voices opposed to the sexual revolution
confirm what author E. Michael Jones
has argued in his compelling book,
Libido Dominandi: Sexual Liberation
and Political Control (2000). He explains
that the sexual revolution is ultimately
about political control. It is a way of
harnessing human lust to serve and to
sustain a godless state. As he puts it,
“Sexual liberation is a form of control, a
way of maintaining the regime in power
by exploiting the passions of the naïve,
who identify with their passions as if
they were their own and identify with the
regime which ostensibly enables them
to gratify these passions[,] . . . and are
thereby molded into a powerful political
force by those who are most expert in
manipulating the flow of imagery and
rationalization.”5
The Obergefell decision and its political
spawn illustrate Jones’ point well: “The
best way to control man is to do so
without his awareness that he is being
controlled, and the best way to do that
is through the systematic manipulation
of the passions, because man tends to
identify his passions as his own. In
defending them he defends his ‘freedom,’
which he usually sees as the unfettered
ability to fulfill his desires, without, for
the most part, understanding how easy
it is to manipulate those passions from
without.”6
Like all those who mock God’s law
and the Law Giver, however, sexual
revolutionaries and those seeking
political domination will not have the last
laugh. Sexual liberation is ultimately no
liberation at all, but what the Apostle Paul
and St. Augustine saw at the end of the
Roman Empire and described as “slavery
to sin.” The new sexual moral order is
literally an order of misery and bondage.
And political control is no control, unless

it comes from the hand of the One who
sovereignly exalts and humbles the
nations, according to his holy will. The
good news amidst all the sexual sin and
political grasping in our day is that God’s
grace alone is sufficient to save all who
are slaves to sin. And he is not silent.
Dr. Roy Atwood, Ph.D., is the Abraham Kuyper
Distinguished Professor at Morthland College,
West Frankfort, Illinois, and the Director of the
Founders Institute on Public Policy.
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P

erhaps the most surprising thing
about the Supreme Court ruling
in Obergefell v. Hodges, where
the Court ruled that the right to marry is
guaranteed to same-sex couples, was that
it didn’t surprise anyone. Everyone saw it
coming even if they didn’t agree with it.
How did we get here? It seems, just
a generation ago, the idea that samesex marriages could be the law of the
land was a rather obscure, liberal idea
constrained to particular urban coastal
communities and not indicative of the
majority of Americans. But within the
last 30 years the gay rights movement
was able to change hearts and minds. In
short, they captured the zeitgeist.
The Church strains to respond to
such changes with some denominations
embracing gay marriage and clergy, and
others finding it difficult to convincingly
promote a view that often amounts to
“love the sinner, hate the sin.” We call
8

this new age of changing values “PostChristendom”
or
after-Christianity.
The idea is that Christianity’s cultural
influence is dying out, and quickly.
For centuries Western culture was
grounded in the Christian narrative.
Christian language and ideas shaped
not only the way people lived, but the
way they thought. The words we use—
language—are not just inherited sounds
with corresponding definitions, they are
a way of thinking and seeing the world.
We think in language. When we inherit a
language, we inherit a culture. Since we
think in language, our thinking is already
situated in a history of ideas, beliefs,
practices, rituals and ethics. This is not
a new idea. Proponents of the “PC” or
politically correct movement understand
this. PC is really about changing language
in order to change hearts and minds.
As Christian influence wanes, the
language is changing. Not only does

“marriage” now mean something
different, so does what it means to be gay
or a gay person. Words like “tolerance,”
“power,” “discrimination,” “racism,”
and “terror” are all charged with new
and anxious meanings. The importance
of language should not surprise us. The
Bible tells us we are listening creatures.
Christ is the Logos or Word, and it is by
listening to him that we are saved.1
In Genesis we see a speaking God and
a respondent universe. God speaks, the
creation obeys. But in Genesis 3 Satan
speaks: “You surely will not die.” Satan
offers a new and independent existence.
“For God knows that when you eat of
[the fruit], your eyes will be opened and
you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.”2 What is really going on here?
Satan tempts Eve by offering an
alternate universe. Instead of a universe
where God is in charge and has all the
power, Satan envisions a universe of
Faith & Fellowship

A Way Forward
BRUCE HILLMAN

human independence and self-sufficiency.
In this new universe good and evil are
judgments in the hands of humans who
will have the same knowledge and
authority as God. God won’t say what is
good and evil anymore; humans, equipped
with the power of language, will name
what is good and bad. This culminates
in the Tower of Babel narrative where
God must frustrate human ingenuity and
mutual depravity by diversifying human
language.
What does all this mean for PostChristendom? It helps us see how we got
here, but also a way forward. The idea
of an independent humanity is as old as
Genesis 3. But when Western culture
was under Christian influence it had the
advantage of Christian vocabulary, gifted
by the Church, in which to think about
life, ethics, the human person, politics
and purpose. As Christian influence
dies out, new language replaces the old,
changing and shaping the landscape of
Western culture.
It was, ironically, the Reformation
(along with 17th century Roman Catholic
Augustinianism)
that
precipitated
the death of Christendom. For one
unfortunate and unforeseen effect of the
Reformation was that it gave opportunity
for political leaders to separate from the
Church’s authority. Henry VIII declared
himself the functional “pope” of the
English Church using Reformation ideas.
The German Emperor and minor lords
of Europe, long frustrated with Rome’s
overbearing influence, used Reformation
ideas to thwart Catholic political power.
It has long been documented that the
Reformation helped lead to the Western
idea of the person as an “individual” with
“rights.” 17th century Augustinianism
added to the problem by saying that things
branded “sacred” belonged to a “private”
realm. Using these two emerging
ideas, philosophers and thinkers of the
Enlightenment began to envision a world
of two spheres, the “secular” and the
“sacred.”
www.ffmagazine.org

Under this new way of thinking the
world had two parts—a sacred part
that was private and personal, and a
secular or political part that was public
and accessible to everyone by way of
a common human commodity, reason.
What resulted were things like the
social sciences (psychology, psychiatry
and sociology),3 the promotion of the
sciences as the only truths of certainty,
and the State as divorced from religious
influence.
Unfortunately, the Church accepted this
new language of secular vs. sacred, and
sought to participate in society by means
that often only amounted to doing ethics.
So the Church would become known not
for her narrative of damnation from sin
and gracious salvation in Christ, but for
what she thought of ethical issues. She
took up the role of moral policeman and
ethical counselor and by doing so gave
credence to the new emerging language
of secular and religious spheres: that the
place for religious things is private and
the place for politics is public. Religion’s
importance became demoted as it was
no longer on the same level as “reason,”
which was best seen in science and
mathematics. It became unreasonable
to say miracles or the supernatural were
“real”—after all the definition of “real”
had changed. Now what was real had to
be empirical.
The result from such a change was
the Church’s eventual loss of cultural
importance. No longer content to preach
Christ crucified, it became a moral
watcher-on-the-wall. The secular society
saw no good “reason” to behave in any
religiously informed moral way. Since the
narrative of the Church was constrained
to private belief there was no reason to
impose such a view publicly. In the end
the language changed, and it changed
everything.
So what is the way forward? Certainly
any attempt to recreate Christendom is
fraught with danger. Rather, the Church
in exile does best to return to the basics—

or better put—be more authentically
herself. Since the Church knows the endgame, since it knows the Kingdom of
God is here and advancing, since it knows
Christ is setting all things right and will
come again to judge the living and dead,
she sits secure amidst a world drifting in
change and uncertainty, searching for a
new language by which to make sense of
itself.
While the Church can and should
police its own morality, it should strive
hard to not be seen as fundamentally
about shaping and changing cultural
moral issues. Rather, it must return to
the narrative of sin and redemption in
Christ. This “foolish” message as Paul
calls it, has the power to save souls.
Since we believe in salvation by grace
alone, then that means we believe that
every conversion is a miracle. And if a
miracle, then God’s work. And if God’s
work, then grounded in his might and
power. Still, the Church is responsible to
go, tell, teach and baptize. If we return to
that message of sin and redemption and
avoid the very real temptation to make
the culture cosmetically “Christian,” then
we shall, perhaps, find that the Church
in exile is the Church blessed, and the
Church blessed, blesses the world.
Pastor Bruce Hillman serves Hillside Lutheran
Brethren Church in Succasunna, New Jersey.

Sources
1.
2.
3.

Romans 10:17, Mark 9:7
Genesis 3:5, adapted.
I do not mean to say or imply the social sciences
are wrong or unhelpful. Rather, I want to bring
attention to the fact that their assumptions about
the human person and mental/relational health
rest independently of religion or spirituality. In
other words they work on the assumption that the
human person’s problem is nature vs. nurture and
that the problem can be ultimately fixed without
the need for the spiritual. The spiritual may be a
helpful addition, but is not necessary.
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Dr. Eugene Boe, Lutheran Brethren Seminary

A Letter to the Church in Exile
LBS J-Term Speaker: EUGENE BOE

T

o my dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ—now the Church in Exile:
I greet you in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Over the past several decades it has
become increasingly clear that the world
in which we live does not share at a
foundational level our understandings
of truth, beliefs, or values. We are
realizing, as Peter Leithart has said,
“that the Christian underpinnings of
our civilization are more eroded than
we think.” As these underpinnings are
displaced, we as believers find ourselves
less at home in this world. The world that
was created by God to be the home of
his people has become something other,
so that his people now live as exiles,
resident aliens even though we share in
many of the same activities as all citizens.
Living as exiles is uncomfortable and
10

trying. No one finds it natural to live
excluded or marginalized. The pressure
to accommodate by adapting to this new
environment for a more “at home” feel
is very real. However, this would be a
denial of who we are as God’s people and
of his calling for our lives. The adaptation
can be subtle and gradual, much like the
frog in the kettle of water that gradually
adjusts to the rising temperature until it is
too late. The beloved apostle John writes
to us: “Do not love the world or anything
in the world. If anyone loves the world,
love for the Father is not in them. For
everything in the world—the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life—comes not from the Father but from
the world. The world and its desires pass
away, but whoever does the will of God
lives forever” (1 John 2:15-17).
Our Lord Jesus tells us that we who

believe in him through his words are
branches connected to him who is the true
vine (John 15:5). His word to us makes us
clean, and he now calls us his friends. So
because each of us is one of his, bought
with his precious blood, branched into
him, we are not of this world even as he is
not of the world. Our home is in him and
with him. We have been chosen by him
to be his very own. We belong to him.
He laid down his life for us. Therefore
he says to us: “If the world hates you,
keep in mind that it hated me first. If you
belonged to the world, it would love you
as its own. As it is, you do not belong to
the world, but I have chosen you out of
the world. That is why the world hates
you. Remember what I told you: ‘A
servant is not greater than his master.’ If
they persecuted me, they will persecute
you also. If they obeyed my teaching,
Faith & Fellowship

J-Term
Pasadena, CA • Fergus Falls, MN • Briarcliff Manor, NY • Lynnwood, WA

Watch the sessions
at your convenience: www.LBS.edu/jterm2016

Living & Serving Post-Obergefell

January 18-20, 2016

“When the foundations are being destroyed, what can the
righteous do? The Lord is in his holy temple; the Lord is on
his heavenly throne. He observes everyone on earth; his eyes
examine them.”
			
Psalm 11:3-4

they will obey yours also” (John 15:1820).
Even as one of his we might be
tempted to consider the option of escape
through isolation—to attempt to insulate
ourselves. After all we are not to love the
world. But this alternative has not been
given to us by our Lord. Even though we
are not “rooted in the world, its system,
its way of life,” as Frederick Dale Bruner
puts it, we still live and remain in the
world. In fact, we are sent to it by our Lord
to care for his creation and love its people
made in his image. As Jesus prays to his
Father, “My prayer is not that you take
them out of the world but that you protect
them from the evil one” (John 17:15). As
he was sent by the Father, Jesus sent the
disciples into the world so that through
their message we would believe.
But it does not stop there. Jesus prays,
www.ffmagazine.org

“…Father, just as you are in me and I am
in you. May they also be in us so that the
world may believe that you have sent
me” (John 17:21). Dearly beloved, we
remain in the world and engage the world
as ones sent with his words of truth and
redemption, so that the world will know
that the Father has sent Jesus and that the
Father loves them even as he loves Jesus.
We live in the world. However, we are not
rooted in the world, but rather branched
in Christ for the life of the world.
The Psalmist asks, “When the
foundations are being destroyed, what
can the righteous do?” He then responds,
“The Lord is in his holy temple, the
Lord is on his heavenly throne” (Psalm
11:3-4). So we live in the world with
this confidence that the Lord is on his
throne and that we are his people through
Christ’s work on the cross. He has given

his Word by which he upholds all things.
By his Word we live and serve branched
in him the true vine, who is also the
foundation that cannot be shaken but
remains forever.
Dr. Eugene Boe, Ph.D. is Dean of Lutheran
Brethren Seminary, Fergus Falls, Minnesota,
and serves as professor of Systematic and
Historical Theology.

Visit LBS at: www.LBS.edu
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The World is Not Our Home
ROY HEGGLAND

F

or much of the 20th century, we
Americans lived in a nation that
at least paid lip service to the
Judeo-Christian values upon which our
nation was founded. As a Christian, it
was pretty easy to feel “at home” in most
places in America. What you heard on
Sunday mornings in your church was not
that different from the views expressed
by large numbers of people with whom
you worked and lived. Of course, many
of those people with whom we lived were
not believers, but they didn’t seem that
different from us. We didn’t stick out. It
was easy to blend in.
As we ended the last century and are
now into the 16th year of the 21st century,
the Church has realized that its values
and worldview are not very popular in
our culture anymore and sound “crazy”
to most people. What is right is now
being called wrong and what is wrong
is now labeled as right. We are living in
a society that mirrors what the prophet
Isaiah decried in 5:20-21, “Woe to those
who call evil good and good evil, who put
darkness for light and light for darkness,
who put bitter for sweet and sweet for
bitter. Woe to those who are wise in their
own eyes and clever in their own sight.”
A few evenings ago I had dinner with a
coworker who was baffled by the truly evil
behavior of people with whom he works.
His belief that people are basically good
was falling apart and he couldn’t cope
with the implications. When I shared that
the Bible tells us that all people are born
with sinful and selfish natures, separated
from God, he said that theory was brand
new to him but seemed to fit with what
he was experiencing. I explained that it
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wasn’t a theory, but was a truth as old as
the Fall.
We may feel as though it’s time to
circle the wagons and separate ourselves
from a society that has become hostile
to Christianity. Our desire for selfpreservation would justify withdrawing
from those who wish us ill. But listen to
what God inspired the prophet Jeremiah
to write to the exiled Israelites in
Babylon—a nation that truly was their
enemy and who had forcibly carried them
into captivity: “But seek the welfare of
the city where I have sent you into exile,
and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in
its welfare you will find your welfare”
(Jeremiah 29:7, ESV). We are called
to seek the welfare of those around us.
We are to be salt and light in a perverse
generation.
Perhaps more than ever in our lifetimes,
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BY MAIL (U.S.):

Sept.

Nov.

Oct.

Accumulated
Difference

200,000
100,000

0

proclaiming and displaying the love
of Christ through acts of kindness and
gentleness will be more visible to our
coworkers and neighbors because it has
become a much more “alien” way to live
and act in today’s society. Stewardship is
using all that God has given us to benefit
those around us. The prophet Jeremiah
was actually calling the exiled Israelites
to be good stewards. Christ is calling us
to show the world who he is by how we
live, act and care for others. May we be
faithful stewards for his glory.
Roy Heggland serves the CLB as Associate for
Biblical Stewardship.
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Women’s Ministries
Church of the Lutheran Brethren

Preparing Our Pastors’ Wives
CHERYL OLSEN

I

t is increasingly difficult to be a pastor
or a pastor’s wife in our culture.
Pastors are trained at Lutheran
Brethren Seminary, but there is a need for
training the women who serve alongside
them. Women’s Ministries planned the
first SWEET Retreat (Seminary Women
Encouraging, Equipping, and Training)
in 2003, provided materials for weekly
Bible studies, and scholarships for women
to take Seminary classes. Thirteen years
later, this training continues annually,
planned by a committee including wives
of our Seminary professors, funded by
your contributions to WMCLB. It is a
worthy project!
I asked a few current students’ wives and
recent graduates how this has impacted
their lives and preparation for ministry.
Recurring words were: “building
relationships,” “encouragement,” and
“support.” These gifted women move
to Fergus Falls, MN from all regions of
North America; big and tiny churches,
city and rural, from being raised in a
Christian home to coming to faith as an
adult. Ministry is their common thread.
Following God’s call can be lonely. “So
having the opportunity to connect with
women who are going through a lot of the
same things has been really encouraging
and a blessing.” “Hearing the speakers
was invaluable. I can name them all (four
retreats for me) and at least some piece
of advice they each gave. And I have
used everything I have learned. It is just
like the Lord knew what tools we would
need and would fill our tool belt. And
the worship; wow, the worship! Imagine
a group of twenty women honoring our
God with song and prayer in his natural
beauty. More than once the tears flowed,
or my breath was taken away.”
www.ffmagazine.org

SWEET Retreat 2015

There is great value for them in
connecting early in the school year in
“an intense bonding experience” and
continuing to immerse themselves
weekly in God’s Word with others who
authentically share prayer concerns. This
is building a network for their future
ministry. “We know each other, we know
who to call/message when we need
help, encouragement, and prayer.” “As
we will be serving alongside each other
in this denomination for the future, the
relationships and accountability we build
now will have great payoffs for years to
come.” “I like the encouragement and
advice I get from the ladies in different
places in life and in their ministry.”
(For example, Regional Pastors’ wives,
missionaries, and others.) “The Bible
study has been really great—to study
God’s Word together and share our hearts
and be able to pray for each other.” “One
thing I’ve loved about the Seminary
women Bible studies is the chance to
practice leading studies and talking
through how to choose good studies
for various groups.” “One thing I have
struggled with is the feeling of inadequacy

in thinking about being a pastor’s wife
and being involved in ministry. God has
really been laying on my heart to give
those things to him—that he uses us,
ordinary people—and being willing to
trust him in the things and places he calls
us to.”
Continue to pray for these wonderful
women, as the Lord prepares them for
ministry in our world!
Cheryl Olsen is the Faith & Fellowship
correspondent for Women’s Ministries of the
Church of the Lutheran Brethren.
Visit: www.WMCLB.com

Attention:
The National Women’s Ministries Team (NWMT) of
the WMCLB is proposing several minor additions and
changes to the By-Laws of the organization.
The summary of the proposed changes is posted on
www.clba.org/wmclbamendments for your review,
and the complete document of the Constitution and
By-Laws of WMCLB, with proposed changes noted, is
available at www.WMCLB.com.
See page.19 of this magazine for more information.
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Finding Faith...
Twice
DEVON CRAIG

L

ike most Christians, I grew up
with parents who took me to
church every week. I grew up
in a different denomination, and my
father served in many roles: Sunday
School teacher, vestryman (similar to an
elder), and wherever else he could serve
within the confines of laity. My mother
was one of those tireless women, often
unseen, whose presence made the church
run: cleaning, starching, and pressing
altar linens and vestments, arranging
flowers, polishing what had to be miles
of woodwork, and—the hallmark of
any good church—preparing countless
meals for fellowship dinners! With that
foundation, it only makes sense that I
would grow up to be a faithful child. I
was an acolyte, covered in cassocks, up
at the altar. The church was my home.
It’s the perfect story, right? Well, yes… if
that is where we ended it. Life, however,
had other plans. I will spare the details,
but suffice it to say the parish of my
14

Faith Chapel LBC/Lindsay Natale/2015

upbringing lost its way, and stopped
teaching God’s truth, and so began my
search for a new church. I was still in
college, and as so often happens, the
ways of the world replaced God’s way.
Around 2005, I decided it was time
to get back to church. Great, right? As I
found myself trying different churches
in the area, I felt like the title character
in a bad version of Goldilocks: I found
hot and I found cold, but I hadn’t found
“just right.” The beginning of the turning
point took place one day in Cranston,
Rhode Island when my then-roommate
had consumed the last of the milk.
As I grumbled down the street to the
convenience store on the corner to get
something to put in my coffee, I looked
across the street at the giant dirt lot and
said aloud: “Lord… I have had enough. I
want to come home. I need a church that
puts you first. And, since I’m asking for
things, could you please give me faith?”
God has a wonderful sense of humor,

and when he wants to make a message
clear, he will not be subtle. The very
next day, as I pulled out of the apartment
complex to drive to work, there was a
sign on the corner of the dirt lot: “Future
home of FAITH.” I still laugh, thinking
God took me rather seriously. Shortly
thereafter came the present building of
Faith Chapel in Cranston. I attended a
service, and felt an instant connection.
The people were welcoming and I heard
the words that started my recovery.
When the pastor was about to preach his
sermon, he said something I had never
heard before, but am happy to say I have
heard often in the Church of the Lutheran
Brethren: “Please open your Bibles and
read this with me… I don’t want you to
take my word for this. I want you to see
God’s words with your own eyes.” Wow.
I had grown up knowing the Scripture
that cautions us to not lean on our own
understanding, but never seen it put into
action. It resonated. God is present here.
Faith & Fellowship

Faith Chapel Lutheran Brethren Church, Cranston, Rhode Island

I would love to think that it was at that
moment that I found my faith again, but
the defining point was in 2013. Some
works take longer, and God had to break
out the big chisels to get through my
skull. Thankfully he doesn’t give up on
anyone—ever. I had to face the greatest
test of my life: because of a stroke, I
had lost my job. While God gave me a
complete recovery, it did not suit my
former employer’s timing, and I was
released. My new job was seasonal
and came to an end. I had no income.
Once I found a job, it did not cover the
rent. I found myself homeless. Without
hesitation, the church supported me.
The pastor stored my furniture in the
parsonage, and an elder got me placed
in a homeless shelter. Ultimately, I found
the shelter an unsafe environment for me,
and chose to live in my car. In that time, I
had my greatest treasure on the seat beside
me—the Bible. I read it and prayed, and I
felt a calming presence that whispered to
www.ffmagazine.org

my soul, “Trust me.” I would look at the
stars in the sky and think carefully of the
one who made each of them, and I finally
thought, “Yes, Lord. I will trust in you.”
Four months later, the owner of the
motel where I work allowed me to move
into one of the rooms on the property. I
have been there ever since. While it is not
a home, I am grateful for it. I have shelter,
I can bathe, and I am mindful each time
my head touches the pillow that there are
others who lack both.
I have had a lifelong issue with my
hearing which keeps me from clearly
understanding the sounds around me,
but I am happy to say I now serve on
the worship team at Faith as their first
signing member, rendering our worship
music into sign language.
Recently, I became a member of the
church, not only choosing Faith Chapel as
my home, but the Church of the Lutheran
Brethren as my spiritual family. Since
then, I have had God’s presence working

in my life in an even mightier way. One
of my goals is to develop my fluency in
sign language and to bring the good news
of Christ not only to the hearing, but to
the deaf.
Where will this story end? This much
I know: It will happen in God’s time,
and he has not only given me Faith, the
chapel, but he has restored my faith.
I have come home.
Devon Craig is a member of Faith Chapel
Lutheran Brethren Church in Cranston, Rhode
Island.
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Nathanael Szobody greeting Bagirmi men in central Chad

My Mother and My Brothers
NATHANAEL SZOBODY

W

ho will slaughter the ram?” In
the Muslim Bagirmi tribe this
is not just a logistical concern.
An animal must be slaughtered a certain
way, facing a certain direction, while a
certain Muslim mantra is pronounced
over it: “In the name of Allah.” Otherwise
it is not “halal”, it is unclean.
My wife and children and I were
spending six months in a Bagirmi village
of Chad to learn the Bagirmi language.
I thought an Easter feast would be a
good way to connect with our neighbors.
16

People always come for food, and they
don’t mind hearing our Bible stories as
long as they don’t feel like I’m trying
to “change” them. So I bought a ram,
organized some friends to prepare the
meal, and practiced reading the Easter
story in Bagirmi.
Then I walked through the village,
stopping at every group of men sitting
together on mats by the road, and I
invited them and their wives to the feast.
One man was particularly concerned:
“Who will slaughter the ram?” Knowing

Muslim custom, I had already arranged
for the ram to be properly slaughtered.
But I was eager for a thoughtful
conversation, so I feigned: “What does it
matter?” He replied: “If you slaughter it,
there’s no problem—we know you are a
religious person. But if your friend Julien
slaughters it, we won’t come.” Now
I was shocked. It is true that my friend
Julien is not Bagirmi, nor is he Muslim.
He is a faithful Christian with a flawless
reputation in the community. He is kind
to everyone, always helpful, and openly
Faith & Fellowship
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“Pointing to his disciples, Jesus said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever
does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.’”
			

fears God—something that Muslims
usually respect. And he certainly knows
how to slaughter a ram the “right” way. I
was completely bewildered: “Why won’t
you eat a ram that Julien slaughters?”
Nothing could have prepared me for his
reply: “Julien is black.”
There is a long history behind that
statement, “Julien is black.” Of course,
they are all “black.” My family were
the only white people in the whole
region. But in the minds of my Muslim
neighbors, “black” is associated with
“pagan,” nonreligious, southerners.
The Bagirmi converted to Islam in the
tenth century. This makes them part
of the Muslim Umma, the world-wide
community of those who follow the
prophet Muhammed. They keep the
Muslim prayers and they fast. In their
minds this makes them infinitely superior
to their non-Muslim “black” neighbors
to the South. In fact, until as little as a
century ago, the Bagirmi preyed on the
southern tribes, raiding their villages for
slaves and food. They would slaughter all
the men and take the women and children
as slaves. They had a right to, so they
thought: those people were pagans.
Times have changed. Missionary
efforts during the twentieth century have
produced a sizable Church among the
southerners. Additionally, 20th century
wars in the south drove many of those
southerners to the North, to settle in
territories that were previously only
Muslim. Now there is a southern Christian
population in nearly every Bagirmi
village, albeit in separate neighborhoods
www.ffmagazine.org

		

Matthew 12:49-50

on the outskirts of town. Former slavers
and former enslaved, living side by side.
Julien is one of these southerners, a
member of an exiled Church, living out
his faith in Christ in a Muslim town, yet
despised in spite of his best efforts.
“Julien is black.” Like a blow to
my missionary consciousness, that
statement awoke in me a new sense
of our calling in Chad. We read in the
Apostle Paul’s letters that the gospel of
Jesus Christ breaks down cultural and
ethnic barriers to create one holy people
for God, united in love. Julien and I are
one in Christ. The Bagirmi respect me
as a white westerner of means, but they
despise him as a southerner. I told them:
“There is no difference between Julien
and me; we are both followers of Jesus.”
They tried to argue with me and justify
their disdain for him. This only gave me
further opportunity to tell them about
God’s love for all people equally in Jesus.
They remain unconvinced, but the Lord
used their perspective to open a door for
the gospel. And he gave me a moment of
clarity on how I can contribute concretely
to demonstrating the gospel in a Muslim
town: to show love and esteem for those
who belong to Christ, despised by their
neighbors, but holy, blameless, and pure
in the sight of God.
Here as everywhere, the Church does
not look very holy, blameless, or pure.
Now we live in another Bagirmi town. We
have built a house and are figuring out how
and where we fit in the local community.
There are Christians here as well. They
speak a southern language that we do not

understand, but we have attended church
in an effort to have good relationships
with them and encourage Christ’s body in
some way. It is not always easy to esteem
these Christians. They struggle with
many remnants of their pagan practices.
Drunkenness, witchcraft and abuse are
rife. To our Muslim neighbors, and often
to us, they still look rather pagan. The
scenario recalls what the Pharisees must
have thought of the drunks, sinners and
prostitutes that hung around Jesus. But
we know that Christ’s Spirit is at work
among those called by his name. Has not
the foolishness of this foreign group of
Christians been placed in a Muslim land
to shame its self-righteous wisdom?
Our nearest neighbor is a young
Catholic woman, Marie. She comes to our
well for water and has enjoyed listening
to me tell Bible stories. My Bagirmi
friends began to scold her one day for
taking the liberty of coming in our yard
and pumping water. I told them: “Leave
her alone. She is my sister.” They looked
at me, bemused. I pursued: “I attended
her baptism just last week. She and I
are family in Jesus, along with all who
believe in him.” They laughed nervously
and left her alone. How I long that Marie
were their sister, too!
Nathanael Szobody and his wife Carrie serve
with Lutheran Brethren International Mission as
missionaries to the Bagirmi people of Chad.
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Larsen Installed

Well Done, Faithful Servant!

(L to R) John Dederian (elder), Rev. Tony Karlik, Rev. Aage Larsen, Mike Renn
(elder and congregation chairman).

On October 11, 2015, Rev. Aage Larsen was installed
as the pastor of The Mission Church in Paramus, NJ.
The Rev. Anthony Karlik officiated.

Wilson Ordained

(L to R) Jeff Kleveland (elder), Rev. Phil Heiser (Regional Pastor), Rev. Jeremy
Wilson (pastor), Dan Knudsen (elder), Pat Knee (elder), Gary Kollmann (elder).

On November 1, 2015, Jeremy Wilson was ordained
at Lutheran Brethren Church of Nampa, ID. Regional
Pastor Phil Heiser officiated.

Olson Installed

Chaplain Ken Austin speaking at the 100th Anniversary of Lutheran Brethren Homes.

Chaplain Kenneth Austin, 76, of Underwood, MN died Tuesday,
October 27, 2015. Ken was born on December 11, 1938, in Minot,
ND. On February 15, 1959, he married Mavis Field in Minot, ND.
As a layperson Ken participated in Church of the Lutheran Brethren
church plants in Dickinson, ND and Bismarck, ND. In 1987 he moved to
Fergus Falls, MN to attend Lutheran Brethren Seminary. He graduated
in 1990. After seminary Ken worked for Lutheran Brethren Schools
in the Alumni Office and for the CLB Home Missions department.
During that time he served Aurdal and Messiah, Lutheran churches
in the Fergus Falls area. In 2002, he became the full-time chaplain for
Lutheran Brethren Homes (Broen Memorial Home) and served there
until his death. Blessed be the memory of Kenneth Austin.

Phil Heiser Installed as RP

(L to R) Jack Peters (chairman), Rev. Phil Heiser (Regional Pastor), Roald
Runnestrand (elder), Rev. Larry Olson (pastor), Chuck Eidem (elder).

On November 8, 2015, Immanuel LBC of Pasadena,
CA installed Rev. Larry Olson as pastor. Regional
Pastor Phil Heiser officiated.

Collins Installed

(L to R) Pastor Timothy Collins, Elders Harry Krog, Tom Lake, Ross Bjorkman,
Rev. Troy Tysdal (CLB Director of Comm.), Rev. Stan Olsen (Regional Pastor).

On November 22, 2015, Messiah LC of Underwood,
MN installed Timothy Collins as pastor. Regional
Pastor Stan Olsen officiated.
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CLB President Paul Larson leading the installation of Rev. Phil Heiser as Pacific Regional Pastor.

On May 6, 2015, the Council of Directors of the Church of the Lutheran
Brethren voted unanimously to affirm President Paul Larson’s
appointment of Rev. Phil Heiser as the new Regional Pastor of the
Pacific Region. On November 10, 2015, Rev. Heiser was installed
into the position of Pacific Regional Pastor at Maple Park Lutheran
Brethren Church in Lynnwood, WA.
Rev. Heiser has been married to his wife Wendy for 20 years. They
have two children, Tim (17) and Maddie (14). He graduated from
Lutheran Brethren Seminary in 2006 and has served congregations in
Alexandria, MN and Lynnwood, WA.
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Employment Opportunity

Attention: WMCLB

Do you feel God calling you to work full-time for the
advancement of his kingdom here on earth? Are you passionate
about the joint ministries of the Church of the Lutheran
Brethren? Are you comfortable traveling and discussing the
financial needs of our denomination? If so, then we are looking
for you.
The Church of the Lutheran Brethren is hiring an individual to
fill the position of Associate for Advancement Ministry. We are
looking for someone to meet with donors, build relationships,
and convey the five-year plans and goals of our denomination to
our constituents.
If this sounds like you, then we would like to hear from you.
Please send your resumé to: PLarson@CLBA.org

The National Women’s Ministries Team of the WMCLB is
proposing several minor additions and changes to the By-Laws
of the organization. In accordance with the requirements of the
Constitution this proposal will be announced in two successive
editions of the Faith & Fellowship magazine and voted on at
the WMCLB Convention on July 16, 2016 in Fergus Falls,
MN. All women who are members of a CLB congregation are
eligible to vote. The summary of the proposed changes is posted
at www.CLBA.org/WMCLBamendments for your review, and
the complete document of the Constitution and By-Laws of
WMCLB, with proposed changes noted, is available at www.
WMCLB.com. You may also request a copy of the proposal by
emailing the Director at ruthalicev@gmail.com. The changes
involve the addition of the current Statement of Faith of the CLB,
the experience and training requirements for the Director, some
minor adjustments to the job descriptions of officers, and the
addition of an appointed position of Information Coordinator.
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Rev. Brent Juliot edits Faith & Fellowship magazine, teaches math at
Hillcrest Lutheran Academy, and serves as pastor at Stavanger Lutheran
Church in Fergus Falls, MN.
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his analogy probably wasn’t George Barna’s in the
first place, but he brought it to my attention with the
title of his book The Frog in the Kettle. The idea is
that if you drop a frog into a shallow kettle of boiling water,
the frog won’t die. It will react to the heat and jump right out
again. If, on the other hand, you place that frog in a kettle of
cool or lukewarm water and then gradually turn up the heat,
the frog is doomed. It will be comfortable to start with, and
then just keep acclimating to the increased heat until it is too
late to jump out. Death is slow but certain.
I was still a kid when the Roe v. Wade decision made
abortion on demand the law of the land. I really didn’t get it
at first and later wondered how such incredible moral change
could have come to us out of the blue. I got the impression
that, like the frog in the kettle, Christians never saw it coming.
When the Obergefell v. Hodges decision came down last June,
I was out of the country. By the time I got back to the U.S.,
the initial furor had died down. I confess I didn’t fully grasp
the implications until I edited the articles inside. Again, this
sudden moral change is shocking! How did we get here?
Ask the frog in the kettle! Changes were gradually taking
place in government policy, in education, in the media. The
heat was being turned up. We were vaguely aware of it, but it
wasn’t painful enough to elicit the widespread response that
might have turned the heat back down. We realize now that
the Supreme Court has not changed our moral culture; it has
simply recognized the changes that have already—gradually—
taken place.
A worrisome thought: We don’t really know if the kettle
is boiling yet. Is there more to come? Either way, we must
respond now.
As God’s people collectively, we have God’s invitation to
repent: “…if my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will
forgive their sin and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).
Such repentance requires acknowledgement that this is not
just their sin—it’s our sin.
As God’s people individually, you and I need to ask, “What
kettle am I living in?” Perhaps Obergefell v. Hodges is our
personal wake-up call to smell the soup we’re swimming in. If
it smells like frog soup, that’s a very bad sign.
Corporate repentance is one thing, a necessary thing, but
true repentance starts at home. In your heart and mine.
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