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God has given us permission to bring everything to him in 
prayer. Nothing is too big, nothing too small. He has promised 
that he will hear us; he has asked us to come boldly.
 What we ask in faith as we pray, we shall receive, he says.
 Faith is confidence. Faith does not command. In confidence 
and trust it leaves all in God’s hand. Faith acknowledges that 
we are shortsighted and that we do not know for what we should 
pray. Faith clings to the wisdom of God. It knows that God 
knows best what we need. Therefore the prayer of faith contains 
an “according to your will.” 

 The prayer of faith leaves everything in the Father-hands 
of God and from that moment knows that it is God who has 
assumed responsibility in our case.

Hans Edvard Wisløff (1902—1969) was a Norwegian theologian and 
writer. He was also the Bishop of the Diocese of Sør-Hålogaland from 1959 
until his death in 1969.

Wisløff, H.E., Quiet Moments on the Way Home. Fergus Falls, MN: Faith 
& Fellowship Press, 1993.

In the Hands of God
H.E. WISLØFF
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Glimpse
The Flood is Coming!

TROY TYSDAL

As a child, when I pushed the limit, my 
father would warn me, “You are walking 
on thin ice!” When I heard his warning I 
knew I had a limited amount of time to 
change my ways. If I pushed him to his 
breaking point, if I fell through the ice, 
there would be no mercy!
 The Bible tells us that our Father in 
Heaven also has a breaking point. He 
shows tremendous patience, but sin will 
always be judged.
 There are moments recorded in history 
when we see God’s judgment upon 
humankind: Sodom and Gomorrah, 
the conquest of the Promised Land, 
the destruction of Israel. Those are all 
moments where the ice broke, but like 
my father on earth, our Father in Heaven 
always sent a warning before he poured 
out his wrath. In the days of Noah that 
warning was the ark.
 God gave Noah specific instructions 
for building the ark, and Noah listened to 
God. God said it, and Noah believed it! 
The ark was over 475 feet long. It was 
75 feet wide and stood over four stories 
high... but it only had one door. Every 
animal and every human being saved 
from the flood entered the ark through 
one door. Once they had entered, God 
himself shut that door, and then the rain 
came.

LUKE 17:22-27
Jesus said to his disciples, “The time is 
coming when you will long to see one of 
the days of the Son of Man, but you will 
not see it. People will tell you, ‘There he 
is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go running off 
after them. For the Son of Man in his day 
will be like the lightning, which flashes 
and lights up the sky from one end to 
the other. But first he must suffer many 
things and be rejected by this generation.
 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so 
also will it be in the days of the Son of 

Man. People were eating, drinking, 
marrying and being given in marriage up 
to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the 
flood came and destroyed them all.”

 The ice is getting thin! “Just as it was 
in the days of Noah, so also will it be 
in the days of the Son of Man.” God is 
watching and he is not impressed, but he 
has sent a warning. He has sent his Son! 
Just as everyone who escaped the flood 
entered the ark through one door, so those 
who escape the final judgment will enter 
through one door. Jesus said, “I am the 
door!” (John 10:9).
 God is waiting patiently, but when 
the ice breaks, there will be two people 
in bed, one will be saved and the other 
will be lost. There will be two people in 
a field, one will be saved and the other 
will be lost. The only difference between 
them will be what they believe.
 Do you believe? If so, your judgment 
has already come! “When they came to 
the place called the Skull, they crucified 
him there, along with the criminals—one 
on his right, the other on his left” (Luke 
23:33). At that moment the penalty, meant 
for you and for me, was given to Jesus, 

the one and only Son of God. He died 
and was buried for our sins, but the grave 
could not hold him. On the third day he 
rose again and ascended to the right hand 
of our Father in Heaven.
 It’s easy for us to believe that life on 
earth will carry on forever just as it is 
now, that evil has triumphed over good—
but God has said that is not the case. He is 
waiting patiently, but one day the ice will 
break, and he will send his Son to judge 
the living and the dead.
 The first time Jesus came, he came as a 
door, as an Ark; the next time he comes, 
he will come as the flood. He is calling 
your name! Go to him! All who enter 
through him will be saved. God said it! 
Do you believe it?

Rev. Troy Tysdal is Director of Communications 
and Prayer for the Church of the Lutheran 
Brethren and serves as publisher of Faith & 
Fellowship magazine.

Visit Faith & Fellowship online at:
www.faithandfellowship.org
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4 Faith & Fellowship

t’s Monday morning and the ringing 
of the alarm doesn’t bring the usual 
dread of another day starting. No, this 

morning is different than most Monday 
mornings. Today begins a new chapter—
the first day at your new job. As you get 
out of bed, and begin getting ready, you 
feel a mix of excitement and nervousness. 
Will I be accepted? What is the culture 
like? And most important, does my office 
have a window?!
 It wasn’t a job you were looking for; 
you didn’t even know a job like this 
existed. Recalling the day your phone 
rang with the job offer, a smile comes 
across your face—you still can’t believe 
it is true!

I  Pulling into the parking lot, you feel 
excitement, fear, and joy flooding your 
mind. With your heart racing, you check 
your hair in the rearview mirror, take a 
deep breath and step out of the car onto 
the pavement.
 Human Resources meets you at the 
front door and greets you warmly. Good, 
a friendly face. As you walk down the 
hallways there are many people bustling 
around you, busy with their daily 
tasks. Your eyes wander through office 
windows, into conference rooms, and 
over cubicle walls. Suddenly you realize 
that your tour guide is three steps in front 
of you and giving you a few instructions 
over her shoulder. As you catch up, you 

realize she has brought you to Mark’s 
office. He’s the founder of the company 
and your new boss!
 His assistant gives the nod and the 
two of you enter his office. What an 
office! Large picture windows, beautiful 
leather chairs, and the smell of morning 
coffee capture your attention. Children’s 
drawings are taped to the file cabinets, 
and a vacation photo with his wife sits on 
the book shelf.
 As you take your place in one of the 
overstuffed leather chairs, he begins 
asking you questions—about your 
family, your children, and how you ended 
up in this new job. His smiles, nods, 
and follow-up questions assure you of 

Scripture Alone
DOUG ROGNESS
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good enough to pass. He assures you that 
this is the way everyone does it. With an 
uneasy feeling, you thank Ben for his 
help and let him know that you need to 
get back to your reading.
 As lunch rolls around, you lightly test 
Ben’s comments with others. It appears 
as though he may have been right! Many 
others give advice similar to what Ben 
shared with you. They tell you, “I know 
what Mark says, but…” And, “Mark is 
out of touch with how things really work. 
Trust me, this is how everyone works 
around here.”
 As the afternoon slips away, your mind 
is spinning. This company took a chance 
and brought you in, offered you this 
position, and gave you an opportunity. 
Mark laid out a compelling vision for what 
could be. He showed you a future filled 
with hope and excitement. Not just for 
you, but for the difference this company 
could make in the entire community. Yet 
these visions and this future seem to be in 
conflict with Ben’s understanding of the 
work. And Ben represents the majority of 
employees.
 Walking to your car at the end of day 
one, you feel noticeably different. A day 
that started with excitement and joy is 
ending with inner tension and struggle.
 On the one hand there’s Mark, the 
founder, who has a clear vision for the 
future with a proven track record. His 
manuals are clear and articulate and they 
seem to make sense. Then there’s Ben. 
His way certainly seems easier and even 
looks like it might work. If that is the way 
everyone else works, maybe it is best—
even if it is contrary to Mark’s way.
 As your head hits the pillow for the 
night you come to the realization that 

his genuine care for you, not only as an 
employee, but as a person.
 As the conversation shifts to the start of 
your new job, he describes the process for 
you to begin learning the new systems. 
He speaks in technical terms, yet in a way 
that you understand. It is not difficult for 
you to see his deep understanding of his 
company. What he shares with you makes 
you feel comfortable and in good hands. 
Once the welcome from your new boss 
has drawn to an end, it is time to continue 
the tour.
 After winding around cubicles and 
finding the bathroom locations, the tour 
draws to an end at your new office. Your 
very own office! The excitement swelling 
inside spills out into a smirk, which gives 
way to a smile. Your office.
 The rest of the morning consists of 
reading manuals, creating online accounts, 
and walking through the employee 
handbook. Welcomed interruptions come 
regularly as your coworkers poke their 
heads through your office doorway to 
introduce themselves and welcome you 
to the team. With only first impressions 
to go on, it certainly seems like you have 
a great team!
 It is Ben, however, who makes the 
biggest impression on you. He takes a 
few extra minutes to come in and sit in 
your office. He tells you all about the 
company and some of the dynamics you 
need to be aware of. Ben fills you in on 
“how things really work around here.” 
He describes a work pattern that doesn’t 
seem to line up with what you heard from 
Mark. Ben talks about corners that can 
be cut. He says there are easier ways to 
accomplish your tasks that require much 
less work, but still produce a result that’s 

you can’t have it both ways. Tomorrow 
morning you will need to decide. Will 
you begin your new job following Mark 
or following Ben? As your eyes close, 
you know the right answer, even if it is 
the unpopular answer.

 There are so many voices vying for 
our attention. These voices are trying to 
tell us who we are and what we are to 
think about ourselves. Yet so many of 
these voices are contrary to God’s voice. 
He has spoken to you and to me. He has 
told us who we are, with him and without 
him. His Holy Scripture is given to us 
that we may have everything we need to 
understand what Christ has done for us. 
We are his children, and he explains how 
we are to live as his children in this world 
(Ephesians 2:8-10). Scripture alone 
serves as the authority for his children. It 
stands above all those other voices.

 As your eyes open each morning, which 
voice will you listen to?

 “And we also thank God continually 
because, when you received the word 
of God, which you heard from us, you 
accepted it not as a human word, but as 
it actually is, the word of God, which is 
indeed at work in you who believe” (1 
Thessalonians 2:13).

Rev. Doug Rogness is Campus Pastor at Triumph 
Lutheran Brethren Church in West Fargo, North 
Dakota.

Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in 
him. Do not add to his words, or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar.                                                    
       Proverbs 30:5-6
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common question among Christians 
is, “How can we accept God?” But the 
better question, the deeper question, 

is, “How can God accept me?” God answers 
that himself in Mark 10:14-16.

 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 
of God belongs to such as these. I tell you 
the truth, anyone who will not receive the 
kingdom of God like a little child will never 
enter it.” And he took the children in his arms, 
put his hands on them and blessed them.

 My children were all born in Southern 
California within ten minutes of Disneyland 
and Knott’s Berry Farm, so rollercoaster 
riding was like a sacred rite of passage! But 
there were signs at the rollercoasters stating 
minimum height requirements in order to 
ride. Our kids would try very hard to meet 
that minimum—wear cowboy boots or extra 
socks, even try to stretch their necks!
 There are so many things in our world that 
have minimum requirements that limit little 
people from big people stuff: a minimum 
weight to be exempt from sitting in a car seat, 
a minimum skill level to swim in the deep end 
of the pool, a minimum age restriction to have 
a driver’s license, a minimum education level 
to qualify for a certain job. Restrictions that 
say you’re not old enough, big enough, smart 
enough, strong enough. Our world has many 
ways of saying, “You don’t qualify!”
 But there was this one ride at Knott’s Berry 
Farm—called Speedway—that had a different 
kind of qualification. There was a maximum 
restriction in order to ride! You had to be 
small enough to qualify. That meant little kids 
could ride. And a little person could actually 
bring a big person along for the ride.
 In effect, that’s what is going on in Mark 
10:14-16. We’re being invited along for 
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Faith Alone
PAUL LARSON

the ride with those who are the least! 
Jesus tells us the qualification for being 
accepted by God—we must be small 
enough, like a little child.
 So what are children like in Jesus’ 
eyes?
 The first obvious thing we see about 
children, even little babies, is that Jesus 
has room for them. He has a heart for 
them. Why? Is it because they are so 
innocent? No! They are born under the 
curse of Adam and Eve’s “Fall” into sin. 
Jesus has a heart for little children because 
they are needy: they need a Savior.
 Now we also see that a child is helpless. 
In this story, children are brought to Jesus. 
They are totally dependent on others. 
They must be carried, fed, loved. They 
don’t pay for the things they receive. 
They don’t clothe themselves, shelter 
themselves, provide for themselves. They 
can’t even approach Jesus on their own! 
Children are the picture of dependency.
 One of the best things about kids is 
that they are receptive—they know how 
to receive a gift. No little child ever 
opened up her birthday present, then 
turned around and said, “So, what do I 
owe you?” A child is able to receive a gift 
passively, without effort or condition.
 The last thing we see about children in 
the story is their unique capacity to trust 
unreservedly. This is not so much about 
what they do, as it is what they don’t do. 
Here are little children brought to the arms 
of Jesus—and he just holds them, enfolds 
them, and blesses them. And they don’t 
resist. They trust him unreservedly. This 
is a picture of the simplest expression of 
faith: just being held, just resting there—
in Jesus arms. Did they intellectually 
fathom all that was happening to them? 
No. Could they talk or sing about it? No. 

Could they write a treatise or testimony 
about it? Not yet! Was there a “Minimum 
Restriction” level of understanding 
necessary for the blessing of Jesus to be 
effective? No!
 But they were held. They rested there, 
entrusting themselves to the One holding 
them. And any of you who has had a little 
child in your arms lean into you—you 
know that trust!
 So little children need Jesus, are 
helpless, are receptive, and have a unique 
capacity to trust unreservedly. But this 
story is not just about little children. 
Jesus is saying something very clearly to 
all the big people who are watching and 
listening. He’s telling us big people that 
there is a maximum restriction for this 
ride. We can’t go unless we become like 
the little ones and go along for the ride 
with them.
 We learn here that big people are needy 
too—they need Jesus! That’s why Jesus 
says, “…anyone who will not receive the 
kingdom of God like a little child will 
never enter it” (Mark 10:15). We need 
to be brought into the kingdom of God, 
which is to say, we need to be restored 
to a right relationship with God. We need 
forgiveness!
 Also inferred here: we must come to, 
be reduced to, a child-like helplessness. 
In Luke’s Gospel, he frames the account 
of Jesus and the children with stories of 
big people wrestling with this maximum 
restriction. One of them is the story of 
the Pharisee (a very religious person) and 
the tax collector (considered a notorious 
sinner) who went into the temple at the 
same time to pray.
 The religious person prays, in effect, 
“God, I thank you that I’m better than 
other people: I don’t steal, kill, lie—or 

any of that. God, I thank you that I am 
not like that bum praying over there! I’m 
a good person—far on the east side of the 
human bell curve! I even fast! (Twice a 
week!) I even tithe!”
 But the other man in the temple—the 
awful sinner—stands in a corner as far 
from the altar as he can. He can’t even 
lift up his head. Desperate, he pounds his 
chest and says: “God, I’m broken. I’m 
messed up. I can’t fix it. Can’t fix me! 
God, have mercy on me, a sinner!”
 He is spiritually helpless, like a child. 
Jesus says: “That’s the guy who walked 
out of the temple right with God that 
day!” The man was helpless, but clearly 
receptive to God, and showed a capacity 
to trust unreservedly in the Savior.
 This is the heart of what Jesus is saying 
in our text: entrance to the kingdom 
of God is not a matter of a minimum 
restriction, but of a maximum restriction. 
You don’t need to become large enough, 
but small enough; not strong enough, but 
weak enough; not more, but less!
 The kingdom of God is like that ride at 
Knott’s Berry Farm: only little children 
can get in… and those adults who will be 
like them.

Rev. Paul Larson is President of 
the Church of the Lutheran Brethren.

Follow President Larson at:
www.paullarson.church
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t the end of June, my family 
gathered together in Minot, North 
Dakota to celebrate the marriage 

of one of my uncles. It was a small 
ceremony in the Gol Stave Church in 
the Scandinavian Heritage Park, a really 
beautiful setting. My extended family 
has moved all over the country; some 
of us are still in Minot, others in Fargo, 
the Twin Cities, Seattle, Las Vegas, and 
I am in Montana. It is unfortunate that 
the only things that gather my whole 
family together anymore are weddings 
and funerals. So when we get everybody 
in the same city, we take advantage of the 
time together.
 The night before the wedding, we 
went to one of the Mexican restaurants 
in town for some good food and good 
fellowship with one another. It was a 
really great time, and everyone enjoyed 
themselves. They enjoyed themselves, 
that is, until the check came. My great-

A aunt quickly snatched up the check and 
handed the waiter cash. No one else even 
had a chance to offer. As quickly as the 
bill came, the bill was paid, and paid in 
full. It was purely a gift from her; there 
were no expectations, no demands. She 
just wanted to bless us with a good meal 
of free food.
 What do you think the reaction of 
my family was to this wonderful gift of 
free delicious food? You likely guessed 
wrong—the reaction of my family was 
anger, even rage. One family member 
said, “You can’t do that!” Another piped 
up louder than the crowd, “What did you 
just do? I can’t believe you just did that!” 
Still another: “No, no, no, do not pay for 
everything!”
 What could possibly have caused my 
family to respond to a free and good gift 
with such negativity?
 Sola Gratia, Grace Alone. This is one 
of the major tenets of the Reformation, 

but what does it really mean? Grace is a 
free and undeserved gift. It is receiving 
something without having to make any 
sort of payment in return. “But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of the great 
love with which he loved us, even when 
we were dead in our trespasses, made 
us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved” (Ephesians 2:4-
5, ESV). While we were dead in our 
trespasses and sins, we were made alive 
with Christ. This happened not because 
we in any way deserved to be made alive, 
to be forgiven, or to be given eternal 
life, but simply as a free and undeserved 
gift of God. Because he is rich in mercy, 
because of his incredible love for us, he 
has, while we were still sinners, saved us.
 This is great news! God, in his great 
love for us, sent Jesus to live, suffer, die, 
and rise again so that we might have life 
eternal. Not only that, the forgiveness 
that Jesus won for us on the cross comes 

Grace Alone
MICHAEL HUSSEY
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and have it our own way in our own 
timing. The grace of God runs contrary 
to our sinful nature, and our sinful nature 
doesn’t want anything to do with it.
 Did you notice that the Apostle Paul 
wrote, “…even when we were dead in our 
trespasses and sins”? Paul didn’t say, “…
while we were sick in our trespasses and 
sins” or “…while we had a sin problem, 
a trespass issue, or a sin struggle.” He 
said, “…when we were dead.” That’s 
D-E-A-D—dead. What hope does a dead 
man have of saving himself? That’s right, 
none. A dead man has no hope to ever 
make himself alive. But God, in his great 
love for us, while we were still sinners, 
sent his one and only Son, Jesus, to live 
the sinless life we could not. He sent Jesus 
to die the death that we deserved to die, 
bearing our sins and experiencing the full 
wrath of hell for them, so that we would 
never have to. On that cross sin, death, 
and Satan were conquered; forgiveness, 

to us freely. It is given freely through 
God’s holy Word, through the waters of 
baptism, and through the bread and wine 
of the Lord’s Supper. It is freely offered, 
freely given and received by faith.
 This is not just great news, but the 
best news ever proclaimed! But for 
some reason, this wonderful news makes 
us all a little bit uneasy and a little bit 
uncomfortable. When we hear, “For 
by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it 
is the gift of God, not a result of works” 
(Ephesians 2:8-9a, ESV, my emphasis 
added)—a part of us responds a lot like 
my family at the table of the Mexican 
restaurant in Minot: “You can’t do that!” 
“What did you just do, I can’t believe you 
just did that!” and “No, no, no, do not pay 
for everything!” There is a part of us that 
simply can’t accept the free gift of God, a 
part of us that doesn’t want it, a part of us 
that just wants to earn our own salvation, 

reconciliation with God, and eternal life 
were won.
 What Jesus accomplished there on the 
cross is what God freely offers through 
his Word and sacraments. These are 
all given by grace alone and received 
through faith. Even though our sinful 
nature wants nothing to do with these free 
gifts, these free gifts are the only way that 
we may be saved.
 So rest. Rest, knowing that the finished 
work of Jesus Christ was enough for all 
your sins, and there is nothing you can do 
to earn it. It is yours simply by the free 
gift of God.

Pastor Michael Hussey serves Sidney Lutheran 
Brethren Church in Sidney, Montana.
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Sola Really Means Alone
ROY HEGGLAND

T he good news of the gospel has 
been summarized for us so well in 
what we refer to as the Solas of the 

Reformation: Sola Scriptura (Scripture 
Alone), Sola Gratia (Grace Alone), Sola 
Fide (Faith Alone), and Solus Christus 
(Christ Alone). Why was it so important 
to the Reformers to add the word sola, or 
“alone,” to these descriptions of how God 
brings salvation to us? What happens 
when we use the word mostly instead of 
alone?
 If Scripture Alone is not the means of 
salvation, then we would be left inventing 
our own ways to find favor with God. 
Most of the religions of the world are a 
result of mankind’s desperate attempt to 
find a substitute.
 If Grace Alone is not how we are saved, 
then how would we ever have confidence 
we are righteous in God’s sight? The 
reason there is so much striving and so 
little resting even among Christians is 
because we look inside of us to see if 
we look like a child of God rather than 
looking at what God has done for us by 
grace alone.
 If it is not through Faith Alone that 
we are saved, then we will add good 
works to Christ’s atonement as a way of 
balancing the scales in our own eyes. It is 
our predilection towards good works as a 
mean of salvation that interprets the Old 
Testament stories as moral tales rather 
than the story of Christ.
 If it is not through Christ Alone that we 
are saved, we will invent a way to give 
ourselves a role in our salvation. Sadly, 

to earn our salvation. We have no need 
to measure our salvation against how 
successful or good we are. It is God who 
has done it all and he provides everything 
he requires of us. When we embrace 
that truth, we can respond with worship, 
thanksgiving, praise, and obedience to his 
call to care for each other and share this 
Good News with all people.

Roy Heggland serves the CLB as Associate for 
Biblical Stewardship.

even some evangelicals have succumbed 
to the lie that there is some spark of life 
or goodness in us that is necessary for 
Christ’s finished work of salvation to be 
operative in us.
 But the good news is that it really is 
through Scripture Alone, by Grace Alone, 
through Faith Alone, and through Christ 
Alone that we have been saved. For those 
who treasure the Solas, the pressure is 
off. The means of our salvation is firmly 
fixed in the word of Scripture. The “how” 
of our salvation is God’s grace. The 
“instrument” of our salvation is faith (and 
even that is a gift from God). The “who” 
of our salvation is clear—Christ.
 We are free to abandon all compulsion 
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Event Recap
KIM GOODMAN

O ur Redeemer’s Lutheran 
Brethren Church hosted the 
2015 WMCLB Event on 

Saturday, July 11, in Minot, North 
Dakota. Chairwoman Rachel Patterson 
emceed the event. Our theme verse, 
“The Lord, the Lord, is my strength and 
my song; he has become my salvation” 
(Isaiah 12:2b, NIV 1984), provided the 
snapshot presenters with their discussion 
topics.
 Strength: Stephanie Chell shared 
about her strength in the Lord through 
the trials and hardships brought on by the 
Minot flood.
 Song: Suzanne Bowman shared of her 
love of worship and music. She and other 
ladies from Victory LBC, Jamestown, 
ND, led us in beautiful worship during 
the event.
 Salvation: Women’s Ministry Director 
Ruth Vallevik finished the snapshot series 
with a lovely devotion of how the Lord 
is her salvation. She talked of childhood 
memories and how the Lord has been 
with her all through her life.
 The National Women’s Ministry team 
hosted a panel discussion on meaningful 
women’s ministry topics and trends. 
Breakout sessions were also held during 
the event: “Women on a Mission”—Sue 
Olson, and “Connections for Women”—
Kim Goodman and Alison Olson.
 During the business session, votes 
were cast to accept the 2015-2016 
Focus Project, Mercy Guinebor, 
which supports the Guinebor Mission 
Hospital in Chad. This year’s Guinebor 
project will provide funds for medical 
equipment to quickly assess patients’ 

vital signs and a monitoring system to 
reliably read patients’ respiratory status. 
Other approved projects are Heart to 
Heart visits by our Director to Regional 
Churches, SWEET Retreat for Seminary 
Women, Crisis Care Fund for wives of 
CLB pastors, and continued support for 
the HELP Household Linen Project for 
missionaries on home assignment, Box 
Tops for Education, and Lending Library.
 Thank you for your support of these 
projects!
 Barbara Heggland, (Cape Coral, 
Florida) was elected as the new 
WMCLB Treasurer. Former Treasurer 
Lori Christopherson blessed us with 
many years of service. Director Vallevik 
presented Lori with a gift and thanked her 
for her service to Women’s Ministries.
 After a lot of planning and a ton of 
prayer, the Lord reminded us of his 
faithfulness and provided an enthusiastic 
audience of women. Thank you to all who 
attended. Copies of the event program 
and reports, along with our new Focus 
brochure, will be mailed to the local 
women’s ministry leaders early this fall.
 “The Lord, the Lord, is my strength and 
my song, he has become my salvation” 
(Isaiah 12:2b, NIV 1984).

Kim Goodman is Information Coordinator for 
the Women’s Ministries of the Church of the 
Lutheran Brethren.

Visit: www.WMCLB.com

Women’s Ministries
Church of the Lutheran Brethren
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Christ Alone
MICHAEL NATALE

5:17-21, “Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new is here! All 
this is from God, who reconciled us 
to himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation: that God 
was reconciling the world to himself 
in Christ, not counting people’s sins 
against them. And he has committed to 
us the message of reconciliation. We are 
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though 
God were making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God. God made him who 
had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of 
God.”
 Jesus Christ is our perfect substitute. He 
left heaven, came down to earth, and took 
on human flesh to proclaim God’s saving 
grace to all. This grace is offered freely 
to all of us, so that we can confidently 
know that Jesus died on the cross to pay 
the price for our sins, rose from the grave 
to assure us of eternal life, and will go 
before God on our behalf so that we can 
enter into heaven. Knowing this, we don’t 
need to rely on anyone or anything else, 
because Christ has achieved all we need.
 Jesus can accomplish all of this 
because he alone is 100% God and 
100% man. This idea might send some 
mathematicians into a tizzy, but what we 
are trying to say is that Jesus is as much 
God as he is man—not half God and 
half man, but all God and all man. He is 
both God and man. Not God dwelling in 
a man, but God and man in one being, 
combining in one person both his human 
and divine natures.
 Jesus had to be 100% God and 100% 
man in order to fulfill what was written 
in John 3:16-17, “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. For God 
did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him.” He had to be 100% man so 
that he could identify with us and be put 

to death on the cross. He had to be 100% 
God so that he could pay for the sins of 
the entire world, rise from the grave, 
return to heaven, and one day come back 
to judge both the living and the dead. 
With this perfect combination, Jesus was 
able to credit his perfection to us: through 
faith, his perfection is our perfection in 
God’s eyes and we are welcomed into 
heaven. That’s because only God is able 
to bring mankind to God. Human beings 
are unable to bring themselves to God.
 There are many different things in 
this world that might catch our eye and 
distract us from all that Christ has already 
accomplished for us on the cross. The 
good news is that barricades can’t contain 
Jesus. As it says in Casting Crowns’ song, 
Glorious Day, “One day the grave could 
conceal him no longer, one day the stone 
rolled away from the door. Then he arose, 
over death he had conquered. Now he’s 
ascended, my Lord evermore. Death 
could not hold him; the grave could not 
keep him from rising again!”
 Barricades like death and the grave 
couldn’t contain Jesus. In the same 
way, he continues to break through the 
barricades we set up in our lives. With the 
help of the Holy Spirit, we are encouraged 
to rely solely on Jesus Christ above 
everything else, confidently knowing that 
he achieved victory over sin, death, and 
the devil on our behalf.

Rev. Michael Natale serves as pastor at Faith 
Chapel Lutheran Brethren Church in Cranston, 
Rhode Island.

remember, when I was young, the 
time my parents first took me into 
a cathedral. I was amazed by the 

structure of the building, the vaulted 
ceilings, and the stained glass windows. 
There was so much to see and take in. 
 As we walked around the very large 
cathedral, I couldn’t help but notice 
many very beautifully crafted statues. 
At the base of each statue was a plaque 
explaining who it represented: “This 
is Saint ________, the Patron Saint of 
________.” Surrounding each statue 
were candles and an area where people 
could kneel and pray. After a long walk 
observing the statues around the perimeter 
of the cathedral, we finally made our way 
to the very center. There behind the altar 
was one of the most spectacular images of 
Jesus Christ I had ever seen. As I ran up to 
take a closer look I encountered a railing 
that prevented me from getting any closer 
to this image of Christ. From my child-
like perspective, I was confused. I could 
get as close as I wanted to any of the other 
statues, but the statue of Jesus Christ was 
behind a barricade.
 That experience has stayed with me over 
the years and I share it now, not to point 
out a flaw in a specific denomination, 
but to identify a flaw that is imbedded 
in our human nature. As I think back 
on that experience, I find myself asking 
the question, “How accurately does this 
depict our lives today?” Far too often we 
put our hope, our well-being, our rest, 
our encouragement, our fulfillment, and 
our joy in things other than Jesus Christ. 
We put Jesus behind a barricade and only 
go to him when we are really desperate. 
In the meantime, we continue to do 
things our own way and put our hope in 
a plethora of different things, rather than 
solely relying on the completed work of 
Jesus Christ.
 Therein lies the fundamental flaw. 
Everything we rely on apart from Christ 
is just temporary. However, being rooted 
solely in Jesus Christ is eternal.
 Paul artfully penned in 2 Corinthians 
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his feels like a school!” That 
was the reaction of a Lutheran 
Brethren Seminary board member 

when touring the new seminary building 
in March. It was still under construction 
then. He should see it now. The Lord 
has gifted the seminary with an amazing 
space.
 It’s not that we were desperate for a new 
building. The building where LBS had 
lived for over 40 years was completely 
adequate. But the need of Hillcrest 
Lutheran Academy for a new cafeteria set 
in motion this whole process.
 The result is a new building with larger 
classrooms. We have significantly more 

T large-group meeting space. We should 
now be able to comfortably accommodate 
125 people in a J-Term setting, a 30% 
increase. We have greatly improved 
technology for distance education. Now 
distance students will be able to see both 
the professor and the classroom. New 
monitors have replaced the aging video 
projectors. New teaching stations make it 
easier for faculty to use the technology. 
We have a beautiful chapel setting. 
For the first time in many decades the 
seminary has a chapel that is more than 
just a classroom.
 Finally, the move takes LBS from an 
island location in the middle of the HLA 

campus and places us next door to the 
CLB synod offices. We immediately 
experienced the value of daily interaction 
with other CLB leaders, which facilitates 
conversation and collaboration. 
 The funding of this project amazes 
me almost more than the building. The 
Church of the Lutheran Brethren built 
this structure for us without having to 
raise any outside capital donations. The 
sale of the old building to Hillcrest and 
a parking lot to Bethel Lutheran Church, 
together with a few providentially-
provided estate gifts, covered most of the 
costs. The balance will be covered by an 
LBS endowment which we will replenish 

New Classrooms, 
Same Subject

DAVID VEUM
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with future estate gifts. Thus, all donations to Lutheran 
Brethren Seminary directly support the preparation of the 
next generation of pastors, missionaries and leaders for 
the Church.
 The effort and expertise of a few individuals made this 
all happen. The Finance Committee of the CLB appointed 
LaWayne Rogness to lead this project. Dr. Eugene 
Boe and his assistant, Kathy Garvin, led the building 
committee on the LBS side. They all invested many hours 
in planning, decision-making, and oversight. The result is 
a building completed on time that is both functional and 
aesthetically pleasing. We all have benefited from their 
careful work.
 Of course there was important work done behind the 
scene. In his book titled Prayer, O. Hallesby tells the story 
of the intercession of a Christian businessman during 
construction of a new church building in Oslo. This man 
left home a few minutes early each day in order to stop at 
the site and pray for the workers and the future preaching 
of the Word in that place. I am grateful for those who 
prayed during the LBS construction process. They prayed 
for the workers and their relationships, for their safety 
and care in construction, and especially for the faithful 
teaching of God’s Word in the coming generations in this 
place.
 The Lord Jesus Christ has given us a beautiful place in 
which to study and to teach. But just as the Old Testament 
temple paled in comparison to the annual meeting that 
took place between the Lord and the people at the Mercy 
Seat in the Holy of Holies, the greatest beauty of this 
school building is still the subject that we teach. All of 
our courses can be summarized by the person and work of 
Jesus Christ. He is ultimately both Teacher and Subject. 
God’s mercy to sinners; the incarnation, substitutionary 
death and resurrection of the Son of God; and the gracious 
work of the Holy Spirit in pursuing us, convicting us of 
sin and pointing us to the cross: this is what we teach.

Dr. David Veum is President of Lutheran Brethren Seminary in 
Fergus Falls, MN.

Visit LBS online at: www.LBS.edu



16 Faith & Fellowship

here is a fair amount of 
conversation today about the need 
for the local church to think of 

its ministry in much the same way that 
overseas missionaries think about theirs. 
Voices in mission today frequently refer 
to North America as the largest mission 
field in the western hemisphere. It is a 
little-known fact that one finds almost 
90% of the world’s Christians outside 
of North America (David B. Barrett, 
ed. World Christian Encyclopedia, NY: 
Oxford University Press, 1982, p.4). 
The secularization of our western culture 
has created new challenges for us: 
Christendom has faded, and so Christian 
culture is no longer the powerful and 
dominant force that it once was. 
 I happily welcome this conversation—
it’s an extremely important conversation 
to have. We very much need to rethink 
what it means to be the Church in our 
ever-changing environment. God has sent 
us, his missionary people, into this world 
to actively participate in his worldwide 
mission, wherever we find ourselves 
(John 20:21, Matthew 28:18-20).

T  Now, there is another conversation that 
we need to keep going. As missiologist 
Klaus Detlev Schulz put it, “The call for 
mission in the home country and that 
of placing it predominantly in the local 
congregation has not diminished the 
overall need and support for overseas 
mission” (Schultz, Mission From the 
Cross: The Lutheran Theology of Mission, 
Concordia Publishing House, 2009, p. 4). 
“Home” and “abroad” must never be in 
competition—it’s all God’s mission. Yet 
we must not lose sight of the fact that in 
many pockets of the world today, there 
are people who have never once heard 
the name of Jesus. Prayer leader David 
Bryant used to talk about the many who 
have no one near them like them to tell 
them that God loves them.
 According to researchers David 
Barrett and Todd Johnson, the number 
of unevangelized people in the world 
has not changed much since 1976, and 
for the next 50 years, Christianity will 
continue to be claimed by 33-34% of 
the world population, while 42% of the 
world—3 billion souls—has very limited, 

if any, access to the gospel. In spite of 
this, about 95% of the world’s mission 
activity is presently carried out among 
nominally Christian people, where local 
Christians could take on more of the task 
of mission themselves (Schulz, pp. 4-5). 
There remains an overwhelming need 
to plant new churches among unreached 
people groups by career missionaries 
who are required to make great efforts to 
cross significant boundaries of language 
and culture. These unreached people are 
very much on God’s heart, and he longs 
to have them come into his family.
 Back in 1990, I attended the first all-
Asia mission congress, held in Seoul, 
Korea. There I heard Dr. Theodore 
Williams, a prominent theologian and 
missionary statesman of India, speak 
on the parable of the lost sheep. The 
shepherd in the parable left the 99 sheep 
safe in the fold in order to go out and 
search for the one that wandered off. We 
all get the point—that one lost sheep is 
of great value to the Divine Shepherd—
he will spare nothing to get it back. And 
yet, said Dr. Williams, in much of Asia 

Global + Local = Glocal
GAYLAN MATHIESEN
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the gospel of Jesus Christ where he is not 
yet known.
 For us to remain responsive to the 
call of God to plant the Church where 
his Name is not heard requires ongoing 
awareness and appreciation for what 
is on the heart of our Missionary God. 
Lutheran Brethren congregations have 
long exhibited a zeal for participating 
in what God is doing in the world, 
often in the hardest places. As we now 
apply this same missionary spirit to the 
ministries of our local congregations, 
let us exhibit faithfulness to the Lord of 
the Harvest, who calls us to join with 
him in making disciples in those distant 
pockets of the world where Jesus Christ 
is yet not known. While it is certainly true 
that we are all God’s missionary people 
sent to our local mission fields, there 
remains an ever-urgent need for support 
of those among us who respond to God’s 
call as long-term, cross-cultural career 
missionaries to distant lands.
 Rather than a calling to “either/or,” it’s 
a calling to “both/and.” So let us embrace 
“Glocal” mission: Global + Local = 

there are at most two sheep safe in the 
fold, while the other ninety-eight are out 
wandering the hillsides, lost and in grave 
danger. What do you suppose, he asked, 
is on the heart of the Good Shepherd as 
he looks down on that situation?
 In response to this urgent need, the 
Church has in recent decades focused a 
lot of attention on an area of the world 
that stretches across North Africa and 
South Asia, which is home to the world’s 
major religions and is also an area of great 
population density and deep poverty. This 
region lies between 10 and 40 degrees 
latitude north of the equator. In this “10-
40 Window,” the enormous challenges in 
terms of geography, poverty, indigenous 
religions and culture have combined to 
make the deployment of missionaries 
challenging to say the least. And yet, from 
the earliest days of our Lutheran Brethren 
history, this is where the Lord has led us 
to join him in his mission. First in China, 
then in Cameroon and Chad, Japan and 
Taiwan, God raised up for himself in the 
Church of the Lutheran Brethren teams of 
missionaries with a passion to proclaim 

Glocal. Jesus said to his followers long 
ago that we will be his witnesses “both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth” (Acts 1:8, KJV). God wants all 
of his lost sheep back in the fold.

Dr. Gaylan Mathiesen, Ph.D, is Professor of  
Missions at Lutheran Brethren Seminary, Fergus 
Falls, Minnesota.

Is God calling you to mission work? 

Contact Lutheran Brethren 
International Mission: dvenberg@clba.org

LBIM Mission Mobilizer and Recruiter Dan Venberg with CLB Chadian President David Gamboussou.
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rayer is a mystery. God the Father 
invites us to join with him in 
the work he is doing on earth in 

people’s lives. Why would he do that? 
Why does he wait for us to make requests 
for ourselves and others before he does 
what he already intends to do? Why does 
God want us to be involved?
 Having read many books on prayer, 
I still don’t have answers to these 
questions that truly satisfy my heart. But 
I do understand that God does want us 
involved in the working out of his will in 
our lives and in those around us.
 Our prayers go far beyond physical 
comforts. Yes, we pray for ourselves 
and others that we may receive our daily 
bread—the things we need for living each 
day. We also pray for good relationships 
with our family and friends. We pray for 
friends who are seeking employment and 
good working environments. We pray 
for safety in daily life, especially during 
seasons when the weather or earthly 
disasters make it possible that illnesses 
or injury may come. We pray for people 
by name, bringing them before the throne 
of grace. When our prayers are answered, 
we give thanks for ourselves and others.
 But there is a greater prayer that goes 
beyond the physical and social. It is a 
prayer for the hearts and souls of those 
around us. We pray, “Heavenly Father, 
prepare this person’s heart so they may 
be willing to hear the gospel. Father, may 
your Holy Spirit move their hearts when 
they hear of their needy condition and 
your love given through your Son. Open 
their hearts, turn their eyes to Jesus that 
they may be saved.” We pray that God 
may do a miracle in their hearts. Life 
without the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
is a life without hope, now and forever. 
“Heavenly Father, save us!”
 Often, hearing the siren of an 

P

ambulance or entering the intensive 
care unit of a hospital, we have paused 
to pray, “Heavenly Father, show mercy 
on this person and their life so they may 
have another day, another opportunity, to 
hear the gospel and turn their hearts to 
you.” I don’t know about the people in 
the ambulances I have prayed for, but I do 
know that many times God has granted my 
requests for sick friends in the hospital. In 
mercy he provided the needed healing to 
their bodies so they could return home, 
thus allowing our friendship to continue 
for days, weeks, months and years.
 This has given many friends precious 
time to learn of the love of God. Some 
were not granted that privilege of time, 
and our hearts were heavy when they left 
this world without Jesus.
 Recently, a person we have prayed for 
and ministered to for many years, who 
has spent many months in intensive care 
and respiratory therapy, has made great 
strides in physical recovery. Though 
she was willing to receive our spiritual 
encouragement through Scripture, 
songs, and prayers, she still clings to 
her traditional ways of worship. People 
around us wonder if our prayers don’t 
have enough strength or sincerity—
thinking that is why God does not answer 

to move her to believe. Yet in the end, 
it is not the strength of our prayers that 
matters; rather, God in his mercy, power, 
and grace will make the difference.
 I believe God can and often does 
overrule a person’s physical condition to 
allow them time to be drawn to Christ, 
but at the same time, the Father will not 
overrule a person’s heart when they will 
not yield their soul to him. Only God’s 
Spirit can make this final difference in 
people’s lives as the Spirit calls, gathers, 
enlightens, sanctifies, and preserves their 
souls. I have learned methods, theory, 
songs, and sayings that help me to lead 
people to Jesus, but I can only put my 
trust in God’s grace through prayer that 
he will do the miracle in their hearts.
 Thank you for joining us in prayer for 
the people that we minister to, just as we 
pray for you and your churches. Together 
we call upon our Father in heaven, 
mentioning family and friends by name, 
in order that precious souls will be set 
free and receive eternal life.

Michael and Delores Kittelson serve Lutheran 
Brethren International Mission as missionaries 
in Taiwan.

MICHAEL AND DELORES KITTELSON

The Mystery of Prayer

www.LBIM.org
LBIM
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Email: dvenberg@CLBA.org
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Living Waters

(L to R) LBIM Mission Mobilizer and Recruiter Dan Venberg, Arden Svenby, 
Brian Hammer, Keith Kaldor, LBIM Director Matthew Rogness, Pastor Jim 
Osvold, Alice Hammer.

On July 22, 2015, Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran 
Church of Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, presented 
LBIM’s “Living Waters” ministry with a check for 
$5,000. The gift will go toward the installation of a 
well in Chad, Africa, that will provide clean water to 
an entire community and serve as a platform for our 
mission efforts among the Fulbe people to proclaim 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Arthur T. Berge
Called Home

With both sadness and joy we announce to the larger CLB Church 
body the death of our friend and brother in Christ, Rev. Arthur T. 
Berge. Art passed away April 24, 2015, surrounded by his family. Art 
was 78 years old.
 Art served churches in Ferndale, Washington; Edmonton, Alberta; 
Nanuet, New York; West Union, Iowa; Okotoks, Alberta; and Calgary, 
Alberta.
 Art served for many years as the President of the Church of the 
Lutheran Brethren–Canada. Art’s passion for the gospel led him to 
plant a number of churches throughout the CLBC. Art was a mentor 
to a number of pastors, and an encourager to many. God used Art to 
proclaim the life-giving gospel of Jesus.
 Art loved his family with passion, and is deeply missed by Ardy and 
the girls, and family. We in the CLBC family will greatly miss Art’s 
encouragement, his prayers, and his love for the gospel. And one day 
we will meet again at the feet of our Saviour. Blessed is the memory of 
our friend, Arthur Berge.

On July 19, 2015, at Hope LB Church in Appleton, Wisconsin, Jeremy 
and Sallee Stanton were commissioned as missionaries to manage 
the Church of the Lutheran Brethren’s Lutheran Welcome Center in 
Ndjamena, Chad. The Director of Lutheran Brethren International 
Mission, Rev. Matthew Rogness, officiated the service. In August the 
Stantons traveled to Albertville, France, to begin a year of intensive 
French language study to help prepare them for life in Chad.

Urbana is the largest student mission conference in 
the world. It offers a unique opportunity to find out 
how your education and skills fit the current needs in 
our world. Register today: URBANA.ORG/LJ

Join the Lutheran Brethren’s Mission Mobilizer and 
Recruiter Dan Venberg on Dec. 28 in St. Louis for a 
special We are LB Church gathering.

Contact Dan Venberg at: dvenberg@CLBA.org

Urbana 2015

The elders of Hope LBC pray over Jeremy and Sallee Stanton at their commissioning service in July.

Stantons Commissioned

INTERVARSITY

URBANA
DECEMBER 27-31, 2015 ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI
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Joy Alone

all it a strange new hobby. I can’t stop viewing them, at 
least one a day, sometimes two. You see, I came across 
a website dedicated to sharing the testimonies of new 

believers. Specifically, they are people who have come out of a 
major American pseudo-Christian religion to find—in the true 
Church—a real personal relationship with Jesus Christ as their 
Savior.
 I find it fascinating and very encouraging to see the unique 
ways God has worked in the lives of these individuals to draw 
them to himself. But also, having watched maybe 60 of these 
interviews so far, I’m hearing certain themes repeated again 
and again.
 These new believers express wonder at discovering the 
identity of Jesus. They talk about their eyes being opened—
“the scales falling off.” One woman said she was overwhelmed 
when it finally dawned on her that “Jesus is God!” They have 
all come to see that salvation has been provided by this Jesus 
Christ alone. 
 A second conviction that all of them express is that the Bible 
alone is the Word of God. No other man-made “revelation” can 
be trusted. The Bible alone reveals who Jesus is and what he 
has done for us. Many of them remarked that they now love 
reading the Bible—can’t get enough of it.
 Of huge importance to these new Christians is the concept 
of grace. They all have come to identify their former religion 
as a works-based system. They had been saddled with a great 
weight of somewhat arbitrary requirements and rituals that were 
necessary in order to be considered “good enough.” Knowing 
inside that they weren’t good, they lived under tremendous 
guilt. In every case, as they found their way out of that religion 
and began to grasp the concept of God’s grace toward sinners, 
they experienced wonderful freedom. They spoke in terms of 
“the burden being lifted” and “the chains falling off.” It’s not 
about their works plus a little grace. It’s only grace that saves 
them. And that grace only comes through faith in Jesus Christ.
 One last area that many of these new converts to biblical 
Christianity agree on: When they first walked into a worship 
service in a Christian church, it felt both strange and wonderful. 
They found people who worshiped joyfully, and found that 
Christian worship was all about Jesus—only about Jesus. 
This was a marked contrast from what they had previously 
experienced, and many expressed how much they now love to 
worship Jesus in church.
 Christ alone. The Word alone. Grace alone. Faith alone. 
Result: Joy Alone!

Rev. Brent Juliot is editor of Faith & Fellowship magazine, teaches 
math at Hillcrest Lutheran Academy, and serves as pastor at Stavanger 
Lutheran Church in Fergus Falls, MN.
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