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Now It’s Only Jesus
ROGER OLSON
The way I’ve heard the story, my grandfather Jarle came
to Canada to get rich. No doubt the promotions of the early
1900s—promising almost free land where abundant crops of
wheat could be grown—drew the young father of four to leave
Battle Lake, Minnesota for the virgin prairie of Saskatchewan.
He did not achieve his dream. When I saw it, the poor land
he had broken and sown had given up producing a crop. He
had little if anything of earthly value to pass when he died just
before the Great Depression. Yet instead of despairing over a
life ending in poverty, he sang of his riches upon his deathbed:
“Cleansed, I’m forgiven, ready for heaven. Jesus has covered
all of my sin. His Word assures me. Sin cannot hurt me. He has
forgiven me. I’m whole again.”1
In a twist of divine irony, the promise of riches had been
fulfilled. Grandpa had been drawn, in his later years, to trust
2

in Jesus. So he truly had wealth beyond words, the fabulous
treasures of complete forgiveness and eternal life! I’m told that,
knowing his last breath was near, he voiced this hope: “Now it’s
only Jesus!”
All he had received in life was a gift from Christ. Now, as
he entered eternity, he could safely depend on what Jesus had
done.
Now it’s only Jesus! Jesus’ death for you is enough to satisfy
the holy God. His perfect life is enough to make you stand
perfect in your Father’s sight! Now, and every day, it’s only
Jesus that you—the sinner—need.
Rev. Roger Olson serves the Church of the Lutheran Brethren Canada as
Regional Pastor.
Ole Brattekaas, 1863-1916, Gracia Grindal, 1943, Lutheran Hymnal for Church and Home, #183
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Glimpse
The Ransom Drop
TROY TYSDAL
On a warm September day in 1972, a
letter arrived at the home of Charles and
Delores Thompson. Delores trembled as
she held the letter. Charles could hear the
fear in her voice as she called him into the
room. It had been two weeks since they
had heard from their son Nathaniel. He
had disappeared while enjoying a night
out with friends.
Nathaniel was the Thompsons’ firstborn son and a bit of a rebel. His hard
partying ways, and unpredictable
behavior had led Charles to give up on
his dream of seeing Nathaniel one day
run the family business.
Opening the letter, the Thompsons
found a ransom note with detailed
instructions to follow if they ever
wanted to see Nathaniel alive again.
The kidnappers demanded three million
dollars, to be placed in a duffel bag and
stored in a locker at a nearby bus station.
Delores wept as she read the note.
Charles was filled with anger. He had
worked long and hard for his fortune. He
would not see it given away to criminals
in the slim hope that his wayward son
might return home.
In the days that followed, the kidnappers
watched the bus station, waiting for the
Thompsons to submit to their demands.
But the deadline came and went, and
Nathaniel’s fate was sealed.1
LUKE 1:26-33
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s
pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin
pledged to be married to a man named
Joseph, a descendant of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went
to her and said, “Greetings, you who are
highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
Mary was greatly troubled at his words
and wondered what kind of greeting this
might be. But the angel said to her, “Do
not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor
www.ffmagazine.org
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with God. You will conceive and give
birth to a son, and you are to call him
Jesus. He will be great and will be called
the Son of the Most High. The Lord God
will give him the throne of his father
David, and he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants forever; his kingdom will
never end.”
When Adam and Eve sinned against
God in the Garden of Eden the curse
of death took humankind captive. The
Scriptures tell us that Adam and Eve were
terrified. They hid from God. They did
not hide from Satan, or from each other.
They hid from God, because it was God
who said, “The soul who sins shall die”
(Ezekiel 18:4, ESV). The verdict was in:
All of humankind found guilty, unable to
pay its debt, and unworthy to inherit the
kingdom of God.
When our heavenly Father, by the
power of his Holy Spirit, placed his Son
in the womb of a young virgin, it was
the greatest ransom drop of all time. Our
heavenly Father followed his word fully
and completely, placing his priceless Son
in a fragile jar of clay to take on flesh and
to suffer and die for the sins of humanity.
The first Christmas marked the birth

of Jesus, the One who came to serve
and to give his life as a ransom for many
(Matthew 20:28). He obeyed the law of
God perfectly and presented himself as a
spotless sacrifice. Death could not resist!
It came to claim him, but it could not hold
him. His blood far exceeded the debt that
was owed, thus breaking the curse that
held us captive.
Though we deserved to be disowned,
God did not abandon us. Instead he
pursued us. He came looking for us! As
he called out to Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden, so he calls out to us
today. Do you hear him?
Our heavenly Father has paid the
ransom. Return to him, and you will
share in the inheritance of the One who is
worthy!
Rev. Troy Tysdal is Director of Communications
and Prayer for the Church of the Lutheran
Brethren and serves as publisher of Faith &
Fellowship magazine.
1
Illustration inspired by a true story; names and details
changed, as assumptions were made about the family’s motives.
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A

good friend of mine told me about
his visit with a dying woman. After
some preliminary conversation, Art
asked her about the condition of her soul. He
mentioned that she would soon see the face
of God. What would she say if God were to
ask her why he should let her into heaven?
Her response was, “Because you promised.” I
have thought about the beauty of her answer.
She was trusting that God would do what
he promised he would do. Not only was it
sufficient for her to trust in the promises of
God, but that same promise is sufficient for
all his children.
The promises of God have sustained
his children throughout the years. We can
go back all the way to the Garden of Eden
and hear the first promise given to Eve, the
protoevangelium (first gospel). In Genesis
3:15 we read the first words of comfort
given to a grief-stricken couple. Having just
experienced their sin for the first time, along
with the judgment of death because of it,
they now heard good news. God promised a
Saviour.
God would continue with this promise to
Adam and Eve. He would expand this promise
to Abraham, telling him that this news meant
that the nations of the world would be blessed.
God would continue his promises to the
people of Israel. As they were led through
bondage into freedom, not only would he
sustain them, but he would forgive them as
4
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He Has Promised
JON OVERLAND

they looked forward to the promised
Messiah. Throughout the Old Testament,
the prophets were given further
revelations of God’s promise. As his
people lived under his promise, their
hope was in the faithful God who keeps
his Word.
During Christmas time, we hear the
voices of the angels praising God and
declaring peace on earth, for the Saviour
is born. I find I need to read the words
of Simeon, when he held the Christ Child
in his arms. He had been promised by
the Holy Spirit that he would behold the
Messiah before he died. Now he was
holding the Saviour. Imagine his sense of
wonder and awe. He expressed for many
the culmination of the hope, as he stated
with joy: “Sovereign Lord, as you have
promised, you may now dismiss your
servant in peace. For my eyes have seen
your salvation, which you have prepared
in the sight of all nations: a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory
of your people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32).
God is faithful. He did as he promised,
and the Saviour was born.
A little boy had attended a Christmas
Eve service. He became enamoured with
the Christ Child in the manger. That night
he dreamed that he was in the presence
of the Christ Child. In adoring love, the
little boy offered the Christ Child his
www.ffmagazine.org

new ball and glove, but the Christ Child
told him that he, Jesus, was the giver of
all good gifts. So the little boy promised
that he would give his devotion as a
present to him, but Jesus said that the
boy’s devotion was actually a gift from
him. The little boy said he would give
Jesus his heart, but Jesus said that even
his heart was a gift, as Christ would take
his heart of stone and give him a heart of
flesh. Finally the little boy asked Jesus,
“Is there anything I can bring to you that
I didn’t receive from you?” Jesus said,
“Bring me your sins. You did not receive
them from me. Come and confess your
sins, and I promise that I will forgive
you.” The little boy said, “My sins? You
want my sins?” And the Christ Child said,
“Yes, that is why I came.”
If you look just behind the stable, you
will see a tree growing that will eventually
become a cross. For the Saviour who was
born had come to die, that we would be
forgiven.
The promise given to Adam and Eve
would be fulfilled with the coming of
Jesus Christ. The promise would be
fulfilled as Jesus died on the cross. Satan’s
head would be crushed (see Genesis
3:15). The temple curtain would be torn
in two. The barrier of sin that separated us
from a holy God would be torn down, just
as God’s promise stated. Jesus would be

raised from the dead, just as he promised.
And we too, as we trust in his promise,
will rise with him.
A verse from Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing declares:
Come, Desire of Nations, come,
		
Fix in us Thy humble home.
Rise the woman’s conquering Seed,
		
Bruise in us the serpent’s head.
Adam’s likeness now efface,
		
Stamp Thine image in its place,
Second Adam from above,
		
Reinstate us in Thy love,
Hark, the herald angels sing,
		
Glory to the newborn King.
Christ came and fulfilled his promise
to us. With confidence we can state this
promise as our hope in Christ. Why
should God let us into his kingdom?
Christ has paid the price for all our sin,
he has redeemed us in his blood, and we
are set free. Why should God let us in his
kingdom? Because he has promised.
Rev. Jon Overland is President of the Church
of the Lutheran Brethren Canada and serves as
pastor at Grace Lutheran Church in Okotoks,
Alberta.
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Eat Your Lasagna

E

at your lasagna!” “No, apple
first!” “You have to eat one bite of
lasagna!” “No, apple first! Apple
First!” “Do you need a time out?! All you
have to do is eat one bite of lasagna, then
you can have an apple, it’s really not that
hard.” “No lasagna!… a’ done, a’ done,
ALL DONE!”
My son’s little face began to turn red as
he was trying to force his way out of his
booster seat. While the straps were cutting
into his legs, tears were streaming down
his cheeks—angry tears that betrayed not
just dissatisfaction, but rage. I could see
that any attempt to reason with him was
lost. I undid the straps and carried him up
to his crib. He was screaming as I closed
6

CLINT KNUTSON
the door. He cried for that entire fiveminute time out, not tears of sorrow, but
of howling indignation… He was furious
with me!
My little sinner wasn’t happy that he
didn’t get his way.
My wife recently told me that I needed
to give up golfing so we could recover
from an expensive month… A perfectly
reasonable request, the responsible thing
to do, in fact I should have suggested it,
had I been any kind of husband…
“I guess we better, eh?” I said, trying
to agree with her from across the kitchen
table.
But inside I was seething. If I had had
booster seat straps I would have been

straining against them. Talking about
money always makes me upset. My sinful
nature reveals itself very quickly when I
get accused of overspending, because it
means that I can no longer have my own
way.
Looking into the face of my two-yearold that night, and then looking at myself,
the reality is far too apparent. We rage
when we don’t get our way.
And that rage—my rage, my son’s
rage—is the symptom of a much larger
problem.
The problem is born out of the
arrogance of those who want to be like
God, who want their will to be done,
rather than his will. The serpent’s words
Faith & Fellowship

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access
by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of
the glory of God.”
				
							
Romans 5:1-2

to Eve in the Garden were, “You will not
certainly die, for God knows that when
you eat from it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil” (Genesis 3:4-5). Their sin and
ours was to trust another over our Creator,
to take what was not ours to take. Willful
disobedience—that our will would be
done over his will. The arrogance of the
devil, the arrogance of all the enemies
of God, who would dethrone him if they
could.
In Isaiah 8, the Lord is speaking to the
prophet Isaiah and his children, who are to
be signs to the people of Israel and Judah
during the coming Assyrian invasion.
King Ahaz chose, in his arrogance, to
appeal to Assyria rather than trust in
the Lord. In an arrogance that God said
characterized his people, Ahaz chose his
own will over God’s. So the Lord warns
Isaiah in Chapter 8 about what is coming
for those arrogant people and encourages
him to hold fast in their midst, as a sign.
The Lord says in 8:21-22, “Distressed
and hungry, they will roam through the
land; when they are famished, they will
become enraged and, looking upward,
will curse their king and their God. Then
they will look toward the earth and see
only distress and darkness and fearful
gloom, and they will be thrust into utter
darkness. The Lord will let their will be
done… And they will be broken by it. His
enemies will have their way.”
We’d like to think that this is a distant
story, but listening to my son raging in his
crib, looking at myself, I see that same
willful arrogance that defined King Ahaz.
The Bible describes it as a hatred of God.
A hatred that leads us to rebel against
him in every decision, every relationship,
www.ffmagazine.org

every role. For we have set ourselves in
opposition to our Creator—and darkness
and all its savagery should be our reward.
In Isaiah 9, God continues to speak to
Isaiah, but now with promise of a great
light dawning for those in darkness. That
light will be a child, a Son born among his
enemies. A Son born to reign on David’s
throne as the “Prince of Peace.”
Centuries later that Son was sent, the
Prince of Peace arrived. And contrary to
popular expectation, he was no crusader,
no great rebel military leader. He was not
even all that diplomatic. Instead he came
as a vulnerable baby. A lamb among
wolves. His very life would be threatened
within days of his birth. And it stayed that
way for him. This mighty Prince of Peace
had to keep moving, to keep evading his
enemies’ designs to kill him, until finally
he was handed over and they put him to
death. The enemies of God murdered his
Son, their greatest victory.
But as God’s enemies were putting
his Son to death. God was putting his
enemies to death, in his Son Jesus Christ.
All our rage against God, and all God’s
wrath against humanity, would meet on
the cross of that “Prince of Peace.” And
in that crescendo of violence, Jesus cried
out, “It is finished!”
And heaven stood down, and peace was
declared.
God was done fighting. His wrath had
been satisfied. God now unquestionably
stood with humanity, not against us.
Through the promised Prince of Peace
we were reconciled to God. Jesus Christ
himself was our peace—the treaty drawn
up in his own blood.
I picked my son up out of his crib,
cleaned up his face and sat him down to

eat. He is too young to really attach the
word “sorry” to remorse, but I could tell
he felt sheepish.
My son is baptized, a child of God. God
has made peace with him. His rebellious
self was put to death, was included in
the death of Christ, the death of God’s
enemies.
My son is a new creation. He still
behaves very much like an enemy of the
Almighty, very much the way I do. But
I know for certain that we are not God’s
enemies, because the cross of Jesus
Christ declares to us that God has made
his peace with us.
As we approach and celebrate
Christmas, we remember and thank God
for his grace in Jesus Christ, the Prince of
Peace. Though we were God’s enemies,
and still in many ways behave like them,
we stand in grace with the hope of glory,
forgiven for our great rebellion, our
raging against a loving Father.
“Therefore, since we have been justified
through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have gained access by faith
into this grace in which we now stand.
And we boast in the hope of the glory of
God” (Romans 5:1-2).
Clint Knutson serves as pastor for Birch Hills
Community Church in Birch Hills, Saskatchewan
and for Saron Lutheran Church in Hagen,
Saskatchewan.
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Carrying Christ
into a Broken World
JEAN WILSDON

W

ith Christmas approaching, I
think of the story of Mary—
the mother of Jesus. She is
a woman of opposites. She seems to be
an ordinary Jewish woman, who most
likely cooked, and looked after her home,
husband and children. On the other hand,
the Bible tells us she had an extraordinary
life. She would be the first to say that this
did not come from herself, but was a
divine gift.
The significance of Mary’s life was
hidden from everyday view. Rarely could
others see anything remarkable. For that
matter, many could not see anything
remarkable about her Son. The same can
be true for us. Our outward lives might
not seem like much but the inner strength
of our lives is the same as Mary’s. The
source of that strength is Mary’s child—
the Savior Jesus Christ.
We have much in common with her.
Like her we are called to be disciples—
to carry Christ into this hurting world. It
is interesting to look at her story in the
Bible and then to look at our own reaction
when given opportunity to bear Christ to
our world.
MARY’S RESPONSE
This young woman is greeted by an angel
in a very small town called Nazareth. The
angel tells her she is going to have a baby
despite the fact that she has not been with
a man. She hesitates at first, but then says,
“I am the Lord’s servant... May your
word to me be fulfilled” (Luke 1:38). She
is loyal to God and willing to go with his
plan even though it does not sound logical
or plausible. This obedient response was
surely prompted by grace. Immediately
following this, she leaves to visit her
cousin Elizabeth and it is in her home that
we hear a beautiful piece of poetry. Mary
8

sings a song of praise to the Lord, her
heavenly Father. This wonderful piece of
poetry is often referred to as the “Song of
Mary” or “The Magnificat.” It is found in
Luke 1:46-55.
“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit
rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been
mindful of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me
blessed, for the Mighty One has done
great things for me—holy is his name.
His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation. He has
performed mighty deeds with his arm; he
has scattered those who are proud in their
inmost thoughts. He has brought down
rulers from their thrones but has lifted up
the humble. He has filled the hungry with
good things but has sent the rich away
empty. He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful to Abraham
and his descendants forever, just as he
promised our ancestors.”
This beautiful song is both poetic and
prophetic. It reveals great knowledge
of God’s Word. This poem sounds a lot
like Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel 2. From
this, we can assume that Mary had a deep
understanding and knowledge of the
Word of God. Perhaps this is the reason
that Mary’s response is one of obedience,
praise, and joy.
OUR RESPONSE
We are also asked to give witness of our
faith and to carry Christ into the world
around us. We surely know that the best
witness would be authentic, enthusiastic,
and joyous.
I asked several people about their typical
response to this task. Everyone gave a
somewhat guarded answer. It seems few

of us are responding the way Mary did.
She was a great first missionary—filled
with peace and joy that surpasses all
understanding. Why are we filled with the
opposite? Most of us have a bit of dread
when asked to witness to co-workers,
friends, neighbors. Looking carefully at
my own life, I sadly didn’t have to think
very hard to find examples.
This is how many of us approach the
topic of evangelism: Several years ago
one of my sons decided he wanted to go
out for Halloween dressed as a Lutheran
pastor. I was less than enthusiastic. The
custom in our rural farming community is
that when the kids go out on Halloween,
all the parents visit for hours at each
others’ houses. I was relatively new to the
community and didn’t want to be branded
the neighborhood “religious freak.” But
my son was excited so I reluctantly
agreed to sew the costume. Then he
dropped the next bombshell. He had
printed Scripture verses on small pieces
of paper, and he wanted to hand them
out to each person as they handed him
candy. This was too much! I was certain
this would cause me to be an outcast. The
next few mornings during my devotions,
I wrestled with God regarding my poor
attitude. I knew I needed to be thankful
for my young son’s heart for the Lord.
Slowly, I warmed up to the idea. My
attitude changed so much that I went
out with my son and other children, and
I enjoyed myself. However, there were
some comments I heard about later. They
were not flattering, but ultimately it did
not impact my friendships or my standing
in the community.
We struggle in these situations because
we focus on the world and its impact on
us. Mary focused on God and his plan.
When we look carefully at Mary’s
Faith & Fellowship

story, we see that a few days earlier
Mary did ask questions (Luke 1:34).
She wasn’t expressing joy, though she
did say that she was a willing servant.
Perhaps her song was composed on the
long days of walking to Elizabeth’s house
(she traveled 75-80 miles). I think of my
own wrestling with God and I wonder
if those days of travel allowed Mary the
time to also wrestle with God and to ask
for a positive attitude. I feel certain that
she also worried about gossip and that
her worst fears were realized as she faced
ridicule.
My greatest comfort is in the beginning
of Mary’s song: “My spirit rejoices in
God my Savior...” She knew she was a
sinner and in need of a savior! I know
this, too.
We are often immobilized by fear. If
we stand up for the gospel, defend the
Sabbath, speak out against abortion,
etc.—we will sometimes get labeled.
We can make others uncomfortable and
we can cause an early end to what might
have been a friendship. Living the gospel
message is risky. We must rely on the
Spirit of God to strengthen us.
This Christmas season, let’s take time to
reflect on our own souls. Do we magnify
the Lord in all circumstances? Read and
ponder the songs of Hannah (1 Samuel
2:1-10) and Mary (Luke 1:46-55). They
both honor God and show complete trust
in his character and provision.

www.ffmagazine.org
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Jean Wilsdon is President of Women’s Ministries
for the Church of the Lutheran Brethren Canada.
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Promise and Fulfillment
ROY HEGGLAND

F

or no matter how many promises
God has made, they are “Yes” in
Christ. And so through him the
“Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of
God (2 Corinthians 1:20).
Have you ever made a promise that you
later wish you hadn’t made? Perhaps your
circumstances changed between the time
you made the promise and the time you
had to deliver on it. Maybe you promised
something in the heat of the moment
and later, when your emotions had
cooled, thought better of it. Maybe the
person to whom you made the promise
did something that changed your mind
about his worthiness to receive what was
promised. Whatever the reason, we can’t
always be sure that promises made by
people will be kept, especially since we
know our own inability to always keep
our promises.
This is so much a part of our nature
that when someone says they will do
something that is really important to us,
we may then ask them, “Promise?” We
hope that, by adding that magic word,
they will somehow achieve the ability to
overcome all obstacles and make good on
that promise. Sadly, even when that word
is used, the results are still uncertain.
This inability to completely trust others
to follow through on their promises can
affect our perception of God’s promises
to us. On an intellectual level we would
readily agree that God is trustworthy and
will do what he has promised. But on an
emotional level we find it very difficult
to trust that God will always deliver on
his promises. We sometimes live in the
uncertainty of “What if?” “What if my
sin is too great for God to forgive? What
if I am not repentant enough? What if I
am not sanctified enough before I die?” In
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our human experience, much can happen
between the time a promise is made and
the time it is to be fulfilled, so there is
always the chance that the promise will
fail. But is that the case with the promises
of God?
What if God’s promises to us have
already been fulfilled? What if there is no
chance God can change his mind about
us because he has already delivered on
his promises to us? In 2 Corinthians 1:20,
we learn that all of the promises of God
in Christ are “Yes,” and in Christ we say,
“Amen, this is most certainly true,” to
the glory of God. All of God’s promises
are true in themselves because he has
spoken them—and what God speaks is
done. And all of his promises are fulfilled
in the great Amen, Jesus himself, the
Truth of God. In his love and mercy, God
ordained before the creation of the world
that Christ would be sacrificed for us.
ONLINE:

www.clba.org/giving

BY MAIL (U.S.):

Sept.

Oct.

Accumulated
Difference

- 121,750

Since God is not bound by time and space
as we are, the promise of the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus was “finished”
before creation, only to be revealed to
all of creation when the appointed time
came.
When God speaks his promises to us,
our response is not “Promise?” or “What
if?” Our response is “Yes! Amen! Jesus!”
All of God’s promises are already fulfilled
in Christ by grace alone.
What a wonderful God we serve! He
has left nothing to chance. Nothing is
left undone. There are no unfulfilled
promises. All is prepared for us. What a
privilege to serve him with everything he
gives us! To God be the glory!
Roy Heggland serves the CLB as Associate for
Biblical Stewardship.
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Women’s Ministries
Church of the Lutheran Brethren

Connecting Church
and Community at Christmas
CHERYL OLSEN

T

hroughout the Church of the
Lutheran Brethren women are
connecting church and community
at Christmas. Here are some ideas from
our Regions that might inspire you.
EASTERN REGION
• We have a Christmas Tea, where
everyone brings their own teacup
(have some extra on hand for guests)
and enjoys coffee, tea, hot cider and
Christmas cookies. One of our women
speaks or shares a testimony, closing with
Christmas carols.
• Our women’s group has a family
Christmas banquet, usually a roast beef
dinner, with a program put on by the
women. It is usually packed and everyone
works together well. It’s very enjoyable!
• We have a Community Carol Sing with
readings of the Christmas story, special
music groups, audience singing. It ends
with a community choir singing the
“Hallelujah Chorus.”

ornament exchange; bowling; just going
out to eat together.
WESTERN REGION
• Pack Christmas Care Baskets for
college students.
• A women’s outing, followed by a
cookie exchange to be re-packed into
baskets to bless someone else! Perhaps
these cookie baskets could be given out
while caroling!
• Hanging of the Greens: church
decorating, with soup and salad.
• Ladies’ Night Out: we meet once a
month in someone’s home for food and
fellowship. It is an easy way to invite a
friend, neighbor, or co-worker for a fun
night out without kids or hubbies—a
chance to be yourself among friends. Start
with a quick “introduce yourself” and a
short devotional, then eat and fellowship.

CENTRAL REGION
• Our cookie exchange brings out many
women. Everyone brings a dozen or
more cookies, and exchanges them. Then
everyone takes home a large selection of
new and interesting cookies.
• We invite everyone to bring something
that they enjoy collecting. Each person is
encouraged to tell about their collection,
either around their tables, or with the
whole group, if time. Great conversations
occur with both new and familiar guests.
• More ideas: Progressive dinner;

PACIFIC REGION
• We set aside a December evening for
salads, desserts, sharing, an ornament
exchange, and new prayer partner
pairings. An individual hosts a table,
decorated however she wishes, then she
welcomes ladies as they arrive, inviting
them to her table. The result is wonderful
hospitality and warmth. Several ladies
share special memories from family
Christmases past.
• A favorite get-together is the women’s
afternoon Christmas Tea & Cookie
Exchange, hosted by the pastor’s wife.
With white tablecloths and china, the
ladies feel so special, though nothing is

Announcement:

The new WMCLB Treasurer is Barb Heggland
(wmclbtreasurer@gmail.com). Write checks to
WMCLB, Box 655, Fergus Falls, MN 56538.

www.ffmagazine.org

extravagant or expensive. Some holiday
“yummies” set the stage for the simple yet
content-rich devotional about Christmas,
followed by prayer. The visiting is
relaxing, “a no-stress time for all!”
• We have invited a Christian Community
Theatre group in, which has been highly
appreciated! People really have lingered
to visit on those relaxed December
evenings. The dessert bar serving tables
are decorated with lots of white lights—
so pretty and festive, and welcoming to
the eye.
• We make and send Christmas cards
to our missionaries and everyone writes
something in them.
• Giving Tree, working with local
organizations/schools that already know
those who are in need.
• We help throw a Christmas party for
kids’ ministry in church, where they
can bring friends; provide baked sugar
cookies they can frost, read the Christmas
story, play games, and make cards for
shut-ins.
Choose your favorite idea and celebrate
Christmas with women around you!
Cheryl Olsen is the Faith & Fellowship
correspondent for Women’s Ministries of the
Church of the Lutheran Brethren.

Visit: www.WMCLB.com

We thank Lori Christopherson for her twelve
years of service as treasurer!
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The new home of Living Faith Church in Watford City, North Dakota

Ambassadors for Christ
BOB LAWSON

M

aybe you’ve watched an episode
of the ABC’s show Blood and
Oil? The whole country seems
captivated by the North Dakota oil
boom—everyone I speak to has heard of
The Bakken and “Fracking” for shale oil.
The tag line for the show is, “Sometimes
you have to play dirty to get filthy rich.”
It’s not a very flattering view of my new
home! When I arrived in Watford City in
December 2010, the oil boom was just
getting started. The town’s population
was 1700, give or take a few man-camps.
Within three years that number was
estimated at over 10,000, with RV parks,
apartment complexes and new shopping
centers springing up all over the county.
One RV Park is completely enclosed and
climate controlled!
12

A huge mission field was opening
and new churches were needed. Living
Faith Lutheran Brethren Church was
already planted thanks in large part to
Pastor Burton Bundy’s vision, but no one
foresaw the magnitude of the coming oil
boom! In September 2009, after more
than two years of planting seeds and
gathering a core group, Living Faith
was founded. Most of the core families
had attended a Lutheran Brethren church
before, some in Jamestown, Sidney or
Bismarck, but most had been driving to
church an hour away in Williston. God
gathered them using Burton to get it all
started, but his failing health prevented
him from continuing. The church was
growing and a shepherd was needed. I
first met with the team from Living Faith

at the 2010 CLB Biennial Convention in
Fergus Falls, Minnesota. Accepting the
call, I started in December of that year.
My wife Karen and her mom joined me in
November 2011. At first it was a struggle
to find housing, but God provided.
One of the first things I saw when I
arrived was a wooden cross on a hill
overlooking the town. I started praying
that God would make a way for our
church to build there. Seeing that cross
each day was a reminder that God was
at work. I prayed that he would show
us how we fit into his plan. The harvest
was indeed ripe. The man who put the
cross up eventually made a gift of land
to the church. As I sit now looking out
of my new office window I see that cross
directly across the street.
Faith & Fellowship

Pastor Bob Lawson addressing the congregation of Living Faith.

CLB President Paul Larson dedicating the new building to the glory of our Lord.

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has
gone, the new is here!”
				
							
2 Corinthians 5:17

There is a vast reservoir of oil deep in the
ground under us here called the Williston
Basin. Extracting it has caused a modern
day “gold rush” as people from every
state and many nations have come here
hoping to become rich. The infrastructure
lagged way behind the boom; services
like water, sewer, roads, schools, law
enforcement and affordable housing were
overwhelmed. The churches experienced
tremendous stress too. One pastor told
me that over a thousand new people came
through the front door of his church last
year, but many were gone within the year.
That puts a great strain on resources
and volunteers. Many local landowners
with mineral rights benefited, but for
most of us, as we watched the land
around us radically transform, it felt
like an invasion on our small town. This
“mission field” arriving from across the
country was messy and inconsiderate and
oh so different.
Our small church has a core of families
who have lived here for generations. It
has been great to see how welcoming
they are to the new families. People are
coming here on a song and a prayer with
nothing but what they can fit in their
car. So we have aligned ourselves with
ministries that meet the great needs of
these newcomers.
Friends of ours, Jim and Kathie Konsor,
started the Bakken Oil Rush Ministry that
operates a Mobile Free Thrift Center in
a retrofitted RV. Our congregation has
www.ffmagazine.org

been one of their biggest supporters,
lending our time, talents, and resources
to meet this great need. We have also
helped Pastor Robert Newberry and his
wife Stephanie who came here to start a
Celebrate Recovery ministry. Both Karen
and I are ambassadors for the Chamber
of Commerce, which is very active
promoting the many community events
taking place here throughout the year.
Each of us is called to be God’s
ambassador as he continues to lead us
and reveal our place in his plan. People
are arriving here in search of a new
beginning, putting the old behind and
reaching for new opportunities. Christians
understand what it means to have a fresh
beginning, the new life that comes as
we place our trust in God: “Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the new is here!”
(2 Corinthians 5:17).
Being “in Christ” means that God has
revealed himself to us and given us the
gift of spiritual discernment, ears to hear
and eyes to see: “All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:
that God was reconciling the world to
himself in Christ, not counting people’s
sins against them. And he has committed
to us the message of reconciliation”
(2 Corinthians 5:18,19). He entrusted
this Good News of reconciliation to us.
God has called us here to a ministry
of reconciliation, both for those in the

church and those on the outside; both
the locals and the “new” locals here in
boomtown Watford City.
In 2 Corinthians 5:20, Paul identifies
us as ambassadors: “We are therefore
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were
making his appeal through us. We implore
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to
God.” An ambassador is an authorized
representative or messenger, one called
to represent his or her own government
while living in another country. North
Dakota seemed like another country to
me and Karen at first. However, the warm
welcome and hospitality extended to us,
as well as the beauty of the west, has won
us over. We can relate to the many new
people who are moving here. God has big
plans for our congregation and the new
building with which he has blessed us.
We are just where he wants us to be!
We look forward to our future working
alongside Jesus Christ: “As God’s coworkers we urge you not to receive God’s
grace in vain. For he says, ‘In the time of
my favor I heard you, and in the day of
salvation I helped you.’ I tell you, now is
the time of God’s favor, now is the day of
salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:1-2).
Rev. Bob Lawson serves as pastor of Living
Faith Church in Watford City, North Dakota.
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Pastor Ryan Nordlund preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ in Lincoln, North Dakota.

Bringing Grace to Lincoln
RYAN NORDLUND

W

ell, it’s Monday morning and
I am here in my office. I have
about a thousand thoughts
running through my head at the same
time and, for someone who is not good
at multitasking, it makes things difficult.
You see, on Saturday, October 10, we
held our first worship service in Lincoln.
Grace—in Bismarck, North Dakota—
became a multisite church.
About three years ago our elder board
started this discussion. We knew very
little about what it meant to be a multisite
church. So we read some books, we
visited multisite churches’ websites, we
met with others who have done similar
things, and we came to the conclusion
that we should pursue this more.
14

We started by praying. Not enough,
of course, but it’s amazing that our God
will still direct us even when we fall short
in so many ways. Our prayers led us all
over the area. Literally. We spent many
months thinking that Mandan, our sister
city across the river, was going to be the
place. And then someone introduced me
to a small community just south and east
of Bismarck a few miles. So I took a drive
through Lincoln for the first time.
What I saw there wasn’t what I expected
to see. I expected to see a community of
about a thousand people struggling to
make ends meet. I was told that Lincoln
was first built for low-income people.
What I found was a thriving community
with a population reaching closer to

4000. So I kept driving. I found the City
Hall and a very large bar, but I found only
one church. On this first visit I sensed
God calling us to begin a ministry there.
Since that day, over two years ago, a
new school has been built in Lincoln, a
large gas station has been added to the
town, and many new homes and apartment
buildings are being constructed. And
now, thanks to God’s faithfulness and
grace, there is another church in Lincoln.
We’re nothing fancy. We meet in an
enclosed park shelter. We don’t have any
fancy programs. But we do have the best
news to share. And that’s why we are
there. We are simply there to spread the
gospel of Jesus Christ to our neighbors.
To get things going in Lincoln, we
Faith & Fellowship

started out by meeting key people in the community. We
had lunch with the mayor. We arranged to get a tour of
the new school from the principal. And a funny thing
happened after that tour of the new school. We were just
wrapping up, saying our thank yous, when the principal
looked intently at me and asked me, “Have we ever
met before?” She said I looked strangely familiar. I had
nothing. Absolutely nothing came to mind.
A couple of weeks later, as we were planning our first
event to get to know the people of Lincoln, I talked to the
principal again about using the school and whether we
could combine our event with a fundraiser for the school.
As soon as I walked into the school she rushed up to me
and asked me if I had attended Moorhead State University
in the late nineties and if I had coached basketball there.
And in that moment, a flood of memories came surging to
me and I recalled that not only did I know the principal of
Lincoln Elementary School, I had also coached basketball
with her! Needless to say, I felt a little bit foolish, but not
too bad since it had been over 15 years since I had seen
her last. So we started chatting, talking about families,
and I thanked God that he put someone in Lincoln not
only whom I knew, but who would now be one of our
greatest allies in getting this church started.
Since that day we’ve held more than a half-dozen events
at the school, we’ve raised over $5000 for the community
of Lincoln, and we’ve met hundreds of people. And I am
praying that this is just the start of what God will have us
do for the people in Lincoln.
So I sit here, two days after our first worship service in
Lincoln, North Dakota. We had a good number of Grace–
Bismarck people involved. They came to help set up, to
lead in music, some simply came to worship with us.
And although we had a good number of Grace–Bismarck
people, we had very few Grace–Lincoln people.
So I have a thousand thoughts running through my head
this morning. Did we do something wrong? What do we
need to do more? What do we need to do less? Did we
advertise enough? Should we have done this? Should we
have done that? Was it worth it? For so few people, was it
worth it?
My flesh was longing for the room to be packed. I
didn’t know if there would be two people there, 20 people
there, or 200 people there. I was hoping for 200. And for
those who knew me the best, I think my disappointment
showed. But then I was reminded, graciously reminded,
that even if only one person in Lincoln, North Dakota
heard the gospel where the gospel has not formerly been
preached, it was so worth it!
No, I don’t know what God has in store for Grace–
Lincoln. But I do know that I do not have the ability
to grow his church. I need to let God be God, and let
him do what he does best: save people from their sins—
sometimes, one person at a time.

Pastor Keith Wolderich loading supplies.

Grace LBC’s worship team preparing to lead the service.

Above: Pastor Ryan Nordlund giving the benediction.
Below: Grace LBC enjoying fellowship and dinner.

Rev. Ryan Nordlund serves as pastor of Grace Lutheran Brethren
Church in Bismarck, North Dakota... and now in Lincoln as well.

www.ffmagazine.org
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The $6 Lamp

D

DAVID VEUM

r. Veum, can I tell you
something?” The student asking
is from the Dominican Republic.
His name is Erick Benjamin Sede
Eduardo. He wanted to tell me the story
about how the Lord provided a study
lamp for only six dollars. But first…a bit
of background.
Benjamin—the name his mother
calls him—is 25 years old. He served
for several years as a translator for the
mission teams coming to his country
from Hillcrest Lutheran Academy. Some
of the leaders of those teams were so
impressed with him that they wanted
to see him come to the USA and attend
Lutheran Brethren Seminary.
Three years ago I had the chance to
meet him when he was here serving as a
translator for the Boy Scouts. I too was
impressed. I learned about his passion for
evangelism. When he was just 20 years old
he developed a seminar on non-violence
16

Erick Benjamin Sede Eduardo in the Christiansen Memorial Library at Lutheran Brethren Seminary.

for high school students, followed by one
on making wise decisions. He presented
these in school assemblies as a platform
for sharing the gospel.
In the months and years after meeting,
we talked on Skype and emailed about
his coming, but we had no one to sponsor
him. Then this past summer we partnered
with Hillcrest to bring him to Fergus
Falls, Minnesota. They are providing for
his living costs. He works and lives in the
boys’ dorm as a resident assistant. We are
providing for his education.
That brings me to the story of the lamp.
Here is what he told me, but you cannot
hear his delightful Spanish accent:
“In the dorm we collect items that
students leave in the building and keep
them in the ‘lost and found’ box. When
the box gets full of unclaimed items, we
have an auction. So, there was this box,
and I didn’t know what was in it. But I
bid $10. Someone else bid $11, so I bid

$12—and I got it! When I opened the
box, there was a lamp!
When I left home, I left behind a good
lamp. My mother said, ‘Don’t take it.
You will get a different one in America.’
I needed a lamp to study. There was a
radio in the box that I sold for $5 and
something else I sold for a dollar. So the
Lord provided a lamp for me for just $6!
Praise the Lord!”
I wish I could convey the enthusiasm
and joy that Benjamin expressed as he
told me this story. His humble gratitude
has both convicted and encouraged me.
And it goes both ways. After just the
second week of class he stopped in to tell
me what he was learning. After shaking
hands—he always shakes hands—he
said, “Dr. Veum, in the Dominican
Republic our pastors preach mostly about
how we ought to live our lives. But I am
learning that we also need to preach the
gospel.”
Faith & Fellowship
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Christmas: It’s Not Just a Day!
ERICK SORENSEN

B

y late September every year,
Christians start posting reactions
on Facebook and Twitter about
something that is making less and less
sense to me every year. They react to
the consumeristic reality of Christmas as
stores line their shelves with Christmas
decorations weeks before Halloween
(sorry, I meant Reformation Day!).
But as I understand Christmas more
fully, I’ve come to see it as a season—a
lengthy season—and not a single day. I’ve
come to recognize that the decorations
are, in reality, months late. Because the
truth of the matter is, the incarnation
of Jesus Christ began historically and
begins for us with the celebration of the
Annunciation, the day that the angel
Gabriel announced that Mary was with
child. So the Annunciation is the earliest
bookend of the season of Christmas.
As the Church, we then move through
the season of expectation and longing as
we await the coming of the Lord during
Advent. Some of us light an Advent
wreath to mark those weeks; some of us
simply begin to sing Christmas hymns as
a way of welcoming the season.
Four weeks of inching toward
Christmas. But by then, we’re all caught
up in the consumeristic mentality that
we snarled at on Facebook just weeks
before. And on one day, with joyful
exuberance, on the single day we call
“Christmas,” we join our voices with
millions of other Christians who sing
with festal praise Handel’s Messiah, the
“Hallelujah Chorus!” Yet, in less than 24
hours—not one day following December
25th!—all is lost. All is back to normal
and “Christmas” is a bygone memory, as
trash pails overflow with wrapping paper
and old items are replaced by new gifts.
The only other remnant is the Christmas
dinner leftovers, for a day or two.
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But wait! What about the other
bookend? What about Epiphany? Given
the Church of the Lutheran Brethren’s
evangelical and Lutheran heritage, we
may want to admit that the season of
Epiphany (which begins on January 6,
the twelfth day of Christmas) is the goal,
the endpoint, of the Christmas season.
In other words, Epiphany is the most
important part of the Christmas season.
Here’s why: What happened on that
first Epiphany? Well, the world was
introduced to its true King and Messiah
when the Magi came to pay homage to
the baby Jesus. Therefore, Epiphany is the
beginning of the evangelical witness, the
beginning of the gospel being declared
to the nations. And that’s the reasoning
behind Epiphany Lutheran Church’s
name choice—that we bring the gospel
of Jesus Christ to the world, because the
world is in New York City.
During my first week in the field, I had
evangelistic conversations with people
from all different backgrounds: Muslims,
Jews, Hindus, Buddhists and radical
secularists. Again, this all took place in
my first week! I sat down, sipped coffee

with, and explained the gospel message
to the nations, one by one. Through
Epiphany Lutheran Church’s mission in
New York City, the CLB has entered yet
another global mission field, only this
one is in our front yard.
Through your financial gifts, North
American Mission’s yearly contribution
for four years, and Fifth Act Church
Planting’s indispensable and ongoing
support on the ground in New York City,
the King who was revealed to the Magi
on that first Epiphany will by his grace
reveal himself to scores of people groups
within walking distance of my front steps.
Won’t you please prayerfully consider
partnering with us to make this a reality?
To make a one-time or recurring
contribution,
please
visit:
www.
EpiphanyLutheranNYC.com.
Pastor Erick Sorensen is the church planting
pastor of Epiphany Lutheran Church in New
York City, NY.

Visit: www.epiphanylutherannyc.com
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Andrews Installed
The COD is a collection of devoted and passionate leaders who pray
together, work hard together, laugh together, and even cry together.
Dr. Eugene Boe installing Brent Andrews at LBS.

On August 31, 2015, Lutheran Brethren Seminary
installed Brent Andrews as their new Librarian
and Media Specialist. He graduated in 1996 from
the University of Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls,
Iowa with an MA in Library Science. He is a 2015
graduate of Lutheran Brethren Seminary. Brent and
his wife Kari live in Fergus Falls, Minnesota.

Here are a few highlights from our October meeting:
•

•
•

INTERVARSITY

URBANA

DECEMBER 27-31, 2015

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

•

Urbana 2015
Urbana is the largest student mission conference in
the world. It offers a unique opportunity to find out
how your education and skills fit the current needs in
our world. Register today: URBANA.ORG/LJ
Join the Lutheran Brethren’s Mission Mobilizer and
Recruiter Dan Venberg on Dec. 28 in St. Louis for a
special We are LB Church gathering.
Contact Dan Venberg at: dvenberg@CLBA.org

•

•
•
•

Jim Bossert (Staten Island, NY) and Scott Skones (Minot, ND)
were welcomed as newly elected COD members, while expressing
our deep gratitude for the service of Dan Bundy (Watford City,
ND) and Roy Heggland (Cape Coral, FL).
President Larson shared a report reflecting on his first year in
ministry as CLB President. It has been a year filled with many
visits with our pastors, lay leaders, and churches.
Director of Finance & Personnel LaWayne Rogness, shared that
while giving is slightly lagging behind compared to past years, by
God’s continued faithful provision, we should have all ministry
fully funded by the end of our fiscal year (April 30).
Director of Communications & Prayer Troy Tysdal, presented the
newly redesigned CLBA website.
Four pastors were recommended and accepted for ordination
by the Theological Council: Jeremy Wilson (Nampa, ID), Brian
Quade (Eau Claire, WI), Mike Hussey (Sidney, MT), and Andrew
Foss (Nanuet, NY).
Two pastors were recommended and accepted for re-rostering by
the Theological Council: David Hesje (Camrose, Alberta) and Jeff
Hoverson (Minot, ND).
Warren Hall and Michael Swenson were elected to serve as the
two lay representatives on the Theological Council.
The present focus of the Lifting Our Eyes initiative is the hiring of
an Associate for Advancement Ministry.

The next COD meeting will be April 7-8, 2016, in Fergus Falls, MN.
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Christkind
aked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will
depart” (Job 1:21).

Rev. Brent Juliot is editor of Faith & Fellowship magazine, teaches
math at Hillcrest Lutheran Academy, and serves as pastor at Stavanger
Lutheran Church in Fergus Falls, MN.
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Job’s point is that we come into this world with nothing, and
we also take nothing with us when we leave this world. But
perhaps there is an exception…
One of our writers in this issue, Jon Overland, got me
thinking about the term “Christ Child.” Looking into it, I
discovered that “Christkind” (German for Christ Child) is the
traditional Christmas gift-giver in quite a number of places in
the world. Parents tell their children that Christkind brings the
gifts they will find on Christmas morning. The name became
anglicized as Kris Kringle, which became another name for
Santa Claus in North America. Santa Claus—that jolly fellow
who miraculously brings gifts to every person on earth in a
single night. Pretty far-fetched!
But if we turn the legend back to this child figure bringing
gifts to all at Christmas time, we have a kernel of truth.
Ordinary children come into this world with nothing, but there
was one Child who did not come empty-handed. This Child
came bearing gifts for all people on earth.
Shepherds came and honored this Child on the night of his
birth. Sometime later, the Magi came to offer gifts of great value
to this Child. Perhaps that is why we think of Christmas as a
time for giving gifts to one another, or even giving something
back to the Christ Child in some way.
But viewing Christmas as being only about giving may be
missing the point. The shepherds received something that night
when they encountered Jesus. The gifts of the Magi did not
compare to what they received from the Christ Child. If the
newborn Savior came bearing gifts for us all, then we need to
pause in our traditional celebration, consider what it is that he
brings to us, and gratefully, joyfully receive it!
This Child was born to die, that we might live. Any celebration
of Christmas that doesn’t center on our first receiving this
Savior—receiving his gift of forgiveness and new life—is
overlooking the big idea: God has, in love, sent you and me the
greatest of all gifts. Before we give anything, we must receive.
Then, and only then, we find that there are two exceptions to
Job’s maxim: One Child was not born into this world emptyhanded, but came with gifts for all humankind. And because
of this, all who receive him will not leave this world emptyhanded. They depart holding the gift of eternal life—the favor
of God the Father for eternity.
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Living Waters
Bringing Life-Giving Water to People Who Thirst

L U T H E R A N

B R E T H R E N

Living Waters is a ministry
that incorporates the physical
installation of water wells
with an ongoing commitment
to evangelistic ministry.

Contact

I N T E R N AT I O N A L

M I S S I O N

For $5,000 your congregation
can install a water well and give
our missionaries a platform in
an unreached Chadian village to
proclaim the gospel of Jesus.
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