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TROY TYSDAL

Recently I was given a gift, an old red leather Bible that
belonged to my grandmother. Embossed on the cover were
the words, “In Memory of Tammy Jo.” Tammy Jo was the
youngest of my grandparents’ four children and they had
lost her suddenly and unexpectedly to spinal meningitis in
1963, when she was just two years old.
As I received the gift I opened it to a bookmark, a
laminated obituary for the aunt I never knew, and I read the
words of Jesus Christ that my grandmother had circled with
ink so many years ago, “Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to
such as these” (Mark 10:14). My heart sank as I imagined
my grandmother’s pain. At that moment I felt as if I had
been given a glimpse into the worst experience of her life,
the darkest storm she had ever been asked to weather. I
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Harold and Dorraine Woessner

God is in the Storm

skimmed the rest of the Bible, looking for
additional passages that she might have
circled. I found only one, Psalm 28:7,
“The Lord is my strength and my shield;
my heart trusts in him, and he helps me.
My heart leaps for joy, and with my song I
praise him.”
As I held my grandmother’s Bible, I
pondered the Psalm she had circled. How could her heart leap for
joy? How could her mouth sing a song of praise? It seemed odd to
find this Psalm circled, but then it hit me: in the midst of the storm
she understood the significance of the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Though her heart was broken and filled with pain, her
hope held secure in the One whose voice could calm the storm.
Is your hope secure? Will it last when the wind blows and the
waves rage against you? Trust in Christ! Call on his name, and he
will see you through the storm.
Rev. Troy Tysdal is the Director of Communication and Prayer for the Church
of the Lutheran Brethren.
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Glimpse
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
ROY HEGGLAND
God’s love is entirely different from
every other type of love we experience.
Trying to define it based upon our
human love is like trying to explain what
someone looks like from the shadow they
cast on the ground. The person casting
the shadow remains ever constant, but
our view of the shadow can change with
time and our perspective. So when it
comes to writing about God’s love, I am
like one who looks at the shadow and
who can only very imperfectly describe
some aspect of what he has observed. The
title of the famous Charles Wesley hymn
says it so well: Love Divine, All Loves
Excelling. Rather than try to describe the
divine from my shadow perspective, we
can look at God’s own description of his
love.
EPHESIANS 1:3-10
Praise be to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
the heavenly realms with every spiritual
blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him
before the creation of the world to be
holy and blameless in his sight. In love
he predestined us for adoption to sonship
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with
his pleasure and will—to the praise of
his glorious grace, which he has freely
given us in the One he loves. In him we
have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the
riches of God’s grace that he lavished on
us. With all wisdom and understanding,
he made known to us the mystery of
his will according to his good pleasure,
which he purposed in Christ, to be put
into effect when the times reach their
fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in
heaven and on earth under Christ.
We have been blessed with every spiritual
blessing. We are holy and blameless
before him—redeemed, forgiven of
www.ffmagazine.org
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our trespasses, and lavished with the
riches of his grace. We have been shown
the mystery of his will, obtained an
inheritance, and are sealed with the Holy
Spirit. Love Divine, All Loves Excelling!
If we begin to think of ourselves as
somehow deserving of this outpouring
of love and grace, the Bible makes it
quite easy to determine who is worthy of
God’s love—no one! We are reminded
in the second chapter of Ephesians, “But
because of his great love for us, God,
who is rich in mercy, made us alive
with Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions—it is by grace you have
been saved” (2:4-5). God, in his great
and amazing love, has seated us—dead
people walking, children of disobedience
and wrath—in the heavenly places with
his Son Jesus. We who have received
this love and grace have been adopted
by God as his children and, together with
the whole church, have been made the
bride of Christ. Love Divine, All Loves
Excelling, indeed!
God’s Word tells us so much more
about his love. In John 3:16 we read,
“For God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son…” His love, grace,

and forgiveness are available to all. He
gave his only Son for all, even for those
he knew would reject him. God’s love for
the lost is beyond our comprehension.
Have you noticed that when God’s love
is spoken of in Scripture, it is always
connected to action on God’s part? God
so loved the world that he gave. But God,
because of his great love… made us alive.
In love, he predestined us for adoption to
sonship. God’s love is never without the
proof of his actions. Let us dwell in the
shadow of that love and realize that God’s
love in us is also active: giving ourselves
so that God’s love is proclaimed to all.
Roy Heggland serves the CLB as Associate for
Biblical Stewardship.

Visit the Church of the Lutheran Brethren
online: www.CLBA.org
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My Soul Restored

S

eptember 11, 2011 is a day that
has come to represent loss for
many in the United States. For
me, September 19, 1980 is forever etched
in my mind as the day that defines loss—
the moment in time when my daughter
Amanda Rae Asche was born and then
died. Indescribable joy and cruel pain
all mixed together within the span of a
few short hours. I was witnessing God’s
marvelous creation alive before my
very eyes and then seeing the forces of
sin and death destroy life. The reality of
what Eve’s rebellion and ultimately my
rebellion has wreaked on our world came
crashing in on my life.
In the months before Amanda was
4

KAY ASCHE
born, I had been attending a Bible Study,
and I had grown in my understanding of
the faith into which I had been baptized
and confirmed. As the baby’s due date
approached, I had told the ladies in the
study group that I would probably not be
attending any longer because when my
baby was born I would be very busy. I
felt I had what I needed from the Word
and could move on to the real business of
raising a family.
But now, the reality of my daughter’s
death and my inability to understand
what was happening in my life drove me
to God’s Word for answers. I searched
through my white leather Revised
Standard Bible that served as a decoration

on my coffee table, desperately seeking
an answer to the pain that threatened to
overwhelm me. I found God’s promise
to me in 1 Peter 5:10, “And after you
have suffered a little while, the God of all
grace, who has called you to his eternal
glory in Christ, will himself restore,
confirm, and establish you” (ESV). I was
amazed! God already knew that I would
suffer in this world? This pain I was
going through was not a surprise to him?
He said, “After you have suffered,” not
“IF you have suffered.”
Much later I would find out that Paul was
writing to believers facing persecution,
encouraging them to pray and trust God’s
love for them now with the assurance that
Faith & Fellowship

Jesus said, “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the
world.”
				
							John 16:33

they would find relief from persecution
one day. However, submerged in my sea
of pain, it was enough for me to know that
God was aware of what was happening
in this painful world I lived in and that
somehow he would restore me.
As time went on I learned that life
consists of peace and joy, pain and
suffering, all mixed together. It was
exemplified for me by an empty nursery
and the body of Christ surrounding me
with love and support. The pain of loss
brought me to my knees while restoring
my soul. I experienced the excruciating
pain of putting flowers on a small lonely
grave on the windswept North Dakota
prairie. Then one year later there came
indescribable wonder and joy at the birth
of another beautiful daughter to fill my
aching arms and drive a song deep into
my hurting heart.
God continued to work the mystery of
his love in me through my losses in the
days and years to come, bringing joy and
peace in the midst of pain. There was a
season when I wept over a wayward child
far from home while darkness descended,
as I stood at my kitchen window looking
at the lights of the city in the distance. I
felt the unfathomable pain of knowing
that I was powerless to protect my child
from the evil one. Then I knew the slow
dawning of the morning with victory in
song and dance as I was reminded that
Jesus Christ has triumphed over sin and
evil. I was reminded that the precious
seed of his Word, faithfully planted in the
fertile soil of a young child, would sprout
www.ffmagazine.org

and grow in its appointed time. I learned
painfully and slowly that the joy in my
heart could not be touched by sorrow as
I saw God’s promises steadily become
stronger in my child’s life, choking out
the cruel weeds of deception.
I was to experience the same pattern of
Jesus’ suffering on the cruel, cruel cross
as my crumpled relationships revealed
sin in my heart and left me desperate
and lonely. I would once again know
the reality of Jesus rising to new life on
Resurrection Day and the forgiveness of
my sins, birthing a passion in my heart
to reach those who are lost and without
a shepherd. The pain and suffering of
brokenness helped me to understand
God’s perfect plan for the redemption of
what sin has damaged in this world. My
soul has been resurrected with freedom
from the lies of sin and has found the joy
of my salvation through Jesus Christ.
Recently I attended a Women’s Retreat
at Inspiration Point Bible Camp. At the
end of the weekend, we were encouraged
to take home with us a paper leaf with a
verse printed on it from a paper tree on
the wall. I managed to pluck a verse that
promises, “In this world you will have
tribulation.” I grumbled to my friend that
I could have done better with a fortune
cookie and complained that I never get
the verse about God giving me “hope
and a future.” (Not to worry, God and my
friend understand my strange sense of
humor.) My friend pointed out that there
is more to that verse, and there is. “These
things have I spoken unto you, that in

me ye might have peace. In the world
ye shall have tribulation; but be of good
cheer, I have overcome the world” (John
16:33, KJV).
Almost 35 years have passed since
Amanda was born. The memory of the
loss I sustained that day can still stop my
world and drive me to my knees. I know
the story is not over yet. My sin and the
sin of those around me continue to cause
loss and pain. However I can say with
assurance that God has overcome this
world that I live in through the redeeming
work of Jesus Christ on the cross.
Every loss that I have experienced
since the day that Amanda died reminds
me that sin and death seek to destroy
what God has created. However, God
himself has restored my soul. He has
confirmed me on the firm foundation of
what Jesus Christ has suffered, and he has
established me by the power of his Word.
The pain of loss has not destroyed me,
but has driven me to the promises of God
and planted a joy in my heart that cannot
be touched by the evil in this world.
Kay Asche is the secretary to the president of the
Church of the Lutheran Brethren and a student
at Lutheran Brethren Seminary in Fergus Falls,
MN.

Visit the Church of the Lutheran Brethren
online: www.CLBA.org
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Where is Mike?
DOUG THORSON

A

very good friend of mine asked
me to share a story I had all but
forgotten. He remembered the
story as a window into the heart of a God
who would and will do anything to get
us back. The story is really a precursor to
my own “I was lost, but now I am found”
story.
I am now 65, but this story goes way
back to when my son Mike, who is now
35, was maybe six or seven years old.
Those of you with big families who take
cross country car trips will understand
this. If you’ve seen Chevy Chase in the
movie Vacation, then you can picture it
well.
We’re traveling all day and night on a
trip to Colorado for some Rocky Mountain
skiing. We’re driving our conversion van
with all the kids, all our stuff, all the skis,
sleeping bags, food, pillows, movies
(VHS), EVERYTHING—whether we
6
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need it or not. The only stops we make
are if we need gas or DAD has to go to
the bathroom. It’s night time, all the kids
have found a place to crawl into their
sleeping bags (pre-seat belt days).
Somewhere in the middle of Nebraska
I need gas and a bathroom break. I pull
into a truck stop and yell towards the
back of the van, “Everyone out, this is a
bathroom break.” I jump out and go in.
Of course it takes everyone else longer,
it always does. I’m back in the driver’s
seat waiting for the rest to dribble back
in. Looking in the rear-view mirror at
the pile of luggage, pillows and sleeping
bags, I yell, “Is everyone in?” I hear lots
of “yeah,” so off we go into the night.
I’m unaware that my son Mike is still
at the truck stop. Fifty miles down the
road one of the girls wakes up and asks,
“Where is Mike?” I answer, “Check
his sleeping bag.” “No, he isn’t there.”

“WHAT!!” I scream, “MIKE, wherever
you are, WAKE UP!” I pull off the road
and pull the van apart. My heart drops to
my feet. “What have I done?”
This is in the pre-cell phone days, so
I have no way to communicate with the
truck stop. All at once my distractiondriven life comes into complete focus. I
have to get back to him as fast as I can. I
start thinking of the possible outcomes of
this and I feel sick inside. A truck stop is
no place for a young child in the middle
of the night.
Needless to say, I get back to the truck
stop faster than I left. I jump from the
van, run in the front door, the clerk just
points toward the back room, I run in…
and there he is sitting on the desk talking
to two of the staff. One of the staff says,
“We figured you would come back…” I
scoop Mike up and hold him very, very
close.
Faith & Fellowship

We see the heart of our heavenly father
through the words of Jesus in Matthew
18:12-14, “If a man owns a hundred sheep,
and one of them wanders away, will he
not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and
go look for the one who wandered off?
And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he
is happier about that one sheep than about
the ninety-nine that did not wander off. In
the same way your father in heaven is not
willing that any of these little ones should
be lost.”
Now hear my story: Before I knew
Jesus, he was crucified for me. He rose
again and came looking for me. I did not
recognize him. I was too distracted by the
things of this world. I cannot fathom how
deeply this hurt my Lord.
So he waited until my life became so
broken I didn’t know which way to turn.
In Revelation 3:20, Jesus says, “Here
I am! I stand at the door and knock. If
www.ffmagazine.org

anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in and eat with him
and he with me.” When I no longer
knew which way to turn, the Word of the
Lord reached me... and it was as if Jesus
himself had scooped me up into his arms
and was holding me very, very tight!
The message of Scripture is this: We
are all lost in the truck stop distracted by
the temptations of this world, and we are
in great danger.
But Jesus stands at the door and he
knocks. Can you hear him knocking?
He is not angry, but his heart is breaking
to hold you. He is looking for you, but
not because he doesn’t know where you
are—he knows exactly where you are.
But you are not hearing his knock, so he
waits…
You can spend your life in the “Truck
Stop”—talking to your friends—or you
can hear the knock of Jesus, open the

door and experience what Paul described
in Romans 8:39. “Neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love
of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
And he will scoop you up into his
wonderful arms and hold you very, very
tight forever.
Doug Thorson is a member of Bethel Lutheran
Church in Fergus Falls, MN.
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An aerial view of Stuyvesant Town and Alphabet City, the future home of Epiphany Lutheran Church.

A ‘New’ Epiphany
ERICK SORENSEN

A

s I sit down to write this article
(aided by my third cup of
coffee; sorry for the jitters), I am
surrounded by comfort: The comfort of a
parsonage that looks great and is plenty
spacious. The comfort of a Staten Island
neighborhood that is safe, clean and fun
for my kids to run around in. The comfort
of pastoring a church I adore, that loves
and supports my family fiercely. In just
about every way, I am a comfortable
man….
And yet, after much internal wrestling,
much prayer and many conversations,
I have become convinced that God is
8

calling our family to leave this place of
comfort to begin the process of planting a
church in the middle of Manhattan—the
neighborhoods of Stuyvesant Town and
Alphabet City, to be specific. Granted,
Manhattan isn’t that far from where I’m
at now. After all Staten Island is a mere
ferry ride away. But as anybody can attest
who lives in New York City, there are
many significant differences between the
two boroughs that I don’t have time or
space to get into here.
So, what on earth (or “above earth” to
be more precise) has gotten into us? Why
is my family doing this?

Well, as I just wrote, I’m convinced it’s
what God is calling us to do. His internal
and external call have combined in such a
way that it is undeniable to me. We don’t
have an option. We must go!
But beyond the personal reasons, let
me briefly share with you some of the
practical reasons we feel we must go:
First off, if we want to reach nonChristians with the gospel (which we
desperately do), research shows there’s no
better way than to start new churches. As
C. Peter Wagner has said, “Planting new
churches is the most effective evangelistic
methodology known under heaven.” Tim
Faith & Fellowship

CLB Church Plant
Church planting is at the heart of who
we are. When our spiritual ancestors
came to this country it was in their heart
to plant churches in Asia and Africa,
and later in North America. It’s in our
DNA. It’s who we are as God’s people.
It’s who we are as the Church of the
Lutheran Brethren.

CLB

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION

Keller (whose organization, Redeemer
City to City, will begin training me for
this task in the fall) fleshes it out a bit:
Dozens of denominational studies have
confirmed that the average new church
gains most of its new members (60-80%)
from the ranks of people who are not
attending any worshiping body, while
churches over 10-15 years of age gain 8090% of new members by transfer from
other congregations. This means that the
average new congregation will bring six
to eight times more new people into the
life of the Body of Christ than an older
congregation of the same size.
Persuaded by the truth of this data and
an overwhelming burden to bring the
gospel to those outside the church, it
seems we MUST plant new churches!
But why go to the heart of the city?
Well, for starters, that’s where the most
people are! The cities have far too few
churches sharing the gospel for the number
of people moving there. According to the
United Nations Population Fund, 52%
of the world’s total population currently
live in cities. That number is expected
to increase to 60% by 2025 and to a
staggering 70% by 2050! North America
is no exception to this rule. For the first
time in over 60 years, in 2013 New York
saw more people move in than move
out! Data like this prompted Albert
Mohler, President of the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, to comment:
“If the Christian church does not learn
new modes of urban ministry, we will
find ourselves on the outside looking in.
www.ffmagazine.org

Now two visions are coming together
in one. Our North American Mission
has partnered with Fifth Act Church
Planting, a Lutheran Brethren Affiliate
Organization, to plant a church in
the neighborhood of Alphabet City
and Stuyvesant Town in the heart of
Manhattan.
Would you prayerfully consider
whether Jesus’ call to love others as

+

FIFTH ACT

he has loved you might include the
financial support of this church plant?

Paul Larson, President of the CLB
Send Support: Church of the Lutheran Brethren
PO Box 655 • Fergus Falls, MN 56537
Attn: Urban Church Plant
Or online at: www.CLBA.org/giving
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CHURCH PLANTING

The gospel of Jesus Christ must call a
new generation of committed Christians
into these teeming cities. As these new
numbers make clear, there really is no
choice.”
Indeed, there is no choice. As
uncomfortable as it is to think about
leaving what we know and love, we
simply must go.
But there’s a further reason for starting
a church in the city: it continues the
Lutheran Brethren’s long history of
global mission work. Simply put, urban
ministry is a “new frontier” in global
mission work. How so? New York has
a staggering number of immigrants,
students, and others who come to make
a better life for themselves, and then
after some time move back home.
For example, did you know there’s a
neighborhood called Jackson Heights
that is the most diverse square mile in the
world? In just this one square mile, there
are over 200 languages spoken! Indeed,
in the area we’re planting in, there are
150,000 people in one square mile! If we
can reach some of these global citizens
with the gospel, then they will bring
that gospel back to wherever they came
from. What happens in cities doesn’t stay
in cities. Culture (media, education, art,
music, finance, politics, technology, etc.)
flows out from the cities into other cities
and beyond.
Therefore, with a holy discomfort,
with much fear and trembling, and with
much sadness over leaving a church we
love, we are eagerly heading into the city

LUTHERAN CHURCH

to plant Epiphany Lutheran Church. We
are eager, because even though we love
what we have now, we love the people of
Manhattan too. We are eager because we
know, as Paul Tripp has said, “Wherever
God calls, God provides.” We are eager
because we believe that the gospel we
carry will save and transform people
hungry for hope.
So here’s where you come in: We can’t
do this without prayer. We are asking
even now, as we begin the process of
moving toward an eventual worship
service for Epiphany, that you would
commit yourself to pray for us and
the city we’ll serve. We are asking that
you would commit yourself to pray for
Epiphany’s leadership team, that they
would make wise and strategic plans for
the future of this church. We are asking
that you would consider supporting this
exciting new effort financially with any
gift, of any size. By God’s grace, through
all of us becoming just a little more
uncomfortable, may he bring the comfort
of his gospel to many!
Pastor Erick Sorensen will begin training with
City to City in September 2015 to plant a Lutheran
Brethren congregation in the neighborhood of
Alphabet City and Stuyvesant Town.

To support Epiphany Lutheran Church visit:
epiphanylutherannyc.com
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Great is the Lord
LaWAYNE ROGNESS

P

salm 145:1-3— “I will exalt you,
my God and King; I will praise
your name for ever and ever.
Every day I will praise you and extol
your name. Great is the Lord and most
worthy of praise; his greatness no one
can fathom.”
I am grateful. Grateful for the fellowship
of believers who make up the Church of
the Lutheran Brethren. Grateful that we
can depend on each other and know that
our dependence on God is our anchor.
Clearly, our stewardship appeals were
heard by our Church body. The response
for the fiscal year 2014-15 was amazing.
Once again God has demonstrated his
grace through the provision that he made
possible for us in the final month of our
2014-15 fiscal year. God is good, and
we are so thankful for the people of the
Church of the Lutheran Brethren who
responded to God’s prompting.
The April response was especially
strong in the “Where Needed Most”
(undesignated giving) category. That
enabled us to shift funds into those
individual ministries that were lagging
in their progress toward their goal. As a
result, we were able to achieve a high level
of contribution support in every ministry.
I thank you for entrusting us with this
method of funding our ministries.
Recently, I attended the Central Region
Biennial Convention. Here are a few of
my impressions:
• The testimony of Jeremy and Sallee
Stanton: I was blessed as they spoke of
the unrest in their hearts, and then the
Lord’s leading as they felt the call to
become involved in our LBIM work at
the Welcome Center in Chad, Africa.
• A conversation with a youth leader:

Support the CLB:

CLB

LIFTING OUR EYES
to our future | to our neighbor | to our world

www.CLBA.org/giving

Fiscal Year Goal
Fiscal Year TOTAL

$2,695,000
$2,649,511

98.4%

Year-END 4-30-15
She had attended a large college but had
decided to take a year off to work at her
home church. She wants to serve.
• The business session: We were
privileged to hear a report about how
our Regional Pastors are serving.
It was encouraging to hear how the
congregations want to support this
ministry that is so needed in our Regions.
• Sunday morning: President Paul Larson
spoke to us about the Church as a whole.
It is not all about numbers—not in money
or people in the pews—but about what
is in each of our hearts. Through each
individual prayer and each individual
gift, we become one. Our shared ministry
through the Church of the Lutheran
Brethren—this is what binds us together.
On a personal note, I recently stopped
by my farm, where I saw a bountiful
crop of wheat growing. I am always
ONLINE:

www.clba.org/giving

BY MAIL (U.S.):

reminded, as I look on the fields, that it
is not just wheat that will be harvested. It
is each person who needs salvation. Only
through the grace and love of God is that
possible. The harvest is plentiful.
Your faithful giving has brought the
Gospel to villages in Chad, to the Hakka
people of Taiwan, and to people in Japan.
Your giving has sent Faith & Fellowship
magazine into thousands of homes,
encouraging and resourcing Christians
who live as salt and light in their
communities. Your giving has trained
pastors and missionaries who teach the
inerrancy of Scripture and proclaim Jesus
Christ as the only road to salvation.
Thank you for sharing the love of God
through your gifts.
LaWayne Rogness serves the CLB as Director of
Finance and Personnel.
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Fergus Falls, MN 56538

BY MAIL (CANADA):

P. O . B o x 7 3 9
Birch Hills, SK S0J 0G0

Women’s Ministries
Church of the Lutheran Brethren

Aunt Esther
JoANN WOLD

S

he was a constant at the edges
of my life. I only saw her a
handful of times, yet just hearing
her name—“Aunt Esther”—without
exception brought me into listening
range.
She had just come home to stay in the
States, after two assignments of three or
four years each, in Lere, Chad, Africa. It
was summer, 1937, when she arrived in
North Dakota to settle into a home base
with her in-laws—my grandparents.
Esther and her husband Ralph had
worked in a village in Chad as the only
missionaries within miles. Or in other
words, within a week-long bicycle ride!
Yet, they had high hopes of sharing God
in that seemingly God-forsaken spot
on the globe. A year after their arrival,
however, Ralph died in Africa.
My first adventure with Aunt Esther was
a train ride from Eau Claire, Wisconsin,
to North Dakota. While on a visit with
us in our home, when no doubt she had
shared in our church, Esther sensed that
my mother—with children aged four and
two, and another on the way—could use
some relief. I was the four year old. So it
was with precious wonder that I grasped
Aunt Esther’s hand and boarded the train
with her.
My second adventure with Aunt Esther
was once again holding her hand as she
led me deep into Grandpa’s woods where
we would be hidden from the world. We
sat down as she cleared the dirt away in
order to outline the space we would need
for our project. Then we began to gather
sticks. She told me we would build a
village like in Africa where she lived
before. First we made a fence around a
big space. Next the real job began, as
together we made walls for houses, and
places for the animals—chickens, a dog,
www.ffmagazine.org

Ralph and Esther Fuglestad.

and a sheep or two. I didn’t even get tired.
She was talking to me like a grown up and
I liked that. She didn’t scold if something
I did tipped over or wasn’t right. It felt as
if everything I did was right. I liked that
too.
She was so happy as we worked and
sometimes she sang, which of course
made me happy. It felt to me like she was
at home and what we made, sitting on the
dirt, was good for her. Maybe she was
lonesome for the place where her Ralph
had lived with her for that year before he
died from Black Water Fever. And I was
helping her. Wasn’t that a real adventure?
I felt important when we left that place.
I’d been taken into a new world. Not
just Africa, but a world where I could
contribute to another in need. These are
words I know now and certainly didn’t
know then. However, the lesson was
never forgotten; even as I sit and put these
words on paper, her laughter rings in my
heart. The sound is pure gold to me.

Motivated by the love of God, and desire
to share his love, Esther, 19, and Ralph
Fuglestad, 29, Bible School classmates,
were pioneer CLB missionaries. Ralph’s
tragic death left Esther to conduct her
young husband’s funeral among their
African neighbors—a testimony of
her faith in God and his resurrection.
Her later life of ministry to women and
children blessed many people, including
her niece JoAnn.
JoAnn Wold is the daughter of longtime Lutheran
Brethren pastor and radio evangelist, Rosenius
Norheim. JoAnn and her husband Jim lived in
various countries, as part of the U.S. Foreign
Service until their retirement. Though Jim has
passed away, JoAnn runs “Volden Farm Guest
House,” a charming Bed & Breakfast, and is
active at Zion LBC, Cooperstown, North Dakota.

Visit: www.WMCLB.com
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RP Announcement
PAUL LARSON

T

wo primary components of the
Regional Pastor mission stand out
in my mind.
The first reminds me of an insurance
company’s branding campaign some
years back that explained its deflecting
nature; it called itself, “the Quiet
Company.” The first priority given our
Regional Pastors as their ministry began
in its formative stages five years ago was,
essentially, to rather “quietly” be a pastor
to our pastors. Our new constitution
gave this direction: “He shall provide
assistance in the shepherding/mentoring
of pastors.”
I can’t overstate three realities regarding
this first calling of our RP’s. 1) This is
an incredibly needed ministry for the
health and sustainability of our pastors,
their families, and the churches they
serve. 2) This is an ongoing, developing
ministry—it takes a time investment
for a shepherding relationship to be
built given the variety of personalities
among our parish and Regional Pastors.
3) If the investment and care of the RP
in his “shepherd of shepherds” mission
goes quite well, largely no one hears of
it. Stories of healthy pastors do not grab
attention as much as stories of pastors
struggling.
In this primary calling of an RP, if he is
doing his ministry well, it is very likely
you won’t hear much about it. Perhaps
I should say, “we may not hear enough
about it,” as one of our aspirations
is how we can tell the stories of RP
ministry in ways that are neither proud
nor compromising of confidentiality,
but which give glory to God and raise
the attentiveness of our whole Church
body to the importance of caring for our
pastors and their families.
This first component of RP ministry
12

Central Region Pastor Stan Olsen with his wife Cheryl.

could easily be all-encompassing, but
there is a second primary sphere of
mission our RP’s are called to, and are
actively engaged in developing. The
renewed mission construct we adopted
at our 2009 CLB convention both
streamlined the facilitating mission
of denominational leadership and
summoned the initiative and ownership
of mission at a more congregational
and regional grassroots level. It also
provided for Regional Pastors to be
catalysts in encouraging congregational
mission. This second sphere of Regional
Pastor mission is to be a liaison support
for congregational health and regional
church planting by congregations and
ministry clusters: “He will work with
individual congregations and clusters
of congregations to reach people in new
communities and will provide coaching,
resources and encouragement.”
I am greatly enthused to see this
part of Regional Pastor mission in
bloom. Our Regional Pastor ministry is
growing in both vision and activity to
provide available resources and engaged
partners with pastors and congregational
lay leaders for the advancement of
congregational health and mission. Our
Regional Pastors have a growing toolbox
of resources to assist local congregations

including a Church Health Survey. The
“Lifting Our Eyes” initiative envisions
five new CLB congregations planted
in the next five years. I cannot recall in
recent time hearing of so much stirring
in our CLB movement toward church
planting—our Regional Pastors report
at least a dozen potential situations for
daughter church, multi-site, and church
plants within our Regions.
These are opportune times in our
Church body! The Regional Pastor
ministry is an essential part of the quiet
health of our pastors, and of the active
mission of our congregations. These
servants of the Church need your prayers.
I urge your active support of them, and
invite you to better know your Regional
Pastor.
Our Pacific Region will receive the
gift of their new Regional Pastor, Rev.
Phil Heiser, beginning August 1. At the
same time, Rev. Stan Olsen is moving to
the Central Region to share his extensive
gifts and experience with our churches
there. I am glad and grateful for these
pastors and partners in mission, and
greatly encouraged for our future mission
together.
Rev. Paul Larson is President of the Church of
the Lutheran Brethren.
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Every Shepherd
Needs a Shepherd

PHIL HEISER

S

urely he had picked the wrong
person,” I thought to myself. The
year was 1999 and I had been
chosen the month prior to lead a team of
desktop computer support professionals
at Safeco Insurance. As a 29-year-old
first-time manager, I felt overwhelmed
by my responsibilities and the needs of
those under my leadership. I felt led to
enlighten my boss, Roger, that he had
made a mistake. But Roger would not
accept my premature assessment. Instead
of accepting my resignation, he doubleddown on his commitment to me as a
mentor. To this day I remain grateful for
Roger’s commitment to equip, encourage,
and lead me so that I could do the same
for those under my care.
What Roger modeled for me in the
business world carried over into my
parish ministry. In my earlier days of lay
ministry at Maple Park as both a trustee
chairman and elder, I was tempted to
worry and stress over my responsibilities
to the church. Our church chairman at the
time came alongside and reminded me of
our Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who
knows our every need before we even
have a chance to worry about it!
I was learning this valuable truth of
leadership: every shepherd needs a
shepherd. Shepherding is the leadership
image of the Bible. We typically imagine
serene images of shepherding: green
meadows, peaceful sheep, and shepherds
with seemingly little to do. The truth is
that shepherding seldom reflects this
glossy, passive portrait.
Shepherding is very hard work. In
the Middle East good pasture is hard to
find. There is far more wilderness than
meadow. Not only is water an issue, so
is providing the right food and knowing
nutritious plants from poisonous. To
make matters even harder, the sheep are
prone to wander and will notoriously eat
whatever trash they encounter. The work
of a shepherd demands vigilant oversight.
When Jesus described himself as “the
Good Shepherd” in John 10, he was
www.ffmagazine.org

Pacific Region

The Heisers (L to R): Maddie,Tim, Phil and Wendy.

speaking to an audience that understood
the grueling work of a shepherd.
Significantly, Jesus was speaking this
message of shepherding to the Pharisees,
a group that had not shepherded well.
Rather than taking the time to know, look
after, and love the sheep, the Pharisees
were only looking out for themselves.
Their failure of good shepherding had
left the sheep malnourished, lost, and
vulnerable to attack.
I am tempted to point an accusing finger
at the Pharisees, or any poor shepherd,
and not consider my own failures as
a shepherd. God’s law has shown me
time and again that I have fallen short
of his glorious shepherding. This truth
is actually a gift to me. It gives me
opportunity to confess my sin and receive
the forgiveness my soul desperately
needs. It also provides me an opportunity
to grow more as a shepherd in the image
of our Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ.
This is true not only of spiritual
shepherds, but of anyone who has been

given responsibility for the care of another.
Whether we care for children, an elderly
parent, employees, or parishioners, we
quickly realize we not only need the
model of the Good Shepherd, but also
the care of the Good Shepherd. The Good
News is that we have the Good Shepherd,
Jesus, who knows us intimately (Psalm
139), loves us unconditionally (1 John 4),
and will lead us perfectly (Psalm 37:5).
As I begin the Regional Pastor ministry,
I covet your prayers for good shepherding
over the Pacific Region. Please pray that I
may boldly share the Good Shepherd with
our pastors and churches; that they may
know they are never alone or at risk, as
long as they abide in the Good Shepherd.
The work of shepherding is hard. Loving
the sheep under our care is also the most
rewarding work we’ll ever do.
Listen for our Shepherd’s call and enter
into his perfect care and rest.
Rev. Phil Heiser serves as Regional Pastor for
the CLB’s Pacific Region.
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Introducing the Stantons
MATTHEW ROGNESS

T

he Church of the Lutheran
Brethren
and
International
Mission have called Jeremy
and Sallee Stanton, along with their
daughters, Olivia (14 years) and Abigail
(12 years), as our newest missionaries to
our Chad field. The Stanton family has
accepted this call and are now on staff
with LBIM as of June 1.
The Stantons currently live in Appleton,
Wisconsin, and are members of Hope
Lutheran Brethren Church. Jeremy and
Sallee first sensed a call to this ministry
upon reading an article on the back of
Daily Prayer Notes regarding a need for a
couple to manage our Lutheran Welcome
Center in Chad. The welcome center is
located in Ndjamena, the capital city.
In function, it is a combination guest
house/conference center. Its two primary
purposes are to provide a place for our
missionaries to find rest and renewal
after extended periods of ministry in
“the bush,” and to provide conference
center facilities and lodging for our CLB
missionary teams, LB Chad leaders and
missionaries, and sister churches and
mission organizations in Chad.
Jeremy and Sallee will serve in
management of the daily operations
of the center. This will involve taking
reservations for lodging and conferences,
managing a local staff responsible for
the general upkeep and security of the
facility, general maintenance of property
equipment and utilities, and providing
services, care and hospitality to guests
staying at the center. A priority will
be given to providing a place of rest
and renewal to LBIM missionaries.
Furthermore, the Stantons will serve as
LBIM’s administrative branch on the
Chad field. This means that they will
manage ministry budgets and finances,
14

The Stantons (L to R): Abigail, Sallee, Olivia and Jeremy.

process required documentation for our
missionaries (vehicle papers, registration
of visitors with authorities, travel
authorizations, Chad tax payments, etc.)
and provide general support to our LBIM
Chad field missionary families.
The next couple of months will be a
flurry of activity and preparation for the
Stantons. Among other things, they will
be receiving training in engaging Muslims
with the gospel, language acquisition and
cross-cultural adaptation skills. They
will also be selling their home, packing,
storing or shipping personal possessions
to Chad, saying goodbye to family
and friends and speaking at a few CLB
congregations.
In late August, the Stanton family will
travel to Albertville, France, where they
will enter into a year of intensive French
language study. French is necessary for
the Stantons because it is the language
they will use in business and government
interactions. Upon completion of this
study, they will travel to Chad. Once

there, they will receive orientation
training under the mentorship of Steve
and Stella Banks, our current center
managers.
Rejoice with us and pray with us for the
Stanton family. This step of faith that they
are taking is not without its difficulties.
They are saying goodbye to family
and friends. They are learning a new
language. They are making new friends.
They are learning to live in a new cultural
context. Everything is new. Pray that the
Lord will grant the entire family abundant
peace, patience and perseverance through
this transitional time.
Rev. Matthew Rogness serves the Church of the
Lutheran Brethren as Director of International
Mission.
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Pressing On!
DAN VENBERG

T

he Bronson family is pressing on
in their “call” and passion to bring
the gospel to the unreached people
of Chad. Danny and Mandy have sensed
this call and pursued this vocation for
years. In the summer of 2013, they left
home and traveled to France with their
three boys (Zeke, Theo and Jonah) to
begin their language learning. This was
the first step in preparing them to go to
Chad where they would proclaim and
live out the gospel among the unreached
Bilala people.
We rejoiced with them when we heard
that Mandy was pregnant. Little Samuel
was born in France in the spring of 2014.
It soon became apparent that something
was not quite right. After testing, Samuel
was diagnosed with Hirschsprung’s
disease, a congenital condition affecting
the proper function of the large intestine.
After receiving excellent care and a
surgery in France, the family returned
to the United States in order to monitor
Samuel’s development. It was especially
important to evaluate his ability to
properly digest solid food as he grew
older.
We praise God that Samuel has
responded well. God continues to lead
the Bronsons to Chad, and they are
pressing on towards that goal. The family
returned to France at the end of June,
where Mandy will continue her French
studies. If all goes according to plan, they

CHAD
Chad is a landlocked country in the
middle of Africa. Most of its 13
million inhabitants live in the southern
half of the nation. Economically and
politically, Chad is among the poorest
www.ffmagazine.org

The Bronson Family (L to R): Jonah, Danny, Samuel, Ezekiel, Mandy and Theo.

will press on to Chad at the end of this
year.
In the words of Danny and Mandy:
“Our going may seem strange to some,
but we take to heart what Jesus said in
Matthew 16:25, ‘Whoever wants to save
their life will lose it, but whoever loses
their life for me will find it.’ Pursuing
safety in this life will never end as we
want it, and so we trust in God’s wisdom
and protection as we go.”
Rejoice with us and pray with us for the
Bronson family, for their perseverance in
following this call, for their patience as
they transition once again to France, for
the health of Samuel and the entire family,
nations of the world. Ethnically it
is very diverse, with 142 identified
people groups, each with their own
distinct language and culture. LBIM
is seeking to place missionary teams
among three people groups in Chad,
specifically the Bagirmi, the Bilala and

and for their continued preparation for
what God has in store for them. And pray
for the Bilala people of Chad that many
will hear the message of Christ through
the Bronsons’ ministry; for faith comes
through hearing the gospel!
Dan Venberg serves as Mission Mobilizer and
Recruiter for Lutheran Brethren International
Mission.

LBIM
Visit International Mission at: www.LBIM.org

the Fulbe peoples. Over the next five
years, we plan to send at least three new
missionary units to Chad to continue
our work among the unreached of Chad.
Is God calling you to join this team?
Email: dvenberg@CLBA.org
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LBS Faculty and Graduates (L to R): Professor Nathan Oldenkamp, Dr. David Veum, Dr. Mark Erickson, Dr. Eugene Boe, Matthew Sonnenberg, Jordan Spina, Nick Joyal, Ryan Dittman, Brent Andrews,
Michael Hussey, Professor Brad Pribbenow, Dr. Gaylan Mathiesen and Dr. Sigurd Grindheim. Not Pictured: Tim Collins.

LBS Class of 2015
DAVID VEUM
BRENT ANDREWS
Brent’s background includes work as a public school librarian,
a middle school teacher, and a specialist in technology. He has
a Bachelor of Arts in Music and a Master of Arts in Library
Science. He is married to Kari. Brent and Kari serve as foster
parents. His daughter, Micaela, is a college junior.
Brent came to LBS from Appleton, WI where he and Kari
were members of Hope LBC. Hope provided scholarship funds
as Brent earned a Master of Divinity degree. After graduating,
he began serving LBS as Librarian and Media Specialist.

Brent says of his seminary experience, “Growing up, I had a
lot of different theological backgrounds—but they were either
all law or all gospel. Now I love them both and know that they
are both crucial to us in our daily walk. I am convinced of God’s
grace to me as a sinner and of his call upon my life. I deeply
appreciated the seminary community as we shared life together
and the safety it provided as I grappled with theology.”

TIM COLLINS
Tim has a variety of backgrounds. He has served in ministry as
a worship leader and a youth leader. He has experience working
with Native American high school students in the counseling
area. He supported his family during his schooling years by
working as a contractor. He and his wife Monica have four
children: Alexandra (18), Emily (15), Lukas (11), and Leah (9).
Tim graduated from Wadena/Deer Creek (MN) High School in
1992. In 2011, he received his Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology
from Regent University, Virginia Beach, VA. Tim has now
16

earned a Certificate in Theological Studies and plans to continue
his studies at LBS. He is open to call in a ministry of pastoral
care, possibly in a bi-vocational capacity as a roofing contractor.
Tim reflects, “I know my journey has just begun, but through
my educational development I am now more prepared to serve
Jesus Christ. I will miss the times of sharing my life with my
peers and professors as we experienced growth together. The
bond that I experienced with those at LBS is something that I
will take into my future calls and will be forever thankful for.”
Faith & Fellowship

RYAN DITTMAN
Ryan was recommended to LBS by Rev. Harold Rust, director
of the Canadian Lutheran Bible Institute. LBS President
Veum called Ryan while he was working at a Bible camp in
Saskatchewan. Ryan had just proposed to Bethany at a camp
talent show, and he was then hiding from some kids under a desk
in the camp office during a game of hide-n-seek. Ryan claims,
tongue-in-cheek, that he was convinced to come to LBS under
extreme duress!
Ryan grew up in Calgary, AB. He earned his Bachelor of

Applied Christian Studies from CLBI in 2010. In July, Ryan
began as Youth and Young Adult Pastor at Peace LBC in Calgary.
Ryan says of his experience at LBS, “The seminary building
was like a sanctuary for me. It was a place to study, a place
to get away. It felt like home. Through the program I learned
the distinctives of our theology. Because we put the Scriptures
first, I have come to strongly believe what we teach. Practically,
I also appreciated the many opportunities to preach in the
community.”

MICHAEL HUSSEY
Michael came to LBS out of a background in youth ministry,
first in the Twin Cities and later Sidney, MT. He and his wife
Gretchen are the parents of Seth (4) and Emilia (1½).
Michael graduated from Our Redeemer’s Christian High
School in Minot, ND, and earned a Certificate in Biblical
Studies from the Association of Free Lutherans Bible School
in Plymouth, MN, and a Bachelor of Science in Ministry from
Northwestern College, St. Paul, MN.
After Mike’s first two years at LBS, Sidney LBC called him

to be their pastor. Mike accepted, and completed his Master of
Divinity degree through the LBS distance program.
Mike writes, “I really appreciated a book that I read in my first
semester of seminary, A Little Exercise for Young Theologians by
Helmut Thielicke. At first I didn’t like it. The author was saying,
‘You are not as special, smart, or well-educated as you believe.
You need to realize you have a lot to learn.’ Though I didn’t think
so at the time, Thielicke was right. I had a lot to learn. I have not
yet arrived; I simply rest on the promises of God.”

NICK JOYAL
Prior to coming to LBS, Nick worked as a carpenter framing
houses. Nick graduated from Aden Bowman Collegiate Institute
in Saskatoon, SK. He later earned a Bachelor of Applied
Christian Studies from Canadian Lutheran Bible Institute.
One of the leaders of his church, Art Hundeby of Rock of
Ages LBC in Saskatoon, took note of Nick’s gifts and began
mentoring him. Art and his wife Connie were influential in
encouraging Nick to go to Bible School. The president of that
school—once again Harold Rust—recommended Nick to LBS.

Nick says that he came to LBS needing to learn about God’s
grace: “During my seminary years I have grown up. The
experience has broken me down. I have learned to live by grace
in the gospel. I know that I am not prepared for everything that
will come my way, but I am prepared with a foundation in the
gospel to figure out how to respond.”
Nick married fiancé Demara Wig on June 13, and in July he
begins serving as pastor of Living Hope Lutheran Brethren in
Beaumont, Alberta.

MATTHEW SONNENBERG
Matt grew up in southern Alberta, graduated from Kate Andrew’s
High School in Coaldale, AB, then earned his Diploma in
Geomatics Engineering Technology.
He began to study at Lutheran Theological Seminary in
Saskatoon, SK. After completing most of his degree, Matt
received a short-term call from Sidney LBC and completed
his program on-line. He and his wife, Rachel, will move
to Edmonton, Alberta where he will serve as pastor of St.
Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Matthew writes, “I especially appreciated the overall
community of LBS. The professors would join the students in
the commons area and discuss various topics stemming from
a class or lecture. They weren’t there just to teach, but to ask
questions and listen. The student body was small enough to get
to know everyone, yet large enough to have a wide range of
differing opinions and voices. I feel like it is a gem of our church
body and look forward to seeing the closer relationship with the
synod offices as they now share a building.”

JORDAN SPINA
Jordan graduated from Memorial High School, Eau Claire WI,
and earned a Bachelor of Science in Secondary Education from
the University of Wisconsin–Eau Claire. He went on to earn
the Master of Theological Studies degree from LBS in 2009. In
between, he worked in the housing and resident life departments
at universities in California and in Wisconsin.
Jordan says of LBS, “I especially appreciated the availability
of my professors and classmates. Professors not only teach, they
acts as mentors and confidants. They teach lessons with their
www.ffmagazine.org

lives, their theology, and their personal stories. The same is true
of the men and women I have gone to class with. At LBS issues of
theology are worked out, and hard questions are made personal.
Through it all we are formed more into God’s image and the
likeness of his Son.”
This fall, Jordan will pursue a Ph.D in Theology and World
History at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO. Eventually, he
would like to teach on a university campus and engage students
with the reality of the Christian message.
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The Sermon on the Amount
DAVID VEUM

M

y boyhood pastor and later
my father-in-law, Rev. Edwin
Overland, grew into adulthood
during the worst years of the Great
Depression. That did not deter him from
following God’s call. He set about raising
pigs to fund his seminary education.
When they were sold, his enterprise
grossed a whopping $17. He headed for
Lutheran Brethren Seminary in Fergus
Falls, Minnesota anyway. During that
year his mother sent him a letter that
included a single dollar bill. It was the
last dollar they had in the house.
There are many such stories of
hardships in preparing for ministry and
many stories of God’s amazing provisions
for our seminary students. They need
our encouragement and support. While
trusting the Lord to provide for one’s
needs is part of the preparation, LBS helps
students by keeping tuition relatively
low and CLB churches help students by
supplementing tuition costs.
Many congregations have the foresight
to establish scholarship funds that can be
used when God calls a student from their
church to enroll in LBS. Other churches
put it in their budget. Some students find
their entire tuition covered by their home
or sending congregation. All students
benefit from the endowments which have
been given to the seminary over the years.
But tuition is not the only cost. After
financial aid, the typical student pays
in tuition just 20% of what it costs for
LBS to provide a seminary education.
We then trust our financial partners to
provide $75,000 per student for three
years to complete the task. If the typical
graduate serves for 25 years, this means
that someone is donating $3,000 annually
for the cost of preparing your next pastor.
There are a couple of reasons why it
18

Professor Brad Pribbenow teaching class at LBS.

costs this much. First, the addition of
distance education has added $25,000
to the outlay each year of delivering our
program. Second, accreditation adds
$40,000 annually to expenses. These
dollars cover much of the investment
of ensuring that we are effective in our
work.
This is money well spent. Students
have enrolled at LBS just because we
are accredited. Currently 14 of our 35
students are preparing for ministry via
distance. Several congregations have
pastors right now because seminarians
have been able to leave Fergus Falls
after their second year and begin serving
a church while completing their degree
through the distance program.
Without a doubt we want to do all we
can to alleviate the extreme hardship
some students experience. You can give
scholarship dollars to help. But we also

depend on financial partners for significant
income to fund the remainder of the cost.
Thank you for your partnership in this
task and your prayerful consideration of
this vision.
Dr. David Veum is President of Lutheran
Brethren Seminary in Fergus Falls, MN.

Visit LBS online at: www.LBS.edu
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Natale Ordained
The Szobodys (L to R): Nathanael, Selma, Carrie, Adelynn and Cyril.

(L to R): Pastor Bruce Hillman, Regional Pastor Warren Geraghty, Elder Earl
Sandin, Rev. Michael Natale, Elders Ken Baker, Bruce Carlson and Dana
Eckland. Not pictured: Ralph Pettigrew.

On June 7, 2015, Rev. Michael Natale was ordained at
Faith Chapel Lutheran Brethren Church in Cranston,
RI. Regional Pastor Warren Geraghty officiated the
service.

Solberg Installed

One night we were settling down to sleep, enjoying the night breeze
which offered relief from the long hot day, when Carrie and I heard
the familiar greeting “Salam alekoum” right outside of our door. Two
women had come to speak with us, robed in black, their head veils
pulled down low over their faces. I had never met them.
I sat down with them on a mat under the stars and waited for them
to speak. The older of the two explained in a shaky voice, that a
young girl had been sent by her parents to live with her for several
months. Now the girl was pregnant, and showing. The woman could
not possibly bear the shame of sending her back to her parents in that
state. She wanted to know: did I have a pill that could take care of that?
I tried as best I could in my limited Arabic to explain God’s love for
this young girl and her child.
Three days later, we lost our fourth child to a miscarriage. As we
walk through our grief, I cannot help but reflect on the irony of these
two unborn children. The one, growing strong in his mother’s womb,
but unwanted. The other, wanted and loved, but taken. I pray every day
that the elderly woman, veiled in black and scared to death, was able
to receive the word of God’s love. Perhaps someday we will meet the
young girl’s child, and love him.
Nathanael Szobody and his wife Carrie serve with Lutheran Brethren International
Mission as missionaries to the Bagirmi people of Chad.

Rev. Baderman Called Home
(L to R) Elder Bill Buck, Rev. Dr. Jim Jensen, Rev. Gregory Solberg, Regional
Pastor Stan Olsen.

On March 29, 2015, Gregory Solberg was installed
as Associate Pastor of Community Church of Joy
in Sammamish, WA. Regional Pastor Stan Olsen
officiated.

Rev. Alfred C. Baderman passed away on May 7, 2015. Al was born
July 25, 1927 in Henderson Harbor, NY. He was a graduate of Lutheran
Brethren Seminary and served as a pastor in WI, MN, ND, Canada and
AZ. In recent years, he was the Chaplain of the Mesa Christian Care
Center and the Lost Dutchman RV Park in Apache Junction. Alfred
had a passion for Christ and spent his life serving others.
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he old man was speaking Nynorsk. As a relative
translated for us, this Norwegian Christian man
described something that had happened decades ago in
his small village. He told of a former prest (pastor) of the local
congregation, a man for whom he had great respect. This prest
felt a growing concern about the issue of abortion, and about
his church denomination’s acceptance of abortion. The prest
saw it as a moral issue. Abortion was biblically wrong. His
sermons conveyed that to his congregation.
Eventually, based on this issue, he felt conflicted about
drawing his salary from that denomination—so he refused to
accept his paychecks. Of course, it wasn’t long before the prest
could not afford to continue serving his congregation, and he
resigned.
At this point, the man speaking Nynorsk became more
intense. His voice choked with emotion. He had agreed with
his prest from the start. Many others in the congregation and in
their small community on the fjord also thought the prest was
right. “But,” said the man, now speaking with strong regret
about those past events, “no one acted. No one spoke up. No
one showed solidarity with the prest. No one protested to the
denomination on behalf of the prest. No one stepped forward
to support him financially.” This elderly man was still grieving
over all the “what-ifs” of the past. Perhaps, if someone had
taken action, there could have been a different ending to the
story.
The former prest, now quite old himself, still lives somewhere
in the area, carrying on his own small para-church ministry in an
effort to counteract abortion. Some of his former parishioners
receive his newsletter and donate a small amount of monthly
support. But it’s a quiet support. The old prest is viewed as an
oddity in the community. His cause is not popular. His friends
cannot undo the past.
As followers of Christ, we are also called to proclaim a lifeand-death cause that is not popular socially—one that can lead
us into moral conflicts and unpopular positions or choices
because of our strong convictions. This cause calls us to action,
perhaps to go to places we would otherwise avoid.
Our cause is proclaiming Jesus Christ, and him crucified. This
one cause presents many possible callings to us individually. It
may lead us to the streets of Manhattan or to the dry plains of
sub-Saharan Africa. It may lead to relationship challenges or
personal suffering right where we live now.
Consider the old man’s lament: Following your personal
calling from your Savior requires action. Often some very
difficult action. May we never have to live with our own regrets
over the actions we did not take.
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