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L.E.A.D…. Love (Part 1)
“We love because he first loved us.” - 1 John 4:19
Before I married Wendy, I thought was a pretty good guy. About
five minutes after our wedding I discovered what a sinner I am!
Over the course of the next five years we had two children and I
discover what a wretched sinner I am. For the past 23 years we have
been learning (and re-learning) a Christian lifestyle of repentance and
forgiveness as we have sought to live out our vocational callings as husbands, wives, parents and children.
What is at the heart of this sin-struggle in family (and all) relationships? Love. Love of self vs. Love of
neighbor. As a sinner, my default action is to love myself to the point of self-idolatry. But all idols require
sacrifices, which ultimately leads to death. When we love only ourselves we kill those around us with our
words and the withdrawal of our love.
This is what Jesus Christ experienced on the cross to the ultimate degree. Not only did our Lord and Savior
experience the wrath of sinners through words and actions, but even worse: the momentary withdrawal of
fellowship with God the Father. “My God, My God why you have forsaken me?” (Matt 24:46).
Jesus endured death on the cross because of His immeasurable love for you and me. Out of Jesus’ death and
resurrection we too can love. When John tells us “we love because he first love us” it is not Law (“Go love people
because God loves you!”), but rather, a Gospel promise, there is simply no other response than to love our neighbor!
In the Pacific Region of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren we seek to build our lives and ministry on four
foundational biblical callings. The first is LOVE. We seek to grow in love for God and love for our
neighbor in everything we do as a family of churches.
The reality is, because of the battle between our old and new natures, we all struggle daily in sin. We will fail
to love our neighbor because of what we have done and by what we have failed to do. This reveals itself in
CONFLICT. Fundamentally, conflict is a breakdown in love. Conflict exists when my interests stand in
opposition to my neighbor’s interests. While it is easy to seek the speck of conflict in my neighbor’s eye we
often miss the log of conflict that is in our own eye. (Matt. 7:3-5)
Our regional budget in the Pacific Region is informed by our mission. Our mission to love God and love
our neighbor is being nurtured by cultivating lifestyles of reconciliation in our churches and communities.
We are seeking to grow loving relationships by discipling our congregations in reconciliation. The Church of
the Lutheran Brethren (CLB) is partnering with Ambassadors of Reconciliation to equip individuals within
our churches to provide training, coaching, and mediation services to anyone who struggles in various
conflicts, so that we may demonstrate the love of God to our world! As you and your congregation support
the Pacific Region in your prayers and financial support you are equipping the Pacific Region to spread a
Gospel-centered love through lifestyles of reconciliation. I welcome your questions, prayers, and partnership!
With a Grateful Heart,
Phil Heiser
Pacific Regional Pastor
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Praise & Prayer Requests from around the Pacific Region…
• Pastor Greg and Barb Pietz (Eugene, OR) as he leads a team of 38 people on a tour of Israel, Palestine,
and Jordan over these next two weeks. The team returns May 13.

• Arnold and Jill Kraakmo, who lost their 30-year son, Andrew, after a long battle with cancer. We praise
God for Andrew’s life and testimony of Jesus Christ!

• For the Lord’s provision of a new Pacific North Women’s Ministry President. We give thanks to the
Lord for Sue Olson’s long and faithful service and pray God would raise up another to serve!

• PNW Bible Camp board, as they make final preparations for our upcoming family Bible Camp at Warm
Beach this June 26-July 1. Pray also for Jeff Sandnes as he shares God’s Word with us each evening at
camp, Daniel Stenberg as he speaks to the 7-12th grade students, and Warren Hall as he shares with the
4-6th grade students.

• Rt. Pastor Curt & Kathy Atneosen (Ferndale,WA) both suffering from serious medical conditions.
Curt is battling bone cancer and Kathy is dealing with a heart condition. You can follow and share your
love and support on their Caring Bridge page at: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/curtisatneosen

• Pacific RP Phil & Wendy Heiser as they prepare to move this summer from Everett, WA to Phoenix,
AZ.

• Reconciliation Ministry - praise for a fantastic training event and conference earlier this month in St.
Louis hosted by Ambassadors of Reconciliation. Pray for our upcoming Group Reconciliation Assistance
training in Fergus Falls this June 13-15. RP Phil & Eastern RP Warren will also receive Group
Reconciliation leadership training on Saturday, June 16.

Upcoming Events….
• CLB 2018 Biennial National Convention June 9-12, 2018 in Fergus Falls, MN. More
information and delegate registration at: http://
www.clba.org/bc18/

- At our convention, we will have another
“Jubilee” picnic at DeLagoon Park in Fergus
Falls. Part of our fun will be a softball tournament. If you would enjoy playing, please email Beau
Sibuma (besibuma@hotmail.com) or Jordan Spina (jordan@therocklbc.org). Let us know your t-shirt
size and if you would like a hat. Suggested donation is $20 which can be given at the Jubilee.

• PNW Family Bible Camp - REGISTRATION IS OPEN!! - June 26 - July 1 Warm Beach Bible Camp, Stanwood, WA. Jeff Taylor Sandnes, evening speaker.
www.biblecamprocks.com

• 2019 Pacific Regional Biennial Convention - May 31 - June 2, 2019
at Peace Lutheran Brethren Church in Olympia, WA

