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The Gift of the Law
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets;
I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” - Jesus from Matthew 5:17
I have been reading through the Bible this year. In my
opinion, I’m in one of the toughest sections to read. No, it’s
not one of the long genealogies, although those can seem
dry if we don’t reflect on the legacy of faith exemplified in
those genealogies. I’m in Leviticus, specifically reading
God’s presentation of the entire Law as proclaimed through
Moses. Tough stuff.
Reading through the Law again has reminded me of the old
truth, “there’s no new evil under the sun.” If your heart is breaking today over our increasingly postChristian worldview that is encroaching ever more upon us, just read Leviticus 18. It’s in reading the
Law that we are reminded of the consequence of all sin: that is, death. The Law is harsh in it’s
absolutes; but it is also gift in how it clearly defines holiness, both to the Nation of Israel then and
for all of us today.
It is in this season of Lent that we are encouraged to pause and reflect more deliberately on our sin
and desperate need for an Atoning Sacrifice. We rejoice that the Atoning Sacrifice for our sins is
Jesus Christ. He is the one who now intercedes on our behalf before God the Father while we
wrestle daily between our old sin-nature and our new nature given to us through Jesus Christ.
This Lent, as we contemplate the gifts of God’s Law and God’s Gospel, may we also consider our
neighbor, who apart from receiving these good gifts is utterly lost. May we have the profound joy of
introducing our neighbor to their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. He is the enteral salve to our broken
world!
With a Grateful Heart,
Phil Heiser
Pacific Regional Pastor

Upcoming Events & Prayer Requests from around the Pacific…
Pray for Erick Sorensen as he prepares to speak at our L.E.A.D.
Retreat on the theme, “Becoming a Church for Others.” this coming
weekend: March 2-4 at Cannon Beach Christian Conference Center.
Joshua Lowe will be leading us in worship. There is still time to register!
Join us - registe at: http://www.leadretreat.org
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Praise & Prayer for Rev. Adam (Katie) Jensen, who recently
accepted the call as Senior Pastor to Maple Park Church. Adam’s
ministry at Maple Park will begin March 15. (Photo right).
Praise & Prayer for Rev. Greg (Barbara)
Pietz, who has accepted the call to serve
Immanuel Lutheran Church (Eugene, OR)
as their Shepherd-Teacher in the office of
Pastor. Pastor Greg’s ministry will begin April 1.
Estate Planning Seminar - 12:30pm Sunday, April 22
at Rock of Ages in Seattle. Pizza lunch will be served.
This seminar is for all adults. Mr. Roy Heggland, CLB
Associate for Biblical Stewardship will be speaking on the
value of an Estate Plan (no matter your age!) and how you
can love your family by having your affairs in order before
your passing. Please RSVP at: office@therocklbc.org or
https://www.facebook.com/events/266869900515515/
Reconciliation Ministry Update - Two exciting announcements:
RP Phil will be attending the annual Ambassadors of Reconciliation
conference in St. Louis, MO from April 9-14. He will also be taking a class
on “Teaching a Reconciliation Seminar” and would love to share this
teaching and resources with your church! Please contact Pastor Phil to
schedule a reconciliation seminar for this summer or fall.
RP Phil and several others from the Pacific Region and the CLB (up to 10 people and counting!)
will be attending a 3-day training class on “Group Reconciliation Assistance” in Fergus
Falls, June 13-15 (following CLB convention). This is another huge step forward in the
establishment of a CLB Reconciliation Ministry. Please pray as these important events draw
closer! If you would like to give toward the tuition fees ($499/student) of our CLB attendees please
contact Pastor Phil.

Looking Ahead…
Theological Council (March 13-14) and Council of Directors (March 15-16) - pray for your
Pacific Region representatives: Rev. Luther Stenberg, Marcus Goodman, Warren Hall, and RP Phil
Heiser - over their travel & meetings together with other CLB leaders in Fergus Falls.
CLB 2018 Biennial National Convention - coming soon - June 9-12, 2018 at Bethel LBC in
Fergus Falls, MN. More information available at: http://www.clba.org/bc18/
Pacific Region 2019 Biennial Convention - save the dates of May 31 - June 2, 2019 at Peace
LBC in Olympia, WA for our 2019 convention!

