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Church Revitalization
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth. - words of Jesus from Acts 1:8
“Church Revitalization” - it’s being discussed a lot today and for good reason! The dictionary
definition of ‘revitalize’ is to “inspire or permeate something with new life and vitality.” The word is often
used when we feel something has declined to a point that it needs to become ‘vital’ again. The truth
is all of us are in daily need of revitalizing through the work of God’s Law & Gospel in our lives.
Sometimes out of concern for our own spiritual vitality or the vitality of our church we can ask
questions that more self-preserving than self-sacrificing. As Jesus was about to ascend into heaven,
his fear-filled disciples were still defaulting to “self-preservation” questions. “Lord, will you at this time
restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6) What was Jesus’ answer? In essence it was, ‘Don’t worry yourself
about things only God the Father can control. Instead, be about My mission to the world and become My witness
to those right around you, in your community and to everyone in the world.’ (Phil’s paraphrase!)
What can self-preservation questions look like in the church today?: “How can our church survive?”
“How can we get our giving to increase?” “How can keep our programs staffed for the coming year?”
None of those are bad questions, but they can create the unintended affect of causing us to look only
inside the church instead of looking outside to the mission field that Jesus has called us to.
To see revitalization come to you and your church consider asking these questions: Who is my
neighbor? (next-door neighbors, co-workers, civic members, etc) What is my witness to my neighbor
through my words and deeds? How can I (our church) put to work all my (our) skills, talents and
earthy resources in loving and proclaiming Christ to our neighbors?
I love seeing churches in our region living out Acts 1:8 in
their community! One recent example is at Cornerstone
Community Church in Ferndale, WA. Organized by Love
INC, Cornerstone joined in a partnership with other
churches to build a ramp for a single mother whose daughter
struggles with cerebral
palsy. How did they pay
for the supplies? Cornerstone provided a community hymn
sing that also served as a fundraiser providing over $1000 in
building materials.
Let’s share our inspirations and ideas with one another as we
seek to proclaim Christ to our neighbors and watch how He
works revitalization in our hearts and congregations!
With a Grateful Heart, Phil Heiser, Pacific Regional Pastor.
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Prayer and Praises around the Pacific Region…
Praise for the provision of a pastor at Good Shepherd Ministries
in Buda, Texas. Pastor George (Jacqui) Schweitzer has
accepted the call beginning sometime in late September. Please pray
for George and Jacqui as they begin the process of moving, house
shopping and for the Lord to provide a teaching position for Jacqui.
Pray also that the congregation would be united on their common
goal of reaching the growing community with the Good News of
eternal life through Jesus, and that God would be glorified through all that is done in His name.
Praise for a wonderful week of teaching, fun, and fellowship at YC17 in Estes Park, Colorado.
Over 550 youth and leaders joined together for an memorable time around God’s Word.
Prayer for Pastor Jim Jensen (CCOJ, Sammamish) as he continues to recuperate from knee
replacement surgery and anticipates his retirement from CCOJ, effective August 31. Pray for the
Jensens and CCOJ as they enter this season of transition.
Pray for Rock of Ages LBC in Seattle during a time of pastoral transition.
Pray for Immanuel Lutheran in Eugene also in a season of pastoral transition. Pray for those
pastors and elders who will be travel to Eugene to provide pulpit supply over the rest of the
summer and fall season. Pray for the Lord to provide their next pastor to continue the renewal
work in Eugene.
Pray for Isaiah & Kaitlin Bai in Eugene, OR. Isaiah serves as a pastoral intern at Immanuel and
is enrolled at LBS through their distance learning program. Isaiah’s father died a week ago from a
heart attack in his home of Shanghai, China. Isaiah and Kaitlin are also expecting their first child
to be born next month. Pray for the Lord’s strength, provision and peace in this time of heartache
and anticipated joy.
Prayer for Maple Park Church (Lynnwood, WA) as they form their senior pastoral call
committee and begin their search for their next long-term shepherd. Pray for Transitional Pastor
Greg (& Barbara) Pietz as they await the Lord’s next call on them later this fall/winter.

Upcoming Events…
Pacific North Women’s Retreat - October 6-8 - Lakeside Bible Camp, Whidbey Island. Speaker:
Alyssa McIvor. Information & Registration at: https://www.maplepark.church/2017womensretreat/
PNW Men’s Retreat - Nov. 3-4 - Black Lake Bible Camp, Olympia. Speaker: LBIM’s Dan Venberg.

Blog - I’ve started a weekly blog in order
to share more thoughts, resources, and
encouragement throughout the Pacific
Region. www.philheiser.com

