January 2017

Resolve, Release, Reform
The next day Moses sat to judge the people, and the people stood around Moses from morning till evening.
When Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he was doing for the people, he said, “What is this that you are
doing for the people? Why do you sit alone, and all the people stand around you from morning till
evening?” And Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because the people come to me to inquire of God; when
they have a dispute, they come to me and I decide between one person and another, and I make them know
the statutes of God and his laws.” Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “What you are doing is not good. You
and the people with you will certainly wear yourselves out, for the thing is too heavy for you. You are not
able to do it alone.” - Exodus 18:13-18
Resolutions. This word surfaces every January, often evoking
strong opinions. Sadly, I believe the word has lost it’s true
meaning and potential. Resolutions have become too often mere
‘wishes’ - something we desire to be different but lack the plan
and resolve to bring about real change. If that is the extent of
resolutions, then it would be better not to make them at all.
However, when a resolution is shaped by a realistic plan, action
and accountability, then resolutions can help put our lives back
on healthier trajectory. It is then that we can bring greater honor
and glory to the Lord in how we steward our time, talent and
treasures for Him. These are healthy resolutions.
In Exodus 18, Moses had come to point in his life that he needed
a healthy resolution. It took the love and wisdom of his father-inlaw, Jethro, to help him recognize it. Moses had taken on too
much - more than was healthy or necessary. Moses was not only
worn out, but he was also denying God’s people the best care and
opportunity for them use their God-given abilities!

RP Phil & Wendy’s visit to Greater Grace in
Portland last month. We were able to celebrate
the Advent of Christ with the church family at
their annual Christmas party on Saturday then

Moses had to resolve to do less for the sake of His calling and the future of the nation of Israel. It required
that he release many of the simple tasks of judgement that could be done by others. By God’s grace, it led to
tangible reform: Moses led from a healthy place, while other gifted shepherds cared for the sheep of Israel.
Resolve. Release. Reform. These are the words that I ask us to ponder this year. Personally, I am tired
physically and mentally. I have resolved to seek the Lord’s care and rest in more intentional ways, which
means I must release more of my simple tasks to others who are willing and able. By God’s grace, He will
reform my heart and mind to seek after Him before all else. May we pray for one another as we seek wisdom
in what needs resolve, release and reform.
With a Grateful Heart,
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Prayers and Praises from around the Pacific Region…

- Our L.E.A.D. Retreat in Cannon Beach, OR this March 3-5. Pray for Mr. Ted Kober as he prepares to
lead us in a seminar on biblical reconciliation, “Blessed are the Peacemakers.” More information,
schedule and registration at www.leadretreat.weebly.com

- For the pastoral ordination candidates from the Pacific Region, Pr. Seth Leivestad (Fullerton) and
Pr. Jordan Spina (Seattle), and Pr. Clayton Robison (originally from Ferndale, WA now serving in
Borup, MN) as they travel and attend the Pastoral Candidate Retreat in Fergus Falls later this month.

- For the many churches in the Pacific Region that will be establishing their ministry plans and budgets for
the upcoming year at their annual meetings this month.

- Continued healing and strength for Amy Price (brain tumor surgery) and Loyal Clarke (heart attack).
- Good Shepherd Ministries (Buda, TX) and Victoria Community Church (Fontana, CA) as they
seek the Lord and pray His leading in their pastoral searches; pray also for Greater Grace (Portland,
OR) seeking a part-time associate pastor; and for Peace Lutheran Brethren (Olympia, WA), seeking a
youth ministry leader.

Upcoming Events - SAVE THESE DATES…

- Pacific North Women’s Gathering - “New Every Morning” - A Midwinter Tea - ladies of the PNW join
together for a time of tea, friendship and encouragement from speaker Trisha Ericson at Community
Church of Joy (Sammamish) - Saturday, Jan. 21, 2:00pm-4:30pm. RSVP to secretary@ccoj.org

- L.E.A.D. Retreat - Cannon Beach Christian Conference Center - March 3-5
Register now at: www.leadretreat.weebly.com 25% discount for first-time attendees!

- Pacific Region Biennial Convention - Living Word Church - March 24-26
PLEASE PRE-REGISTER NOW at: www.2017PRConvention.org!

- PR-South Women’s Retreat - “Sweet Cafe” - Calvary Chapel @ Murrieta Hot Springs, CA, Mar 31-Apr 2.
- YC17 - July 26-30 / YMCA of the Rockies. Super Early Bird Discount ends January 26. www.yc17.org.
Regional Pastor Phil’s major whereabouts this January…
•

January 8 - Maple Park Church (Lynnwood, WA)

•

January 13 - Pacific North Regional Executive Board Meeting at Hope Church, Everett

•

January 14 - Bible Camp Board Meeting at Warm Beach Bible Camp

•

January 15 - Cornerstone Community Church (Ferndale, WA)

•

January 22-27 - J-Term and Pastoral Candidate Retreat in Fergus Falls

•

January 29 - Community Church of Joy (Sammamish, WA)

Staying In Touch with Regional Pastor Phil…
425-318-2528 (phone or text) - pheiser@clba.org (email) - lbpacific.org (website & Facebook, twitter)

