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Ready to Move Forward in Boldness

“After being away for six months,” says IPHC missionary Greg McClerkin,
“it was a huge blessing to find the compound in good shape. The school,
church, and clinic were all running well, praise the Lord! I was especially
impressed by how the boys in our mentorship program were handling their
duties during my absence. I personally thank the Lord for what He has done
in my life over the past few months. He’s given me an even greater boldness
and a voice to proclaim His Word. I find myself more eager than ever to share
the Good News with the people here.”

Getting The Family Settled in Kenya!

Greg reports that just after arriving in Kenya, the Lord led them to the perfect apartment for Latoya and the kids. Thankfully, they found it soon enough
that he was able to help them settle in before heading on to South Sudan.
Ethan returned to his old school and is having a great time catching up with
his friends in Eldoret. And, praise God, Colton is handling all the transitions
surprisingly well so far. As for Latoya, the Lord granted her heart’s desire by
making it possible for her to return to her teaching position at the special
needs school in Kenya. Seasons of separation are one of the many sacrifices
the McClerkins are willing to make in order to allow Greg to minister among
the Toposa people in South Sudan.

Hearts
of
Gratitude

The McClerkins would like to express their gratitude
to all the pastors, congregations, and friends who made
their recent furlough such a great success. It was a time
to reconnect with supporters, forge new friendships,
and rest some, even with the birth of their new son.
The top left picture was one of the last church visits to
Bethel Life Church in Greenville, Pennsylvania. Bethel
Life is a regular supporter of Hope4Sudan. Pastors Kent
and Denise Bell represent a great group of pastors who
opened their churches to the McClerkins.
So many of the churches the McClerkins visited
responded to the needs of South Sudan through faith
commitments to the support account of the McClerkins,
as well as to various ongoing projects and ministries in
that country (like the pictures of the toothbrushes sent
previously from the PH Church in Caldwell, West Virginia). Thank you to everyone who encouraged them,
to those who gave to projects and support, and to those
who committed to pray for them! It takes these partnerships to keep the ministry moving forward!

South Sudan Facts

South Sudan is slightly smaller than the state of Texas, with an estimated
population of 12.8 million (comparable to Pennsylvania). It remains the
youngest nation in our world since gaining its independence from Sudan in
July 2011. Renewed conflict in December 2013 led to what the UN has called
“one of the world’s worst humanitarian crises.”
With more than 60 major ethnic groups, South Sudan is recognized as one
of the most ethnically and culturally diverse countries on the continent of
Africa. Estimates of the Toposa tribesmen (to whom H4S ministers) vary
widely. They are traditionally livestock herders. Wealth is measured in terms
of how many cattle you own…and whether or not you have a loaded gun. The
Toposa people are strong (in every sense of the word), innovative, and usually
have a wonderful sense of humor.
Patients wait to be seen as the clinic
offers hope to the village people through
ongoing Hope4Sudan clinics!

Working with patients at the recent H4S
Clinic in Kapoeta, South Sudan.

Ready to Plant

The crops in this region were very poor last year due to the lack of rain.
Small harvests resulted in widespread hunger and sickness which are still
plaguing the area. Pray with us for good rains this year so that crops can
flourish. As we strive to provide nourishment for our school children, we also
know we must take steps to provide nourishment for the souls of the surrounding village people. We are making preparations to plant two churches
this year, but we need pastors and leaders who have sincere faith in God and
genuine love for His flock. The people are there and ready, but, as the Scripture says, “the harvest is plentiful but the workers are few” (Matt. 9:37). Pray
for God to raise up able men from the region to assist in this work.

Did You Say Ostrich?

The Hope4Sudan compound is pleased to welcome two new and unusual
2-legged residents. They joined the chickens on the compound which have
provided food from time to time for guests and interns. Two baby ostriches
are now part of the “ministry team.” Stay tuned for their developing story.

Prayer Requests

Waiting outside the Lauren Health Care
Clinic in Kapoeta, South Sudan.

H4S Compound’s
2-Legged Friends

• Please continue to lift the McClerkin family up in prayer for God to
strengthen them as they navigate the unique challenges they face as they
are separated for a season. Latoya and the boys are settled in Eldoret,
Kenya, and Greg has returned to South Sudan with their only vehicle.
That means Latoya really needs a vehicle. She’s been walking and catching
taxis everywhere she goes with the kids. It would be much easier on her
and safer if there was a vehicle she could use with a carseat installed. Help
them pray that God will supply this need since it was not factored into
their estimated needs before leaving the United States.
• Pray for the overall H4S ministry to reflect Christ’s heart and God’s priorities. At the heart of its missions is for it to grow for the good of others and
for the glory of God.
• The new academic year at H4SS Primary School is well under way. The
return of all the school faculty members from last year was a great blessing. Continue to pray for the students that God will guide their studies
and strengthen their walk with Him.
• Sixteen girls and eight boys, all Hope4Sudan graduates, are being sponsored for secondary school (high school) by generous donors this year.
Four boys are continuing their studies in Eldoret, Kenya, while the rest
will travel to schools in Juba (South Sudan), Narus (South Sudan), Lodwar
(Kenya), and Kampala (Uganda). Thank you to the many people who are
making it possible for these young people to further their education!

