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Meditation for Lenten Evening Prayer—Week III 
The Man of Rock 

 
 
 
We have reached the mid-point of our Lenten journey— 
following Jesus by walking alongside  
Simon called Peter,  
a man who was not only Jesus’ disciple 
but also one of Jesus’ closest friends. 
 
Tonight we come to a pivotal moment, not only in  
Simon’s journey as a disciple but also 
of all Jesus’ disciples and in Jesus’ own ministry. 
Since last week’s story of Peter’s overboard 
experience with Jesus on the lake, 
several months have passed by. 
The disciples have been following Jesus everywhere,  
but it was becoming increasingly difficult to understand where he was exactly leading 
them. 
The enthusiasm of the crowds was not diminishing, 
but the hostility of their religious leaders was growing. 
And Jesus was doing nothing to win them 
over or win their favor. 
According to the Torah, Jesus was spending time with impure people. 
His miracles violated the Sabbath— 
and this disturbed everyone— 
Still, it was fairly clear that he was doing good. 
Yet, the Law is the law and everyone found themselves asking themselves which was 
more of God: 
The Law or the miracles? 
On top of all this, Jesus was very kind to everyone, including some Romans and tax 
collectors, 
but he was very harsh with the Pharisees and Sadducees (those religious scholars and 
professionals). 
This made many of the ordinary people happy  
because they had had enough  
of the arrogance and greed of the religious elite. 
And yet . . . there was uneasiness and foreboding because most people thought that the 
hostility between Jesus and the big shots would not lead to anything good. 
After all, the Pharisees and Sadducees were powerful 
and influential, mainly “A list” or “B list” people, 
while Jesus was surrounding himself only with people  
from the “D list” which little social influence. 
 
 With time, the disciples realized that Jesus was also becoming more demanding of them. 
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It wasn’t that he was asking them to do anything difficult or burdensome—actually, when 
it came to things like fasting or other observances, he was far less demanding  
than John the Baptist or the Pharisees. 
Ultimately, Jesus demanded only one thing from them: 
that they trust in him. 
Each time they forgot to trust him without reservation,  
they inevitably fell into their usual reactions  
of fear, doubt, and worry. 
They would become anxious—like the time they thought they hadn’t enough bread to 
feed the five thousand. 
Jesus showed them how to trust and multiplied the loaves and fishes not once but twice, 
each time feeding thousands of people with more to spare. 
They were sincerely saddened by their own lack of faith, especially because they could 
see that it hurt Jesus as well. 
What is more, they often met poor people— 
and non-Jews, who demonstrated limitless trust in Jesus. 
And these people had not even seen all of the miraculous signs that the disciples had 
witnessed up close, 
they did not share the privilege of Jesus’ constant  
presence and friendship. 
 
And then, one day, in the beautiful region of  
Caesarea Philippi,  
when the cross was little more than six months away, 
Jesus surprised them all with an unusual question:   
Who do the people say that I am? 
 
It is important to realize that Jesus is not asking the question to gain information. 
Jesus is offering the disciples an opportunity to confess who they believe him to be. 
His asking is granting them an opportunity to take the next step in their faith and 
understanding of who he is. 
And it is important also that he begins by asking what others are saying about who he is. 
 
This is one of the few times the disciples will speak for themselves and they respond with 
a confused list 
of names. 
Jesus showed no reaction to the names they give  
and they must have thought that this would be the end of the discussion.  
But suddenly he turned and looked at them, stopping them in their tracks by asking, “But, 
what about you? 
Who do you say that I am?” 
 
Perhaps the words froze in the throats of all the other disciples, their inability to answer 
his question seemed to leave them with no firm ground upon which to stand. 
How could this be? 
They had left everything for him, 
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they had followed for more than two years, 
they had endured every sort of discomfort for him— 
and still they couldn’t say who Jesus was for them. 
If only Jesus had given them the answer! 
If only the answer had come down from heaven! 
No, they couldn’t put it into words. 
Jesus was a mystery, but they couldn’t bring themselves to say that and nothing else. 
 
And then Peter spoke— 
speaking for the Twelve like a clap of thunder from a deep, cavernous abyss: 
You are the Christ, the Son of the living God 
 
Simon’s answer, as we know, led to more than just a change of his name. 
Peter’s response is clear. 
The Son of Man is the Son of God. 
This has become the basis for the church’s confession for over two thousand years. 
 
Like so many other times, Peter has spoken more than he knows, more than he yet 
understands. 
Yet Jesus pronounces a blessing on him. 
Blessed are you . . . for this was not revealed to you by human wisdom but by God. 
All that human wisdom could offer at this point was the confused list the disciples had 
mouthed before about who Jesus was. 
If the truth were to be spoken,  
God would have to speak it by the Spirit— 
Just as Paul, that other great confessor,  
will write to the Corinthians— 
no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit 
 
So this confession is not an achievement by Peter. 
It is all God’s doing, speaking through his servant. 
(And so it is for all of us!) 
 
And now the exchange takes another remarkable turn. 
Jesus has asked the disciples to tell him who he is. 
Peter has answered on behalf of the Twelve by means of divine revelation. 
Now, Jesus tells Simon who he is. 
“You are Peter,” Jesus echoes back. 
And Jesus goes on to explain what this title “Peter—the man of Rock” will come to 
mean. 
On this rock I will build my church. 
He is to be the first living stone of the church that Jesus has now, for the first time in his 
ministry, spoken about. 
 
 
You are Peter 
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This was more than a nickname— 
This was an identity that would be created throughout the rest of his lifetime. 
 
What happened next showed that Peter didn’t really understand what this exchange with 
Jesus meant, 
but through the power that came from Jesus alone, 
these words were now written inside him, 
and they would shape and guide his entire life, 
his whole person. 
 
In his wonderful book, The Fragile Stone, 
Michael Card writes,  
“When I am uncertain about the direction of my life, 
I go to my closest friends to affirm, or perhaps reaffirm, 
who I am and what the calling on my life is all about. 
What we see between Simon and Jesus,”  Card states, 
“is not unlike that.  Certainly Jesus does not need to be told who he is.  But perhaps in his 
humanity there was still from time to time the hunger for the assurance of his friend. 
And beyond a doubt Peter needed the defining presence of Jesus in his life, as we all do. 
That is what friends do. 
They help each other understand who they are. 
Both Jesus and Peter are rocks in their own unique ways— 
Jesus, forever the solid Rock;  
Simon, always but by grace the fragile stone.” 
 
Card concludes with a great question that I would like to share with you tonight: 
If you confess that Jesus is your friend,  
“how does he define you?” 
 
In Revelation, Jesus says to those who will listen to what the Spirit is saying in the 
churches: 
I will give a white stone, and on the white stone is written a new name that no one knows 
except the one who receives it. 
 
As you leave later tonight, I have a basket full of stones. 
I apologize that they are not white— 
But I am not the eschatological Jesus! 
(In case you haven’t noticed!) 
No, I’m offering these stones so that you might take one with you so you can be 
reminded that you, too, in a sense are also Peter— 
a living, fragile stone that is being written upon and molded by God’s grace in Christ. 
Take the stone and wonder in prayer— 
What do you think your name might be? 
What will Jesus call you? 
 
 


