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The Holy One among us
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NOTES

WELCOME
The book of Hosea is confronting. It comes at point in history where the
northern Kingdom of Israel has reached the very depths of its depravity and
is about to be obliterated by Assyria. Hosea, as the last prophet to the
Northern Kingdom, offers the most dire warning to the unfaithful people
of God, and uses exceptionally vivid pictures to do so – both from Hosea’s
own life and in his prophetic message.
As such, please be aware that it can be an uncomfortable book to study.
The powerful imagery of Israel as the adulterous wife of God is shocking by
design. Be especially aware that this could be a very difficult series for both
yourself and others in your group, all the more so if you or others have
been or currently are being affected by adultery, unfaithfulness or
prostitution.
But the book of Hosea is also beautiful. Remember that alongside the
brutally shocking imagery in Hosea is an equally powerful message of
God’s love and mercy to his people, for whom he goes to astounding
lengths in order to win them back to himself.
Your brother in Christ,

Philip Lock
Minister In Training (MIT)
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OUR FOUR WEEKS IN HOSEA

NOTES

HOSEA SERIES: THE HOLY ONE AMONG US
Geoff Line from Evangelical Students (ES) will be preaching through Hosea
as follows in this series:
SUNDAY SECTION

SERMON TITLE

26 April Hosea 1:1-2:1; 3:1-5

A faithful God

3 May

Hosea 4:1-19

How to be unfaithful to the Lord

10 May Hosea 11:1-11

A compassionate God

17 May Hosea 14:1-9

How to return to the Lord

INTEGRATED SERMON AND BIBLE STUDY SERIES
These studies on Hosea have been put together to complement the fourweek sermon series at Trinity Inner South, but they can also stand alone. If
you are following the sermon series, the first study is optional - it will help
give background and a bird's eye understanding of the book before getting
into the details, but it is up to you whether you use it or not.
BIBLE STUDIES
Regular Bible study in small groups is a great way to grow as a Christian. If
you are able to join one of our community groups and haven’t done so yet,
please consider it in the next few weeks. The easiest way to get into a
group is to go to our website at www.trinityinnersouth.org.au/#/connect
and launch the form at the bottom of the “Community Groups” page.
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FEEDBACK

HOSEA FOR CHILDREN

We’d really appreciate feedback on the series, how helpful you found it

CHILDREN AT TRINITY INNER SOUTH

and any suggestions for improvement. If you are able please send any

Our childrens programs at Trinity Inner South are for children from the age

feedback via email to: office@trinityinnersouth.org.au

of three up to year six at school. In our kids programs throughout the series
the children will be studying the same key points as the adults are in the
sermons. As always we’ll do this in age appropriate ways which means in

Feedback on each aspect of the series would be helpful:

Hosea, given the some of the confronting imagery our children’s worker
SERMONS

Michael Cowie has worked particularly hard in teaching the same points in

1. Do you think they were faithful to God’s word?

ways that are age appropriate. As such the kids talk, sermon and kids

2. How engaging were they?

programs will all be on the same topic.

3. Did you feel they were applicable to your life?
We’d love all our kids to grow up strong in their faith in Jesus, well
BOOKLET

discipled so that they are well prepared for a life of loving God and people.

1. Were the studies helpful?

This is a key responsibility for all Christian parents and as a church we want

2. Would you use them again if they were produced in future?

to support, partner and equip you for this task. Each week the kids will
have take home questions and activities to help you learn together.

OVERALL
1. Did the series help you grow in your relationship with God?

There is a fridge magnet to complement the take home cards for the series

2. Do you have a better understanding of how Numbers fits into the

(just ask your children’s leader) which has on it the kids memory verse for
the series Exodus 34:6 (NIV):

bigger picture of the Bible and points us to Jesus?
3. If you have kids in our programs how did you go teaching them at

“And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the

home with the take home cards?

compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness”

Any other comments would be welcome.
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BACKGROUND

BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 5

ISRAEL AND JUDAH IN THE TIME OF HOSEA

17. Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-57, where Paul is reflecting on our future
glory with God, and our new resurrection bodies. In what sense is v55
used? How is it different to how it is different in Hosea 13?

18. What has changed?

HOSEA IN RETROSPECT
19. Having studied through Hosea, formulate together a brief summary of
the message of the book, both for Israel in Hosea’s day, and for us.
Spend some time reflecting together on the things you have learned or
been challenged by through Hosea.

20. Spend some time praying about these things, both praising God for
who he is and praying for anything that you have identified that you
need to change.

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Israel_(Samaria)#/media/File:Kingdoms_of_Israel_
and_Judah_map_830.svg)
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BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 5

BACKGROUND

A FINAL PROMISE OF FUTURE RESTORATION

A TIMELINE OF THE BIBLE

11. Read Hosea 14:4-9, what are God’s final promises to Israel?

12. What is the imagery used for this future restoration of God’s people? Is
this significant?

13. From the point of Hosea speaking these words to Israel, what is going
to occur before this future restoration? Why?

WHERE, O DEATH, IS YOUR VICTORY?
14. Hosea’s message to Israel was that before repentance and restoration,
judgement must first occur. Where does that leave us?

15. Read 1 Peter 2:24-25 and Mark 10:45

16. In the light of the work of Jesus, where do we stand compared to the
Israelites of Hosea’s day?

http://visualunit.me/2010/03/18/bible-timeline/
See Hosea at the end of the right-hand fork
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BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 1

BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 5

AN INTRODUCTION TO HOSEA

6. Look again at verse 14, this time in the ESV translation, which portrays

1. How do you react emotionally to betrayal or being hurt by a loved one?
How about disobedience or rebellion by a child?

the sense of it better:
“Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol?
Shall I redeem them from Death?
O Death, where are your plagues?

2. How do you think God feels about sin?

O Sheol, where is your sting?
Compassion is hidden from my eyes.”

BACKGROUND: HISTORICAL CONTEXT
3. Read Hosea 1:1

7. Does it look familiar….. 1 Corinthians 15?

4. The book of Hosea is set during the reign of Jeroboam II in Israel, the

8. What do these verses mean?

Northern Kingdom. Try as a group to form a summary of where this

(In their context here – don’t try to import 1 Corinthians into Hosea!)

places Hosea in the big picture of Israel’s history.
(Consult the timeline and map)
9. How does this fit with the compassion we saw in Hosea 11 last week?
5. Israel (the Northern kingdom) would be obliterated 30 years later at the
hands of Assyria. Here’s a brief review of history up until this point:
“The united kingdom of Israel split into north (Israel) and south (Judah)

A FINAL CALL TO REPENTANCE

after the reign of Saul, David and Solomon. Israel went from bad to

10. Read Hosea 14:1-3, 2hat are Hosea’s final words of warning to Israel?

worse in their rejection of God, idol worship and unfaithfulness to the
covenant: their kings were evil and the people followed them into
apostasy. Despite many prophets and warnings, they refused to return
7
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BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 5

BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 1

INTRODUCTION

to God, and were eventually punished by God through the Assyrian

Reflect on the sermon from Sunday:

invasion soon after the ministry of Hosea.

1. Are there any questions that were raised?
Judah was also frequently unfaithful, but this was mixed with times of
genuine repentance and truly godly kings. They were eventually also
2. Were there any points you found personally challenging?

punished by God and sent into exile in Babylon a bit over a hundred
years later, but they later returned, and eventually became what we
see as Israel in the New Testament.

A WARM UP QUESTION
3. Hosea has a range of messages for Israel: condemnation, judgement,

BACKGROUND: COVENANTAL CONTEXT

frustration, compassion and promise. How do you think such a book

“Hosea is about covenant … mostly covenant failure”

should end? Why?

6. What is the covenant? What are the ramifications of Israel keeping it or
failing to keep it?
- Read Genesis 12:3 then read Leviticus 26:1-5,9-13

A FINAL MESSAGE OF JUDGEMENT
4. Read Hosea 13:4-16, what is the general thrust of this final message of
condemnation and coming judgement?

NOTE:
The book of Hosea has two parts. The first section, chapters 1 to 3, contains
the biographical story of Hosea in ch.1 and ch.3. These two chapters

5. v.15-17 are the last word of judgement on Israel. What do these verses
refer to?

envelope and illustrate chapter 2, which is effectively a summary of the
whole message of Hosea. The second section, chapters 4 to 14, are a mix
of prophesies of Hosea through his life – they have similar themes, but
don’t appear to have much of a discernible structure. The idea of the
following overview is to read (most of) Hosea and note themes and ideas
that come up, generating questions to be answered through the series.

23
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BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 1

BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 4

READ HOSEA 1

12. What does this say of the character of God?

7. What is God’s command to Hosea and how does this play out?
OUR FATHER
8. What is the significance of the three children and their names?

Reading Hosea can shed a fresh light on NT passages that we are very
familiar with.
13. Read John 3:16-17 and reflect together on these verses, in light of

9. Hosea 1:9 is scandalous! Why?

Hosea 11.

READ HOSEA 2:1-13

14. Read Romans 8:14-17. Again, reflect on this in light of Hosea 11.

10. Who is being spoken to?

11. What is the message and the result?

15. What does it mean to you that God is your heavenly father? How
should this reflect in your life?

12. How does this mirror chapter 1?

16. Pray together, spending time especially praising God for his

READ HOSEA 2:14-23

unsurpassed love for us, his children.

13. What is the second part of the message?

READ HOSEA 3
14. What is the outcome for Hosea and for Israel?
9
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BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 4

BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 1

THE EXASPERATED AND JUDGING FATHER

SPLIT UP INTO THREE GROUPS AND READ ONE SECTION EACH OF HOSEA

7. Read Hosea 11:5-7, this speaks again of God’s judgement on his people

(a) HOSEA 4-5, (b) HOSEA 6-8 & (c) HOSEA 12-13

for their ongoing, stubborn rebellion and rejection of him. Does this

Report back to the group with a brief overview of the chapters you have

sound the same as previous chapters, or is the tone a little different?

read. (The idea is to get the vibe rather than detailed analysis as follows)

Why?

15. Who is involved, what are they doing, and what is God’s response?

THE COMPASSIONATE AND REDEEMING FATHER

16. Are there any particular verses or ideas that stand out to you?

8. Read Hosea 11:8-11, what is God now saying to Israel?
17. What questions does it raise that you want answers to?
9. Is the tone used one of exasperation and relenting in spite of himself,
or something else?
READ HOSEA 11:1-11
18. What emotions do we see expressed by God?
10. From v.8-9a, what has God declared that he will not do? Has he
changed his mind about judging them, after all of the previous
chapters? (See Deut. 29:23 for background on Admah and Zeboyim.)

19. How does this fit with the overall message of Hosea?

- Rather than complete destruction, what is in view, as indicated in
v. 10b-11?
READ HOSEA 14
20. What is the final message of Hosea?
11. What is the reason God gives for his compassion?

21
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BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 1

BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 4

ROLE IN THE BIBLE

INTRODUCTION

21. What role does Hosea play in the history of Israel and God’s covenant

Reflect on the sermon from Sunday:

with her?

1. Are there any questions that were raised?

2. Were there any points you found personally challenging?
22. How do we see Hosea in the New Testament?
A WARM UP QUESTION
3. What image speaks to you most of God’s love for us?
RELEVANCE FOR US
23. Where do we see ourselves in Hosea?
THE TENDER-HEARTED AND PATIENT FATHER
4. Read Hosea 11:1-4, what imagery does this passage use to describe
PRAY

God’s love for his people?

Praise God for his holiness and thank him for his mercy
Ask for wisdom and insight as we study Hosea in more detail.
5. What was Israel’s response to that love?

6. The God of the Old Testament is often accused of being cold, distant,
and bloodthirsty. How would you respond to this from Hosea 11?

11
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BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 3

BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 2

19. Read Matthew 9:1-13 How does Jesus apply this same idea, quoting

INTRODUCTION

Hosea 6:6?

Reflect on the sermon from Sunday:
1. Are there any questions that were raised?

20. Thinking again of our own circumstances, how are we in danger of
being like the Pharisees?

2. Were there any points you found personally challenging?

(Think back to the answers given in 16 were you more interested in
your own genuine worship or criticising others? It is a surprisingly easy
trap to fall into.)

A WARM UP QUESTION
3. What are some of the ways in which 21st Century Australia thinks
about sin?

REFLECT
21. Spend some time thinking as either a large group or small groups of 23 people, what we can do, both individually and together as the

HOSEA’S LIFE

gathered people of God, to keep both ourselves and our Christian

4. Read Hosea 1 and summarise the narrative together

brothers and sisters from these sins.

22. As part of this process, read Galatians 5:13-26 together, and remember

5. Why did God ask Hosea do that?

that we are far from being alone in this battle against sin.
Thinking about the three children, it seems that the second and third
weren’t even Hosea’s (compare v3, v6, v8 – only Jezreel is said to be

23. Pray for these things that you have identified

Hosea’s, the other two are Gomer’s).
6. What is the significance of the names of these latter two children?

19
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BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 2

BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 3

7. Read Hosea 3 and summarise the narrative together.

13. What is to stop us from falling into the same trap?
(Read Romans 6:11-14 for help)

8. Why did Hosea go back to Gomer and pay her bride-price again to get
her back? Is there any indication that Gomer herself had anything to do

SIN IN MASQUERADE

with it??

14. Read Hosea 6:1-6, from v1-3, what appears to be happening?

9. What is the overall picture being presented to Israel through Hosea’s

15. But what is revealed in v4?

life?
16. Together with v5-6, what does this passage teach about how God sees
HOSEA 2 – A PASSIONATE RELATIONSHIP

religious devotion?

10. Read Hosea 2:1-8 How is Israel described, and what is she being
rebuked for?
17. Read Hosea 8:11-13 How has the same problem become even worse?
Why?
12. How does the language and imagery contribute to the weight of the
passage?
18. Considering both of these passages, what warning can we ourselves
take about how God wants to be worshipped?
13. Read Hosea 2:9-13 •What is God going to do in response to Israel’s
adulterous relationship with Baal?

- Spend some time sharing examples of where this might be a current
or potential problem for you.

13
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BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 3

BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 2
14. Read Hosea 2:14-23, what will the final outcome be?

- Hosea 9:7-9
(NB. Gibeah is the town in which the horrific events of Judges 19-21 took place.)

- Hosea 10:13-15
15. How will God achieve this? (Look at v14-15 – what element of Israel’s
history is going to be repeated?)
7. What would you say is the general sense of Hosea 4-10?
REFLECTION
16. What impression do you get of the way that God feels about his people
and his relationship with them?

THE ONGOING EFFECT OF SIN
8. Read Hosea 4:12-13, what is Israel doing?

17. How does Hosea communicate the nature of sin?
9. What is the result? (v13b)
THINKING BIBLICALLY – WHERE DO WE FIT?
God spoke to Israel by both direct message through Hosea in chapter 2,

10. Why do you think this is the case?

and through the illustration of Hosea’s marriage to Gomer. But where do
we fit it? Do we identify with Gomer and Israel? At what stage of their
progression from adulterous sin to redemption? Think about this together

11. Read Hosea 5:4-6, Why are the Israelites unable to worship God?

briefly before continuing.
12. Taken together with Hosea 4:12-13, this looks like a vicious cycle. How
18. Read and consider these passages:

could this cycle be seen today?

- 1 Peter 2:9-10, where Peter alludes to Hosea 2:23.
- Romans 5:10
17
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BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 2

BIBLE STUDY – WEEK 3

19. So where do we now stand as 21st Century gentile believers?

INTRODUCTION
Reflect on the sermon from Sunday:
1. Are there any questions that were raised?

RESPONDING TO HOSEA
Hosea gives us a rich, emotive understanding of God’s relationship with his

2. Were there any points you found personally challenging?

people. Reflect together on these things:
- The nature of our sin
- God’s grace to us through the work of Jesus Christ

RECAP FROM LAST WEEK

- Our standing before God

3. What happened in Hosea 1-3?

20. How should we respond?

4. What was the message for Israel?

Spend some time discussing how you have personally been challenged
(from both this study and from the sermon)
5. Where do we stand in relation to this, as 21st Century believers?

21. Pray about these things

A CROSS SECTION OF HOSEA 4-10
6. Read the following passages and summarise what God is saying to
Israel (you may want to break up into pairs and report back on one):
- Hosea 4:1-6
- Hosea 7:11-16
- Hosea 5:13-15
15
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