Celibacy for the Sake of the Kingdom
Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. ~ John 15:13
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A pastor and bishop

ably of those who would choose to “be eunuchs” for
his sake because their undivided service was desired
by him. Christ’s words clearly show that he did not
think celibacy was unnatural or beyond the ability of
men to maintain, with God’s grace. Christ was emphatic in stressing that intense, all-consuming love
for, and service to, him were paramount. He calls his
special servants to be supernatural rather than merely natural when he says: “He who loves father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me; and he who loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me” (Mt 10:37;
see also Mt 19:29). To question Christ’s call for a life
dedicated to him in celibacy is to open one’s self to
the warning call of Christ: “O men of little faith!” (Lk
12:28). The words of Christ in the Gospels and the
experience of the Church since apostolic times speak

of the fruitfulness of the celibate priesthood and the
awesome example of men living a life and ministry in
imitation of the celibate Christ.
Celibacy has meaning, power, and purpose primarily because of the apostolate. It is a self-surrender for a sublime purpose. The purpose of celibacy,
like all forms of asceticism (self-denial for spiritual
reasons), is for love, and love alone. To lay down
one’s life for his friends (see Jn 15:13) can not only
mean the kind of physical death that Jesus voluntarily accepted on the cross, but also the day-by-day
death of one’s own desires and will for the sake of
others. This is the call of the celibate priest, part of
the mystery of his vocation to ministerial service and
a glorious gift to God’s people.
(CCC 915-916; 1579-1580, 1618-1620)

Celibacy for the Sake of the Kingdom — Page 2

