
  

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Newsletter 

July 2014 

In
 t

h
is

 i
ss

u
e
: 

 T
h
e
 P

a
st

o
r’

s 
P
e
n
: 

 P
a
g
e
 2

 
A
tt

e
n
d
a
n
c
e
 T

re
n
d
s:

  
P
a
g
e
 5

 
P
u
rp

o
se

fu
l 
E
rr

a
n
d
s:

  
P
a
g
e
 8

 

he
ar

ts
, h

an
ds

 a
nd

 v
oi

ce
s:

  P
a
g
e
 1

0
 

P
ra

y
e
r 

L
is

t:
  
P
a
g
e
 1

1
 

  

O
ur

 m
is

si
on

: 

C
la

im
ed

, M
et

, C
al

le
d,

 S
en

t t
o 

be
 

G
od

’s
 P

eo
pl

e 
D

oi
ng

 G
od

’s
 W

or
k 

  

O
ur

 v
is

io
n:

 

T
o 

be
 a

 c
om

m
un

ity
 o

f f
ai

th
 

wh
er

e 
pe

op
le

 a
re

 in
sp

ire
d 

an
d 

eq
ui

pp
ed

 

fo
r a

 jo
ur

ne
y 

of
 li

vi
ng

 li
ve

s 

ce
nt

er
ed

 in
 C

hr
is

t 

Servant Keeper and You! 
 
What is Servant Keeper you ask? This is the software program that we use to 

organize, sort and store all of our congregational records. With Servant Keeper 

we can maintain birth, baptismal, confirmation, marriage and death records. 

SK can track attendance and contributions. It can create rosters for everyone from Sunday 

School classes to Bible Study groups. SK even has the technology to send email blasts, text 

messages and emergency alerts!  But, here is the key, Servant Keeper is only as good as 

the data we provide.  

How can you help? Signing the Friendship Register on Sunday morning is a great place to 

start!  It is important that we have an up-to-date email address, phone number (cell & 

home) and mailing address for every member of our congregation, including the home 

bound. Tracking of worship attendance helps us with our Annual Parish Report and offers 

guidance in pastoral care. 

Over the next months, I will be sorting and gathering missing information, everything from 

birthdates to ministry interests. At some time you will receive an individual and family profile 

to verify. In the meantime, please sign Friendship Register! 

 

Thank you! Cindy Channey, Your Office Administrator 

Walk the Labyrinth 
This is the perfect time of year to take  
advantage of our beautiful labyrinth! There 
are several different booklets that can help 
guide your walk, including one created for 
dealing with grief. Stop by and enjoy the 
prayer park and labyrinth soon! 
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SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Pastor Dana Runestad 
Cantor Dr. Michael Burkhardt 
Pastor Benjamin Morris 
Ministers - The disciples at Holy Cross 

Phone: 734-427-1414 
Fax: 734-427-1419 

Email:  office1@holycrosslivonia.org 
Website: www.holycrosslivonia.org 

Save the Dates: 
 
hearts, hands & voices Monday Nights  Sept. 8 
Fall Kick Off & Ministry Fair          Sept. 14 



GPS for Children? Meet Godly Play 
 

We seem to have struck a nerve when we took a leap and started GPS: Ancient Faith to 
Navigate a Modern World. The gift of the GPS process lies in one word – a word that also 
finds itself in our mission statement. That word is “met,” or to put it in present tense, 
“meet.” The GPS process for adults begins with six weeks of inquiry, where adults are 
invited and encouraged to lift up any and all questions they’ve ever had about God, faith, 
and the church and put them “on the table.” It meets them where they are. We honor the 
reality that God is bigger than the church, and so even if people have not been connected 
with a church up until this point, we know God has been active and involved in their lives. 

 
Godly Play is a process for teaching the faith to children that begins by meeting kids where they are, 
validating the innate experience of God in their lives, and helping them discover the Christian lan-
guage system using parable, sacred story, silence and liturgical action. It is a Montessori based ap-
proach to Christian faith development. I’m reminded of Jesus’ words to his disciples:  
 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’ 2He called a 
child, whom he put among them, 3and said, ‘Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. 5Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.  
‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a 
great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the sea. 7Woe to the world 
because of stumbling-blocks! Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to the one by whom the stum-
bling-block comes!   Matthew 18:1-7 
 

Too often, traditional Sunday School experiences have proved in the long run to be stumbling blocks 
for faith development. (And this is no commentary on our dedicated, faithful teachers!) As we mature 
intellectually, emotionally and spiritually, we sometimes have had to “un-learn” what was taught in 
Sunday School. Or, we leave the church (for the sake of our integrity) or simply “tune out” and don’t 
engage the faith in a meaningful way. Godly Play teaches the faith in such a way that children build 
on what they learn as they grow spiritually and intellectually. Rather than being told about God, they 
are able to experience the reality of God. 
 
I have a dream to get Godly Play up and running at Holy Cross. It will involve the passion and com-
mitment of a lot of us. There is training, There are materials that can be quite expensive – except 
that we have the talent in our congregation to make them ourselves.  Harry Jachym has already 
started. Stop by my office and see the Bible book case, depicting all the books of the Bible like a 
library, for children to manipulate and order themselves.  All Godly Play rooms are set up the very 
same way so that, like the liturgy, one can visit any church the world over and recognize it and be at 
home. 
 
Nardin Park Methodist Church in Farmington Hills has a very strong Godly Play program going. The 
Godly Play Foundation will be offering a training there November 7-9. Please consider attending!! 
We’re hoping to schedule an introduction to Godly Play at Holy Cross at that time as well, on Thurs-
day November 6, from 6-9 pm. Talk to me if you are interested in being part of the Godly Play team 
at Holy Cross. Watch the videos below on You Tube to learn more. 
 

Continued on page 4 
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Andrew Barr 
Nathan Bordach* 
Paul & Erin Tracy 
Joseph Comeau 
Matthew Conrad 
Stephen Cruickshank 

Chad Davey 
Michael Davey 
Taylor Furda* 
Marc Garnsey 
Evan Gearino 
 

Tina Hiller 
Seth Hooper 
Conner Lanius 
Daniel Lanius 
Michael Rasler 
 

Jeremy Samuels 
Marc Samuels 
Heidi Scherbarth 
Jennifer Smith 
Jeff Sweitzer 

Those Serving in the Military: 

(H) - Known to be Hospitalized  (HO) - Hospice  (R) -Rehab  (*) - Member 

To add a name to this list:  
Call or email the office, office1@holycrosslivonia.org, put “Prayer Request” in the subject line: include 

only the request information and a general reason for the request.  
Names will be removed after 3 months unless we are contacted. Thank you! 

Jon Gary* 
James R. Holliday 

Irene Hoover* 
Frank J. Paolella 

George Rabe 
Stephen Whitney 

Ellen Zerbst* 

The Family & Friends of the Following Persons Who Have Died: 

Jayne Beyers* 
Jo-Andrea Brandt* 
Betty Connell* 
Betty Dahlstrom* 
Edna Duffy* 
Norma Eisbrenner* 

Carl Gerard* 
Ann Holliday* 
Doris Knapp* 
Sally Lanius* 
Ruth Lindke* 
Dianne Markwell* 

Marilyn May* 
Amy Oellerich* 
Werner Oellerich* 
Lee Onkka* 
Bea Rumley 
Jan Siemert* 

Bob Stone* 
Trudy Stone* 
Eleanor Thom* 
Jack Thom* 
Betty Wickham 

Those Homebound: 

Those Ill or Recovering or in need of Special Prayers: 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

James Adams 
Bob Alexander 
Angela Allen 
Bill Anderson 
Gard Andresen* 
Dolores Ardnt* 
Ed Ardnt* 
Mary Ann Asher* 
Dawn Bender 
Ralph Bolhouse 
Jack Boyer 
Randy Bradakis 
Max Brown 
Sarah & Kevin Brown 
Isabelle Bumford 
Valeta Burkhardt 

Michael Chaves 
Kelley Cote 
Jim Dawe 
David Eads  
Elsie Enzmann 
Bob Ferrari, Sr.* 
Rene Foster* 
Laura Geletzke 
Wolf Goreceki 
John Hobart*  
Bob Hoyrup* 
Jack Jones 
Ann Kalec 
Dawn Kesler 
Bob Kunz* 
Arlayne Lewis* 

Carolyn Martin 
Shannon McCarthy 
Ewan McMichaels 
Rick Minard 
Mary Kay Moore* 
Elizabeth Morman 
Pete Moundros 
Mike Neary 
Bob Noechel*(R) 
Diana Paolella 
Valerie Przywara 
Randy Pullis 
Chris Rasler 
David Rasler 
Jan Richardson 
 

Dorothea Ross 
Barbara Runestad 
Jim Saap 
Jean Shea 
Steve Sheldon 
Mary Spire 
Paul Stawski 
Joe Strong 
Ruth Tobey 
Melissa Wangler 
Bill Weaver* 
Dave Wheeker* 
Dorothy Werthman 
Benjamin Wrobel 
Carol Zogo 



-3- -10- 

hearts, hands and voices 
Summer Camp August 11-14, 2014  

Registrations Filling Up 
 

Looking for campers: Registrations are starting to come in for this year’s hearts, hands and voices 
worship and fine arts summer camp experience. Our ideal registration size is 60 campers and we 
start turning kids away when we hit 65. As of June 23 we are at 40 campers, including 14 we have 
not met before. Last year, we had to disappoint 8 young people who applied after we hit (actually 
exceeded) the maximum. The registration deadline is July 31 or when we reach 65 campers, 
whichever comes first. Encourage campers to register early to avoid disappointment. 
 
Coolidge Campers: We are delighted that the new administration at Coolidge is supporting HHAV 
by allowing us to reach all Coolidge students with the offer to fund a scholarship for any current 
student. This is one more way Holy Cross is connecting with the Coolidge community. This is the 
fifth year of our “Coolidge Camper” program. Last year, 8 of our 68 campers were from Coolidge 
and one continued with us on Monday nights all year long.  
 
Funding appeal: Tuition covers approximately half the cost to offer this program. The other half 
of our funding comes from individual donations, corporate advertising and grants. Additionally, 
being able to offer scholarships is vitally important to making sure ability to pay doesn’t limit who 
can participate in this wonderful opportunity. Last year, scholarships funded 15, or 22%, of our 
campers.  Please share what you can. Checks should be made payable to hearts, hands and voices. 
 
Helping hands: Making the summer program happen takes literally dozens of volunteers. Food is a 
big part of camp since we provide lunch and morning snacks for nearly 90 each day. We are look-
ing for a special person to help captain that effort and lots of people to person the kitchen crew. 
Other areas that need help are the liturgical art team and the recreation crew. Contact Ellen if 
you can give us time that week.  
 
We need you as our ambassadors: Please share this exciting news with everyone who cares about 
children and the arts. There is a supply of brochures and posters in the narthex for you to take 
and sprinkle everywhere you can.  It would be great to have posters up in area churches, libraries, 
community centers and music stores. 
 

For additional information, including registration forms, visit our website: 
www.heartshandsvoices.org  

or contact  
Ellen Batkie (248) 497-1451 
info@heartshandsvoices.org 

Altar Flowers 
 

All Sundays in July and August 

are open. Please consider 

providing flowers for the altar. 

Sign up on the board hanging 

across from the office. 

 

NEWSLETTER  
DEADLINE 
is set for  
July 13 

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 
PASTOR DANA RUNESTAD 

CANTOR DR. MICHAEL BURKHARDT 
PASTOR BENJAMIN MORRIS 

(734) 427-1414 
www.holycrosslivonia.org 

* 
SHARI DUDEK – EDITOR 

(734) 331-2649 
holycross_news@yahoo.com 

 

  Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
NEWSLETTER 

Trifolium hybridum l.

Holy Cross Statement of Welcome 

  

Holy Cross is a Christ-centered community in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA). 

We believe all people are created in God’s image. 

We are passionate about the radical hospitality that Jesus showed all people. 

We are committed to being a community of that same kind of hospitality. 

We welcome all people to our life and ministry together… 

            …in worship, at the font, at the table and in fellowship, 

            regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age 

            or any other category society uses to distinguish between people. 

We are Holy Cross and you are welcome here. 

  
There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 

for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  Galatians 3:28 

         in the Park 
July 28 & August 25 
11 AM at Rotary Park 

 

Bring your Bible, Gather magazine (copies 
will be provided if you don't subscribe), 
your lawn chair and your lunch.   
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Godly Play  
 

Video produced by a church in Connecticut, @ 5 minutes:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=py6vzIs_NcM 

 
Introductory video produced in Germany (but in English), @20 minutes:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aw_mrzZJx00 
 

Video of a complete Godly Play session with children present 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wvfVf13GhYA  

 
Christianity is always one generation away from extinction. Godly Play is the best way I know to help 
children discover ancient faith to navigate a modern world – and make it stick. Stay tuned for invita-
tions to introductory informational meetings in the near future! 
 
Faithfully, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Praise the Lord!   
O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 
For his steadfast love endures forever.   

(Psalm 106:1) 
 
To our Holy Cross Family: 
 
Your love and support was invaluable to me 
and my family as we honored the life of my 
dad, Frank J. Paolella.   Thank you for your 
helpful words, deeds and gestures.  We will 
never forget how they comforted us.  On 
behalf the Paolella and Thomas families, I 
offer our most sincere gratitude and love.   
 
Kim Thomas 

for  
JULY 

 
 

Lectors 
July 6   Cheryl Pearson 
July 13   Jeff Schuman 
July 20   Trudi Feenstra 
July 27   Jason Richmond 
 
 

Communion Teams 
 

July 6   Dudek Team 
July 13   Hall Team 
July 20   Berean Team 
July 27   W/ELCA 

Iced Tea 
& Lemonade  

Servers for July 
 
 
July 6 … … … … … … … … .Mary Anderson 
July 13 … … … …  ..Nancy & Mark Erickson 
July 20 … … … … … … ...Barb & Art Lewis 
July 27 … … … … … W/ELCA: Esther Circle 

 

Please sign up for this  
much-appreciated ministry. 

 
Contact Susan Scholz to volunteer. 

RUMMAGE & 
BAKE SALE 

October 3 & 4, 2014 
 
 

Start collecting your “treasures” for our  
Rummage & Bake Sale.  Items should be 
brought to church on Oct. 3rd for staging. The 
sale is Oct. 4th. 
 
We will not have a book sale this year, but you 
are welcome to donate your books to the  
rummage sale. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE DOING GOD’S WORK: Purposeful Errands  
 
 Situations change, and that is a constant!  I now find myself with more free time to go 
new places and have contact with different people.  Saturday, I was able to develop a friendship 
with a woman who works at a Laundromat I discovered near my home. I asked the employee if she 
minded my sitting on the bench outside with her in the appreciably cooler breeze. Being in a talk-
ative mood, she divulged her entire life story while I asked caring questions, listening intently to 
know how God might be revealed.   
 At one time in both of our lives, a severe vitamin B deficiency had put our bodies into 
physical shock and healing was a long time a'coming!  I was able to tell her that God had His hand 
on her life then, and He was the reason she was able to come to full recovery. 
 I am excited to be praying for her this week, and the next time I take a few loads of 
lights, darks, and can't decides, I will take ALMOST enough quarters!  That way I can buy some 
coins from her and be able to start another conversation. In particular, to ask about a concern of 
hers regarding her daughter trying to get into a nursing program.  
 Also this week, back in the garden section of a large store, I was looking for suitable toma-
to plants. A gentleman in a suit was busy rushing around, arranging displays and sweeping, ensur-
ing that products were well merchandised and displayed in an attractive manner.  
 I asked him if the store was having a VP corporate visit that day.   "No," he said, "why do 
you ask?"  I told him that when my husband was alive and in retail store management, I knew the 
drill of the brightly waxed floors inside the store and everything looking optimum on corporate 
visit day!  And that his store looked ready for that!  He was so pleased, he beamed, and I was glad 
I had been nudged to freely give the compliment.  Managers seldom get compliments, but are fre-
quently bombarded with complaints! 
 Another source of incidental interaction with people comes when I take a walk with one of 
the 3 dogs living here in the house. The Jack Russell terrier does not mind walking a block or 2 - 
enough to let me count to 100 a few times and center myself. The beagle is good for a couple 
miles, until I feel loose, lanky, and leisured. The Siberian husky can keep up for about 3 1/2 miles 
of actual exercise, at which point her canine tongue about drags on the cement, slowing me down 
with its wind resistance.  
 Along whichever jaunt I take, leashed to one of said dogs, I try to make it a point to vocal-
ly appreciate the gardening work of the women outside who are wearing work gloves and welding 
trowels. They are pleased for the recognition of their efforts as they dab at the dew on their fore-
heads.  
 To the men pushing roaring lawnmowers while sweat pours from their pores, I smile, point 
to their lawn, and give a thumbs up.  Lawn maintenance is sometimes less than rewarding! 
 I guess part of my GPS process "sending" involves buying tomato plants, shoving quarters 
into washers and dryers, and walking a dog through neighborhoods to affirm efforts of creating 
beauty! 
 Purposeful errands, I call it!  A good way to plant a seed or water a seed that Christ can 
bring on a life giving journey of growth and blooming!  
 
 
Linda Goodrich 

Congrats, Grad! 
 
Andy Weaver graduated 
from Thurston High 
School in June.  He plans 
to attend Schoolcraft 
College in the fall to 

study to be a firefighter. 
 

Congratulations! 

Average Weekly Worship Attendance 

  2014 2013 % change 

Excluding Easter:       

  1st Quarter 173 184 -6.0% 

  2nd Quarter thru May 195 180 +8.3% 

    Five Months ended 5/31 180 182 -1.0% 

Including Easter:       

    Five Months ended 5/31 188 189 -0.5% 

Worship Attendance Trends through May 

 
While we need to be careful in what we measure, how we measure it and why we meas-
ure it, average weekly worship attendance can give us a feel for underlying momentum in 
the community. To help adjust for the Winter Conspiracy of 2014 that dumped a snow 
storm every Sunday for the first couple of months, we are comparing quarterly averages 
in addition to year to date. Additionally, we typically exclude Easter Sunday when com-
paring attendance since it tends to inflate the month when it falls, skewing comparisons. 
Over all, the trend for April and May is quite encouraging at an increase of over 8%. 

Red Wagon 

Ministry 
 
The children and parents in the nearby  
Norwayne school district wish to thank 
you for your generosity and support of 
the Red Wagon Ministry.    



HOLY CROSS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH - JULY 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 Independence Day 5 

     9:30 am  Bible Study 
 1:30 pm  Staff Meeting 
 6:30 pm  Men’s Bible Study 
 6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study   

9:00 am  Men’s Breakfast 
 

12:00 - 5:30 pm 

Reading Prog./ Conf. Rm. B 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

6       4TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 7 8 9 10 11 12 

   8:00 am  Worship 
   9:00 am  Faith Forum 
10:00 am  Worship & Sunday School 

11:30 am  Intercessory Prayer 

 

 

3:45 - 9:30 pm Reading 

        Program/Conf. Rm. B 

  9:30 am  Bible Study 

11:30 am  Christian Fellowship 
               Steve’s Family Dining 
  1:30 pm  Staff Meeting 

   
  6:30 pm  Men’s Bible Study 
  6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study   

  9:00 am  Men’s Breakfast 

10:00 am  Playgroup 
 

 

 

12:00 - 5:30 pm 

Reading Prog./ Conf. Rm. B 

 

 

10:30 am  Care Givers 8:30 am - 5:30 pm Reading 

Program/Conf. Rm. A & B 

13  5TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 14 15 16 17   18  19  
   8:00 am  Worship 
   9:00 am  Faith Forum 
   9:00 am  Fair Trade Sales 
10:00 am  Worship & Sunday School 
11:00 am  Fair Trade Sales 
11:30 am  Intercessory Prayer 

 

 

 

3:45 - 9:30 pm Reading 

        Program/Conf. Rm. B 

 

 

  9:30 am  Bible Study 

11:00 am  Hope Reunion Lunch 

12:00 pm  BB Brigade 
  1:30 pm  Staff Meeting 
   

  6:30 pm  Men’s Bible Study 
  6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 

  9:00 am  Men’s Breakfast 

 

  

  

 

 

12:00 - 5:30 pm 

Reading Prog./ Conf. Rm. B 

3:30 pm Book Discussion 

 

 

   8:30 am - 5:30 pm Reading 

Program/Conf. Rm. A & B 

 

10:00 am  Jams & Jellies 

  1:00 pm  Pressure Canning 

                           

 

20   6TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 21  22 23 24 25 26 

   8:00 am  Worship 
   9:00 am  Faith Forum 
10:00 am  Worship & Sunday School 
11:30 am  Intercessory Prayer 

 

 

12:00 pm BB Brigade 

9:30 am  Bible Study 
 

1:30 pm  Staff Meeting 

 

6:30 pm  Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 

  9:00 am  Men’s Breakfast 

10:00 am  Playgroup 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 pm Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 pm Wedding 

 

27     7TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 28 29 30 31   

   8:00 am  Worship 
   9:00 am  Faith Forum 
10:00 am  Worship & Sunday School 
11:30 am  Intercessory Prayer 

 

 

 

11:00 am  Bible Study @ 

                  Rotary Park 

9:30 am  Bible Study 
 

1:30 pm  Staff Meeting 
 

6:30 pm  Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 pm  Women’s Bible Study 

  9:00 am  Men’s Breakfast 

10:00 am  Playgroup 
   

  

  

    
Community Building Use 

 

M 5pm-Ellies Weigh 

1st T 7pm-Model Airplane  

W & Th 7am-AA 

  

W & F 8pm-AA   

Th 11am-AA 

F 10am-AA 

Sun 5pm-Over Eaters 

Building use by outside groups is 

shown in red. 


