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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

 WORSHIP SERVICE    

PRELUDE                                                                                  

HYMN (Please stand)
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen 
 

(Please sit) 
 

 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen 
 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess 

our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

P:  Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake God 

forgives you all your sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become 

the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
  

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

(Please stand) 
 

P:  God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 

hope, we confess our faith: 
 

C:  I believe in God the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

    I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. 
 

(Please sit) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also, with you.  

P:  Let us pray, together. 
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C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to 

the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new 

day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
  
   

SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 64:1-9 

 
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at 

your presence—2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make 

your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 3 When 

you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your 

presence. 4 From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 

besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 5 You meet those who gladly do right, those 

who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself 

we transgressed. 6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are 

like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf,  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7 There 

is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face 

from us,  and have delivered[c] us into the hand of our iniquity. 8 Yet, O LORD, you are our 

Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9 Do not be 

exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever.  Now consider, we are all 

your people. 
  

 

The word of the Lord. 

Congregational response following the reading is:  Thanks be to God! 

 

SECOND READING:    1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

 
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I give thanks to my 

God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in 

every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— 6 just as the 

testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any 

spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you 

to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful; by 

him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Congregation response following the reading is:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:  Mark 13:24-37 (please stand) 
 

24 “But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 

light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+64%3A1-9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18893c
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26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27 Then he 

will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven. 

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 

leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 

all these things have taken place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 

32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 

the Father. 33 Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man 

going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 

commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know 

when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 

dawn, 36 or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say 

to all: Keep awake.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Congregational response following the Gospel is:  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON (Please sit) 

 

Link - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfXmLSdB3GY 

 

 
ADVENT 1B -- Mark 13:24-37 

Pre-Apocalyptic Tension Disorder---PATD 

 

 There is a big difference between “The End of the World As We Know It, and an 

apocalypse.  The ideas are confused.  An apocalypse is a revelation. It is a disclosure of 

knowledge. It is a lifting of the veil. Our passage from Mark is called an apocalypse.  Jesus says 

that in a time of revelation it is good to be alert. 

 One of the nicest things about TEOTWAWKI (The End of the World As We Know It) is 

that even though it has been calculated endlessly in an infinite variety of ways, all of the exact time 

predictions to date have been 100% wrong.  It would seem that every geological, international or 

social crisis triggers a new tsunami of speculation.  

    A couple of years ago, a weird drug called ‘Bath Salts’ made the news. In some hapless 

users, it stimulated blackouts with extremely aggressive biting behavior. Since I collect 

apocalypses as a hobby, naturally I was asked, “Do you think this is it? The Mutant Zombie 

Apocalypse?”  Nah.  Old news.  Rabies does the same thing and has been around a long time, 

and just hasn’t made much headway. It is really only a few very sick people out there that don’t 

do their best to avoid it.   

 Some calendar dates always raise the (Pre-Apocalyptic Tension Disorder) PATD level 

which is odd, because with all the dozens of different cultural calendars and ways of marking time, 

it seems exclusive to pick one and get all in a huff over it. For us this year is 2020. For Armenians, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfXmLSdB3GY
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1461. For Baha’ists it is only 177.  The Buddhists call it at 2563. The Hebrew calendar says 5780. 

Islam says it’s only 1441, while the Assyrian calendar claims it is 6771. Three different Hindu 

calendars claim variously 2072, 1941, or 5122. The Holocene calendar says it is 12020 and Unix 

time is up around 1,604,950,868 or year 51.  In a way, the question that doctors and psychiatrists 

use to test patients for lucidity, (what year is it?) is kind of tricky. 

 According to legend, on the last day of 999, Europe fell ill to a fit of terrible millennial 

panic.  Truthfully, “The Terrors of the Year 1000”, as they were called, dated back only to the 

16th century when a Vatican historian made them up.  In the 9th and 10th centuries, any speculation 

about the timing of the end of the world, was regarded by the Church as heresy, and the Church 

went to extreme lengths to avoid millennial panic. 

 The Anno Domini calendar was adopted for this reason.  The former Anno Mundi 

calendar had reached its 5900’s, and was dangerously close to the year 6000 which was regarded 

as the length of world history from creation to the end of the 1000 years of Christ’s reign on earth. 

 You might remember a lot of hoopla around the year 2000.  Some folks got downright 

antisocial with their PATD.  Aum Shinrikyo and his cult in Japan tried to escalate the final days, 

with the Tokyo subway sarin gas attack.  It is interesting how some fringe groups are always 

trying to help a poor little deity get things right.  If they could just be patient, there are lots of 

other possibilities out there for TEOTWAWKI.  The Yellowstone Supervolcano is always 

perking, and a tectonic plate shift could cave in the Canary Islands triggering a tsunami that would 

come all the way across the Atlantic and slop over the Appalachians.  The New Madrid Fault 

could just as easily become a rift valley separating the contiguous 48 states, east and west.  There 

are a variety of nuclear mischiefs that we can rain down on ourselves, and if we have time, the 

asteroid, 99942 Apophis, is scheduled to come close enough in 2026 to threaten a direct hit on its 

next pass in 2039.   

 The distances are astronomical, but a direct hit from a large solar flare would produce an 

electromagnetic pulse that would pretty well turn everything off for a couple of years, long enough 

to wipe out civilization.   There are a few folks on the planet right now that would like to do the 

same thing.  And I’ve heard that if the wrong kind of nanotechnology gets loose, everything on 

the planet will get eaten by microscopic artificial intelligences and turn into Smart Gray Goo. With 

all of that, it is still the truth, that our odds of experiencing TEOTWAWKI personally, are highest 

in an automobile.  If I knew that I was guaranteed to live to 1000 years of age naturally, I would 

never set foot in a car.   

 Those who study this stuff, tend to agree that PATD is a common response to disorienting 

change.  Apocalypses abounded in Persia as its ancient pastoral society gave way to a brutal 

warfare state. In the Middle Ages, the fall of feudalism and the rise of urban populations made 

everyone nervously anticipate the worst world ending scenarios. 

 Even wonderful new innovations with unforeseen circumstances cause nervousness and 

fear about the future.  

 Consider the Apocalyptic Potato, a good thing, a wonderful stimulus to civilization 

imported to the world, and changing the world, thanks to the indigenous Native Americans, who 

cultivated it, and Columbian shipping and commerce. Potatoes eased starvation, raised birth rates, 

promoted unanticipated population growth, enhanced craft specialization, and invention, expanded 

the marketplace, and fueled an Industrial Revolution.  That’s a lot of global impact for a lowly 

spud.  I wonder if a microchip or a new virus would change anything?  What do you think? Well, 

it’s not the end of the world. 
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 “We are stardust, we are golden…And we’ve got to get ourselves back to the Garden…” 

(Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young).   Yes, they were special, this enlightened generation.  Their 

new vision would sweep away the rigid old order of their fathers with a 20th Century renaissance 

promising hope and progress for future generations. When their mantle of responsibility was 

assumed, a new world would be born. 

 New thought spawned a youth culture embracing vegetarianism, herbal healing, communal 

living, sexual libertinism, magical meditation, multicultural folklore, and occultism.  They cared 

about the environment and banned DDT, which was the equivalent of 3rd World Genocide. There 

is an unintended consequence. The death-rate score is:  DDT---zero, Unchecked malarial 

mosquito---millions.   Anyway, they emphasized organic health foods, promoted Earthdays, 

institutionalized child care, practiced pre-natal population control and euthanasia.  They 

nationalized health care, and instituted innumerable welfare programs, the federal takeover of 

education, and massive deficit spending.  Those were the days….the 1930’s in Germany.   

 What Every Ism offers, is fear of The End, the idea of a prodigious and heroic struggle 

against a demonized enemy, and then world-changing victory, followed by the golden age in   the 

garden of Eden. It is an old and devilish formula:  Promote the fear of an apocalypse, successfully 

survive a terrifying non-event, and take the next bus to Utopia.      

   Pre-Apocalyptic Tension Disorder is not confined to wealthy preppers, crazed 

survivalists, medieval peasants or totalitarian movements. The comfortable middle-class who are 

“woke,” would probably be shocked to think of themselves as exhibiting exterminatory drool, but 

you can’t help but notice that the politically correct often have rather violent ideas about what 

should happen to people who don’t agree with them.  “Isn’t that special?” 

 The word “apocalypse” means that which is disclosed or revealed. But nowadays when 

people use it they invariably mean something like a scary end of the world, and that often boils 

down to one thing: the removal of all imperfect human beings.  If you are not driving when the 

so-called rapture comes, its curtains for you, anyway. So get behind the wheel and wake up.  Trust 

God to lead the way to the party of His Future. The angels will be sent and the elect will be 

gathered. Our job is to be alert and awake to the joys and the grace of living in Christ in the present. 

      Simply be alert and ready for living without worrying.  Have fun. Learn how to do 

things from the Stone Age to the Space Age.  If you’re simple, try a little hi-tech.  It’s fun. If 

you’re a techie, go milk a cow and skin a catfish for supper.  Learn what you can, stay loose and 

rely on God. Then apocalypse---the next step will be revealed.  It is discovery! What are you 

afraid of? Alertly, look forward to the Party!   

 TEOTWAWKI?  That happens to me every night when I fall asleep:  The end of the old 

world. 

 APOCALYPSE?  That happens to me every morning when I wake up.  The new world is 

revealed.    

 Amen. 
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HYMN (Please remain seated) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 
 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, Our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, broke it 

and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat, this is my body given for you.  Do this in 

remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this in remembrance of me. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 
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COMMUNION 
 

The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in Eternal Life. 

 
POST COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS 
 

God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your 

abundant blessings.  Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, 

and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you 

have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 
  

Amen. 
  

  

BENEDICTION 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN (Please stand) 
  
 

 
 

Please be seated for the Postlude  
 

GO IN PEACE, SERVE THE WORLD 
 

OFFERING PLATE IN NARTHEX   
 

 

 

 

PSALM 19:14 
  

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 
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Dolores Abrego 

Rhonda Beamesderfer 

Bill Carty 

David Dukleth 

Morgan Durco 

Karen Estes 

Nanette Luker 

Kimberly McGarvey 

Jose Medrano 

Nila Peterson 

Larry Polzin  

Laura Ruthstrom 

Billy Sosa 

Uzo Uzo 

Michael Vaccaro 

Mim Wignes 

Julie Yanta 

and 

victims of CoVid-19 

 

 

 

 

Family & friends of  

Gene Remmert upon the  

completion of his life’s mission. 

  

WELCA NEWS 
 

WELCA will be taking donation year-round for the Houston Seafarers Christmas Box Program. 

Countless sailors pass through the Port of Houston every day and we seek to make them more 

comfortable by giving them boxes filled with the following: 
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Toothpaste Aspirin Small games 

Toothbrush Lotion Hard candy 

Combs Caps Kleenex 

Socks Notepads  Bactine 

Shampoo Pencils Playing cards 

Body soap     

 

These items can be dropped off in the annex. If possible, please include an empty shoe box. Thank 

you. 

Nancy Beamesderfer 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
  

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry has begun.  Unfortunately, we have not been able to meet in person, 

but thanks to many volunteers we have collected quite an array of shawls in all sizes, shapes, and 

colors. 
  

If you know anyone that would like a shawl, please let us know.  We will continue to work 

individually until such time as we can meet together. 

 

 
  

Wendy Lambeth (713) 854-1573 

  

  

Next  

COUNCIL MEETING 
  

  

  

Wednesday, December 9, 2020, at 1:15 PM in the Annex. 
  

  

Church Council 
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THIS WEEK AT HOLY CROSS 

30 MONDAY 1 TUESDAY  2 WEDNESDAY    3 THURSDAY 4 FRIDAY 5 SATURDAY 

 

 

11—12 noon 

ELC Chapel 

—WC 

  

4—5 pm   

Basketball 

group —FLC 

  

  

 

 

 

 

11—12 noon 

ELC Chapel  

—WC 

  

4—5 pm   

Basketball 

group —FLC 

  

 

 

 

9 am Men’s 

Breakfast 

  

10 am-12 pm ELC 

Kids in Action 

—FLC 

  

12 pm Bible study  

—FLCA 

  
  

4—5 pm  

Basketball group  

—FLC 
  

 

 

 

 

10 am-12 pm ELC 

Kids in Action 

—FLC 

  

  

4—5 pm Basketball 

group —FLC 
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

8 pm AA Women    

—FLCA 

  

 

 

  
 
6 pm Crafty 

Ladies Setup 

—FLC 
  

 

 

 

Crafty Ladies 

Sip and Shop  

—FLC 
  

  

10 am-12 pm 

WELCA 

General mtg. 

—FLCA 

  

4:30 pm   

Guitar class  

—CR 
  

  

  

  

  

6:00 pm  

Saturday  

Informal  

service—AT 

  

  

 
  

 

AT=Atrium, CR=Choir Room, FLC= Family Life Center, FLCA=Annex, Media Room=MR 

PL=Parking Lot, WC=Worship Center, YR=Youth Room, ELC=Early Learning Center 

 

POINSETTIAS 

It's time to think about decorating our Sanctuary!   

Poinsettia order forms will be available  Nov. 29 through Dec. 13. 

Order envelopes will be in the atrium.  

  

Just complete the form, and put your payment in the envelope and put 

the envelope in the basket. Poinsettias maybe be purchased “To the  

Glory of God”, “In Honor of” , or “In Memory of”. These always help 

make our Christmas Celebration so special. Thank you! 
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