h b c f a m i ly
F O RT Y d ay s o f
p r ay e r

August 1
READ: MATTHEW 6:5-13
Hypocrisy. We have no greater enemy. Jesus called out the “spiritual
mask-wearers.” He reserved His harshest criticism for hypocrites,
mask-wearers. If we are going to pray, we have to take our spiritual
masks off. The reason some of us have never prayed effectively is that
we still come to Jesus trying to be something we are not.
Wearing a mask, pretending to be something we are not, and trying
to look more spiritual than we are should be unimaginable to a child
of God. It is futile. The God we serve knows us inside and out. We can
hide from others but not from Him. It is completely unnecessary. Our
Heavenly Father has already accepted us in Christ Jesus so we have
no need to impress Him with our pretend righteousness. It is
unloving. Pride is at the heart of our hypocrisy. We want others to
think certain things about us.
While all of that is true, why begin a prayer guide with this
conversation? It is simple really. In our text for the day, Jesus taught
His followers how to pray. Before giving them a model prayer to go
by, He talked to them about the condition their hearts should be in
when they pray. He was not condemning public prayer, but
dishonest prayer, empty prayer, hypocritical prayer offered to make
the ones praying look better than they really are.
One of the most liberating things for me was realizing that God
knows me and wants me to come to Him just like I am. I can be real in
His presence. I can tell Him what I am struggling with, what I am
afraid of, what I need. I have to remember that He is God and I am not,
but I don’t have to use fancy or spiritual sounding language. He
invites me to bring everything to Him and just be real in His presence.
Just talk to Him. He loves you, and He listens.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Ask the Lord for the freedom to just begin talking to Him. Thank Him
for accepting you because of Jesus Christ and ask Him to teach you
how to pray honestly and openly about whatever is on your heart.
Don’t hide. Don’t pretend. Be reverent and remember that you are
talking to God, but be you. Talk to Him about what you are thinking.
He knows you anyway.

August 2
READ: MATTHEW 6:5-13
No, I didn’t forget to give you a new passage to read today. I want you
to meditate on this one for these first few days. It is amazing to
consider how Jesus taught us to begin our prayers. “Our Father who
is in heaven…” It is a simple beginning and one that is easy to turn
into an opening we do not even think about — until we do think
about it. Why did He start there? Why do we call Him Father? What
right do we have to call Him that or to consider ourselves His
children?
I have no right to call God my Father. I have no right to ask Him for
anything. I have no standing before Him that even gives me the right
to approach Him at all. I am sinful, and my sin separated me from
Him. And all of that is true — before Christ. But remember what the
Scripture says.
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, even to those who believe in His name…
John 1:12
For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but
you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out,
“Abba! Father!”
Romans 8:15
Here is what that means to me. When I received Christ Jesus as my
Lord and Savior by placing my trust in Him and His finished work on
my behalf, the Father declared me to be His Son and gave me the
spirit of adoption as a son by which I now cry out “Abba! Father!” I
have standing before Him and the right and privilege to approach
His throne because He was willing to let His Son die on the cross in
my place. He has redeemed me from my sin and called me His. You,
too, have been redeemed if you have come to the Father through His
Son. Because of Him (not because of you), you have standing before
the Father and you can approach His throne.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Take a few minutes before you begin to pray and think about the awful
death Christ did not deserve but chose so you might be saved. Think
about what it was like for the Father to watch His Son die for you. Think
about the amazing privilege He has given you by His grace to come
into His presence and call Him “my Father.” Now, talk to Him. Thank Him
for willingly offering His Son in your place. Thank Him for adopting you
into His family and calling you His own. Thank Him for your new
identity and your new name - Redeemed.

August 3
READ: MATTHEW 6:5-13
Jesus did not just teach us to call Him “Our Father,” but He taught us
to call Him “Our Father who is in heaven.” Every father understands
wanting to give a child something it is just not in his power to give.
That is not something God has ever had to face. He is “Our Father
who is in heaven.” There is nothing too big or too hard for Him. We
never have to worry about His not being there for us. He knows
everything we need, even before we ask Him (Matthew 6:32). If that
is true, then why pray?
First, there is mystery to this thing called prayer. I do not understand
it all, but what I know is that God has determined to work in response
to the praying of His people. Second, when I pray, I honor Him by
demonstrating my faith. He is God, and I am not. He is God, and I
need Him. He is God, and I can trust Him to meet my need. He is my
loving Heavenly Father who has called me His own, and it blesses
Him when I bring everything to Him. Finally, prayer increases my
faith because it reminds me that He is great, He is powerful, He is
loving, He is welcoming, and He is enough.
Before it is anything else, prayer is an act of worship. When I pray,
even though I do not understand how it all works, I honor the God to
whom I pray.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Talk to God. Go ahead and admit to Him that you don’t understand
everything there is to know about prayer. Take some time just to
acknowledge that He is God and to admit how desperately you need
Him. Ask Him to be honored by your praying. Express your desire to
worship Him and pick out one aspect of His character and praise Him
because He is loving, gracious, patient, forgiving, merciful. Think about
how you have seen that attribute in Him and thank Him for specific
ways you have seen Him be that to you.

August 4
READ: MATTHEW 6:5-13
Okay, one more time. Read through and meditate on the passage,
and then let’s go back to the beginning. Jesus taught us to pray, “Our
Father who is in heaven.” If what we said yesterday is true, and it is,
then there is nothing too big or too small to bring to Him. He is our
Father “in heaven.” Everything is beneath His feet. Nothing is too hard
for Him. So we can bring anything to Him.
Jesus taught us to bring it all to Him. He taught us to pray about “our
daily bread.” We pray about the physical provisions we need. He
taught us to pray about the temptations we face, the sin we need to
be forgiven for, and the forgiveness we need to show. We pray about
the spiritual issues in our lives. We bring it all to Him.
Because He is our Father, there is nothing so small in our lives that it
does not concern Him. Do not ever see anything as so insignificant
that you think it is not worth bothering Him about. He cares about it
all. Because He is our Father in heaven, there is nothing too big to
bring to Him. Even if it is over your head, it is under His feet.
John Newton who wrote Amazing Grace wrote these words in
another Hymn.
Thou art coming to a King,
Large petitions with thee bring;
For His grace and power are such,
None can ever ask too much;
None can ever ask too much.
Remember those lines when you bring your personal prayers to Him
and when we begin to pray for our church family.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Take a minute and talk to God about the smallest things that are on
your heart today. Then think about the biggest thing you are facing.
Talk to Him about that, too. Remember, He loves you and does not
demand big or fancy words. Just tell Him about it, whatever it is.

P r ay i n g f o r t h e
h i g h l a n d f a m i ly
With the first four days as a foundation for our praying, we need to
get a little more specific. In the book of Joshua, the Lord led Joshua
and the Children of Israel to march around the city of Jericho once a
day for six days and then to march around it seven times on the
seventh day. You know the story. After the seventh time on the
seventh day, the priests blew the trumpets, the people of God
shouted, and the walls of Jericho fell.
It would be great if we could get our spiritual family together and
physically march around the building for seven days, not so the walls
would fall, but to pray for our church family. There is something to be
said for praying in and over specific places. That is why we prayer walk
cities, neighborhoods, schools. We physically identify with the people
we pray for in those places. As we pray, we think about the people
who will come there, about what they will do, and about how they
need God to meet them there.
I thought about that one Sunday morning and in the absence of a
physical march, the Lord gave me seven prayers that I prayed over
our church family. I would like to share those with you and invite you
to pray them with me.
If you are reading this on the right one of our forty days, it is Sunday
August 5th. Today, I will simply give you these seven prayers. Please
pray them over our worship services today. Ask God to bless our time
together regardless of which campus you worship on.
Then, for the next seven days, beginning on Monday, August 6th, I
want to modify these prayers and ask you to pray them in a more
general way over our church family.

August 5
Seven prayers for the Highland Baptist family of churches (all
campuses) as we gather for worship today. Take a few minutes,
meditate on them, and then pray them one at a time over us today.
1) “O’ Lord, please give to me and all of our people a longing, a hunger
for your presence.” As the deer pants for the water brooks, So my soul
pants for You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God; When
shall I come and appear before God?” -Psalm 42:1-2
2) “Starting with me and our worship leadership team, let us have
clean hands and pure hearts that we might lead your people to ascend
the hill of the Lord and stand in Your holy place.” Who may ascend into
the hill of the Lord? And who may stand in His holy place? He who has
clean hands and a pure heart…” -Psalm 24:3-4
3) “Let us all come to worship today waiting on You, looking to You,
and expecting You to meet us there and to do Your work in us.” The
Lord is good to those who wait for Him, To the person who seeks Him.
-Lamentations 3:25
4) “Please manifest Your presence among us today. Show us Your glory
and arrest us in Your presence, that we might know we have been with
You.” Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the
Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses was not able to enter the tent of
meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the Lord
filled the tabernacle. -Exodus 40:34-35
5) “Anoint those of us who lead and those who join us in worship with
a fresh anointing that Your purpose might be fulfilled in us.”
6) “Do not let us be guilty of quenching Your Holy Spirit today by
failing or refusing to respond to Your Word.” Do not quench the Spirit;
20 do not despise prophetic utterances. -Thessalonians 5:19-20
7) “May we respond O’Lord as Isaiah responded by placing ourselves at
Your disposal. Let us enter in expectation and leave in surrender.” Then
I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will
go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!” -Isaiah 6:8

August 6
“O Lord, please give everyone from the Highland family of churches a
longing and a hunger for your presence.”
As the deer pants for the water brooks,
So my soul pants for You, O God.
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God;
When shall I come and appear before God?
Psalm 42:1-2
We begin with a prayer that the longing of our hearts would be the
manifest presence of God. It is a simple truth of Scripture that we are
never out of the presence of God. In Psalm 139, David asked two
questions. “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from
Your presence?” Then he answered his own question by declaring
that there was nowhere he could go. However, we often live without
the “manifest presence.” In other words, we live so much of our lives
without His presence being real to us.
There are many reasons why we live so much of our lives with no real
sense of God’s presence. We have sin that we have not confessed and
forsaken. We are distracted by a thousand things that may not be bad
but that take our attention away from the best things, including an
awareness of His presence. But I think the biggest reason may be that
we just don’t desire His presence like we should. We are not
desperate for Him like the deer in the psalm was for the water. The
Psalmist was remembering a time when he led people into the
presence of God with great joy, and he was desperate to know the
reality of God’s presence like that again.
Whether we are in worship as a church family, spending time alone
with the Lord, spending time with our family, taking care of business
at work, or engaged in any other activity, the prayer, the longing, the
hunger of our hearts should always be for the manifest presence of
God.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Ask God to make His presence real to you today. Ask Him to make His
presence real to your fellow church members today. Choose a few of
them, and pray that prayer for them specifically. Ask the Lord to
remind us of times when we did experience that sense of His presence
and to make us hungry — desperate even — to experience Him like
that again. Ask Him to make that hunger the constant reality of your
life.

August 7
“Lord, let us have clean hands and pure hearts that we might ascend
the hill of the Lord and stand in Your holy place.”
Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord?
And who may stand in His holy place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart…
Psalm 24:3-4
Psalm 24 is a Messianic Psalm that prophesied about the second
coming of the Savior; however, there is a spiritual principle we must
not miss. Pursuing the presence of the Lord demands that we come
before Him with clean hands and pure hearts. In Exodus 3, as Moses
approached the burning bush where God appeared to Him, the Lord
said, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” Anywhere we
stand in the presence of God is holy ground, which means that we
need to live before the Lord with clean hands and pure hearts.
“Clean hands” suggest that our behavior is right, that we are living
holy lives and honoring the Lord with the choices we make. “Pure
hearts” suggest that we are just as clean on the inside as we are on
the outside. In fact, what we are on the outside comes from who we
are on the inside.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Pray for the Holy Spirit of God to show us our hearts and hands today
as He sees them. Ask Him to lead us to a place of deep brokenness,
honest confession, and sincere repentance over our sin. Take time in
His presence to pray that prayer over yourself and let Him begin that
cleansing work in you.

August 8
“Let us all live today waiting on You, looking to You, and expecting
You to do Your work in us.”
The Lord is good to those who wait for Him,
To the person who seeks Him.
Lamentations 3:25
What are you praying for? What are you are asking God to do in your
life? I know what I have suggested you pray for in these days, but
what are you asking God to do personally in you and for you?
Learning to wait on the Lord for those things can be hard, painful
even, because everything in us argues against waiting. We are
impatient. We want God to grant our requests…NOW! The truth is
that He has never promised to work on our timetables.
We have to learn how to pray and then wait, looking expectantly for
the Lord to work. It can be counterintuitive. The reason is because we
have such a small, limited understanding of prayer. We want what we
want. He wants us to want Him. At its core, prayer is not about
getting God on our agenda as much as it is about our getting on His
agenda.
We pray and then we look, not with a casual glance but a continual
gaze to our God for His answer. That waiting and looking and
expecting keeps us fixed on Him. It makes Him the center of our
attention. When He is the center of our universe and we live for His
glory alone, He will have done His greatest work in us.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Ask the Lord to help you fix your gaze on Him. Ask Him to teach you
how to wait on Him, to trust His timing, and to live in constant
expectation. Ask Him to forgive you for taking your eyes off of Him,
and ask Him to make Himself the center of your universe and to teach
you how to look for Him more than for what He can do for you.

August 9
“Please manifest Your presence among us today. Show us Your glory
and arrest us in Your presence, that we might know we have been
with You.”
Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the
Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses was not able to enter the tent of
meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the
Lord filled the tabernacle.
Exodus 40:34-35
I didn’t modify this prayer. It doesn’t need modification. We certainly
need to pray it when we come to worship on Sunday, but it applies all
the time. Think about it. When was the last time God stopped you in
your tracks and just buried you under the weight of His glory and
goodness? Was it when you heard a testimony of His grace in
someone’s life? What about when He provided for a financial need in
a way you totally didn’t see coming? Or maybe it was when someone
encouraged you in a way they couldn’t possibly have known you
needed it. Was it when you were reading the Bible and the Holy Spirit
just stopped you and showed you something about God or about
yourself or about your situation that you desperately needed at that
moment? It should happen every time we open His Word and know
He is speaking to us. We should be completely overwhelmed when
we think about the cross where Jesus endured the wrath of God in
our place and purchased our redemption with His own blood. We
should be completely awestruck when we realize that the Father
declared Jesus, once and for all, to be the Son of God by the power of
His resurrection. We should never get over how He saved us and
made us new by His grace.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Just stop and think about some of those things. Give yourself time to
let them sink down deeply into your heart so that they are not passing
glances for you. Now, pray and ask the Father to do something in your
life and in the life of our church family that leaves us completely
overwhelmed in His presence and aware that no one but our God
could have done it.

August 10
“Give us a fresh anointing that Your purpose might be fulfilled in us.”
In the Bible, priests were anointed when they were set apart as
priests. Anointing them with oil symbolized the calling of God and
the power of His Spirit to fulfill that calling. The word was also used to
describe something being prepared. In Mark 14, Jesus described
Mary of Bethany who anointed His feet with the precious ointment
as preparing Him for the day of His burial.
When we pray and ask God to anoint us, we are asking Him to set us
apart for His purpose and to prepare us to live out that purpose. In
other words, we are asking Him to equip and empower us for
whatever He asks of us.
Regardless of what it means for you to walk out His purpose in your
life, one thing is certain. You cannot do it in your own strength. We
find ourselves in trouble and we fail miserably when we try to live for
Him without relying on Him. It is foolish for me to try to preach in my
own wisdom and strength. We will never be as effective as we should
be at leading our families spiritually without His anointing. We can’t
witness, worship, obey His word, give, show mercy, live with joy, or
love others without the anointing of His Holy Spirit.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Ask God to give you and your Highland family of churches a fresh
anointing that we might live out His purpose. Ask Him to equip us, to
set us apart for His exclusive use, and to empower us for service. Ask
Him to anoint you personally for whatever He knows you will face
today.

August 11
“Do not let us be guilty of quenching Your Holy Spirit today by failing
or refusing to respond to Your Word.”
Do not quench the Spirit; 20 do not despise prophetic utterances.
1 Thessalonians 5:19-20
When Paul wrote those words, the believers he was addressing didn’t
have what we enjoy today, the full and complete New Testament by
which they could evaluate and determine if someone who was
preaching to them was preaching the truth. Paul called them to
examine everything carefully but warned them about “quenching
the Spirit” and tied it to “despising prophetic utterances.” In the
interest of time and space, I will summarize that phrase like this.
“Prophetic utterances” was Paul’s way of describing the preaching of
the Word.
It was then and is today essential that we listen with discernment,
making sure that what we are hearing is in fact the word of God.
When it is, we are to obey what we hear. When we do not obey, we
quench the work the Holy Spirit is trying to accomplish in our lives.
Regardless of how we hear the word, it is a dangerous thing to fail or
refuse to obey the word. James said that when we do, we are hearers
only and not doers and that we delude and deceive ourselves. As
followers of Christ, we are to hear the word and do the word.
Otherwise we are guilty of quenching the Spirit.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Ask God to show you anywhere you have quenched the Spirit in your
own life by not obeying His word to you. Confess anything He shows
you and repent. Then, pray for yourself and for your fellow believers
that no one would hear the word and refuse to obey.

August 12
PRAYER PROMPT
“May we respond O’Lord as Isaiah responded by placing ourselves at
Your disposal. Let us enter in expectation and leave in surrender.”
Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and
who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!”
Isaiah 6:8
That prayer is a great prayer to pray when we come to worship. Since
it is Sunday again, pray that for yourself and for our Highland family
of churches. Ask God to let us come into His presence in expectation.
Ask Him to prepare our hearts and make us alert to whatever He
chooses to do in us today. Ask Him not to let us come to worship and
leave like we came.
The way not to leave unchanged is to “put our YES on the table”
before we even know what He will ask. He is God. He made us. He
owns us. We are accountable to Him. He has the right to ask us for
anything. That is what it means to call Him Lord.
Isaiah entered God’s presence in great need. He heard God’s voice
and put His “YES on the table.” Ask God to make that true of you and
then come into worship today in expectation, determined to leave in
surrender.

August 13
PRAYING FOR OUR PHYSICAL GROWTH
When we think about praying for the church, the idea of praying for
the physical, numerical growth of the church makes us a little
squeamish. It feels a little self-serving, a little unseemly (Honestly, I’ve
never understood that word entirely, but it seems to fit in this
context.), and a little unspiritual. Is that the way it should be? Should
we be concerned about how many people are engaged in small
groups or about whether the crowd is up or down in a worship
service? I think the answer is “yes” and “no.”
Yes, we should care about those things. In fact, caring about the
growth of the church puts us in really good company. The book of
Acts records the growth of the early church. Sometimes it gives us
numbers like the three thousand who were saved on the day of
Pentecost or that there were about five thousand men who had
believed by the time we get to Acts 4. Sometimes it gives us summary
statements like Acts 6:7. “The word of God kept on spreading; and the
number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem,
and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith.”
The Holy Spirit thought it was important enough to have Luke record
it for us, so praying for it must not be as unseemly as it seems.
No, that should never be all we care about. One of the reasons we
don’t like to pray for growth in the church is because as soon as we
suggest it, some recreational complainer will accuse us of only caring
about numbers. May we never be guilty of reducing the great life of
the church to numbers on a report. May we never be guilty of
idolatry, sacrificing truth or commitment on the altar of numbers. We
should always keep numerical growth in its place as one metric of
success among many others.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
As you pray today, ask God to give us the wisdom to always see
numerical growth in its proper context. Ask that He would never let us
make idols out of attendance counts or bank accounts. But do ask God
to grant us growth for the right reasons and in the right way. Ask Him
to show you where you need to step up your own commitment to His
church or where you need to step in and serve to help it grow.

August 14
PRAYING FOR OUR SPIRITUAL GROWTH
READ: LUKE 9:57-62
Praying for our spiritual growth is easier. It feels more spiritual and
sounds more humble. But when we pray for spiritual growth, we
need to be careful what we ask for. Sometimes we are guilty of
thinking that because our sin debt was paid in full by Christ’s death
on the cross, that’s it. We don’t think it costs us anything to follow
Christ. And it is true. We cannot save ourselves. We are saved by
grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. Period. But the call
to follow Christ is a call to discipleship and discipleship comes at a
cost. It costs us everything.
As we embark upon discipleship we surrender ourselves to Christ in
union with his death—we give over our lives to death. Thus it
begins; the cross is not the terrible end to an otherwise god-fearing
and happy life, but it meets us at the beginning of our communion
with Christ. When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
We don’t like long-term contracts. We have an aversion to standing
commitments. We prefer conditional surrender. “Lord, I will follow
You if…” “Lord, I will follow You when…” “Lord, I will follow You,
but…” On the shore of the Sea of Galilee, after the resurrection,
Jesus confronted Peter and pinned all of that to the ground. He told
this disciple that following Him would cost him his life. Jesus
candidly told him how his life would end if he followed and presented him with a choice. Peter chose to follow.
What conditions have you placed on your surrender? What part of
your life are you holding back from Him? What rooms in the house
of your heart have you told Him He cannot go in?

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Ask the Lord to show you any area of your life where you have
intentionally or unintentionally put a condition on your surrender. You
probably don’t need Him to show you. You already know. Ask Him to
forgive you. Open the door to that part of your heart and invite Him in
— not as a guest, but as Lord.

August 15
PRAYING FOR THE GROWTH OF OUR MISSION
Our calling as disciples, followers of Christ, is to make disciples. We
call it the Great Commission.
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age.
Matthew 28:19-20
For Jesus, it was what He expected of them. I think it goes without
saying, but I will say it anyway. That is still what He expects of His
church. Fulfilling that mission is what we do. Let’s put it another way.
We exist to make multiplying disciples who are committed
to faithfully serving Christ through His Church.
If it is true that Jesus expects that of His church, and if I am part of
His church, I have to ask myself if I am making disciples. Am I
engaged in helping people know Christ as someone helped me
know Him? Am I, right now, actively engaged in helping someone
else follow Jesus? Am I investing in anyone’s life to help them
become fully devoted to Christ?
Not long ago, one of our Southern Baptist leaders said this.
If you say you are following Jesus but are not helping others to
know and follow Jesus then I don’t know what you mean when you
say “I follow Jesus.”
Mark Dever

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
As you pray for your church family today, draw a circle around one
church member. You. And ask God if all of the church members inside
that circle are being obedient to His disciple making call? If not, ask
Him to forgive you for your disobedience. Ask Him to give you a heart
to help others know and follow Jesus. If you don’t know how, ask Him
to give you the courage to ask someone to help you get started..

August 16
We have been called to make disciples. Understanding that like we
talked about yesterday is important, but real understanding should
lead to application. In order to be successful disciple makers, we
have to start. It’s not complicated or deep. We just have to start.
Where do we start? We start by having simple conversations with
people.
In John 1, Andrew went and found his brother Simon (Peter). Philip
went and found his friend Nathanael. In John 3, Nicodemus came
and found Jesus. In John 4, Jesus sat down by the well and talked to
the first person who walked up. In Luke 19, Jesus walked under the
tree limb of a man who was looking for Him. In Acts 3, Peter and
John met a lame beggar by the gate as they went into the temple to
worship. In Acts 16, Paul and Silas met a noble woman down by the
river, a slave girl who followed them around, and a jailer whose life
they saved by not running away when God opened their jail doors.
All of them were led to faith in Christ. In Acts 17, Paul went to Mars
Hill and engaged the intellectuals of the city in conversation.
The bottom line is, people who need Jesus are everywhere. They are
in restaurants, at ball fields, in classrooms, and in the next office. We
just have to open our eyes and look for them, and when we see
them, we have to talk to them. Engage them in conversation.
Discipling others begins when we simply talk to people who need to
know Jesus, people who need encouragement, people who need to
grow in their walk, people who just need friends.
The conversation doesn’t have to be difficult. Ask them to tell you
their story. Be willing to share yours. Ask about their spiritual
journey. Be willing to share yours. Ask how you can pray for them.
Tell them how they can pray for you if they ask. Ask them if they
would like to meet with you regularly to read the Bible together, to
read a book together, and to pray together. Some might not, but
many will.

The Holy Spirit will guide you when it is time to have a full gospel
conversation. When that time comes, ask the Holy Spirit to guide you
and then tell them what you know. Tell them about how you gave your
life to Christ. Just talk to them about Jesus and the difference He
makes.
It is not complicated or difficult. It is just about building a relationship
with someone. Just go find somebody and talk to them.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Ask the Lord to open your eyes today and show you a Samaritan
woman next to a well in your life. Ask Him to give you the courage to
simply begin a conversation with him or her. Ask Him to guide that
conversation and give you the words to say. Ask Him to prompt you
when it is time to share the gospel. Ask Him to take away your fear or
use you in spite of your fear and to make a disciple-maker out of you.

August 17
PRAYING FOR THE GROWTH OF OUR VISION
As a church, we believe God has set before us some ways He wants us
to fulfill His Great Commission. As we have talked about the last two
days, we exist to make multiplying disciples. Ultimately, those
multiplying disciples become a great force that “serves toward the
renewal of our cities, plants churches, and takes the gospel to the
world.” That process of intentionally multiplying disciples is the way
we introduce people to the Savior and help them become His fully
devoted followers. However, that process will also equip them to do
what He has called us to do.
Paul told the Thessalonians to pray toward that end.
Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread
rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you;
2 Thessalonians 3:1
That needs to be our prayer — that God would use us toward the
rapid spread of the gospel and that the gospel would magnify Christ
Jesus in other lives, just as it has in ours.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Ask the Lord to show us how we need to continue engaging people
and meeting their needs in our cities. Ask Him what is next for us in
practical service to the needs around us. Pray for Him to show us
where our next church planting/revitalization efforts need to be?
Where is the next Broadway? Where is the next Seattle? Ask Him to
show us where we need to engage around the world for the glory of
God and the gospel. Ask Him to make His will known to our leadership
team and to all of us.

August 18
READ THIS PRAYER OUT LOUD TODAY. MEDITATE
ON IT. PRAY IT OVER OUR CHURCH FAMILY.
PERSONALIZE IT AND PRAY IT FOR YOURSELF.
O God, please allow our family of churches to keep its eyes on the
mission You have set before us. Forgive us Lord for the carelessness
with which we treat our calling and for our complacency. Drive us
deeply into the soil of Your Word. Anchor us to the truth of the gospel
and let us live and serve out of the overflow of the gospel. Teach us
how to apply the gospel to our own lives and how to share the gospel
in simple conversations.
Please keep us from getting sidetracked by things that are not as
important as the gospel. Don’t let us worship at the altar of our
personal preferences, our petty idols, or the piety of our own religion.
May we esteem each other as more important than ourselves. May we
value unity in the church that is built around Christ and the gospel.
May we consider the glory of our Savior our greatest goal and the
proclamation of the gospel our greatest success.
Show us individually how to be disciples, but not just disciples,
multiplying disciples. Please don’t ever let us be satisfied until the
evangelized become the evangelists. Don’t let us rest until we are
making disciples who make disciples who make disciples. Compel us
by Your love, Lord, until we are doing that all over the Shoals and
around the world. Give us vision that moves us to the edge of our
seats. Make it big enough that we have no choice but to lean harder
into Your heart. Give us the resources, the creativity, and the strategic
thinking necessary to fulfill that calling.

Father, I pray that you will give us people, those you raise up to new
levels of commitment from within our family of churches and those
you send to us from outside. You know the people we need to do what
you have given us to do. Raise them up, Lord. Send them to us, Lord.
Give us givers. Give us creatives. Give us thinkers. Give us doers. Give us
leaders. Most of all, give us people who pursue a passionate personal
walk with You. Give us people with a heart for Your word and for
prayer. Give us people who are spiritually hungry. Give us people with
a holy dissatisfaction that drives them deeper into You.
May it be true of all of our family of churches that we are holy men and
women of God. May we reflect Your glory and show people around us
the difference You make in our lives.
O Lord, even as we think about worship with our church family
tomorrow, let us pray with urgency, look forward with expectation,
and be satisfied with nothing less than Your best in our lives.

August 19
Today’s prayer guide is more of a challenge than a prayer guide.
Hopefully, it will launch you into a great season of very specific
prayer. Most days from here on out, there will be an extra prayer
prompt specifically about this call to prayer.
Three weeks from today, on all of our campuses, we will begin a
brand new preaching series from the book of Exodus. From that
second book in the Bible, we will be reminded of the gospel, God’s
amazing plan of redemption. We will experience His compassion as
He hears us when we cry out from our bondage. We will see how He
rescues us from the spiritual slavery of our sin. We will come to
understand a little more about the victory God has promised us.
And we will see beautiful pictures of Christ Jesus, our redeemer.
I certainly want to challenge you to be here on that day so we can
begin the journey together. If you have been disconnected from
your small group, it will be a great day to get back in. If your pattern
of worship attendance has demonstrated something less than
serious commitment, it would be great day to recommit yourself
and step up your game. There is no reason we cannot fill the house
for worship on that day.
However, there is more. Please begin today asking God to show you
someone, at least one someone, who needs to know Christ Jesus in
a personal way, someone who needs Jesus. Begin today praying for
them and for ways to connect with them so you can share the
gospel. Ask Him to show you ways you can invest in their lives. Then,
invite them to join you on that day, September 9, for worship. Invite
them to your small group.

Ask God to show you believers who, for one reason or another, have
gotten disconnected from the people of God. Maybe they are
members here. Maybe not. Either way, they need to be involved in the
fellowship of the church. Ask God to show you ways to connect with
them and to invest in their lives. Then invite them to join you on
September 9.
Write their names below. Write them somewhere else as well, maybe
in the flyleaf of your Bible. Then begin to pray daily for them. Ask God
to use you in reaching them with the gospel for His glory.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
That is your prayer prompt for the day. If you need one more, pray for
Allen, Ethan, and me as we make final preparation to begin this series.
I am praying for…
1) _____________________________________
2) _____________________________________
3) _____________________________________

August 20
READ: JOHN 4:1-45
In John 4, Jesus met the woman at the well in Samaria. It is a very
well-known passage about the conversation Jesus had with a woman
whose sinful choices in life left her empty, probably lonely, broken
inside, and certainly with a thirst nothing else had ever satisfied.
Interestingly enough, the conversation happened while the disciples
had gone into the city to get food and Jesus was alone at the well.
Jesus began the conversation by asking the woman for a drink of
water, which led to a conversation about the living water only He
could give her. It ended with her heading into town to get other
people who might want to meet this man. That is about the time the
disciples got back. They saw Jesus talking to the woman and in John
4:27, John records that they were “amazed that He had been
speaking with a woman.” In their day, a conversation between a
Rabbi like Jesus and a woman, particularly a sinful, Samaritan woman
would have been astonishing. You can’t blame them for their
reaction.
However, in their concern for cultural acceptability and social norms,
they did not see this woman the way Jesus saw her. They saw her as a
woman to be ignored, a sinner to be dismissed, and just one who
didn’t really make much difference. What they did not realize is what
Jesus could do with one sinful woman. While they were standing
there trying to figure it out, one sinful woman, changed by her
encounter with Jesus was leading a whole crowd of broken people
out of the city to meet Jesus. They had been in the same city and all
they came back with was lunch.
How often do we see people and fail to really SEE them? How often
are we more concerned with our lunch than the waitress who serves
it to us? How often are we more concerned with the business deal
than the well dressed man next to us in the meeting? How often are
we more concerned with the performance of a young baseball player
than his broken-hearted single Mom? When will we start seeing
people the way Jesus sees them?

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Pray this prayer today. Pray it again tomorrow. Pray it every day until
God answers that prayer and changes your heart. “O God, open my
eyes and help me see people the way you see them. Let me see the
brokenness, the hurt, the longing, the need. Let me see the value you
see in others. Help me see them as people who stand in need of Your
grace and people you have placed in my path so they can experience
it.”

DO YOU KNOW WHO YOU ARE PRAYING FOR? IF YOU DO, TAKE TIME TO
PRAY FOR THEM BY NAME TODAY. IF NOT, ASK GOD TO SHOW YOU
PEOPLE WHO NEED HIM.

August 21
READ: JOHN 4:1-45
We are in a forty day season of prayer for our church. That means we
are in a forty day season of prayer for ourselves — not an institution,
not a building, but the people of God. So, we don’t need to leave this
story just yet. There is more here to consider.
Look at verse 27 specifically. It ends like this. “…yet no one said, ‘What
do you seek?’ or, ‘Why do you speak with her?’” I know there were
probably some legitimate reasons why they held their tongues and
didn’t ask, but does it strike you as odd that Jesus’s disciples saw Him
doing something that astonished them and yet they did not ask why?
Would you? Would you have asked Him? “Why are you talking to her?”
Wouldn’t you want to know? Jesus clearly wanted this to be a
teachable moment because John tells us how He seized the moment
to do exactly that in verses 32-38. But they were still concerned about
lunch. All they could manage to say was, “Rabbi, eat.”
Do you know your Savior’s heart? Why did He come?
For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.
Luke 19:10
Who does He want to save?
The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but
is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come
to repentance.
2 Peter 3:9
What about the people around you? “Those people,” the ones you
may have overlooked, the ones you may have seen as less than
valuable, the ones you know but have no idea about their spiritual
condition. Have you asked Him what He thinks about them? Have
you asked Him if He put you in their life for a reason?

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
As you pray today, ask Him. Ask Him something like this: “O Lord, open
my eyes to see Your heart for people who are strangers to Your grace.
Show me the depth of Your love for them. Show me what it means for
You to love them through me. Give me Your eyes, Your heart for the
people around me.” Meditate on that prayer. Pray it over a few times
until it genuinely becomes your prayer.

PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE GOD IS PLACING ON YOUR HEART. YOU MAY
ALREADY HAVE THEIR NAMES ON YOUR LIST. BE FAITHFUL TODAY IN
ASKING GOD TO WORK IN THEM.

August 22
READ: JOHN 4:1-45
As Jesus was teaching them in the latter part of this chapter, He tells
them, “…lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that they are white
for harvest.” We don’t know this for sure, but some scholars think He
took a proverb from the agricultural world of the day and used it to
point out the crowd of people the woman was bringing out to meet
Him.
There was an urgency in that exchange. A farmer waits months for
the time of harvest and when it comes, he has a limited amount of
time to get the harvest in. Jesus said to them, “It is harvest time.” The
time of harvest is now. Don’t miss it. Don’t be so concerned with
lunch. There is work to be done. The eternal destinies of men and
women hang in the balance and we have this moment, this harvest
season, to make sure they get to the Savior.
When we get to heaven, we will worship. We will talk to the Lord. We
will fellowship. The one thing we will not be able to do is bring
anybody else to Jesus. The season of harvest will be over. The
opportunity will be gone. We cannot afford to miss it. If we want the
people around us to come to Jesus, we must tell them — now.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Today, pray something like this. Pray it slowly. Pray it repeatedly. Pray it
thoughtfully. Pray it with desperation until it is very real to you. “O
Lord, open my eyes to see the people around me the way You see
them. Give me Your heart for them and don’t let me miss this season of
opportunity. O God, the harvest is here. Make me faithful in bringing
others to You.”

TAKE TIME TODAY TO PRAY FOR THOSE GOD HAS PUT ON YOUR HEART.
IF HE HASN’T SHOWN YOU ANYONE YET, ASK HIM AGAIN TO DO THAT
AND THEN SPEND THIS DAY WITH YOUR EYES OPEN EVERYWHERE YOU
GO TO THE PEOPLE HE BRINGS ACROSS YOUR PATH. TRUST HIM. HE
WILL SHOW YOU.

August 23
READ: JOHN 4:1-45
Let’s go back to the well outside the city in Samaria one more time.
“The one-eyed man is king in the land of the blind.” I don’t know who
said that first, but I do know where I heard it. Allen Tate, Campus
Pastor at The Well Church - Florence, teaches our students that truth.
Sometimes when we begin to think about making disciples, reaching
people with the gospel and walking with them until they are
devoted followers of Jesus, it can be intimidating. It is easy for us to
think we don’t know how. We don’t know enough. We haven’t been
through the class. No one has shown us how. The truth is, if you know
Jesus, you can start making disciples, and I can prove it to you.
In this Samaritan city, the one-eyed man (or in this case the one-eyed
woman) was king in the land of the blind. No one had ever taught
this woman how to be a disciple-maker. She hadn’t read the book.
She hadn’t taken the class. She just knew what that one conversation
with Jesus had meant in her life. She figured others in her town might
want to meet Him, too, so she went and led them to the well. John
records a powerful piece of this story.
Many more believed because of His word; and they were saying to
the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe,
for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the
Savior of the world.”
John 4:41-42
Please don’t miss this. “It is NO LONGER because of what you said that
we believe.” Their journey to Jesus started with what she told them.
She didn’t teach them a lesson in systematic theology. She spoke not
one word about Calvinism or Arminianism. She never said anything
about how to interpret the book of Revelation. She just told them
what she knew about Jesus.

Never forget this. If you know Jesus, you know more than someone
who doesn’t know Him. If you have walked with Him for any length of
time at all, you have what someone coming behind you needs. Just tell
them. Find someone, and tell them what Jesus has told you.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Pray this from a sincere heart today. “O Lord, I am not a theologian. I
am not an expert in the Jewish law or the Old Testament prophets. I
don’t understand the book of Revelation. I just know You, and You are
enough. Help me quit making excuses and accepting reasons from
myself about why I can’t. Just give me the courage to find someone
and tell them what I know about You.”

DON’T FORGET TO PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE ON YOUR HEART AND ON
YOUR LIST. HOPEFULLY THEY ARE ON BOTH, YOUR HEART AND YOUR
LIST.

August 24
Every day they pass me by
I can see it in their eyes
Empty people filled with care
Headed who knows where?
On they go through private pain
Living fear to fear
Laughter hides their silent cries
Only Jesus hears
We are called to take His light
To a world where wrong seems right
What could be too great a cost
For sharing life with one who's lost?
Through His love our hearts can feel
All the grief they bear
They must hear the words of life
Only we can share
People need the Lord
People need the Lord
At the end of broken dreams
He's the open door
People need the Lord
People need the Lord
When will we realize
That we must give our lives
For people need the Lord
It’s just an old song we don’t sing much anymore. It was written by
Greg Nelson and Phil McHugh and recorded by an artist named Steve
Green. I know music styles have moved on, but I hope we still believe
what it says, and I hope we never forget that truth. People really do
need the Lord.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Read through those lyrics a few times. Maybe go online and listen to it.
Then, in your own words, turn that song into a prayer to God. Ask Him
to break your heart with its truth.

August 25
READ THIS PRAYER OUT LOUD TODAY. MEDITATE
ON IT. PRAY IT OVER OUR CHURCH FAMILY.
PERSONALIZE IT AND PRAY IT FOR YOURSELF.
O Lord, take me to some wells where I can meet people who need
You. Open my eyes to see those divine appointments when they
come. Don’t let me be so busy with the stuff of my life that I miss
Samaritan women, people who are desperately longing for
something that will satisfy them. When their lives intersect with my
life, give me eyes to see their brokenness and ears to hear the cry of
their heart. Holy Spirit, help me see through the things they use to
hide behind and give me Your compassion and grace for them.
God please break my fixation on my “lunch.” Don’t ever let me be so
focused on the minor issues that I fail to see people in the process.
Don’t let me value social customs or religious traditions more than
the souls of men and women who need Jesus. Never let me look at
anyone as “less than” — less than myself, less than the religious
looking people I am quick to surround myself with. Never let me see
anyone as beyond the reach of Your grace or beneath my witness.
Never let me consider anyone as someone to be ignored, dismissed,
or overlooked.
Remind me daily that if, in my sin, I was not too lost for You to save,
no one else is either. Lord, wreck my shallow love for others by
showing me how great Your love is for them.
Remind me, O Lord, that people need You and that if I know You as I
claim, even if I don’t have all the answers, I have the one thing
someone else so desperately needs. Don’t let me be ashamed of the
gospel of Christ. Don’t let me forget that it is the power of God for the
salvation of every man. Make me eager to share the gospel.

As we worship today, remind the Highland family of churches that
when You wanted to get the gospel out, You raised up the church.
Press that call and the claims it makes on our lives on us. Let us feel the
weight of that calling.
Lord, make us aware of Your presence today. May we enter worship
with prepared hearts, expecting You to meet us there and may we
leave in surrender.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Pray for the people on your heart and list. Ask God to draw them to
Himself. Ask Him to make them open to your witness and to give you
courage as you share and as you invite them.

August 26
Today’s prayer guide is a reminder that we are praying for people the
Lord has put on our hearts, looking for ways to invest in their lives,
and inviting them to be our guests on September 9 (if not before)
when we begin the new series through the book of Exodus.
How are you doing? Has God laid someone on your heart yet? If you
have prayed and asked Him to, I feel sure He has by now. The
question is have you been looking expectantly for what He shows
you? If not, please begin today. Don’t let another day go by without
calling out to Him and asking Him to lead you to someone who
needs Him.
If He has shown you someone to pray for, have you begun investing
in their lives? If not, don’t let another day go by without doing that.
Invite them to lunch or to meet you for coffee. Take them to the
shooting range or for an afternoon on the boat. Go shopping. Offer
to babysit their kids. Send them an encouraging note. Do something
to build a relationship with them.
The people we pray for and try to share the gospel with are not
projects, but people. Be friends with them. Genuine friends. We really
do care about them. Be sure they know that.
Who has God put on your heart to pray for? Write their names here
again as a way of renewing your commitment to pray for them.
I am praying for…
1) _____________________________________
2) _____________________________________
3) _____________________________________

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Pray for whoever God has laid on your heart. Pray for opportunities to
connect. Pray for courage to speak when the time is right. Pray for their
salvation or for them to reengage in the church. Ask the Holy Spirit to
convict them and to guide them to the truth.

August 27
And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and
healing every disease and every affliction. 36 When he saw the
crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38
therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into his harvest.”
Matthew 9:35-38 ESV
Jesus taught His disciples some important things here. First, He
showed them what ministry looked like. He went from city to city
and from village to village meeting the needs of people and
preaching the gospel to them. Second, He let them get close
enough to catch His compassion for the crowds. Third, He taught
them that the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. There are
never enough workers in the fields of people, loving them, serving
them, and preaching in His name. Finally, He taught them that they
should “pray earnestly” to the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into His harvest.
And all of God’s people said, “AMEN!” We believe in that. We can get
behind that. We will pray for the Lord of the harvest to raise up
preachers, send out missionaries, and find people to serve. We will
do that every day and twice on Sunday. “Yes, Lord, send out
laborers!”
Be careful with that prayer. It can be a dangerous one.
Jesus asked them to pray that prayer at the end of Matthew 9. At the
beginning of Matthew 10, Jesus sent them out to work in the
harvest. Now, the gospel writers did not set out to write a
chronological history, so we don’t know if the beginning of chapter
ten comes immediately after the conversation at the end of chapter
nine. What we do know for sure is that the Biblical principle is clear.
The “pray-ers” are also the “go-ers.” He calls us to pray and to go.

Praying should imply surrender. If we are asking Him to send out
laborers into the harvest, shouldn’t we be willing to be the laborers He
sends? Think about that for a while.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Pray as Jesus taught His disciples to pray. “Lord of the harvest, the
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Please send laborers into
the harvest.” The people you are praying for and planning to share the
gospel with and inviting to church are part of that harvest. Ask the
Lord of the harvest how He wants you to reach them. “Heavenly Father,
Lord of the harvest, how can I reach the people you have placed on my
heart? How can I connect with them? How can I talk to them?” Take a
few minutes to sit quietly in His presence and listen for His answer.

PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE ON YOUR LIST BY NAME. ASK GOD FOR AN
OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE WITH THEM.

August 28
READ: ACTS 13:1-3
The men who signed our U.S. Declaration of Independence in 1776
knew what was at stake. They realized their stand for freedom could
cost them their lives. They were willing to lay everything on the altar
of freedom. That raises a great question for me, and it is not a
national question. It is a gospel question.
What have we laid on the altar so that other men and women, boys
and girls can know the message of His grace?
The church in Antioch was a great church. Today, they stand as a
great picture of what the church is supposed to be. They were a
diverse group. Their leaders were men from different places with
different backgrounds, different temperaments, and different gifts.
They had one thing in common and His name was Jesus. He had
changed their lives. They had become so convinced He was the Son
of God and their only hope of salvation that they had surrendered
their lives to Him. Individually, they were expendable to Him and
together, as a church, they were expendable. They placed
themselves at God’s disposal for God’s glory, and God used them as a
launching pad for the global mission of the gospel. They were the
sending church that sent Paul and Barnabas out to preach the gospel
and plant churches.
Are you expendable? Are we an expendable church?
That doesn’t mean we are careless or reckless about our lives or the
life of the church. It does mean we pray and say, “God, whatever it
takes to get the gospel out, we will do.” It does mean we pray, “We are
yours O Lord, spend us as you will for your glory and the gospel.”
Here is the question again. Think about it as you pray today.
What have we laid on the altar so that other men and women, boys
and girls can know the message of His grace?

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Pray this prayer slowly and out loud. Repeat it. Write it in the flyleaf of
your Bible and pray it every day until it becomes real to you. “O God,
help me in this moment to be utterly honest before You. Have I built a
wall around anything in my life to keep you from having it? Please
show me what I am holding back from you. As You show me, I will
confess my sin of idolatry, of loving something, anything more than I
love You. Forgive me for not submitting myself to Your Lordship, and
give me grace to place everything on the altar. Make me expendable
for Your glory and the gospel.”

HAVE YOU PRAYED FOR THE PEOPLE ON YOUR LIST? BE SURE YOU DO
THAT TODAY.

August 29
READ: ACTS 13:1-3 (AGAIN)
The church at Antioch is a model for us. They were expendable. They
placed themselves on the altar for God to use as He wanted to. We
need to be a church that lives with a culture of expendability, putting
everything on the altar for the glory of God and the gospel.
The church at Antioch understood three things. First, they knew God
owned it all. When we come to understand that He is our life, that we
are just His stewards, and that anything we hold in our hands should
be held loosely, we have begun to understand His ownership in our
lives.
The second thing we learn from the church in Antioch is that the God
who owns everything can ask us for whatever He wants. Because He
owns it all, I have no right to refuse Him. The phrase “No, Lord” is a
contradiction in terms. If He asks us for anything and we tell Him “No,”
we are not surrendered to His Lordship. When we truly give our lives
to Christ, we give Him an open invitation to come and go through
the thoroughfare of our lives and help Himself to anything He wants.
Finally, the church in Antioch teaches us that the God who owns it all
and who can ask for whatever He wants from us is a God who
deserves our very best. He asked them to set apart and send out two
of their most popular, beloved, and effective teachers. They were two
of the leaders God had used to make the church at Antioch thrive.
Now, the Lord asked them to send them out.
In 1 Corinthians 6:20, Paul told the Corinthians believers, “For you
have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.” It
is simple really. The price with which we were bought was the price
of the blood of Christ. His death as our substitute, bearing the wrath
of God for us, qualifies Him to ask us for anything He wants, and it
demands our surrender. If that is not enough for you, the fact that He
did that because He loved you — because He loved you (let that sink
in for a minute) — should make you want to give Him anything, even
your very best.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Pray this today.
“O Lord, please show me what it means for You to be my Lord.
Overwhelm my heart in a fresh way with Your great love for me and
make me expendable before You. In fresh surrender, I invite You to
help Yourself to anything in my life. Forgive me for thinking of myself
as the owner of anything in my life. Remind me of who I am and who
You are. May I never be guilty of laying anything less than my very best
before You.”

HAVE YOU CALLED OUT THE NAMES OF THOSE YOU HAVE COMMITTED
TO PRAY FOR? ASK GOD TO WORK IN THEIR LIVES AND IN YOURS AS
YOU SEEK TO SHARE WITH THEM.

August 30
Paul wrote these words to the church in Corinth.
But I will remain in Ephesus until Pentecost; 9 for a wide door for
effective service has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.
1 Corinthians 16:8-9
Open doors and adversaries often go together. When God begins to
deepen our walk with Him, when He begins aligning our lives with
His word, and when He begins giving us opportunities to share the
gospel, the enemy will not take that lying down. As you begin
walking through the open doors God sets before you, the enemy will
begin reminding you of all that could go wrong. Adversaries like fear,
doubt, and pride will begin rising up inside you. The siren cries of
your flesh will try to draw your heart away from the Lord and where
He is leading you. You may even face some physical adversaries from
outside yourself. When that happens, our natural tendency is
self-protection. We will do anything so the adversaries will leave us
alone, even to the point of stepping back from our commitment to
Christ and the calling of the gospel. When that begins to happen, we
need to remember some things we learn from Paul in these two
verses. Look at this first one today and we will consider the other two
the next two days.
First, stay in the will of God. “Friends” outside the will of God are
more dangerous than “adversaries” inside the will of God. Paul said,
“there are many adversaries,” but it is not time for me to leave yet. If
it is not God’s time for you to change course, don’t let the adversaries
you face frighten you into the bad decision of getting out of His will.

No one wants to face the adversaries that threaten us, but every day, I
have to face the God who created me, who owns me, and to whom I
am accountable. Every day, I face the Savior who called me to follow
Him. There is no guarantee of an easy life or freedom from the
opposition of our adversaries when I am in His will. Sometimes His will
can be dangerous from a human perspective. But for a Christian, there
is always greater danger being out of His will. My prayer is that I will
always be more afraid of being out of His will than of all the
adversaries that might come against me in His will.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Take some time today to think through these questions. What is it
about walking in God’s will that scares me? If I answer His call, if I share
the gospel with people in my life, what adversaries do I think I am
going to face? Which scares me more, those adversaries or being out
of God’s will? Take those things to Him in prayer. Be honest about your
fear. Tell Him what scares you. You might as well. He knows anyway,
but He is waiting to see if you trust Him enough to lay those things at
His feet. Ask Him to bring you to the place where being out of His will
and the disobedience that requires scares you more than anything
else in your life. Tell Him you are choosing to stand in His will —
regardless.

PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE ON YOUR LIST. PRAY FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO
SHARE WITH THEM.

August 31
But I will remain in Ephesus until Pentecost; 9 for a wide door for
effective service has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.
1 Corinthians 16:8-9
The second thing we need to learn from Paul’s statement about open
doors and adversaries is this. Before you let the adversaries scare you
out of God’s will, think about what you will lose.
Paul did face adversaries in Ephesus, but for two years he taught
there in the school of Tyrannus. Acts 19:10 says, “This took place for
two years, so that all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord,
both Jews and Greeks.” For two years, people who heard Paul teach in
Ephesus were converted. One of them was a man named Epaphras.
In Colossians 1:7, Paul calls him a “fellow servant” and a “faithful
minister of Christ” on behalf of the Colossian believers. If Paul had let
the adversaries run him out of Ephesus, that faithful minister of the
gospel might not have come to faith in Christ.
Men like Epaphras took the good news of the gospel throughout the
region. So people Paul never met in places he had never been, like
Colossae and Laodicea, came to Christ because Paul taught in
Ephesus.
Never underestimate the reach of your witness. When we throw the
rock of the gospel into the sea of our influence, the ripples may go
farther than you imagine.
Before you let the adversaries scare you out of the open doors God
has set before you, think about what, or who, might be lost if you do.
That friend? That family member? The people God may use them to
reach? Is it worth the risk just so you don't have the discomfort of
facing your adversaries?

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Ask God today to open your eyes to what could be lost if you don’t
walk through the open door He has set before you. Ask Him to help
you value what He wants to do in you more than you fear the
opposition that might come against you.

PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE ON YOUR LIST. ASK GOD TO DRAW THEM TO
HIMSELF. ASK HIM TO MAKE THEM OPEN TO YOUR WITNESS AND TO
GIVE YOU COURAGE AS YOU SHARE AND AS YOU INVITE THEM.

September 1
But I will remain in Ephesus until Pentecost; 9 for a wide door for
effective service has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.
1 Corinthians 16:8-9
Before we leave Paul’s statement about open doors and adversaries,
never forget that the God who opened the door is bigger than all the
adversaries who would oppose you. We are often quick to forget that
the things that are over our head are under His feet. In Numbers 14,
spies sent out into the land of Canaan came back and gave their
report. Ten of them said the people in this good land are giants and
they are too great for us and we can not overcome them. Two of the
spies, Joshua and Caleb, gave a minority report that disagreed with
the ten.
The other men let their adversaries scare them out of the promise of
God, but not these two. Joshua and Caleb saw the giants as “bread” to
them. Not only would God give them the victory, but they knew that
winning that victory would make them stronger. When you read that
story - and I would recommend it - you figure out the problem. The
other ten spies saw themselves through the eyes of the giants who
inhabited the land. “… and we seemed to ourselves like grasshoppers,
and so we seemed to them.”
(Numbers 13:33) Joshua and Caleb saw the giants through the eyes of
the Lord. “Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not fear the
people of the land, for they are bread for us. Their protection is
removed from them, and the Lord is with us; do not fear them.”
(Numbers 14:9)
Which one is bigger to you, your God or your adversary? Do you see
yourself the way you think your adversary sees you or do you see your
adversary the way God sees him? Do not believe the lie of your
adversary. You are not a grasshopper, you are a son, a daughter of the
King of Kings. When the enemy treats you like a grasshopper, just
remind him that you are seated at the table of your Father and that he
is on the menu.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Thank God today for adopting you into His family and for calling you
His. Thank Him that nothing you will face is greater than He is. Ask Him
to cleanse you today of your sin and to fill you with Himself. Ask Him
for courage and wisdom to answer the lies of your adversary with His
truth.

PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE YOU HAVE ON YOUR HEART. IF YOU HAVE NOT
TALKED TO THEM, ASK GOD TO GIVE YOU THAT OPPORTUNITY. ASK
HIM FOR THE POWER OF HIS HOLY SPIRIT AS YOU REACH OUT TO
THEM.

September 2
PRAYER PROMPT: ANOTHER REMINDER
By now, you should have been praying for specific people for at least
two weeks. Their names should be written down in this prayer guide
and somewhere else as a reminder to pray. You should be calling their
names out before the Lord daily and looking for ways to build a
relationship with them.
If you haven’t already talked to them about being your guest on
September 9, now is the time. Don’t wait. If you wait, your week will
get crazy and get away from you. Remember, inviting them is an easy
step. The worst they can say is “no.” You may not know how to share
your faith or the gospel with them. We do, and we will if they come;
however, if you don’t invite them, we may never have that chance.
Invite them today.
Hopefully, you have started building a relationships, genuine
friendships, with people who need the Lord. If so, you probably
already know some things they need you to pray for on their behalf.
If you have not started already, start praying for them today. Pray for
their marriages, their kids, their jobs, that financial need you know
they have, that storm they are going through. Just call their name out
before the Lord often and with urgency.
Above all, pray that the Holy Spirit will draw them to Himself and
open their hearts to receive the gospel.

September 3
Pray for this coming Sunday. We will begin a brand new sermon series
from the book of Exodus. I hope you have invited friends to be your
guests. As that day approaches, let me ask you to take time today to
pray for some very specific things.
1) Pray for Allen Tate (The Well Church Florence), Ethan McCreary (The
Well Church Huntsville), and me as we make final preparations to
begin the series. Ask God to make the scripture come alive to us in
our study time this week and to work in each of us before He works
through us.
2) Pray for B.J. Price (7 Points), Eric Kirkman (Broadway), Payton Pruitt
(TWCF), and Christian Caldwell (TWCH) and their worship teams as
they prepare to lead us in worship on that day. Ask God to give them
clarity in planning and freedom in their own personal worship.
3) Pray for your fellow church members. Ask the Lord to make them
faithful in reaching out to the people on their lists and on their hearts.
Pray they would all be committed enough to be here themselves.
4) Pray that our guests on Sunday would feel welcome. Pray that they
will feel at home at Highland and begin making connections with our
people immediately.
5) Pray that the Holy Spirit would move in power in the services on all
four campuses. Pray that He would exalt the name of Jesus, convict us
of sin, draw us to Himself, remind us of His grace, and speak truth into
our lives.
6) Pray for people to be saved on that day.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Pray for the people on your heart and your list. Ask God to open their
hearts to His truth.”

September 4
EVANGELISM. Just that word strikes fear into most hearts. As your
pastor, I hate to confess this to you, but it scares me too most of the
time. For a variety of reasons, we seem to be afraid to share our faith
in Jesus Christ. I wonder if the problem might be that we have built a
wall around it in our minds. Like a mythical castle with a moat and
drawbridge that only the super Christians among us may enter. It is a
dark and scary place with fierce looking warriors guarding the
ramparts so that normal, mortal believers who don’t have “the gift” or
a dramatic testimony can’t get in. We live our lives around people
who need to know Christ, but we are sure the minute we try to share
with them, a nasty fire-breathing dragon is going to come out and
roast us because we didn’t do it right.
Can we just be honest? It scares us because of what we’ve consciously
or unconsciously been led to believe. The simple truth is that we do
not have to be people of great eloquence. We don’t have to explain
our faith with theological sophistication. We don’t have to have
answers to every question. Some will receive the message, and some
will not. That part is God’s responsibility, not ours. We really only need
two things, the gospel and our testimony.
I can explain the gospel to you in four sentences. “There is a just and
holy God who created us and owns us, who loves us, and to whom we
are accountable. Our sinful rebellion against that loving creator has
separated us from Him and placed us under His judgment, leaving us
in danger of having to face His wrath. Because He loved us too much
to leave us like that, He sent His Son, Christ Jesus, to live the perfect
life we couldn’t live, to bear God’s wrath in our place, and to secure
our salvation through His death on the cross and His resurrection.
That salvation is available to anyone and everyone who will repent of
their sin and place their faith in Christ Jesus alone.”
Your testimony is something I can’t give you. You either have one or
you don’t. You know whether or not you have genuinely turned away
from your sin and come to the Father by placing your faith in His Son.

It is not a question of church membership, baptism, or religious
activity. You know if you have made a personal faith commitment to
follow Christ Jesus with your life or not. If not, there is no time like the
present. You can surrender your life to Him right now. Just pray and tell
God that is your desire. Call out to Him and ask Him to forgive you and
to save you. Tell Him you are convinced Christ Jesus was and is the Son
of God. Tell Him you know that what He did on the cross was enough
and that you are trusting Him alone for your salvation. Tell Him that
you are surrendering everything to Him as Lord.
Now you have everything you need to share Jesus with others. You are
qualified to have a “gospel conversation” with them. It is not as scary as
it sounds. Just tell someone about what Christ Jesus has done for you.
That is evangelism.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Pray for the people on your heart and on your list and go tell them
about this amazing Savior named Jesus.

September 5
We have an interesting relationship with the truth. We love the truth
we love, but we don’t love the truth we don’t love nearly as much. For
instance. We love what Jesus said in John 3 — part of it, anyway.
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16
We love that first part about God loving the world and giving His Son
and we like the last part about having eternal life, but that part in the
middle about those who don’t believe perishing makes us very
uncomfortable. And if you think that messes us up, the next two
verses really do a number on us.
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the
only Son of God.
John 3:17-18
First of all, we hate the idea of condemnation, that anyone might be
judged and condemned is just not a concept we like to consider. But
it gets even worse in our minds when verse 18 presses on us the truth
claim that those who do not believe in the name of Jesus Christ are
already condemned by their unbelief. Good people are condemned.
People we love are condemned. Religious people are condemned.
Sinful people are condemned. They are not condemned because God
is an angry God who takes delight in condemning people. John tells
us He did everything He could do in the life, death, and resurrection
of His Son to save them from condemnation. They are condemned
because of their unbelief.

Until we get firmly fixed in our minds the truth that people without
Christ will die and spend eternity in hell, we will never share Jesus with
the urgency we should. In the Sermon on the Mount recorded in
Matthew 5-7, Jesus Himself said there are two ways, a broad way and a
wide gate that leads to destruction and a narrow way and a small gate
that leads to life. Life and death. Heaven and hell. Salvation and
condemnation. They are choices before every man, and there are only
two. Christ is the narrow way and the small gate that leads to life.
Destruction awaits all who choose another way.
There is more to the gospel than that truth, but that truth is just as
much a part of the gospel as any other, and we must never forget it.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Ask God to never let you forget that the people on your heart and on
your list, people you are praying for, will spend eternity in hell without
Jesus. Ask Him to burn the truth deeply into your heart so that you will
pray and live and share with urgency so they might know Him.

September 6
It is easy, or at least easier, for us to get worked up to invite someone
to join us one Sunday. We can approach them almost apologetically
beginning our invitation with something like, “I know you probably
don’t want to do this and I don’t want to bother you, but my pastor
has been bugging us about bringing somebody with us to church on
Sunday.” Or we can do it that Sunday because of the peer pressure
that mounts when it is talked about in our small group for six weeks,
and we just don’t want to look like the only guy in church who
doesn’t care about the eternal destiny of the world.
May I suggest a better approach? What if we started doing it all the
time just because we love Jesus, we love the people He loves, and we
love the church He loves? We do love Jesus, we just don’t always love
the people He loves, at least not like we should. We say we love our
church, but we often seem reluctant to share the church we love with
the people we love. Is it because we don’t love Jesus as much as we
say we do? Is it because we don’t love others as much as we say we
do? Is it because we don’t love our church as much as we say we do?
I am not sure I know the answers to those questions, but let me
suggest something.
If we love Jesus the way we say we do, and if we love others the way
we claim, and if we love the church, then let’s start inviting the people
we love to the church we love, so they can encounter the Savior we
love.
For the record, I know there is more to evangelism and sharing the
gospel than inviting people to church, but it is a great place to start.
And, I have to ask this question. If we are not wiling to invite people
to be our guests, to sit next to us on a pew, to come to our small
group, to meet the people we do life with, how will we ever manage
to have serious gospel conversations with them?

So, what if we agree to start a new revolution and create a new culture
in our church? I’m thinking it needs to be a culture where inviting
others to come with us is normal and not something we do on special
occasions. It needs to be a culture where we meet new people, lots of
them, every week. It needs to be a culture where guests are
comfortable because we all see ourselves as on the guest services
team making everyone feel as welcome as possible. It needs to be a
culture where everyone feels welcome, no matter what may be broken
in their lives. It needs to be a culture where people leave every week
determined to come back because, even though they can’t explain it,
they know they are loved. Let’s ask God if He thinks this revolution is a
good idea and if He approves (as I suspect He will), let’s do it.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Ask God to create a culture of invitation among the Highland family of
churches. Ask Him to help you love Him enough, others enough and
your church enough to let it begin with you.

PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE ON YOUR HEART AND ON YOUR LIST. THEN
CALL AND INVITE THEM TO CHURCH WITH YOU OR REMIND THEM IF
YOU HAVE ALREADY INVITED THEM.

September 7
Just pray today. You don't need me to remind you of anything else
you already know. You just need to talk to your Heavenly Father. If
you need help knowing what to pray for, let me suggest some things
you can pray for your church today.
Pray for our church to be alive with the manifest presence of God,
when we are together in worship and when we are scattered, living
for Him wherever life puts us.
Pray for our church family to have heart for God that leads us to
hunger and thirst for His righteousness.
Pray for the Lord to help us all live our lives on mission, walking out
our calling to make disciples everywhere we are.
Pray for the Lord to make us a church that loves and serves the
communities and cities where He has planted us.
Pray for the grace to demonstrate the life of Christ before a watching
world.
Pray that God would make us faithful to stand against the injustice,
the hatred, the division, and the unkindness that characterizes so
much of the culture around us.
Pray that God would help us see everyone in our circles of influence
as people created in His image, people worthy of our respect, people
for whom Christ died, people who need Jesus.
Pray that the Lord would create such a welcoming culture in our
church family that anyone and everyone would feel His love when
they are among us.

Pray that He would help us look beyond our religious sounding
activities, our traditions, and our personal preferences to see a hurting
and lost world desperately in need of the gospel.
Pray that He would bring us to the place where we put everything on
the altar for the glory of God and the gospel. Pray that we would hold
nothing back from Him and that we would do whatever it takes to get
the gospel out.
Pray that when we come together, God would lead us to worship with
abandon, cry out to God in desperation, and give attention to His
word like our lives depend on it.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
Pray for the people you have invited to join you on Sunday. Pray that
their hearts would be open to the gospel and that the Holy Spirit
would speak His truth to them in power.

September 8
If you have not invited someone to be your guest tomorrow, there is
still time. Make that call. Send that email. Message someone on social
media. However you do it, just invite them.
If you have, let me mention some quick things. First, give them a call
sometime today to remind them. Agree on a place and time to meet
(please be on time and give them a time that is on time). Make sure
you sit with them in your small group and/or in the worship center.
Introduce them to your friends. If possible, offer to provide lunch for
them. Then, make a follow-up call later in the week to thank them for
coming and invite them to come back.
When you see someone you don’t know, introduce yourself. Don’t
wait for someone else to make the first move. Speak first. It shouldn’t
be embarrassing if you inadvertently introduce yourself to a member
you just didn’t know. We don’t call that a mistake, we call it an
opportunity. Make a new friend. Get to know someone you may have
never had a chance to meet. If they get offended because you
welcomed them and they’ve been here longer than you have,
remember this. It is always better to offend a cantankerous member
than miss a guest who might need to know the love of Jesus. Take
your chances.
Our building is a big place that is often intimidating to first time
guests. When you meet guests on Sunday morning, whether they are
the ones you invited or not, be their hosts. Don’t point them to the
nursery, or Impact, or their small group. Walk them. Go with them.
Start by taking them to the Welcome Center if you are unsure of
where you need to lead them. If they are not looking for someone
specific who invited them, take them with you. Don’t leave them
alone in the crowd. You can talk to your friends about the ballgame,
the hunting trip, the vacation you have planned, etc. Later. Include
our guests. Make them feel as welcome possible.

Together, let’s make sure every campus of the Highland family of
churches is the kind of place and the kind of people others want to be
part of.

P r ay e r p r o m p t :
O God, starting right here, right now, with me, begin a new day. Give
me and my church family a new heart for you, a new heart for each
other, and a new heart for people far from You. Don’t let me rest until I
have prayed, served, invited, loved, and given. Make me a worshiper, a
man/woman of prayer, a mission driven follower of Christ Jesus. Don’t
let me be bullied by adversaries, intimidated by things that seem over
my head, or lulled into complacency. Keep me conscious of my
brokenness, aware of my need, in tune with Your Spirit, and entirely
dependent on You.

** BE SURE YOU PRAY THROUGH TOMORROW’S PRAYER GUIDE IN THE
MORNING BEFORE WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP.

September 9
PRAYER PROMPT
“Heavenly Father, this is Your day and I am Yours. In a little while, I will
have the privilege of gathering with my brothers and sisters in Christ
to worship You. You alone are worthy of my worship. You have made
me Your son/daughter through Christ Jesus my Lord. Through His
death on the cross, You took my sin and gave me His righteousness.
Because I have trusted Him alone for my salvation, You no longer see
me in my sin, but in Him. You have given me the spirit of adoption by
which I can cry out “Abba!”“Father!” I take my place now in prayer and
will joyfully enter Your presence with Your people to tell You how
much I love You and how overwhelmed I am by Your grace.
Prepare my heart for this day O Lord. Forgive me for my attitudes and
actions that have put distance between You and me. Cleanse me of
the sin I have cherished. Uncover any hidden sin in my life that I
might confess and forsake it. I trust Your promise to forgive me of my
sin and cleanse me from my unrighteousness. Let me stand forgiven
in Your presence this day O Lord. Wash me so I might enter Your
presence with clean hands and a pure heart.
Soften my heart to Your presence. Prepare my mind to hear Your
word. Make my Spirit alive and alert to the prompting of Your Spirit
today. As I think about this day and all that I will experience of Your
presence, let me put my “yes” on the table and determine to obey
You before You even speak to me.
I pray O Lord that we would be joined in worship today by those for
whom we have cried out to You these last weeks. Some of them are
strangers to Your grace, having never repented of their sin and
placed their trust in You alone for salvation. I pray today would be the
day they surrender their lives to You. Some of them are Your children,
but they have been out of fellowship with You. Draw them close
today. Convict them of the sin that has left them in the far country.
Lead them to repent and come home to You today. Others just need
a church family where they can experience the love of God through
Your people. Let them experience that love through us today.
O God, I long to experience You today in all of Your fullness. Help me
live this day in expectation and surrender.
I pray this in the name of Your Son and my Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Exodus
a journey of grace
New sermon series starting
S e pt e m b e r 9 t h at e v e ry
Highland and Well Church
campus.
J o i n u s o n S u n d ay m o r n i n g s
as we take a journey of
God’s grace from bondage
to freedom.

