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W H A T I S A D V EN T ?

Advent explained by Senior Pastor, Dr. John Brock
Advent is a Latin word that means “coming.” The Advent season begins
four weeks before Christmas and is the time when we prepare for and
celebrate the coming of the Lord Jesus. This devotional guide has been
prepared as a resource to help you and your family make the most of
the Advent season and to help you celebrate the joy of Christmas. It has
been written by members of the Highland Baptist family of churches. As
you read it, you will read reflections written by people who worship on
each of our four campuses - 7 Points, Broadway, The Well Church
Florence, and The Well Church Huntsville.
You can read this in your own devotional time that you spend with the
Lord each day. You can also use it to guide your family in a daily time of
worship and reflection. Read the Scripture for each day and the
devotional thought, then spend some time in prayer. Our Children’s
Minister, Stephanie Gilliam, has written some suggestions at the
beginning for how a family can use it more effectively with younger
children. Maybe you would like to read it with a friend. Regardless of
how you use this guide, our prayer is that it will lead you to greater joy
this Christmas and to deeper worship of the Savior who came to rescue
us.
May God bless you and make this a very special Advent season for you
and your family.

S TA R T I N G A D V EN T

Opening statement by Elizabeth Brock
There is a spot in my parents’ house that is my favorite place to be in the dark, quiet hours of
the Christmas season. I wait until all is still and curl up on the couch in front of the spinning
tree in my parents’ living room to simply watch it turn. All I hear is the quiet whir of the
electric stand and the branches brushing the wall in its path around its axis. The glow of those
warm, electric bulbs cuts through the darkness of the room, and my soul swells beneath the
lights.
Lights. We string them around trees and over fireplaces, place candles in window sills, and sit
in their glow at silent Lord’s Supper services. Many of our most treasured traditions revolve
around them, including this one: advent.
In preparation to write this intro, I decided to do the responsible thing and look up the word
“advent.”
Dear Google, I said. What does this word mean?
Here’s what the Google said:
“The arrival of a notable person, thing, or event.”
The reason we celebrate this season is because the One who spoke light into existence stepped
into our darkness and brought us the bright hope of salvation.
Over the next few weeks, we will take a few moments in the middle of our busyness to stop,
be still, and turn our faces toward the arrival of Light Himself.
Maybe that seems like a daunting prospect because this season is extra busy for you. Maybe
you are wondering if you will have a single silent night all season, much less find space for
calm reflection each day. Or maybe for you, this season brings a fear of stillness. You are
already dreading the gaps in your calendar when your hands won’t be busy and your mind
won’t be completely occupied, because that’s when the pain of loss or heartache or
disappointment is more likely to sneak in. However you find yourself at the threshold of
Christmas, I encourage you to fight for a few quiet moments this advent season, and use the
book beneath your fingertips to help fix your eyes on the horizon. The light is coming.
In those moments when “all is calm, all is bright,” remember why.
All is calm because Jesus stepped down from heaven into our chaos and called our raging seas
to still. All is bright because Jesus is here, because He came for us.
As we look to the lights swinging from tree branches and mantelpieces this Christmas season,
I pray that we would be reminded both individually and corporately of the arrival of King
Jesus. May our souls swell as we fix our eyes on the flickering flames of the advent candles and
remember how our Savior Jesus walked boldly into our darkness and turned on a Light.

FA M I LY EM P H A S I S

Using the Advent Devotional Book with Your Family
While this devotional book is primarily intended for your personal daily use, we hope
that it can also be a tool to guide your family through the Advent season. If you have
preschool or elementary-aged children, my suggestion is to gather once a week for a
loosely structured family devotion. Look at the scripture introducing the week’s
theme, then share it in an age-appropriate way with your children. If they can read,
let them read the scripture to the family. Choose a couple of favorite Christmas songs
to sing together. (Dads, PLEASE don’t be shy about singing with your children! If
your little boy doesn’t hear you sing now, chances are that he won’t sing in church
either. Play a music CD on high volume and sing along if you’re not confident about
your singing abilities.)
Some of my favorite resources are The Jesus Storybook Bible by Sally Lloyd-Jones,
The Jesse Tree by Geraldine McCaughrean, and Little People Nativity sets (by Fisher
Price). For something you’ll want to keep for years, consider starting a Fontanini
nativity set. The 5-inch version of these beautiful sets is the perfect size for small
hands, and they won’t break!
A sample family devotion might look like this:
- Light the appropriate candle(s) on your advent wreath.
(Make your own using three purple candles and a pink candle, plus a white
Christ candle in the center.)
- Ask an older child to read the scripture
- Read from The Jesus Storybook Bible
Prophecy Candle: “He’s Here!” Part 1
Bethlehem Candle: “He’s Here!” Part 2
Shepherd Candle: “The Light of the whole world”
Angel Candle: “The Light of the whole world” (reprise)
- Share personal reflections on the Bible passage
- Sing a song or two
- Pray, inviting any family members to pray as well
Throughout the week, read from The Jesse Tree or another storybook or picture Bible,
play with the nativities, and make sure that Jesus is spoken of more than Santa Claus.
We hope this will be the beginning of a new Christmas tradition for your family.

QUIZ
F A M I LY

Most of us are familiar with the Bible’s
account about Jesus’ birth. We’ve heard it
read each year at a church Christmas service
or reflected on it as a family on Christmas
morning.
But how well do you and your family know
the true facts surrounding this miraculous
story?
We know that Mary rode a donkey from
Nazareth into Bethlehem. Or did she?
Jesus was born in a stable. Are you sure?
Before reading the Christmas Story found in
Matthew 1 and 2 & Luke 1 and 2, take this
quiz either on your own or with your family
and determine fact from fiction. Answer
“true” or “false” or fill in the blanks as
indicated. (Answers are on the back if you get
stumped.)
After taking the quiz, read the biblical
account of Jesus’ birth.
May God bless your family this Christmas
season as we celebrate the birth of our Savior!

1. An angel named Gabriel appeared to Mary and told her she would
give birth to Jesus. TRUE / FALSE
2. Joseph and Mary had to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem for a
_________________.
3. Mary rode into Bethlehem on a donkey. TRUE / FALSE
4. The innkeeper told Joseph there was no room for them in the inn.
TRUE / FALSE
5. Mary gave birth to Jesus and placed Him in a _________________.
6. Shepherds nearby ran to the manger to see Jesus and brought some
gifts. TRUE / FALSE
7. Three wise men traveled to the manger to worship Jesus.
TRUE / FALSE
8. The wise men brought these gifts to Jesus: _________________,
_________________, and _________________.
9. After Jesus was born, His parents took Him to Jerusalem to present
Him to the Lord at the temple. TRUE / FALSE
10. Joseph, Mary and Jesus fled to Egypt to get away from King
_________________.
11. Jesus grew up in _________________.
12. Jesus was born on December 25. TRUE / FALSE
Stumped on any of the questions? Find the correct answers below.
Answers to the Christmas Quiz:
1. True. See Luke 1:26-38.
2. Census. See Luke 2:1-5.
3. False. The Bible does not mention what Mary rode into Bethlehem. See Luke 2:4-5.
4. False. The Bible never mentions an innkeeper. See Luke 2:7
5. Manger. See Luke 2:7.
6. False. The shepherds did visit Jesus, but the Bible does not say they brought gifts. See Luke 2:16.
7. False. Even thought most nativity sets contain three wise men, the Bible does not specify how many wise men visited Jesus. The Bible also tells us that they
visited Jesus at his own house, not the manger, and that Jesus was a “young child” by the time they visited. See Matthew 2:7-18.
8. The wise men brought gold, frankincense and myrrh.
9. True. See Luke 2:22.
10. Herod. See Matthew 2:13.
11. Nazareth. See Matthew 2:23.
12. False. The Bible does not indicate the actual date.

PROPHECY CANDLE

Isaiah 9:6

“For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

DAY 1

Dr. Rodney Shewbart - 7-Points Youth Pastor
The Prophecy Candle, Day 1

Prophecy: a prediction or a promise God gives to reveal His future plans.
When it comes to the events of our lives, there is nothing that escapes the knowledge of the
Lord our God! The Sovereign God of Heaven does not simply guess what will happen, but in
His omniscience, knows very well what will come to pass! This is no more evident than in the
prophetic declarations making known the birth of Christ. This glorious account was spoken
of by the prophets in many ways long before Christ left the splendor of heaven and stepped
into sinful humanity. No other prophecies have ever been spoken foretelling the birth of other
religious leaders. Yet we see numerous Biblical writers prophesying of the coming of the King
of Kings!
Perhaps one of the most profound Old Testament prophecies is revealed by the prophet Isaiah.
Isaiah 7:14 states, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be
with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.”
Immanuel! The power and purpose behind this name should stir the heart of every believer!
This simple prophecy speaks of the very presence of God, coming to dwell with His people!
His birth was the initiation of God’s redemptive plan!
Writing to the Jews, Matthew would quote Isaiah’s prophecy in his description of Christ’s
birth, thereby making a bold declaration of the Messiah’s arrival and the fulfillment of this
very prophecy! Matthew knew it was important to point out the prophecies that Jesus had
fulfilled. He reveals to all who will hear that Isaiah’s prophecy, spoken approximately 700 years
prior to the birth of Christ, has come to fruition!
Matthew 1:22-23 says, “Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they
shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with us.””
We can rejoice that the Messiah has come to earth to pay our ransom, to reconcile us to the
Father, and to redeem our hearts! God has kept His promises and fulfilled His prophecies.
Praise the Lord! The Savior is born! The Christ-child has arrived!
Immanuel...God with us!

PROPHECY CANDLE

Genesis 3:15

“I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

DAY 2

Shelly Hollis - 7-Points

Honestly, Genesis 3:15 is probably not the verse families pull out and read on Christmas Eve.
We much prefer the sweet baby Jesus narratives found in the gospels of Matthew and Luke.
But the reality of the “why” behind Christmas leads us straight back to the Garden and the
original sin. Hints of grace are found in this most unlikely Christmas passage.
So why is Genesis 3:15 part of an Advent series? It is the protoevangelium - the first gospel
proclamation - an ancient expectation of a redeemer.
Adam and Eve literally bit off more than they could chew when they munched on the fruit
from the tree of knowledge of good and evil, the only forbidden tree in the garden. It planted
a cursed seed of sin that would grow in all of humanity from that time forward. At that
moment, death and sin entered the human experience.
A perpetual conflict was set in motion that day when enmity was pronounced: the kingdom
of God vs. Satan’s forces of evil; grace vs. condemnation; light vs. darkness. But this verse
promises a reconciler, a “fixer” of what went wrong in the Garden.
The reconciliation would not be easy. The Serpent will bruise Eve’s offspring’s heel, alluding to
Jesus’ crucifixion, which was horrific, but not final. However, Jesus will bruise the Serpent’s
head, which is fatal and final. This is the preview of Jesus’ suffering and His victory over Satan
and sin.
The bruises of sin are on all of Eve’s offspring (us). But in God’s perfect spiritual economy, as
death entered by one man, the gift of life was restored through one man...
“But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much
more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ
abounded for many.” Romans 5:15 (ESV)
With one selfless act of love, Jesus Christ reversed the curse and restored our relationship with
God!

PROPHECY CANDLE

Ephesians 2:8-9

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one may boast.”

DAY 3

Thad Boughton - 7-Points

If you are like me, you’ve looked back on Christmases past and realized you’ve fallen victim
to placing entirely too much pressure on finding the “perfect Christmas gift.” Christmas, for
much of the world, is a holiday built upon gift-giving. Many businesses count on the
holiday season to meet their revenue goals. In short, Christmas has become commercialized
and many Christians have gone right along with the crowd, too often removing Christ from
the center.
Christmas is not just a date on the calendar; it’s God’s gift of love. God’s gift to us is His son,
Jesus. It’s about God with us (Emmanuel), now and always, and the hope and promise God’s
presence brings. It’s in these twin harnesses— faith and grace —that our relationship with
God safely rests.
We, as Christians, have received from Him a gift for which we have contributed nothing.
Our task as “Christmas people” is to show the world another way. We’re to live with one
another in the church and in the world as those who speak, share and practice Jesus’ truth. It
means a willingness to enter into dialogue honestly and respectfully with those who are
different from us—whatever that difference is; even if it’s one we could never accept or
embrace, and telling them about the most important gift of all, Jesus. It means not
forgetting that the “other” whoever that other is—is as precious and as beloved as we are. It’s
a hard task. Only by God’s grace can we do it. We’re the concrete, visible, tangible evidence
of God’s love for the world. God has chosen to bless others uniquely through us because “we
are God’s fellow workers,” and we can do what no one else can do. But when He does use us,
be careful to give Him all the glory.

PROPHECY CANDLE

Matthew 1:18-25

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together she was found to
be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for
he will save his people from their sins.” All this took
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet:
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(Which means, God with us). When Joseph woke
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not
until she had given birth to a son. And he called his
name Jesus.”

DAY 4

Adrianne Richards - The Well Church Florence

Jesus is God with us. From eternity past God planned Christ’s birth. It was proclaimed by the
prophet Isaiah. It was recorded by Matthew in the first century. Now, we get to read it in our
English translated bibles here in the twenty-first century.
The Old Testament tells us of ways that God was with the Israelites. One example is how He
lead them in Exodus 13:21 “And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to
lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might
travel by day and by night.” They had to trust His guidance in those times when they didn’t
even know where to take their next step. God most certainly was with them.
Fast forward almost 1,500 years later to Joseph learning of Mary’s pregnancy. We read that
Joseph thought through this shocking news and decided to resolve it quietly. Then, an angel
shows up and tells him that this baby is actually God’s plan for salvation! Look at verse 21,
“She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” This baby, Jesus, will save His own people from their sins. His people. Who are Jesus’
people? The Israelites are His people. Mary and Joseph are His people. We are His people.
Jesus came in complete humanity without compromising His full deity to be with His people.
He lived, died, and rose on the third day for His people. He was with us then. He is with us
now. He is with His people always. We, as children of God, have the promised Holy Spirit
inside of us. Paul tells us this truth in Ephesians 1:13-14 “In Him, you also, when you heard
the word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation and believed were sealed with the promised
Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of the inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the
praise of His glory.”
God is with you today!
God the Father planned it. Jesus the Son lived it. The Holy Spirit seals and confirms it.
THAT is our salvation.
As you reflect on Christ’s birth take some time to reflect on what He is calling you to right
now. Where do your passions and His glory intersect? Spend more time in His scripture.
Listen to His calling on your life and live it out for Him!

PROPHECY CANDLE

Luke 1:39-56

“In those days Mary arose and went with haste into
the hill country, to a town in Judah, and she entered
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And
when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with
the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me
that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For
behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. And
blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”
Mary's Song of Praise: The Magnificat
And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call
me blessed;
for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their
hearts;
he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”
And Mary remained with her about three months
and returned to her home.”

DAY 5

Micah Hammond - Broadway Fellowship

Excitement! Joy! Anticipation! Grief.. Sadness.. Dread...
There are so many emotions wrapped in the gift of the “Christmas Season.” It is the time of
giving. A time of love and happiness. A time, for many, of remembering those lost
throughout the year, or years. For some, frustration of over-commercialization seems to turn
their positives into negatives. But what is this time of year supposed to bring? How are we,
as believers, supposed to approach this time of year?
In Luke chapter 1, he is telling us about Mary’s trip to Judah to visit her cousin. She enters
the home of Elizabeth and Zacharias, and Elizabeth proclaims loudly “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And how has it happened to me, that the
mother of my Lord would come to me? ... And blessed is she who believed that there would
be a fulfillment of what had been spoken to her by the Lord.”
This passage leads me to wonder what kind of emotions Mary was going through. She was
carrying the Christ in her womb! That’s kind of a big deal! Imagine being tossed around by
the current of this sea of emotions! It would be easy for anyone to be weighed down with
sadness, dread, fear and anxiety because of these circumstances.
Mary’s response it seems, even in the midst of this divine upheaval, was a spirit of humility,
worship and rejoicing “in God my Savior.” “For the Mighty One has done great things for me;
And holy is His name.”
If we are not careful during this time of year, we can allow the world’s viewpoint of it to affect
our attitude and priorities. Our spirit can become so burdened with the coming busyness and
hysteria of finding the “perfect gift” for our loved ones, that we could very well miss what it is
all about: Jesus coming into this world in the humblest of ways and beginning His journey to
the cross as payment for OUR sinfulness; God in His extravagant mercy choosing to use His
own Son as the scapegoat, allowing humanity the opportunity to become heirs to His saving
grace.
What a blessing we could be to others this Christmas season (and the entire year!), if we keep
Christ, the coming sacrificial Lamb, as the lens through which we see those that He allows to
cross our paths!!

PROPHECY CANDLE

Isaiah 26:3-4

“You keep him in perfect peace
whose mind is stayed on you,
because he trusts in you.
Trust in the Lord forever,
for the Lord God is an everlasting rock.”

DAY 6

Charman Brock - 7-Points

Christmas may be the most wonderful time of the year, but it is rarely the most peaceful
time. Ironic, isn’t it? We incorporate the word peace into our decor, we sing about peace on
Earth, and we celebrate the scripture that declares Jesus is the Prince of Peace. However,
many of us don’t feel a bit peaceful. Nothing will threaten our tranquility quite like trying to
achieve the “perfect” holiday. Frantic shopping excursions, marathon baking sessions, and
over scheduled calendars frequently rob us of even the semblance of peace. If we are honest
with ourselves, we may even admit that it isn’t just the Christmas season that makes peace
hard to find -- we never quite seem to get there at any time of year.
Could it be that we are not even sure what peace is, much less how to achieve it? Many of us
probably think of peace as simply an absence of conflict or difficulty. That sounds lovely, but
it doesn’t seem very realistic. The peace promised in Isaiah 26: 3-4 is a peace that can meet
us in difficult moments and sustain us through any conflict.
First of all, the prophet Isaiah identifies the LORD as the source of our peace. Neither my
efforts nor my circumstances are capable of producing peace. God, however, is an everlasting
rock who is able to keep (guard from danger, preserve) me in peace. Secondly, notice the
type of peace He gives -- perfect peace. I find it interesting that both perfect and peace are
the same word in the original language -- shalom. It is a double portion of peace. Peace that
lacks nothing. Peace with no exceptions. Peace in any situation.
What is the catch? What do I have to do to experience this bounty of peace?
You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on You… The word translated stayed
here can also mean lean (on), rest (in). We lean on or rest in someone we trust. Our God can
absolutely be trusted; His strength is like a wall of rock that cannot fail or be moved.
Trusting Him, relying on Him, is always the right choice.
Shalom Shalom is the natural result of fixing our attention on the LORD. Filling our minds
with His word. Reading it. Meditating on it. Believing it. Obeying it.
In the middle of our chaos, we simply fix our minds on Jesus and know that He Himself is
our peace.
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let
not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”
John 14: 27

PROPHECY CANDLE

Romans 13:11-14

“Besides this you know the time, that the hour has
come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is
nearer to us now than when we first believed. The
night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us
cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor
of light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not
in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality
and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the flesh, to gratify its desires.”

DAY 7

Guy Estave - 7-Points

The Christmas season is a time for believers to reflect on our great salvation. We celebrate
because “when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, to REDEEM”. (Galatians 4:4) While the world was sleeping in the
darkness of sin, unconcerned and unaware that men were dying without hope and without
God in this world, God the Father was demonstrating His great love toward us by sending
His Son to die on a cruel cross for the sins of the world. (Romans 5:8)
Yes, Hope was born in an earthly manger when the fullness of time had come. Paul reminds
us in this passage that our salvation began in a manger but the completion of our salvation
will be when Jesus returns. No one knows the exact time when the glorious event will take
place but we are assured that just as Jesus came, He will also come again.
Paul’s exhortation to believers is that we be cautious not to be sleeping in snooze mode but
wide awake and expecting our King to return at any moment. The Christmas season is
packed with hope. Every year we celebrate His birth, we draw nearer to the time when our
King comes for all who have believed in Him.
The return of Christ will signal the finalization of our salvation. That is what Paul means
when he says “our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.” At the moment of
justification the repentant sinner is introduced to salvation that is far from complete, it is
initial. When we are first saved the Lord delivers us from the penalty of sin and we become
an heir to the salvation that gives us the promise of ultimate freedom from sin’s power and
presence. Hallelujah! To this great day the believer looks with great expectation.
The problem with living on earth is that the things of the earth compete for much attention
and can became totally absorbing. But the believer must be reminded that his reality is not
down here—it is up there. Therefore, let us cast off the works of darkness and let us put on
the Armor of God. May our worship of the Christ Child this season cause us to live in the
reality that King Jesus could return for us today and we will forever live in perfect harmony
with Him.

BETHLEHEM CANDLE

Micah 5:2

“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old,
from ancient days.”

DAY 8

Stephanie Gilliam - 7-Points Children’s Minister
The Bethlehem Candle, Day 1

Micah spoke this prophecy more than 700 years before the birth of Jesus. (Pro tip:
Remember the Micah reference by associating it with the date of
Christmas—25—backward.) We could probably forgive—or at least understand—the
remnant of Israel who returned to the Holy Land, after centuries, if they had, after centuries,
stopped looking for the Messiah. After all, haven’t we all felt forgotten by God at some
point? Or perhaps overlooked while He was busy with someone else? But we can be
confident that God is working in our lives, just as He always planned to keep the promise of
the Messiah. It may be cliché, but God’s timing truly is always perfect.
I love Luke 2:6 in the King James: “And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were
accomplished that she should be delivered.” The birth of Jesus didn’t just happen to take
place in Bethlehem at that particular time. In ways that we can’t fully understand, that was
the perfect time for the Messiah to arrive. The days were accomplished. A series of events
that would fulfill dozens of Old Testament prophecies was unfolding, even if most people
didn’t realize it.
Though most of God’s own people had forgotten to watch for the Messiah, certain men were
still scanning the heavens for the sign of His arrival. In Matthew 2, we meet the wise men
from the east who came to worship the King of the Jews. The scholars of Herod’s court sent
them straight to Bethlehem, where they trusted He would be based on their knowledge
Micah 5.
Two groups of people believed that the King of the Jews had arrived. The wise men wanted
to worship Him, while Herod and his servants wanted to kill Him. They both placed their
faith in scripture, though it led to very different results. Do we place the same faith in God
and His Word? Do we trust it to always be true? Do we stake our very lives on it?
In James 4, we are promised, “draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.” How close
are you to God this Christmas season? Are you already overwhelmed by the extra expense,
the hectic schedule, the unrealistic expectations? Drop everything for just a few minutes and
draw near to God. Remember that you are part of the salvation story He has been weaving
for millennia. Today, be overwhelmed by the fact that God has never forgotten you, that He
wants to draw near to you.

BETHLEHEM CANDLE

Matthew 2:1-6

“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in
the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from
the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who
has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him.” When
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet:
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

DAY 9

Don and Susan Lambert - 7-Points

As Chapter 2 begins, we see three responses to Jesus' birth that provide us with stark
contrast.
In his later years, King Herod had become paranoid and suspicious of anyone who might be
a rival to his power. When word reached him that a child was born who was destined to be
a king, his reaction was one of hatred and hostility to the point that he ordered all male
children under two years old to be killed.
The reaction of the chief priests and scribes was one of complete indifference. Of course
they knew that Messiah must be born in Bethlehem, the city of David, but the news of
Jesus' birth made no difference to them because they were so engrossed in their Temple
ritual and legal teachings.
In contrast, the reaction of the Magi was to seek out this King of the Jews and worship Him.
We know that these Magi were Gentiles, scholars, and men of the East, known for their
soothsaying. In their country they had seen an extraordinary star which they took to be an
indication of an extraordinary birth in the land of Judea, over which the star was seen to
hover. When they saw the star, they left home in search of the Child to be born King of the
Jews as prophesied in Micah 5:2 – "… out of you will come for me one who will be ruler
over Israel…"
Think of the irony that for centuries the Jews had longed for their Messiah-King and now it
was Gentiles from far away declaring that He had been born. The fact that these Wise Men
who traveled so far and for so long were Gentiles and were thought of as unclean by the Jews
illustrates to us that God sent His Son to save all of the world. Jesus' last words recorded at
the end of Matthew's gospel are, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations."
The Wise Men basically declared that if there was a God and they could know Him, they
would seek Him with all of their hearts. They sought Him, they found Him, and they
worshiped Him. This Christmas, may we be among the faithful who come to Jesus and
worship Him and declare His Glory to all whom we meet. Wise Men still seek Him today!

BETHLEHEM CANDLE

Luke 2: 1-7

“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was
the first registration when Quirinius was governor of
Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own
town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and lineage of David, to be registered with
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while
they were there, the time came for her to give birth.
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.”

DAY 10

Karly Grace Holt - 7-Points

No Room: These two words stand out to me every time I read this scripture. How could there
not be room for a young, pregnant woman ready to give birth? Did the innkeeper feel guilty?
Did he regret sending Mary and Joseph to a stable for the birth of the Christ Child? What
would this scene look like in today’s times? Would there be a room for Mary or would we look
away? Would we be so caught up in our own lives that we would ignore them? Would there
be room?
We are often guilty of having no room for Jesus in our daily lives. He loves us and he wants to
come into our lives as much as Mary wanted Him to come into the world that glorious night.
However, we can get so caught up in our busy schedules, especially during the Christmas
season that we tend to not have room for Jesus in our daily walk. During a time that we are
supposed to be celebrating the birth of Christ, we are more caught up in the commercialism
of the season that we leave no room for Him. Just like the Innkeeper’s Inn was too full; our
schedules can become too full to enjoy what this season is all about, the birth of Christ.
Just like most teenagers these days, my life is extremely busy. There are sports, extracurricular
activities, school clubs, parties, friends, family, homework, etc., that keep me busy. At times,
it can be very overwhelming and quite stressful. When I feel that anxiety creeping in, I take
refuge in knowing that Jesus is with me to calm and guide me, as long as I make room for
Him. How awesome is it that all I have to do is be willing to accept Him!
My family has a Christmas tradition of reading the story of the birth of Christ on Christmas
Eve together, to remind us of what the season is all about. In reality, we should read that story
throughout the year to remind us of His birth, He is coming again, and the truth that He
always has room for us.
When we make room for Jesus we learn to enjoy the peace he can give us. He can take away
the stresses of our daily lives and schedules. During this season and throughout the year, let’s
make room for more of His presence and honor Him in our actions and attitudes. We can
celebrate the birth of Christ and look forward to the second coming when he returns for his
people.
Thank you, Lord, for always having room for me, even on days when I don’t deserve it.

BETHLEHEM CANDLE

Psalm 72:1-8

“Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the royal son!
May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice!
Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness!
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the children of the needy,
and crush the oppressor!
May they fear you while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all
generations!
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth!
In his days may the righteous flourish,
and peace abound, till the moon be no more!
May he have dominion from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth!”

DAY 11

Salvador Blanco - The Well Church Florence

Psalm 72 was written as a prayer concerning David’s lineage beginning here with Solomon.
It was a prayer in hopes that God would grant the king great success in ruling God’s people,
protecting the poor and oppressed, and bringing blessing to all the nations. It seems like it
would be enough to read David’s prayer for Solomon as he takes his throne and say, “Wow,
this is a rich prayer I should use to pray as a parent over my kids or government officials.”
After all, isn’t this what parents want from their children and what we want from earthly
rulers? While humans can fulfill some of these things they can only fulfill them partially. We
must look for Jesus who fulfills these virtues perfectly. When we read scripture, we are not
transformed by the mere words on the pages or by what it “means to us…” but rather by,
“beholding the glory of the Lord,[e][we] are being transformed into the same image from
one degree of glory to another.” (2 Cor. 3:18) In shorter terms, we are transformed when we
behold the Lord Jesus. The beauty of this is that in every page of scripture we can behold
Jesus. In this season, I sometimes wonder if many of us try to find Christ in Christmas
before finding Christ in our Bibles. In this Royal Psalm, the Holy Spirit through David was
pointing to a greater King, the Eternal King, - King Jesus. He is the one who is perfectly
righteous and judges in perfect righteousness (v.1-2). He is sovereign and omnipotent and
yet watches after the poor (v.2a-4). He crushes the oppressor justly (v. 4b). He is to be feared
(v. 5). Because of Him the righteous flourish and peace abounds (v. 7). To Him belongs
dominion over everything for He created it all (v. 8). This is what transforms the people of
God, beholding our God as he is portrayed in the Holy Scriptures and praising him for who
He is. This is the Christ that Christmas is all about.
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,
Great David’s greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed,
His reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
To set the captive free;
To take away transgression,
And rule in equity.
(Hail to Lord’s Anointed – James Montgomery (1821))

BETHLEHEM CANDLE

Matthew 3:1-12

“In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the
wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of
by the prophet Isaiah when he said,
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.’”
Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a
leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts
and wild honey.
Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about
the Jordan were going out to him, and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins.
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and
Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them,
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from
the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with
repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God
is able from these stones to raise up children for
Abraham. Even now the ax is laid to the root of the
trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who
is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I
am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather
his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.””

DAY 12

Betsi Boutwell - The Well Church Huntsville

John the Baptist didn’t look or act like other men of his time. He wore camel’s hair and ate
locusts and wild honey. He was a man of the wilderness. And the people flocked to him. He
spoke truth that drew the masses to him like moths to a flame.
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
The truth was stirring, to the point the Pharisees and Sadducees were coming out to see why
those in Jerusalem and all Judea and the Jordan region were coming in droves confessing
their sins. When John the Baptist saw them, he brought more truth. This truth seemed
harsh and shook them. How could this wilderness man say this to them?
But the gospel does not tiptoe around truth. It is strong and fierce and has the ability to
wash over us and cleanse our souls and unite us with our Father. And thank God our Father
for that. There is nothing to do, no amount of works to accomplish, we just simply run
towards the truth to the One more powerful than all. We repent and confess and He will
bring us peace and freedom.

BETHLEHEM CANDLE

Mark 10:17-22

“And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran
up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And
Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No
one is good except God alone. You know the
commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit
adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do
not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” And
he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from
my youth.” And Jesus, looking at him, loved him,
and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that
you have and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”
Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful,
for he had great possessions.”

DAY 13

Doug Brown - 7-Points

At one time or another, I have heard all my children say, “I can’t wait for Christmas to get
here.” To which, I likely replied, “Me too, and this is going to be the best Christmas ever!” I
have always loved the Christmas season and our family has several Christmas traditions we
have kept year after year. Most of those traditions have come from the traditions of Laurie’s
family and mine. And each year, I want Christmas to be the best ever.
The Rich Young Ruler wanted something more for himself. He came to Jesus and humbly
asked, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal Life?” He tells Jesus of the many
traditions he has kept since his youth, obeying the law and following the traditions of his
religion. But Jesus tells him there is something missing. “Sell all that you have and give to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” The Scripture tells us
he left disheartened and sorrowful.
I believe this Christmas season, Jesus wants us to have the best Christmas ever! However, for
many, just like the Rich Young Ruler, something will be missing. Too often our focus is on
family traditions, buying gifts, decorating, making sure we have the perfect meal, and many
other activities that have nothing to do with Christ. All of this can be very stressful. And
unfortunately, such stress can lead us to miss Christ entirely during the Christmas season.
The one thing we can take away from the Rich Young Ruler is that he came seeking Jesus.
Advent is a time of anticipation and anticipation leads to seeking! In order to have the best
Christmas ever, it must start by seeking Christ and anticipating that we will meet Christ in a
new and exciting way. To do this, we must take our eyes off the things around us and seek
Christ in every aspect of our celebration. We must adapt this Christmas season to one of
prioritizing the giving of ourselves and, most importantly, seeking Christ and following
Him.
Do you want to have the best Christmas ever? Stop focusing on the things you dread and
anticipate meeting the Christ of Christmas! The greatest treasure this Christmas season will
not be some treasure around the tree but the treasures that come from seeking Christ,
prioritizing Christ, and following Him in every aspect of our lives.
Make this your best Christmas Ever!!!

BETHLEHEM CANDLE

John 15:13

“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay
down his life for his friends.”

DAY 14

Julie Heflin - The Well Church Florence

On the night of Jesus’ betrayal, he sat among the disciples, imparting to them his final
teaching. Of course, the disciples did not know this, but Jesus understood perfectly what the
next few hours would bring upon them. Even so, he does not withdraw from the disciples;
in fact, we see him drawing near to them. Over the course of the Last Supper, we read Jesus’
parting words to his own. These disciples, these men who had followed his every step over
the last three years, these were the friends of the Messiah. Yet even as he spoke, they did not
understand his words, but what man cannot understand in his mind God makes known in
his soul.
Prior to Easter in the spring of 2017, my community at The Well Church Florence printed
and hung art installations of the Stations of the Cross in downtown Florence. The artist,
Scott Erikson, describes the purpose of these stations explaining, “The Stations of the Cross
began as a practice that pilgrims would have when they were retracing Jesus’ finals steps in
Jerusalem up to the hill where he was crucified. Wanting to share that practice and
experience with people who couldn’t make the trip to the Holy City, they created these
stations of meditation that became in itself a tradition.” These stations outline the Messiah’s
journey to the cross, highlighting crucial moments that define the redemption of humanity.
Each of Erikson’s stations are titled, followed by scripture to emphasize the image’s meaning.
The second station, titled “Jesus Is Betrayed,” depicts Judas’s betrayal. Printed neatly below
the title are the words, “Friend, do what you came here to do,” (Matthew 26:50). The tenth
station, titled “Jesus Dies” depicts a lamb, looking as if it has been slaughtered. The scripture
beneath the title reads, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends,” (John 15:13).
Even in the midst of his betrayal, Jesus calls Judas his friend. Putting this together as I read
through the stations, I was shocked. It was something I had never noticed before, but after
finally recognizing the connection I couldn’t look away. How could he do it? How could
Jesus look into the eyes of the man who had sold him into the hands of the soldiers as call
him friend?
Love. He did it for love.
This is probably the answer you anticipated, but there is no getting around what the Lord
has made plain to us. You and I have been drawn near that we may share in this friendship
with Christ. He is Lord, he is Savior, and he is Friend. The psalmist writes, “Your love,
LORD, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies,” (Psalm 36:5). Understand
today, the Lord has come for love. He has come not to condemn us but to complete us, and
we are only made complete through His perfect and steadfast love. Romans chapter 8 is very
clear; nothing can separate us from the love of God. Betrayal did not surprise the Savior, my
sin does not deter his pursuit, and my failure does not define his glory. God gave his only
Son that we may be reconciled back to Him. God’s love encompasses time itself—from
beginning to end, His love embraces us through rebellion and humility.

SHEPHERD’S CANDLE

Isaiah 40:10-11

“Behold, the Lord God comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.”

DAY 15

Allen Tate - The Well Church Florence Lead Pastor
The Shepherd’s Candle, Day 1
Behold.

Turn your gaze Heavenward. The Lord God will come with might. Might that would be
marked by a powerful demonstration of His sovereign rule through His “arm” that
providentially controls history. Might that points to a day when he would both rule and
reign over the whole earth. Might that assures his victory. Might that gives us the confidence
that no earthly force can resist His will.
Behold.
Turn your gaze to His works. Works in sending the Christ in the likeness of man. Works
that led to His sacrifice. Works of His grace and mercy offering salvation for those far from
Him. Works that speak of His Great Glory and Honor forevermore. Works that we rest in.
Behold.
Turn your gaze to his heart. His heart which leads like a shepherd. A heart that ensures “we
shall not want”. A heart that guides us to fields and streams of plenty, and makes certain we
are protected from the enemy. A heart that gathers us into His arms and holds us close to
comfort us often. A heart that cares for us and carries us when we are tired and weary.
Some 700 years before Christ would be born, the prophet Isaiah saw Him as He would be.
Strong and mighty, and yet caring and nurturing. Strong enough to stand against the enemy
who will come against Him, and still caring enough to give us the things we need on a daily
basis.
But how often do we forget? How often do we lower our gaze to busyness or problems of the
day? How quickly do we fail to remember that we are not alone or forsaken in this life?
Be reminded today that your Shepherd has come. You’re no longer left to wander through
this life without a path or purpose. You’re no longer stranded and entangled by the snares
and traps of the enemy. You’re no longer a slave to fear or sin.
He is mighty. He is gracious. He is wise. He is gentle. Lift up your gaze. Behold Him.
“Lift up your heads, O gates, And be lifted up, O ancient doors, That the King of glory may
come in! Who is the King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, The Lord mighty in battle.”
Psalm 24:7–8

SHEPHERD’S CANDLE

Luke 2:8-14

“And in the same region there were shepherds out in
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
filled with great fear. And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great
joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God
and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!””

DAY 16

Elaine Price - 7-Points

I’ve often wondered what it might be like to be there on the night Jesus was born on
Earth. This was the moment all of creation had waited for since the “fall of man”
described in Genesis 3. God made into flesh. It’s thought-provoking. Where would I have
been? How would I have responded? Would I have been one of the first to hear the
news?
God chose a group of shepherds living out in the fields nearby to be the first ones to hear
the news of His Son’s arrival. I’ve heard many messages on why God chose the
shepherds instead of the high society people of the day to share the news with first. I
certainly believe God chooses the foolish things of the world to shame the wise and the
weak things of the world to shame the strong (1 Corinthians 1:27). But I believe it had
much more to do with the condition of their hearts than their status in life. God knows our
hearts. He knows whose heart is ready to receive Him and ready to share the good news
of Him with others. Obviously, the shepherds had hearts ready to believe and receive the
news the angels came to share.
What about us? Are our hearts open to believe, receive, learn, trust, and obey what He
wants to teach us? This Christmas, I believe each of us will have a unique opportunity to
believe more fully, trust more completely, love more entirely, and obey more completely.
But will we take this opportunity? Will we be ready? Do we have the type of heart the
shepherds had? I hope and pray as we prepare for this Advent season, God will form in
us hearts like the shepherds - humble, teachable, and ready to share the Good News of
Jesus.
God, we pray you will give us a heart to love you. Form in us hearts like the shepherds
whom you chose to share your best news with! Jesus is born! Please prepare us to
share this news with others this Christmas season.

SHEPHERD'S CANDLE

Romans 5:8

“but God shows his love for us in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.”

DAY 17

Tera and Eric Kirkman - Broadway

Through the years, we celebrate numerous special occasions. We celebrate birthdays,
weddings, the birth of a child, and Christmas. One way we demonstrate our love and
excitement during these occasions is by the giving of a gift. Our Heavenly Father loves us
dearly and because of His unfailing love, He has given us the greatest gift ever given- the gift
of eternal life. This gift, if accepted, is infinite. You cannot misplace it, it will not tarnish,
nor will thieves break in and steal this gift from you. Some often think that they are not
worthy of the gift of eternal life. Scripture says, “While we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us.” God already knew our shortcomings and He knows that there are times when we fall
from grace. Nevertheless, the amazing thing about this gift is that it is eternal. He still loves
us!
As we celebrate the coming of Christ, let us not forget the greatest gift that was ever given.
Remember that we were shown mercy and grace not because we deserve it, but because He
loves us. Let us extend grace to those around us as an act of celebration because Christ died
for us. God is always working on our behalf through the examples He sets through His
actions. God, even in all His glory and ultimate authority, lays out perfect examples of how
we are to live and treat each other...with compassion, love and even in sacrifice. These
actions are carried out despite the conditions of the other person, just as God loves us
despite our conditions. What a great way to show others that Christ lives in you...by
showing others compassion and love IN SPITE of them or us....Making it all about Christ!

SHEPHERD’S CANDLE

John 13:34-35

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love
one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to
love one another. By this all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.”

DAY 18

Ron Crow - 7-Points

Love was so important to Jesus that He told His disciples shortly before His arrest and
crucifixion, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another. By this all will
know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35).
Jesus spoke these words after He had finished washing the disciples’ feet. Jesus made it quite
clear that our loving one another was not a suggestion, but a “new commandment” to us
from God. This love we are to have for one another is not optional, but a requirement of a
Christian.
Why does Jesus command us to love? He gives this command because there is a part of every
one of us that rebels against the idea of pure, unconditional love. Despite endless examples
of Jesus’ undeserved and unconditional love for us – there is a part of us that says such love
is out of place in the world in which we live.
How do people in this world recognize us as Christians? Jesus said we should love each other
just as He loved his disciples. Jesus says we should love others in the same way that Jesus
loves us. His love is sacrificial and self-giving. We see that on the cross. He loved us so much
that He willingly gave his life for us. His love is genuine, honest, caring and compassionate.
His love is not turned off and on by fleeting passions or emotional highs. His love knows no
limits.
The Bible states that our ability to love comes from our relationship with Jesus Christ. “We
love him, because he first loved us (1 John 4:19). Understanding this is critical to our ability
to live out the Christian life of love. The more the love of Jesus fills our lives, the more we
will be able to love others with the same kind of love He continually shows to us.
Take a few moments and thank God for the unconditional love He has shown us. Ask Him
to help you show this same love to others each and every day.

SHEPHERD'S CANDLE

Psalm 146:5-10

“Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord his God,
who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the fatherless,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
The Lord will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, to all generations.
Praise the Lord!”

DAY 19

Ethan McCreary - The Well Church Huntsville Campus Pastor
Who do you put your trust in?
This world offers many things that would seem to give us individuals joy and satisfaction
that lasts. The pursuit of success. The relationships with others. The American dream. All of
these things attempt to offer a life that will satisfy our internal desires for purpose and
meaning in this life. However, all of these things return void. The things or people do not
offer the security that we can find in the Kingdom.
The Psalmist says, “Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no
salvation. When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans
perish.” (Ps 146:3–4). The people of this world cannot offer us the salvation we look for in
this life. These people are merely a part of creation. In their position with God, they are the
clay while God is the potter. The salvation we seek in life only comes from the creator, not
the creation. Our ultimate trust cannot go into other people.
What shall we do then? Where can we lay our trust? The answer is simple.
Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord his God, (Ps 146:5).
While the world is broken from sin, the world is offered an eternal solution: God himself.
Where the people of the world need help, God can provide help. When the people of the
world need hope, God provides hope. God is the one who frees the prisoner, opens the eyes
of the blind, and watches over all of his people. God and God alone is the one we can look
to.
Therefore, who will you look to for your help? Put your trust in Jesus, our savior who was
and is and is to come. In God’s great love for us, he sent his one and only son to save us by
his grace and grace alone.

SHEPHERD’S CANDLE

Isaiah 61:1-3

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to those who are
bound;
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to grant to those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.”

DAY 20

Kelly Thigpen - The Well Church Florence

The Greatest Story ever told is that of a loving God who rescues His people, who have sinned
against Him and turned away from Him time after time, by sending His Son, Jesus, to be born
as a baby to a virgin. This baby would then live a sinless life for the ultimate purpose of dying
for the sins of the world, so that those who call upon His name and believe in Him could be
reconciled back to the Father and spend eternity with Him. This is the Good News of the
Gospel.
The Christmas story is one that we can hear many times and easily forget the gravity of what
God did for us through His Son, Jesus. We celebrate Advent every year, but do we really
understand the weight of what it means? It means Christ came. It means that Christ has
reconciled. He undid what was done at the Fall, and did what we could never do on our own.
Advent means that He came and he died for the sins of humanity and gave us hope, though
we were undeserving.
When we look at Isaiah 61:1-3, Christ’s coming may not be the first thing that comes to
mind—but look closer. In the gospel of Luke 4:18-22, Jesus is fulfilling the words Isaiah spoke
in chapter 61. Jesus says “The Spirit of the Lord is on Me, because He has anointed Me to
preach good news to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim deliverance to the captives and
recovery of sight to the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favor.” Jesus follows with, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
Given the fulfillment of Scripture, this means that, through Isaiah’s words spoken hundreds of
years before Jesus came, CHRIST has brought good news to the poor. CHRIST has bound up
the broken hearted. CHRIST has proclaimed liberty to the captives. CHRIST has opened the
prison doors. CHRIST has brought comfort. CHRIST has brought beauty for ashes... joy
instead of mourning... praise instead of despair.
Isaiah 61:3 ends with “that they may be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for
the display of His splendor.” Why did Jesus come? Why did Jesus do things like bring good
news to the poor? Why do we take the Good News of the Gospel to those that don’t know it?
To display the splendor of the Lord. By Him and for Him. During this Advent season, may
we remember the significance of Christ’s coming. May that pour over into praise and gratitude
for a Savior that came for us, in order to reconcile us back to Himself. May we be
representations of Christ’s righteousness, and through this, may we display the splendor of the
Lord and what He has done in each of our lives.

SHEPHERD’S CANDLE

Hebrews 2:9

“But we see him who for a little while was made
lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with
glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so
that by the grace of God he might taste death for
everyone.”

DAY 21

Katherine Stone - 7-Points

When I first received this assignment and opened up my designated verse my first response
was “Nope! Too hard for me. I’m no Bible Scholar. I’m not going to do this.” I dismissed it
for about a day and then in a group text between myself, Barrett and Brother John, he asked
the dreaded question. “Did you get my email?” Great, now I’m going to have to tell him
that I can’t do it. So being the straightforward person that I am I replied, “Yep and it’s too
hard. Can I have another verse?” I mean this is about Christmas, the Christmas season, all
things Baby Jesus. I have child-like faith and I explain things to my five year old and two
year old in child-like terms. How did I get a verse that talks about being sent lower than the
angels, the suffering of death, being crowned with glory and honor, and tasting death for
everyone? How am I supposed to write about Christmas with this verse? When I asked for
a different verse I asked him if I could have Luke 2:7 instead (“and they wrapped Him in
swaddling clothes and laid Him in the manger). Now THAT is a verse I can write about!
Brother John quickly responded that I couldn’t have that verse but that he would see if I
could swap. I agreed and thought surely the next verse they sent me would be easier.
Several days went by, then a week and still no verse ever arrived. I started thinking with the
deadline approaching what if that new verse doesn’t come. So being the Bible Scholar that I
am not, I started googling. I read Hebrews 2:9 over and over in different translations. I
read it in the NIV, King James, The Message, and New American Standard and over and
over it read the same. “We see HIM, made for a little while lower than the angels, namely,
JESUS, because of the suffering of death crowned with GLORY and HONOR, so that by
the GRACE of God He might taste death for everyone.” Over and over I read that verse.
Translation after translation and it was like God was saying “Hey Katherine, it really is
THAT simple.” It really is about Christmas after all. It really is about the greatest gift ever
given to us. God sent HIS only son as a baby to this earth. He came to earth just like us, as
a baby, and was lower than the angels for a short amount of time. Then on that old rugged
cross He died and rose again and was crowned with Glory and Honor and ascended to
Heaven to live forever with the Father. His name was JESUS and He alone died on the cross
for my sin…for OUR sin! He took death for me, a sinner, a wife, a mom, a daughter, a
sister, a friend…for US…for EVERYONE who believes, so that we could have eternal life
with Him. That is the greatest gift anyone could EVER give and the true and only reason
for this wonderful Christmas season.
Merry Christmas from our family to yours!

A N G EL ’ S C A N D L E

Luke 1:30-33

“And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. And behold,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High. And the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

DAY 22

Ryan Tyler - 7-Points Discipleship & Church Growth Pastor
Angel’s Candle, Day 1
Christ is the Prince of Peace; He came to reconcile us with God and others.
During this time of the year we hear “peace on Earth” declared; that peace on Earth comes
through peace in our souls. Peace in our souls only comes through Jesus.
True peace is only found in Jesus. Only Jesus can give peace because He paid the price for our
peace. He took His life to the cross, completed all that was required for us to stand right before
the Holy God. Colossians 2:13-15 says Jesus took our trespasses and nailed them to the cross,
disarming the rulers and principalities, putting them to shame and triumphing over them.
Jesus died for sin and its consequence of hell, and because of that, we can have peace.
The struggle in our soul for acceptance, worth and value is settled by the life and death Jesus.
Our rebirth through Him to God settles our soul to peace. Our lack of peace is peace with
God, and the only answer is to turn to Jesus Christ. In Him we can live a life of peace. In Him
we can follow God and love Him and love our friends and family and the people we work
with. In Him a stop can be put to the things which turn our motives away from God. In
Mary’s son, God’s Son, peace and salvation are found.
Christmas is intensely personal. Don’t miss this! It is the day Christians celebrate the birth of
Jesus, the One who saves His people from their sins. Have you bowed your knee, have you
surrendered your life to become a member of His kingdom? He saves His people from their
sins, those who are members of His kingdom. If you have never surrendered your life to Christ
what better time could there possibly be than now?
Bow your knees, and in prayer ask God to forgive you of your sins and allow Him to have the
authority in your life.

A N G EL ’ S C A N D L E

Luke 2:8-14

“And in the same region there were shepherds out in
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
filled with great fear. And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great
joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God
and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!”

DAY 23

Dr. Roger Mardis - 7-Points

Is dinner ready? Are you still getting ready? Do you think the team will be ready? I know
you've studied, do you feel ready for the exam? Much of what we do on a daily basis is
preparation so we will be ready for the event that lay ahead.
For example, I'm sure many of us have spent much time and precious resources in recent days
in anticipation of time with family and friends to celebrate Christmas. Gifts, cards, trees,
lights, food, music, parties...and so much more, are all deemed necessary. Why do we do all of
this? (By now we may all be wondering that!) We attempt to do all these areas because we feel
it will make us 'ready' and to make the event more memorable.
When it came time for God's Son to be born, Christ was sent to a world that had been
providentially and purposefully made ready. Paul calls this 'the fullness of time'. Historians
and theologians alike point to the Pax Romana (Peace of Rome) as a description of this era.
Stability, a common language, communication, travel, and a thriving road system all made it
an ideal time for God to send His Son into the world and for the message of the gospel to be
shared. The result, Paul said, was our redemption and the right to be called sons ( Galatians
4:5). God made the world ready for His Son's first coming so we could be ready for His Son's
second coming. Now that's good!
Often we think the Christmas story is limited to few Old Testament prophecies, two lengthy
genealogies, or Matthew and Luke's descriptive accounts. But here the Apostle sends a letter
to a local church in Galatia and reminds them of the advent. It is similar to what the Highland
family has been experiencing during these days.
It happened at 'the fullness of time'. Interestingly, Paul uses this idea in another place, Romans
11, where he discusses 'the fullness of the Gentiles' (v. 25). This fullness could refer to a
specific number of Gentiles or it could mean a sweeping revival or it may mean the gospel
penetrating every culture, continent, and people. Whatever this phrase means , it refers to the
positive outflow of the message of grace among Gentiles before the end of time.
You see, 2000 years ago God was getting the world ready for His coming and today He is
getting the church ready...and then He will send His Son...again!
Will you be ready?

CHRIST’S CANDLE

Galatians 4:4-5
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption
as sons.”

Luke 2:1-20
“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went
to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made
known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in
a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them
concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But
Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.”

CHRIST'S CANDLE

Christmas has always been very special to me. I love the beauty,
the magic, the joy of the season. I like the music, the decorations, the treats, and the parties where friends and families get
together. I like giving and receiving gifts, and I like the mood
Christmas puts most people in. However, the thing I enjoy most
about Christmas is being home.
When I was in seminary, I spent my first ever Christmas season
away from my family and my home. Fortunately, I was able to
drive in late in the middle of the night on Christmas Eve that
year and I had never been more excited to be home. Even now,
there is nowhere I would rather spend Christmas than in my
home with Charman, Elizabeth, Johnathan, and any other
family members who happen to join us.
Our family, like most, has cherished Christmas traditions. There
are things we like to eat, movies we like to watch, and things we
like to do. But the one big tradition our family has carried on
and passed from generation to generation involves our time
around the Christmas tree. Before we do anything else, we read
that passage from Luke 2:1-20. We read about the census that
sent Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem at the right time for Jesus
to be born. We read about the stable and the manger and the
angels who told the shepherds and the baby Jesus they found
right where they were told He would be. We read about the
people who heard what the angels told the shepherds and
wondered at the news.
Our son, Johnathan recently shared a similar memory and
expressed the same joy in being home for Christmas.
Christmas has always been my favorite time of year; however, if
it weren’t for family I don’t know that I could say that. While
Christmas provides beauty through things like music, lights,
and smells, it is family that rings most beautiful.

DAY 24
Dr. John Brock - 7-Points Senior Pastor & Jonathan Brock - 7-Points
Last year I was away at college and had to stay in Montgomery until a week before Christmas, and I think it made me realize my desire to be around those I loved most for Christmas. While I decorated the apartment and spent quite a bit of time watching Christmas
movies, it still wasn’t the same. There is nothing more special to me than sitting around the
living room with my family partaking in our time-honored traditions; specifically, reading
the scripture that records the Christmas story. Sharing moments like that is what makes
Christmas at home so special to me.
The beloved Christmas carol, O Holy Night, contains these four lines.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn
A longing, weary world saw the sunrise of a new morning of hope when Jesus came. His
coming says that you are valuable to Him. His coming says that there is hope for all who
turn away from their sin and believe the gospel. His coming says that no matter how broken
life may seem to you, a new and more glorious morning is breaking.
Presents are forgotten, decorations come down, and music changes with the season. But the
good news that a Savior has come for us stays. In fact, it is in that glorious good news that
each heart finds its home.
His birth in a humble village to an awestruck, terrified young girl and her courageous
husband inspired the song of angels, the worship of shepherds, and the gifts of wise men. It
has inspired the pen of songwriters and poets. It has stirred the souls of kings and peasants.
But this story is only good news when we understand the whole story. That baby came to
give His life for us. The day came more than three decades later when He bore my sin and
yours and died in our place on the cross, bearing the penalty for our sin. When we turn from
our sin and place our faith in Him alone, our hearts are finally home.
You may be surrounded by family in a joyful celebration or alone and lonely fighting back
the tears of a broken heart. On this Christmas Day, whoever you are, wherever you are, our
Savior, Christ Jesus wants to be your home. When you turn to Him and lay yourself at His
feet, you will know what it means, maybe for the first time, to really and truly be at home
for Christmas.
Merry Christmas! He has come!
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