
The Meaning of Baptism 

1. Greek word baptizo literally means “to immerse or dip under water” 

2. It illustrates Christ’s death and resurrection 

“Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the 

dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”  Romans 6:4 

a. Baptism is not a seal of a person’s salvation, but a sign.  A seal verifies something, but a symbol 

represents it.   

b. (example:  a ring in a marriage is a sign of the marriage, but sexual union after taking vows is the 

seal of the marriage)- The sign of salvation is baptism; the seal is the Holy Spirit. 

“Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, who also sealed us and 

gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.”  2 Corinthians 1:21-22 

3. It illustrates new life as a Christian 

“So then, those who had received his word were baptized…”  Acts 2:41a 

“Therefore is anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have 

come.”  2 Corinthians 5:17 

“For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”  Galatians 3:27 

4. It is the confession of the believer that Jesus is Lord of their life and is a sign of recognition with Christ. 

a.  In Acts 2:38, Peter said, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of your sins.”  Some people take this statement to mean that baptism is necessary 

for salvation, but that seems contradictory to Romans 10:9-10 which makes no mention of baptism, 

but says, “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart, a person believes, resulting in 

righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.”  According to Romans what 

is necessary for salvation is a belief and a confession.  The confession of Romans 10 is a 

proclamation before others of “Jesus as Lord.”   

b. What Peter said in Acts 2 about baptism is that for salvation, a public proclamation is necessary.  

Jesus said, “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My 

Father who is in heaven.  But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My 

Father who is in heaven.”  Matthew 10:32-33 

5. It is a sign of recognition with other believers.  It is a confession by the person baptized recognizing the 

group of people baptizing them as children of God and that they are correct in their beliefs about salvation.  

It does not make people part of God’s family, it shows that they already are. 

“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and 

we were all made to drink of one Spirit.”  1 Corinthians 12:13 

a. Jews in the day of Moses “all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea” 1 Corinthians 

10:2.  This is because they were being recognized with Moses.     

b. Some people ask, “Why does it matter what the group of people believes?”  Because, the baptized 

person is becoming recognized with them, whether they have the correct beliefs or not.  It wouldn’t 

matter whether you thought you were joining the boy scouts if you were really joining the Nazi 

party.  What matters is what the group of people being recognized with believes. “…all of us who 

have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death…we have been buried with 

Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead…so we too might walk 

in newness of life.”  Romans 6:3-4 (italics mine) 

The Motive for Baptism  
1. It is a command in Scripture to do so (Acts 2:38, Acts 22:16, Matthew 28:19) 

2. To follow the example of Christ 

a. Jesus himself was baptized (Matthew 3:13-17, Mark 1:9-11, Luke 3:21-22, John 1:29-33) 

b. Jesus said to his disciples, “The cup that I drink you shall drink; and you shall be baptized with 

the baptism with which I am baptized” Mark 10:38 

3. It is what show others that a believer is recognized with Christ and His Church 

“So then, those who had received his word were baptized…” Acts 2:41a 



The Method of Baptism 

1. Specifics in Scripture about the method: 

a. There needs to be “much water” John 3:23 

b. There needs to be a going “down into the water” Acts 8:38 

c. There needs to be a symbolic burial “with Him (Christ) through baptism into death” Romans 6:4 

d. There needs to be a “coming up out of the water” Mark 1:10 

2. What some church leaders have had to say about the method of baptism: 

a. Martin Luther, “I would have those who are to be baptized to be entirely immersed, as the word 

imports and the mystery signifies” 

b. John Calvin, “The word ‘baptize’ signifies immerse.  It is certain that immersion was the practice of 

the ancient church.” 

c. John Wesley, “Buried with Him, alludes to baptizing by immersion according to the custom of the 

first church.” 

d. Ulrich Zwingli, “if we were to baptize as Christ instituted it, then we would not baptize any person 

until he has reached the years of discretion; for I find it nowhere written that infant baptism is to be 

practiced,” but also later said, “If, however, I were to terminate the practice (infant baptism), then I 

fear I would lose my prebend (a stipend received for preaching).” 

e. Charles H. Spurgeon, “If any person can give a consistent and instructive interpretation of the text 

otherwise than by assuming believers’ immersion to be Christian baptism, I should like to see them 

do it.  I myself am quite incapable of performing such a feat, or even of imagining how it can be 

done.  I am content to take the view that baptism signifies burial of believers in water in the name of 

the Lord.” 

3.  “Baptismal Sacramentalism” and “Baptism of confirmation” ?   Infant/ child baptism (Paedobaptism), 

before a confession of faith, did not, as far as Scripture describes and church historians have thus found, 

occur until the second century A.D.  Baptism for children (including infants) was originally instituted 

because of Catholic beliefs in sacramentalism (belief that sacraments are necessary for salvation).  If 

sacramentalism were true, then it would be necessary for infants to be baptized to receive grace from God 

to be saved (Baptism was believed to take away original sin).  But, Scripture does not support 

sacramentalism as a means of salvation.  By the Middle Ages, infant baptism was prominent throughout 

Europe- where the church and state were sometimes synonymous and where baptism had come to be for 

citizenship as well as a sacrament.  During the Reformation, study of the Scriptures led people to recognize 

the fallacy of the sacramental motive for infant baptism.  Infant baptism, then, if it were to be continued, 

was in need of a new motive.  At this point, it was said that baptism was a covenant sign between parents 

and God on behalf of their child as a promise to raise their children in the faith until that child was old 

enough to make his or her own profession of faith.  This custom, when it was first designed, was said to be 

similar to the practice of circumcision, symbolically.  Circumcision was a sign of the covenant given to 

Abraham (Gen. 17:9-10).  It was to be done to male infants within the Jewish community as a sign of 

earthly, temporal blessings that God promised to them.  Nowhere in the New Testament does it say that 

baptism is a carryover, or ever to mean the same thing as circumcision.  Only in one place are circumcision 

and baptism even spoken of together (Col. 2:11-12).  Even there it does not say that circumcision is 

replaced by baptism, but says that spiritual circumcision in God removed the flesh and that baptism is a 

sign of being buried and raised with Christ.  Paul, in the New Testament, also says that the circumcision of 

Abraham was after faith was credited to him as righteousness and it was for making him the father of all 

those who had faith; (Rom. 4:10-13) circumcision was Abraham’s seal, not sign.  Circumcision was not 

replaced by baptism because circumcision was still practiced by some in the New Testament church.  It was 

practiced mostly by Jewish converts to Christianity and not usually Gentiles.  It was for Jewish reasons and 

to be above reproach that Timothy was circumcised before he went on a journey with Paul, but Titus was 

not compelled to be circumcised (Gal. 2:3).  Others in following Jewish practice, still carried out 

circumcision, but it was never seen as a sign of their faith in Christ.  Unlike circumcision, baptisms in the 

bible were done after someone’s conversion, not at someone’s birth.  There is no New Testament record of 

any child or infant being baptized.  There is, though, record of people who had been baptized once before 

to be rebaptized into Christ (Acts 19:1-5).  Rebaptism was not condemned in the N.T.     



Historical dates of baptism-related events (most dates are approximate) 
A. Baptisms performed by members of the early church (NT era) 

B. 110 AD In Didache, an early Christian ministry handbook, baptism is said to be done by immersion in running water if 

possible, if not then pouring water on the head three times in the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit could suffice  

C. 117 AD Written is that baptisms are performed as signs of repentance 

D. 117 AD Baptisms in some areas were said to be invalid if done by someone other than a priest 

E. 145 AD First time it appears that baptism was said to be a requirement to enter heaven (said by only a few churches) 

F. 195 AD First record of infant baptism being practiced and soon it was instated officially by some churches 

G. 200 AD Church father, Tertullian, argued against the practice of baptism until the person became a believer 

H. 217 AD In some churches all candidates for baptism had to enroll in a three year probation period to see if their faith was 

real after conversion before being baptized 

I. 240 AD  First treatise on original sin and infant baptism (it is said to remove original sin from Adam) 

J. 255 AD Any method of baptism said to be “officially” appropriate as long as faith (by someone) is present 

K. 316 AD Many people baptized in Roman empire under threat of death (baptism also becomes requirement for Roman 

citizenship) 

L. 400 AD Baptism widely considered necessary to enter heaven (If a person was not baptized they could not take part in 

communion)-baptism now considered by the Catholic church to be the only way to take away original sin 

M. 680 AD Baptism for the dead condemned (meaning it had been taking place for a while) 

N. 1274 AD Unbaptized infants condemned (made official by Catholic Church) 

O. 1525 AD January 15, the city council of Zurich notified public “Every Anabaptist or rebaptized person, of either sex, is to be 

put to death, by fire or by sword, or by some other means.”     

P. 1530 AD Ulrich Zwingli says baptism is only a sign and does not confer salvation 

Q. 1546 AD Council of Trent-catholic church officially defines justification in which it is necessary to be baptized, taking part 

in the mass and the sacraments to have salvation 

R. 1600s Anabaptists use rebaptism of adults as a political act (rather than the state church baptizing, the “free church” would 

baptize only adults who had converted)  

S. 1611 AD English word “baptize” invented: An English translation of the Bible was commissioned by King James.  At the 

time, almost everyone in England belonged to the Anglican Church which practiced baptism by sprinkling but the translators 

knew the Greek word “baptizo” literally should be translated “immerse”.  The problem was solved by the translators not 

going against the Anglican Church, but by inventing a new English word, “baptize,” leaving it up to readers to interpret it 

for themselves. 

T. 1979 AD Geoffery Bromiley writes Children of the Promise in favor of infant baptism, but saying, “The chief difficulty in 

relation to the New Testament is that it does not give us the plain and direct evidence for or against infant baptism which 

most people desire and which many people think they find in it.” 
 

All Scriptural references of baptism (except where “Baptist” is attached to “John the Baptist”)-only occurs in New 

Testament: 

 
Matthew 3:6 
Matthew 3:7 

Matthew 3:11 

Matthew 3:13 
Matthew 3:14 

Matthew 3:16 

Matthew 20:22 
Matthew 20:23 

Matthew 21:25 

Matthew 28:19 
Mark 1:4 

Mark 1:5 

Mark 1:8 

Mark 1:9 

Mark 10:38 

Mark 10:39 
Mark 11:30 

Mark 16:16 

Luke 3:3 
Luke 3:7 

Luke 3:12 

Luke 3:16 
Luke 3:21 

Luke 7:29 

Luke 7:30 
Luke 12:50 

Luke 20:4 
John 1:25 

John 1:26 

John 1:28 
John 1:31 

John 1:33 

John 3:22 
John 3:23 

John 3:26 

John 4:1 
John 4:2 

John 10:40 

Acts 1:5 

Acts 1:22 

Acts 2:38 

Acts 2:41 
Acts 8:12 

Acts 8:13 

Acts 8:16 
Acts 8:36 

Acts 8:38 

Acts 9:18 
Acts 10:37 

Acts 10:47 

Acts 10:48 
Acts 11:16 

Acts 13:24 
Acts 16:15 

Acts 16:33 

Acts 18:8 
Acts 18:25 

Acts 19:3 

Acts 19:4 
Acts 22:16 

Acts 19:5 

Romans 6:3 
Romans 6:4 

1 Corinthians 1:13 

1 Corinthians 1:14 

1 Corinthians 1:15 

1 Corinthians 1:16 

1 Corinthians 1:17 
1 Corinthians 10:2 

1 Corinthians 12:13 

1 Corinthians 15:29 
Galatians 3:27 

Ephesians 4:5 

Colossians 2:12 
Hebrews 6:2 

1 Peter 3:2

 


