
M A Y G R A D E S

W-1 4-5
2 0 1 7

PRELUDE STORY WORSHIP HOME

User Agreement
Orange gladly grants permission to churches, schools, 
and other licensees to tailor 252 Basics® materials to fit 
their unique leadership requirements, locale and format 
preferences, and physical environment needs. However, if 
you wish to edit the content substantively, including Bible 
stories, learning activities, scripts, and any other content 
in which biblical principles and concepts are presented, 
you are obligated to do so within the doctrinal guidelines 
we’ve expressed in our Statement of Faith. These resources 
are intended to be downloaded and printed for use by 
the subscribing entity only and may not be electronically 
transferred to or duplicated by other non-subscribing 
entities. Any unauthorized reproduction of this material or 
incorporation into a new work is a direct violation of US 
copyright laws. ©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. 
252 Basics® and the 252 Basics® logo are trademarks of 
Orange and the reThink Group.

Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the NEW 
INTERNATIONAL READER’S VERSION®. Copyright © 1996, 
1998, 2014 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. 
Used by permission of Biblica.

Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW 
INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide.

Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three 
persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. God is the Creator, so everything belongs to Him 
and is under His control. God is holy, so He is righteous, 
majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so 
He’s at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea 
compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES
God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% 
accurate, reliable, and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But 
everybody falls short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. 
In other words, everyone has sinned. As a result, we are 
all separated from Him, even though He wants an intimate 
relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, 
died, and rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation 
to all who believe in Jesus and accept Him as Savior—the 
only way to be forgiven and reconciled to God. Anyone who 
accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into God’s 
family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
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The Start 
Peter and John Before the 

Sanhedrin 
Acts 3 and 4

I can trust God no matter what.

Determination—deciding it’s 
worth it to finish what you 

started. 

“Let us not become tired of doing 
good. At the right time we will 
gather a crop if we don’t give up.” 
Galatians 6:9, NIrV

Keep going even when it gets 
hard.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
For Leaders Only
Create the Environment

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Ideas for Early Arrivers
Me Eat Cookie!

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
Opener
Worship
Bible Story
Prayer
Closer

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
“My Strength” from Alive
“Let It Be Known” from Movin’ Me
“Good Good Father” from Kidmin Worship Vol. 4

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Invisible Maze 
Going in Circles 
Memory Maze 
Prayer

HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
GodTime
Parent Cue
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GETTING READY

SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)

Early Arriver
• An offering container

Me Eat Cookie!
•  Oreos® or other round sandwich cookies; about 3 per kid
Note: Be aware of any allergies kids may have. If you know about them ahead of 
time, provide a gluten-free and dairy-free option. 
• Timer (optional)

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.

* 1. Invisible Maze (application activity)
•  Create an 4 x 8 grid on the floor; each square of the grid needs to be big 

enough for a kid to stand in. Create one grid per small group. Options to make 
the grid include:

 o Use painter’s tape, carpet squares, or paper plates.
 o Cut 32 pieces of cardstock in half and tape them to the floor.
 o  Purchase a disposable plastic rectangle tablecloth and draw the grid 

on it. 
•  Print the “Maze Solutions” Activity Page on cardstock; 1 for each small group 

(Note: To make sure kids can’t see the solutions, make sure the paper is turned 
over until time to use it and that nobody can see it but the SGL.)

• Pencil or marker

2. Going in Circles (application activity / review the Bible story) 
• Plastic baseball bats (or 3-foot lengths of pool noodle); 2 for each small group
• Painter’s tape

3. Memory Maze (memory verse activity)
• Dinner-size paper plates (dessert-size are too small); 1 for each kid 
•  Print the “Memory Verse Strips” Activity Page and cut along bold solid line; 1 

set for each kid
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• Print the “Memory Verse Tunnel Illustration” Activity Page; 1-2 for each small group
• Scissors
• Tape
• Marbles; 1 for each kid
• Bibles

Prayer
• No supplies needed

Additional Resources:
• Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 
•  Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, and the Parent Cue app. To find out more 

about these great resources, go to http://www.Studio252.tv/leaders. 
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SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Pray 
that your few would be encouraged today to keep going even when the going gets tough. Ask God to give them strength 
to finish what they’ve started, whether it’s making a new friend, learning to tie a shoe or hit a baseball, or continuing to do 
their best at school while things at home are tough. Ask God to show you opportunities where you can encourage  
your few. 

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
WHAT YOU NEED: Offering container

WHAT YOU DO:
• Invite kids to put their offerings in the offering container as they arrive. 
• Engage kids in conversation. Use the optional questions below to facilitate discussion. 
 o What are things you might think are easy to do? 
 o What about things that are hard to do? 
 o What is something you did this week that was really easy to do? 
 o What was something that was hard to do? 

2. ME EAT COOKIE!
WHAT YOU NEED: Oreos® or vanilla cookies, mobile timer (optional)

WHAT YOU DO:
• Instruct kids to sit on their hands.
• Place a cookie on each kid’s forehead.
• Kids can then try to move the cookie from their forehead to their mouth without using their hands. 
•  They can tilt their head, scrunch their face, wiggle their eyebrows, etc., but they cannot touch the cookie with any part of 

their body except their head. 
•  Once kids get the cookie to their mouth, they can eat it if they want. If a cookie hits the floor, they can get a new cookie, 

especially if they plan on eating it!
•  Optional: Give kids a minute to complete the task. If they are unable to do it, allow them to show determination and 

continue to try. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“That was a lot harder than it sounded! You did a great job sticking with it and not giving up! [Transition] Let’s head to 
Large Group to learn about what it means to decide it’s worth it to finish what you start.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities 
and discussion questions.

* 1. INVISIBLE MAZE (application activity / review the Bible story)
WHAT YOU NEED: 4x8 grid on the floor, “Maze Solutions” Activity Page, pencil/marker

WHAT YOU DO:
• IMPORTANT: Don’t let kids see the “Maze Solutions” Activity Page.
• Lay out the 4x8 grid on the floor.
• Kids stand on one side of the grid and you stand on the other.

WHAT YOU SAY:
“There are many things that are easy for us to do. For example, if I asked you to cross over to me by only stepping in the 
boxes, you would have no problem with that; it would be an easy thing for all of you to do. But sometimes God asks us 
to do something hard, like in our story today. What did Peter and John have to do that was hard in the story? (wait for 
direction; heal a man; be imprisoned; stand up to the religious leaders; tell the whole world about Jesus) Where did they 
show determination? (when they said they would follow God’s direction and talk about Jesus) Did they know exactly how it 
would turn out when they showed determination and decided to continue to talk about Jesus to people? (no, they didn’t 
know how it would turn out but they knew they had to follow God) Well, let’s make this game a bit harder and see if you 
have the determination to get through the maze to the other side.”
 
WHAT YOU DO:
• Tell kids they’ll take turns finding the correct path to cross the maze to get where you are standing.
•  Using the “Maze Solutions” Activity Page, select a path to complete the maze. Do NOT show the kids what path you 

have selected. 
•  The first kid steps on a box. If you are silent, he can continue to another box. As soon as he steps on an incorrect box, 

say, “BEEP!” He exits the maze and the next kid gets a turn. Each kid, as long as he is following your selected hidden 
path through the maze, gets to continue. 

• Kids will make it through the maze by remembering the path previous kids took and then choosing the next correct step.
• No one is allowed to talk and the only sound you can make is “BEEP!” when a kid steps on the wrong box. 
•  Note: The paths on the “Maze Solutions” go from easy to hard. You can choose the degree of difficulty depending on 

your group. An option is to start easy to demonstrate the game and then increase the degree of difficulty to see if the 
kids can stick with it.

• Check out this video for an example of how to play: http://bit.ly/2kmQrhG

WHAT YOU SAY:
“You did a great job navigating the maze! What great determination you had! As the path through the maze became more 
difficult and even longer, you still stuck with it! It had to be hard for Peter and John to stand before the religious leaders 
not knowing if they would be sent back to prison or be free to go. But they knew God wanted them to tell everyone about 
Jesus and they knew how important it was to follow God. When you are ready to give up, remember, just like with Peter 
and John, God is with you and it is important to decide it’s worth it to finish what you started and to [Bottom Line] keep 
going even when it gets hard.”
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2. GOING IN CIRCLES (application activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: 2 Bats or pool noodles, painter’s tape

WHAT YOU DO:
• Divide the group into two teams.
• Create a starting line with the tape and tell teams to line up behind the tape. 
• Place a bat across the room from each team.
•  When you say “Go,” the first kid from each team races to the bat, places one end of the bat on his forehead and the 

other end on the floor, and runs around the bat five times. The bat must be in contact with both the floor and his 
forehead as he circles the bat.

•  When he is done circling the bat five times, he sets the bat on the ground and races back to his team and tags the next 
person in line. 

• Everyone on a team gets a turn to run around the bat and the first team to finish wins.

WHAT YOU SAY:
“It was easy to run to the bat, but when you got dizzy running around the bat, it was hard to get back to your teammates. 
You had to really stick with it and show determination to get back to the starting line even though it felt like you were 
going in circles. You will run into situations in your life when it seems like you are running in circles and you will never get 
through it. Maybe your math homework is so hard you don’t think you will ever finish it. Or maybe you know someone who 
is annoying and it is hard to be kind to them. You will face a lot of challenges in your life—things that will be difficult or 
hard to complete—but you should decide it’s worth it to finish what you start and [Bottom Line] keep going even when it 
gets hard.”

3. MEMORY MAZE (memory verse activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: Paper plates, “Memory Verse Strips” Activity Page, “Memory Verse Tunnel Illustration” Activity Page, 
tape, scissors, marbles, Bibles

WHAT YOU DO:
• Give kids a Bible and look up the memory verse. Read the verse together.

  Finding verses with 4th-5th graders: Our verse is from Galatians. Ask kids to tell you whether that’s in the Old Testament or the 
New Testament. (New) So we know it’s toward the back of the Bible. When they find Galatians, explain that the big numbers on 
the page are the chapter numbers. Tell them to find chapter 6. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Tell them to 
them find verse 9 in chapter 6.

• Give each kid a paper plate and a set of “Memory Verse Strips.”
• Instruct kids to cut out the strips, making sure to leave the “tabs” on each end intact.
• Kids fold along the dotted line on each strip of paper and tape the tabs to their paper plate to create a “tunnel”. (See 
“Memory Verse Tunnel Illustration” for an example.)
•  Make sure the side with the memory verse is showing; kids do not need to create their “tunnels” in any particular order 

or pattern. 
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• When kids are finished creating the 6 “tunnels” on their plate, give each kid a marble.
• Kids must try to pass the marble through the “tunnels” in the correct order of the verse. 
• Encourage kids to try someone else’s “Memory Maze.” Discuss which mazes were easy to do and which mazes were hard.

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Did anyone get tired of trying to get the marble through all the tunnels in the correct order? Just like in this game, there 
are times you will be tired of doing something and want to give up. Maybe you are tired of trying to learn how to play 
the piano or tired of being nice to your brother. Maybe you are tired of cleaning your room and you just want to take a 
break—a really long break—and finish it later. It is very important to decide it’s worth it to finish what you start and to 
[Bottom Line] keep going even when it gets hard or when you are tired and want to give up.”

Optional Additional Discussion Questions:
•  Galatians 6:9 reminds us to: not become tired of doing good (NIrV). What are some examples of doing good? (treating 

others kindly; helping others; making wise choices; listening to our parents; etc.) What does it mean to “not become 
tired”? (to finish what we start; to show determination) Can anyone think of an example from a book or movie where one 
of the characters refused to give up?

•  Galatians 6:9 ends with: At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up (NIrV). What are some of the benefits 
of showing determination—of finishing what you started? What are some good things that can happen when we finish 
what we started and don’t give up? (encouraging others; experiencing joy for finishing a job; showing Jesus’ love to 
others; learning something new; etc.) 

•  (If someone shared about a book or movie character) Did anything good come from the character’s determination? How 
would the story be different if they had or hadn’t shown determination?

•  [Make It Personal] (Share about a time you decided it was worth it to finish something good you started even 
though it was hard to keep going. What happened when you showed determination? Maybe you were helping 
a friend rake their yard and there were A LOT of leaves! But you didn’t give up and when you were done your 
friend was so grateful for your help. Or you wanted to be able to run a 5K but you got so tired of training. 
However, you stuck with it and you were able to participate in a 5K fundraiser.) 

•  Encourage kids to share about a time they showed determination when it was hard and they were tired. What happened 
when they didn’t give up? 

PRAY AND DISMISS
WHAT YOU NEED: No supplies needed

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Pray with the kids. 
 o Thank God that we can trust Him no matter what.
 o  Encourage kids to silently think of a situation where they need to show determination and to ask God for help to 

not give up. Maybe it is learning something new or treating someone kindly. Maybe it is helping someone who is 
not easy to be around. Maybe it is memorizing the verse this week. 

 o  Close by asking God to give us strength to [Bottom Line] keep going even when it gets hard and to finish 
what we start.
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As adults arrive to pick up, explain to parents that today we learned about determination and deciding it’s worth it to finish 
what we start. Encourage kids to show their parents the “Memory Maze” they made and see if their parents can complete 
the maze without giving up. 
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