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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three 
persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. God is the Creator, so everything belongs to Him 
and is under His control. God is holy, so He is righteous, 
majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so 
He’s at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea 
compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES
God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% 
accurate, reliable, and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But 
everybody falls short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. 
In other words, everyone has sinned. As a result, we are 
all separated from Him, even though He wants an intimate 
relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, 
died, and rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation 
to all who believe in Jesus and accept Him as Savior—the 
only way to be forgiven and reconciled to God. Anyone who 
accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into God’s 
family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
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Dude, Where’s My Sheep? 
The Lost Sheep 

Luke 15:1-7
 

I can trust God no matter what.

Forgiveness—deciding that 
someone who has wronged you 

doesn’t have to pay.

“Put up with one another. Forgive 
one another if you are holding 
something against someone. 
Forgive, just as the Lord  
forgave you.” 
Colossians 3:13, NIrV

God forgives you.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
For Leaders Only
Create the Environment

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Ideas for Early Arrivers
Rescue Relay

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
Opener
Worship
Bible Story
Prayer
Closer

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
“Let It Be Known” from Movin’ Me
“Forever Reign” from Living Inside Out

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Lost and Found 
Forgiveness Toolbox 
Forgiveness Fives 
Prayer

HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
GodTime
Parent Cue
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GETTING READY

SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)

Early Arriver
• An offering container

Rescue Relay
• 2 pieces of red poster board
 o Draw a heart on each and cut them out.
 o Cut each heart into 10 pieces that can be formed into a puzzle.
• 2 stuffed animal sheep

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.

1. Lost and Found (application activity / review the Bible story) 
• 2 large boxes (big enough to fit a bag of cotton balls, fluffed out)
• 1 large bag of cotton balls
• Chopsticks; 1 set for each kid
 o  Note: For this age group, use the chopsticks with the ends tied 

together to make a tong-like contraption.  
https://youtu.be/j3y1ulNkfOM

 o  These one-piece chopsticks will also be used in Week 4, Grades 2-3 
Small Group.

* 2. Forgiveness Toolbox (application activity)
• Cereal boxes with 1/3 cut off the top; 1 for each kid
•  Print the “Forgiveness Toolbox Instructions” Activity Page; 1 for each small 

group
 o  Using the instructions and illustration as a guide, cut the front and 

back of the cereal box to about half the height of its sides. 
 o Then round the top edges of the sides.
• Paper towel tubes; 1 for each kid
• Various colors of construction paper
• Scissors 
• Glue and/or tape

M A R C H G R A D E S

W-1 K-1
2 0 1 7

PRELUDE STORY WORSHIP HOME

B I B L E  S T O R Y

B O T T O M  L I N E

M E M O R Y  V E R S E

L I F E  A P P

B A S I C  T R U T H

Dude, Where’s My Sheep? 
The Lost Sheep 

Luke 15:1-7
 

I can trust God no matter what.

Forgiveness—deciding that 
someone who has wronged you 

doesn’t have to pay.

“Put up with one another. Forgive 
one another if you are holding 
something against someone. 
Forgive, just as the Lord  
forgave you.” 
Colossians 3:13, NIrV

God forgives you.

SOCIAL
15 MINUTES

GROUPS
25 MINUTES



PA G E  4
©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com

If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date). 

• Markers 
•  Print the “Forgiveness Project Sticker Labels” on Avery® labels; 1 label for each kid
• Optional: Tools and home improvement type stickers
•  A place to store kids’ toolboxes each week (if this is not possible, kids can take their toolboxes home and add tools to 

them after church each week)

3. Forgiveness Fives (memory verse activity)
• Bibles; for kindergarteners, mark the Bibles at Colossians 3:13

Prayer
• No supplies needed

Additional Resources:
• Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 
•  Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, and the Parent Cue app. To find out more 

about these great resources, go to http://www.Studio252.tv/leaders. 
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SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Ask 
God for a month full of deep conversations and hearts that are hungry to know more about forgiveness. 

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
WHAT YOU NEED: offering container

WHAT YOU DO:
• Collect kids’ offerings as they arrive.
• Ask your small group if they have ever lost something. What was it?
•  Talk about what they did when they lost it. Did they ever find it? Did someone help them find the lost item? If so, how did 

they feel when it was found?

2. RESCUE RELAY
WHAT YOU NEED: Prepared heart puzzle pieces, 2 stuffed animal sheep

WHAT YOU DO:
• Split your small group into two teams and place a sheep about 12 feet away from each team.
• Use the puzzle pieces to cover each sheep up. 
• Kids will race down to the sheep, one at a time, and grab a piece of the puzzle to bring back.
•  Upon returning to the group, kids should tag the next teammate in line, who will then race down to the sheep to retrieve 

the next puzzle piece.
• As the relay race continues, the teams will put their heart puzzle together. 
• The first team to have the heart puzzle formed and “rescue” the sheep wins!

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Those sheep must have been far from home to get stuck like that. You all came to the rescue at just the right time. 
[Transition] Today in Large Group, we are going to learn about another amazing rescue. And it even includes a sheep 
too!”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities 
and discussion questions.

1. LOST AND FOUND (application activity / review the Bible story) 
WHAT YOU NEED: 1 bag of cotton balls, 2 boxes, chopsticks

WHAT YOU DO:
• Place the two boxes on opposite sides of the room. 
• Pour out bags of cotton balls in the middle of the room.
• Tell kids that the cotton balls represent the fluffy sheep in our story today. 
• Kids will use chopsticks to pick up one cotton ball at a time, which they will place in their team’s box.
• As teams are playing, ask them to freeze and answer a review question. 
• Continue until all review questions are answered and cotton balls are picked up.

  Adaptation: If you have a few groups in one room, make each group a team and let them compete against each 
other. Each SGL can be responsible for making his or her group freeze and answer a question. If you think kids will 
get frustrated being told to freeze 10 times, skip a few of the questions and come back to them after the game.

Review Questions: 
 1. Instead of arguing with the religious leaders, Jesus told them a _____. (story)
 2. How many sheep were in our story? (100)
 3. How many sheep were lost in our story today? (1)
 4.  There were 100 sheep to begin with; then one went missing, so how many were left behind when the shepherd 

went looking for the missing one? (99)
 5. Is God slow or quick to forgive everyone? (quick)
 6. True or false: The shepherd in our story reminds us of God. (True)
 7. True or false: Nothing is too big for God’s forgiveness. (True)
 8. Was the shepherd mad when he found the lost sheep? (No!)
 9. Does God forgive and love lost sinners? (Yes)
 10. What’s our Bottom Line today? ([Bottom Line] God forgives you.) 

WHAT YOU SAY:
You guys had to do a pretty crazy thing to get those cotton ball sheep into the boxes. I don’t remember the shepherd 
having to use chopsticks to rescue his sheep, but I do know it must have been really hard to leave all of his other sheep 
to go find the missing one. But when Jesus told that story, He was saying that God is like the shepherd and we are like 
the sheep. Every single one of us is as important as that one lost sheep! And because we are each so important, God will 
always rescue you by forgiving you because you are SO worth it. [Make It Personal] (Describe a time in your life when 
God rescued you through His forgiveness.) [Bottom Line] God forgives you no matter what! I hear that His rescues are 
so epic that He doesn’t even need to use chopsticks!”
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* 2. FORGIVENESS TOOLBOX (application activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: Prepared cereal boxes, paper towel tubes, construction paper, scissors, glue and/or tape, markers, 
“Forgiveness Project Stickers” Activity Page, stickers (optional)

WHAT YOU DO:
• Hand out the construction paper, scissors, and markers.
• Give a cereal box and empty paper towel tube to each kid.
• Let kids draw tools such as hammers, nails, blocks of wood, screwdrivers, etc. on the construction paper.
• Instruct kids to cut out their tools and glue/tape them to their cereal boxes.
• As they decorate, use the glue or tape to attach the paper towel tube between the two sides for the handle for every kid.
• Give each kid a label to put on their box and make sure they write their names on their boxes.
•  If you have a place to store the toolboxes, set them aside and bring them back out next week. Otherwise, let kids take 

them home, and tell parents/guardians that kids will be making something to add to their toolbox each week this month. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Your toolboxes look amazing! Can anyone tell me what we use hammers for? (Pause for responses.) What do we use 
screwdrivers for? (Pause for responses.) What about a forgiveness toolbox? In order to be able to forgive others like God 
forgive us, we need some tools! We’ll be adding lots of tools to our boxes this month, so keep coming back this month and 
see what we are going to make to put inside them!

“There are so many different tools that could go inside this toolbox, but there is one tool that I definitely can’t go without: 
the Bible. Whenever I find myself needing a little help out of a tough situation or project, I open up my Bible and find that 
[Bottom Line] God forgives you. His love and forgiveness are better than any rusty tool found in my garage!”

3. FORGIVENESS FIVES (memory verse activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: Bibles

WHAT YOU DO:
• Sit down with your small group and open up your Bibles to find this month’s memory verse. 

  Finding verses with kindergartners: Guide children to open the Bibles to the marked page. Point to the word Colossians at the 
top of the page as you say “Colossians” aloud. Then guide children to find the big number 3 on the page. Explain that this is 
the chapter number. Finally, guide them to look under the big 3 for the little 13; this is the verse number. Tell them to leave their 
finger on the verse as you read the verse aloud. Then lead everyone to say the verse together.

  Finding verses with 1st graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible 
opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, lead them 
to find Colossians in the list under “New Testament.” You can help by telling them that Colossians starts with the letters C-O. 
When the kids find Colossians, lead them to look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on 
what page they can find Colossians. Help the kids find the page. When they find Colossians, explain that the big numbers on 
the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 3. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find 
verse 13 in chapter 3. 
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• Read the verse several times together. As the word “forgive” is mentioned in the verse, have kids high-five a friend!

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Sometimes forgiveness is hard. The shepherd today went after the sheep when it wasn’t easy, so I think we can go after 
forgiveness when it’s not so easy too! Just like we gave our friends high-fives when we heard the word ‘forgive,’ make sure 
to tell others ‘good job’ when you see them forgiving someone too! We can be encouraged to forgive because [Bottom 
Line] God forgives you.”

PRAY AND DISMISS
WHAT YOU NEED: No supplies needed

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Sit in a circle with your small group and pray.

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Dear God, I pray that each one of us has a heart like Yours to forgive. It can get tough sometimes, like when a friend 
doesn’t invite us over, or our sister takes our brand new toy out of our room, or when our mom says she will take us out for 
ice cream, but then gets home from work late. I want us to love people so much that our hearts would want to forgive them 
anyway. I know You will help because You love to forgive and we learned today that [Bottom Line] God forgives you.”

As adults arrive to pick up, ask kids to tell them why they “rescued” their sheep today. (Because God rescues us just like 
the shepherd rescued the sheep!)

M A R C H G R A D E S

W-1 K-1
2 0 1 7

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP HOMEGROUPS
25 MINUTES


