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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three 
persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. God is the Creator, so everything belongs to Him 
and is under His control. God is holy, so He is righteous, 
majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so 
He’s at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea 
compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES
God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% 
accurate, reliable, and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But 
everybody falls short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. 
In other words, everyone has sinned. As a result, we are 
all separated from Him, even though He wants an intimate 
relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, 
died, and rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation 
to all who believe in Jesus and accept Him as Savior—the 
only way to be forgiven and reconciled to God. Anyone who 
accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into God’s 
family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
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Dude, Where’s Your Forgiveness 
77 Times / Unmerciful Servant 

Matthew 18:21-35
 

I should treat others the way I 
want to be treated.

Forgiveness—deciding that 
someone who has wronged you 

doesn’t have to pay.

“Put up with one another. Forgive 
one another if you are holding 
something against someone. 
Forgive, just as the Lord  
forgave you.” 
Colossians 3:13, NIrV

Since God forgave you, you 
should forgive others.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
For Leaders Only
Create the Environment

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Ideas for Early Arrivers
Count It Up!

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
Opener
Worship
Bible Story
Prayer
Closer

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
“Happy Day” from Live It Out
“Generation for You” from Movin’ Me
“This Is Amazing Grace” from Movin’ Me

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
What’s the Story? 
Forgiveness Frisbee Toss 
Repeat 
Prayer

HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
GodTime
Parent Cue
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GETTING READY

SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)

Early Arriver
• An offering container

Count It Up!
• No supplies needed

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.

1. What’s the Story? (application activity / review the Bible story) 
•  Print the “Story Cards” Activity Page and cut apart; at least 2 sets for each 

small group (Note: If you have more than 6 kids in a group, you make want to 
make 4 sets.)

* 2. Forgiveness Frisbee Toss (application activity)
•  Print the “Statement Cards” Activity Page on 2 different colors of paper and 

cut apart; 2 sets of different colored cards for each small group
• 20 paper plates; tape a “Statement Card” to each plate
•  2 tubs or baskets; label one: “Forgiveness is . . .” and the other: “Forgiveness 

is not . . .” 
• Masking tape

3. Repeat (memory verse activity)
• Optional: Timer or mobile device

Prayer
• Bibles

Additional Resources:
• Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 
•  Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, 

and the Parent Cue app. To find out more about these great resources, go to 
http://www.Studio252.tv/leaders. 
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SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Ask 
God to help kids realize the great forgiveness God has made available to them. Pray that they would fully embrace the love 
He has offered them and be excited to share it with others. 

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
WHAT YOU NEED: Offering container

WHAT YOU DO:
• Invite kids to put their offerings in the offering container as they arrive. 
• Engage kids in conversation. Use the optional questions below to facilitate discussion. 
 o What is something you do a lot? Maybe it is something you do every day. Is there something you do every hour?
 o  What is something you wish you could do every day? Maybe have ice cream for breakfast, or go to a movie, or 

ride a roller coaster?
 o  What are things you count or keep track of? Is there something you collect? Do you have to count up the 

minutes you read each week for school? Do you keep track of your allowance and how much money you have? 
How about the number of days until spring break or summer break? 

2. COUNT IT UP!
WHAT YOU NEED: No supplies needed

WHAT YOU DO:
• Tell kids to find a partner and stand back to back.
•  When you say “FORGIVE,” kids should face their partner and show one to five fingers on one hand. The object is to be 

the first kid to add the sum of fingers showing between the two partners and say “forgive” for each finger showing. 
• Whoever does it fastest moves to the next round. 
•  If necessary, you can have two kids compete and other members in the group can count the number of times they say 

“forgive.” 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“In this game, what is the most times anyone had to say ‘forgive’? (10 times; 5 fingers showing from each kid) Forgiving 
someone 10 times would be a lot of forgiveness! I wonder what the limit is for how many times we are to forgive someone. 
[Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to see how many times we are to forgive.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities 
and discussion questions.

1. WHAT’S THE STORY? (application activity / review the Bible story)
WHAT YOU NEED: “Story Cards” Activity Page

WHAT YOU DO:
•  Shuffle two sets of “Story Cards” and place them on the floor, face down. (If you have more than six kids, divide the 

group into two smaller groups, and give each group two sets of cards.)
•  Kids will take turns turning over two cards. When a kid turns over two matching cards, he must say what the picture has to 

do with the story in order to keep the match. 
• The kid with the most matches wins.

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Forgiveness starts with fact that God forgives us! We continue to mess up and God is still willing to forgive us. God’s 
forgiveness is amazing! Forgiving someone who hurt you, or was mean to you, or lied to you is hard. But when you have 
been hurt or treated unfairly, you have a chance to pass on God’s forgiveness to others. [Bottom Line] Since God forgave 
you, you should forgive others. Forgiving someone doesn’t mean you have to be their friend, but it does help free you 
from the hurt or the anger you may feel toward them. Forgiving someone and not making them pay is a way of showing 
others you trust God.” 

* 2. FORGIVENESS FRISBEE TOSS (application activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: Prepared plates, 2 tubs or baskets, masking tape

WHAT YOU DO:
• Divide the group into two teams and give each team a set of “Frisbees” (plates). 
• Place the two tubs against a wall.
• Using masking tape, make a line about 10-15 feet from the tubs.
•  Teams need to decide if the statement on each Frisbee is an example of what “forgiveness is” or an example of what 

“forgiveness is not.”
•  Once teams decide, they work together to fly the Frisbee into the correct tub. Kids must stand on the tape to fly their 

Frisbee. If they miss, they can retrieve their team’s Frisbees and try again.
• The team with all their Frisbees in the tubs first wins. 
• Once all the Frisbees are in the tubs, discuss which are in each tub and why. 
•  Optional: Depending on the dynamics of your group, you may want to review the statements on the plates before playing 

the game. 

Adaptation: To save space, you could have groups pair up and compete against each other. That way, they could use their 
combined space to play the game. (And you create group camaraderie, when they compete against each other!) Make sure 
the groups separate back out into their regular spots for the wrap-up discussion questions.
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•  Potential follow-up discussion ideas are listed below for the statements on the plates:

Forgiveness is . . .
•  Repetitive. This goes with the Bible story today. Ask kids how Jesus replied to Peter’s question: Lord, how many times do 

I have to forgive someone who sins again me? Up to seven times? (Matthew 18:21 NIrV). Refer to Matthew 18:21-22. 
•  A wise choice. Ask kids why forgiveness is a wise choice. What could you miss out on if you choose not to forgive, if you 

choose to make someone who wronged you pay? This could lead into the plate with the statement, “freedom from anger 
and bitterness”.

•  Freedom from anger and bitterness. Forgiveness allows you to move on and move forward with the relationship. When 
you forgive, you let go of the anger and bitterness. You might still be hurt or might still get angry when you remember 
what the other person did, but you don’t dwell on it because you’ve forgiven them.

•  A gift from God. This ties into our memory verse: “Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you.” (Colossians 3:13 NIrV).
•  Deciding someone doesn’t have to pay. This is an opportunity to talk about revenge and how it is difficult to show others 

God’s love if you are spending your time thinking how to “make someone pay.” Showing forgiveness is a way to show 
others you trust God no matter what. 

Forgiveness is not . . .
•  Forgetting it happened. This could be an opportunity to discuss forgiveness doesn’t mean you ignore it happened. For 

example, if someone treats you mean or is unkind, even though you forgive them, there is still a consequence for their 
action. Maybe you decide to not spend time with them or perhaps you need to tell a teacher or parent how they are 
treating you. 

• Fair. Forgiveness isn’t about being fair, it is about remembering since God forgave you, you should forgive others.
• Based on emotion. Forgiveness is hard. And sometimes we have to forgive someone even when we don’t feel like it.
•  Trusting someone no matter what. This is an opportunity to talk about how people will make mistakes; no one is perfect. 

But God is perfect and you can trust Him no matter what. People may say one thing and do another but God always does 
what He says. People in your life may come and go but God is always there for you.

•  Being someone’s friend. You will encounter people in your life who don’t make wise choices. If someone continues to 
make unwise choices, you can forgive them but choose not to spend time with them because of the choices they make. 
Just because you have decided someone who wronged you doesn’t have to pay, that doesn’t mean you have to be their 
friend. You do need to treat them the way you want to be treated but you don’t need to go out of your way to spend 
time with them. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Forgiveness is an incredible gift God gave you and [Bottom Line] since God forgave you, you should forgive others. 
But it is important to remember what forgiveness is and what it is not. Forgiveness is deciding that someone who has 
wronged you doesn’t have to pay. Forgiveness is a choice you make again and again—a decision you make to trust 
God. Forgiveness can be hard, especially when you are hurt or angry. But forgiveness isn’t about being fair or forgetting 
how people treat you. Forgiveness is about God and trying to live the life He wants for you—a life free from anger and 
bitterness, and trusting Him no matter what.”

3. REPEAT (memory verse activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: Timer or mobile device (optional)
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WHAT YOU DO:
• Tell kids to sit in a circle.
•  Tell one kid to say the first word of the memory verse. The next kid repeats the first word and adds the next one. The 

next kids repeats the first two words and adds the next one, and so on. 
• Continue around the circle with each kid adding one word until the entire verse is said. 
• You can time it to see how fast kids can accomplish the task.

WHAT YOU SAY:
“It got tiring repeating the verse over and over, and sometimes forgiving someone over and over can be tiring. But 
remember what Jesus told Peter in the beginning of our story today. How many times should you forgive? Up to seven 
times? Jesus said: “I tell you, not seven times, but 77 times” (Matthew 18:22 NIrV). What did Jesus mean by 77 times? (We 
should forgive as many times as it takes.) God will not stop forgiving you. He will forgive you as many times as it takes. God 
forgives you over and over and [Bottom Line] since God forgave you, you should forgive others over and over again.” 
[Make It Personal] (Share with the kids something you do to help you to remember that since God forgave you, you 
should forgive others. What reminds you to forgive even when it is really hard and you don’t feel like it?)

Optional Additional Discussion Questions
•  How would you feel if you were the first servant and the king forgave your enormous debt? What would you think of the 

king if he forgave your debt? 
• How is the king’s forgiveness similar to God’s gift of forgiveness for us?
•  How did the first servant respond to the king’s gift of forgiveness? How do you think the first servant should have 

responded? What does the first servant’s response teach us about how we should respond to God’s forgiveness?
• What can you do to help yourself forgive when you don’t feel like it? 

PRAY AND DISMISS
WHAT YOU NEED: Bibles

WHAT YOU SAY:
“When Jesus teaches us how to pray, He makes a point to tell you to ask for God forgiveness and to remember [Bottom 
Line] since God forgives you, you should forgive others. Let’s read Mathew 6:9-13 as a prayer to God.” 

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Read Matthew 6:9-13 as a group.

As adults arrive to pick up, encourage kids to share with parents what they learned about what “Forgiveness is . . .” 
Remind them to think of the statements on the paper Frisbees. 
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