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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three 
persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. God is the Creator, so everything belongs to Him 
and is under His control. God is holy, so He is righteous, 
majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so 
He’s at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea 
compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES
God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% 
accurate, reliable, and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But 
everybody falls short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. 
In other words, everyone has sinned. As a result, we are 
all separated from Him, even though He wants an intimate 
relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, 
died, and rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation 
to all who believe in Jesus and accept Him as Savior—the 
only way to be forgiven and reconciled to God. Anyone who 
accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into God’s 
family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
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Dude, Where’s My Son? 
Lost Son 

Luke 15:11-24
 

I can trust God no matter what.

Forgiveness—deciding that 
someone who has wronged you 

doesn’t have to pay.

“Put up with one another. Forgive 
one another if you are holding 
something against someone. 
Forgive, just as the Lord  
forgave you.” 
Colossians 3:13, NIrV

Everyone needs to be forgiven, 
even me.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
For Leaders Only
Create the Environment

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Ideas for Early Arrivers
Picture Fix-It

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
Opener
Worship
Bible Story
Prayer
Closer

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
“Today and Everyday” from Alive
“Sing & Shout” from Movin’ Me
“Forever Reign” from Living Inside Out

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Rescued! 
Now You See It, Now You Don’t 
Forgiveness Toss 
Prayer

HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
GodTime
Parent Cue
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GETTING READY

SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)

Early Arriver
• An offering container

Picture Fix-It
• Paper
• Pencils or markers
• Print the “Fix It Cards” Activity Page and cut apart; 1 set for each small group
• Play-Doh® (optional)

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.

1. Rescued! (application activity / review the Bible story) 
• Print the “Bible Story Cards” Activity Page; 1 set for every 2-3 kids
• Print the “Sum It Up Cards” Activity Page; 1 set for every 2-3 kids
• Bibles

* 2. Now You See It, Now You Don’t (application activity)
• Clear bowl with water
•  Dissolvable paper cut into 4 or 8 pieces; 1 piece for each kid (Note: You can 

purchase dissolvable paper on Amazon.com.)
• Permanent red and black markers
• Bibles

3. Forgiveness Toss (memory verse activity)
•  Print the “Verse Cards” Activity Page on 5 different colors of paper; 1 set of 

each color for each small group
• Basket or container; 1 for each small group
• Masking tape

Prayer
• No supplies needed
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Additional Resources:
• Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 
•  Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, and the Parent Cue app. To find out more 

about these great resources, go to http://www.Studio252.tv/leaders. 
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SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Ask 
God to help each of you see where you could ask for forgiveness and that you would have the courage to do so.

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
WHAT YOU NEED: Offering container

WHAT YOU DO:
• Invite kids to put their offerings in the offering container as they arrive. 
• Engage kids in conversation. Use the optional questions below to facilitate discussion. 
 o What are things everyone needs?
 o  Does everyone need school? Why or why not? What about sleep? Or transportation? What about a clock? What 

about sunlight?
 o Encourage kids to explain their answers. 

2. PICTURE FIX-IT
WHAT YOU NEED: Paper, pencils or markers, “Fix It Cards” Activity Page, Play-Doh® (optional)

WHAT YOU DO:
• Let a kid select a “Fix-It Card” and, without showing anyone the card, draw the object on the card. 
• As he is drawing, instruct the rest of the group to guess what the object is.
• Whoever guesses correctly gets to be the next artist.
•  Optional: Instead of drawing the object, if you have Play-Doh® available, kids can sculpt what the object is while the 

group guesses what it is. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“All the objects have something in common. Can you guess what it is? (Pause for responses.) Yes! They are used to fix 
something. [Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to hear about someone who needed some major fixing.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities 
and discussion questions.

1. RESCUED! (application activity / review the Bible story)
WHAT YOU NEED: “Bible Story Cards” and “Sum It Up Cards” Activity Pages, Bibles

Note: The purpose of this activity is to provide an opportunity to talk about salvation. If one or two kids in particular have 
more questions than other kids, plan to talk to them in more depth after small group or sometime during the week (and tell 
them you’re doing that). Make sure you’re aware of your church’s “next steps” when it comes to salvation. Is there an event 
that your church does about salvation and what it means to have a relationship with Jesus? Does your church baptize and 
does your children’s ministry have a system for kids who want to do that?

WHAT YOU DO:
•  Divide kids into teams of two or three. Give each team a set of “Bible Story Cards,” a set of “Sum It Up Cards,” and a 

Bible.
• Teams work together reading the verses on the “Bible Story Cards” and matching them up with the “Sum It Up Cards.”
• When teams are finished, review their answers. See if everyone got the same pairings.
• Discuss the “Sum It Up Cards.”
 o What is sin? (disobeying God)
 o What does it mean to hit rock bottom? (when you realize you need to be rescued)
 o  What is forgiveness? (deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay; a gift from God so, 

even though we sin, we have His forgiveness and can be with Him now and forever in heaven)

WHAT YOU SAY:
“This story is for everyone, because [Bottom Line] everyone needs to be forgiven, even me and even you. Jesus tells 
this story to us to show us how we can be forgiven and live with Him now and forever. Just like the son in the story, there 
are times we disobey God; we SIN. Maybe you say hurtful things, maybe you say you will do one thing and you do another 
thing instead. Perhaps you don’t end up eating pig food, but if you were mean to someone maybe the relationship is 
now broken, or if you lied maybe the people you lied to don’t trust you now. You may not actually hit rock bottom, but 
you realize the consequences of your sin and you know you disobeyed God and need to be rescued; you need God’s 
forgiveness. And here is the amazing part of the story! You confess you are a sinner; you believe Jesus is your rescuer and, 
like the son in our story today, you receive God’s forgiveness! God forgives you!” [Make It Personal] (Share one of the 
times you heard the story of God’s forgiveness. If you can, keeping your story age-appropriate, use the “Sum It Up 
Cards” to share your story.)

* 2. NOW YOU SEE IT, NOW YOU DON’T (application activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: Clear bowl with water, dissolvable paper, permanent red and black markers, Bibles

WHAT YOU DO:
• Give kids a Bible. Find 1 John 1:9 (or let a volunteer find it) and read the verse together.
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• Give kids a piece of dissolvable paper and a black marker. 
• Talk with kids about what sin is and that it separates us from God. 
•  Give kids time to write on the paper one thing they need to confess to God—a situation where they struggle to obey 

God. It can be just one word or a sentence or two.
•  Assure kids they will not have to share this with anyone except God. Ask them to be respectful of those around them and 

keep their eyes on their own papers.
• When everyone is finished, ask what 1 John 1:9 promises us. (God will forgive our sins; He will make us pure)
• Then instruct kids to write “Forgiven” in red marker on their paper and place the paper in the water. 

Adaptation: If you have too many groups in the room to give each group a bowl of water, you could rotate groups through 
a station in the room set up with a few bowls of water. Or ask 1 or 2 SGLs to lead the entire room in this activity. Once 
everyone has placed their papers in the water and dissolved them, break back up into the original small groups with each 
individual SGL leading his/her group in the wrap up conversation. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“When you put your paper in the water, what happened? (Pause.) Yes, it dissolved. Can you take your piece of paper back? 
No, you can’t! It is gone! That is what the Bible says in 1John1:9: When we confess our sins to God, He forgives us! Does 
that mean we will never sin again? No, we are humans and there is no possible way we can be perfect and obey God 
perfectly. But God knows we aren’t perfect and God knows [Bottom Line] everyone needs to be forgiven, even me and 
even you. That is why Jesus told us the story of the lost son—to show that us nothing can separate us from God’s love  
and forgiveness.”

3. FORGIVENESS TOSS (memory verse activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: “Verse Cards” Activity Page, basket, masking tape

WHAT YOU DO:
• Divide kids into five teams. 
• Set a basket on the floor and tape a line about six feet from the bucket.
• Tell one kid from each team to stand on the tape. His team members should stand behind him.
• Give each team a set of “Verse Cards.” Make sure each team gets a different color set of cards. 
• Let teams compete to toss their cards into a basket. The first team to get all their cards in the basket wins. 
• The rules are:
 o Kids must say the words on their card before tossing it.
 o If they miss, kids pick up their card and try again. 
 o Kids must be standing on the tape when they toss their card into the basket. 
 o Team members must take turns.

Adaptation: If space is an issue, put small groups into pairs of groups and let them compete against each other as teams. 
That way, two groups can utilize their combined space. 
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WHAT YOU SAY:
(Say the verse together as a group.) “This verse is an important reminder for us that [Bottom Line] everyone needs to 
be forgiven, even me and even each of you. None of us are perfect. We do things that hurt other people; sometimes 
we carelessly speak without thinking how our words might affect others; sometimes we make wrong choices and the 
consequence affects the people around us. We all mess up. But God wants us to put up with one another; we should 
support each other. Sometimes, in order to put up with one another, you need to forgive someone, and you need to 
decide that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay. Forgiveness is not always the easy choice, but it is a wise 
choice.”

Optional Additional Discussion Questions
• How do you think realizing we are sinners and realizing we need to be rescued affects our relationship with God?
• Why do you think we need to confess our sins to God? 
• Is it easier to confess some sins than others? Why? What might keep someone from confessing their sins? 
•  Over time, how might unconfessed sins affect your life, your heart, your relationship with God and others? Is it ever too 

late to confess your sins? Why or why not? 

PRAY AND DISMISS
WHAT YOU NEED: No supplies needed

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Guide kids to pray:
 o Thank God that He does what He says He will and we can trust Him no matter what.
 o Give kids time to silently confess to God the sins they wrote on the dissolvable paper in the earlier activity.
 o Thank God for His forgiveness.
 o Ask for His help to remember everyone needs to be forgiven.

As adults arrive to pick up, encourage kids to share with their parents what happened when they wrote their sin on the 
paper and put it in water, and what happens when they confess their sins to God.
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